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GITSTAVUS THE THIRD. 


CHAP. I. 

A journeif to Petersburg. — Bnyal '^rccwicUiatim . — 
Birth of tin heir, — Alelani'holy catastrophe. — Po- 
jiuUtr discontent. — Dtgradation of the .senate.-^ 
Northern confederaci/. — Alliamc with Uemnark 
and Russia. — Gustavus trat^h to Spa. — Fannily 
discord, and fathUp secrets. — Louisa Ulrica. — Her 
death, ami character. — Catherine the Second . — 
Ga.Kt aims the Third. — Mutual hMt^d, and^aprocal 
dapiicifp. —Gustavus travels throttgh Italy,~—Somc 
interesting partu'ulars of his tour. — IJis magmficent 
collection of statues and paintings. — Returns Wfp 

of Paris.— Arrival (^'Gustavus at Stockholm. 

Gustavus, iu 1777, went on a visit to the court 
of Catlierine. His reception was brilliant in 
the extreme. Tlie maritime pretensions of Great 
Britain, and the final .partition of* Poland, are 
said to have fonndd a part of the political sub- 
jects ^isenssed between the empress and king. 
The court of St. James's having oflfended tliis 
' haughty prince, bj^ not investing him with the 
Order of the Garter, to avenge the slight, he 
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placed a medallilwi, iu bronze, ofVrince Edward 
Stuart, opposite to his own in his royal divan ; * 
and made vefy free with the character of George 
the Third, With all his polish, Gustavus could 
sometimes express himself in terms alike coarse 
and otFensive.t It i^ by no means improbable 
that he was influenced by private pique, when, at 
a later period* he joined Catherine the Second, 
against Great Britain. In the month of August, 
Gustavus returned to Stockholm, in a very superb 
yacht, presented by the empress; and, as well as 
his courtiers, literally laden with rich and costly 
presents. 

K room bo named ni the we«t-front of the great palace at 
Stockholm. 

t The first post-house south of Stuckholin, is named Fittja, — a 
v>oid that in (he S\’\edisli tongue has a double and risible bignifi- 
t at ion. Gustavus the Tlurd, even in the prmmce of his <|ueen, 
his and the first ladies of his court, used to amtwe himself 

with so lingers reci’iuly arrived, by asking them to pronounce (he 
word Fittja. how (hey liked it, &c.; who freciuenlly complied, Sfi>ing 
they thought il a poor, iiisignifiranf. nast), little place; at which 
he would laugh iieortily, enjojing the blushes, and evident conlusiou 
of the females. 

TiiA amorous propenaities of that elegant, handsome, accompFibhed 
courtier are well known m 

Swed en. to Jatife he ‘approached tlife king : but as regarded fimialcs, 
no grfflIerc-Olitrast iu disposition could exist. Wht:n he was ennobled, 
and took (lie name Jdh nrarftz^ — Gustavus, W’lth more wit lhan 
(Jelicacv, .sai(l,~‘^ Adlercrantr; ! he filmuld be Mtnmcrantzr 
Those who are conversant witli Uie Swenaka TaUi^ will have no ‘ 
difficulty m comprehending with wliat, aort of a cfown GmsIuvum 
would have decoraicd.tliis accomplished toigliU 
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The year 1777 was remai?^abie, in Swedish 
annals, by a reconciliation that took place between 
Gustavus the Tliird and his consl^rt. From the 
period of their marriage in 1766, to this period, 
they had not lived together as man and wife. This 
event was distinguished by a grand festival ; and 
the next year, by the ]>regi]ancy of the quecn.^ The 
king convened the states to meet iiA)ctober; being 

^ The follow if ig extract from Mr. RistcTs work, with 
the original notes attached, will throw much light on the 
Secret History of the court of Gustavus at this period. 

The limits of this memoir, that is in tended •rather to 
display the extraordinary ({ualilies of Gnstnvns the Third, 
than .to give a history of a reign that would fill a large 
volume forbids a detailed narration of the extraordinary 
circumstances already inentioncd, conneefed with the 
birth of a son and heir in 1778, to the throne of Sweden. 
The reasons for doubting the legitimacy of tliis child, be- 
longing rather to the life of his successor, Gustavus the 
1 ourth Adolphus, will be found in their proper place, in 
the historical sketch of that unfortunate and inglorious 
rcfgm 

Next to the king, the queen is a worthy object of 
our attention. Among other eminent qualitiefii of that 
princess, it is perhaps her first merit that she meddljs not 
with politics : she is the king^s wife, and nothing else. 
Sw^eden has had suflScient experience of tlwf evils arising 
from fcinale iiifliuence hi political matters, and rejoices lo 
see upon the throne a queen possessed of all the charms of 
her sex, and confining her ambition to the practice of its 
^ virtues. 

With all her acoompllsbment.s she was not so happy 
at first as to captivate the inclination and confidence of her 
spouse, then crown prince of Swqden. Her countenance 

B 2 ' 
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anxious that the ^een should be (Slivered during 
their sitting, that they might become tlie sponsors 
of a child borfc, as it were, under their own eyes. 

The king opened the diet with a speech that 
was, as usual, marked by energy and elegance, 
both in its composition and delivery. “ Notwith- 

au(! manners, at her first arrival in that country, bore too 
visible marks of*the constraint aud severity of her edu- 
cation under the queen dowager of Denmark and the 
reception she met with from the queen of Sweden, her 
mother-in-law, was not at all encouraging. She had also 
about her person some Danish domestics, who, to have 
her entirely in their power, inspired her with continual 
fear and diffidence ; which naturally caused a reserve and 
colduesji in her behaviour, and totally remf>ved the {inuee's 
affection. 

“ She led a very retired life as princess ; but as soon a® 
her husband had mounted the throne, and wished to set 
the court more frequented than it had b('eu during tiie 
reign of his father, anil had signified his desire t(» the 
queen that she should appear oftener in pubhi^, and receive 
the nobility into her company, she readily obeyed, and 
appeared as contented as the happiest queen in the world. 
She was the more a sufferer, as. she really loved' the king ; 
but thinking herself slighted, pride would not permit her 
to betray the secret of her heart. She bore her ilisgracc 
with patience and resignation pcveral years, until aw 
acci(ieni\ ma<fe her belter known to her royal spoiusf-, 
and caused a prrjfct revoncilMioh.i 

* Juliana Maria. 

t It is not improliahlc, that Mr. Rislel, the author of (he above 
work, was himself concerned in arrmiging this “ accident'’ ‘ 

i What a prostitution of language! Instead of being reconciled, 
Utetr mutual liatrcd increased. 
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standing the necessities and exoenses of the three 
preceding years, I have,” said Viiistavus, “ been 
enabled by prudence and economy, to put the 
kingdom in a state of defence, and restore its 
ancient splendor, without exliausting the national 
finances 1 have, therefore, not called you toge- 

“ Tin- king had inado a v<>yage into Finland, and s«!nt 
an pxprt^ss with letters to the royal family, to let tfiika 
know <»f his safe arrival. As the express had orders to 
return as soon as possible, they would all write to the 
king hy the return of the messenger; and the ydnng 
duchess of .Sudennania having finished her fidfar, she 
went to the (jneen to toll her that the courier grew impa- 
tient at wailing, a.s no one else dared to interrupt her ma- 
jesty wlul.xt .-he Wigs writing. Therjueen had just,finished, 
ahJ tfiov going to give her letter to the Danish gentle- 
woman to write it fair, as she ever used to do with all her 
lettirs; but the- duckeos matched it up aild ran away 
,cith it, f<aying the king nhouM otre great obligation to 
her, for hai:iiig by her meam, a Uiter icritfm by the 
jua7i'N (’icfi hand. iS/te ecakd it up icilh her ovsn ietier, 
and nc‘d it away. The king, who had never st'en the, 
'jneen’.s hand-writing before,* was surprised and highly 
I harmed with the contents, 'fhere w as a (leiicacy of senti- 
ment, and a gentlc-ness in the expressions, be bad never found 
before in her letters. He read it aloud to Home of hie fa- 
vor 'with great salief action ; and havi^ finished, he 

* It is a very difficillt ta!*k (o fiWjcate a narration «» gkilAilly 
that 110 glimpat' of it- spni'iuus origin slmll appear. How Mr. Ris- 
tel, an oftl experienced courtier, came to compromise liis veracity in 
tins manner, is difiicult to siutnisc ; be might almost as well have as- 
serted, that the king had never seen the queen's face. 

t Gustavus the Third was the first of actors, and he was too 
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ther to demand succours or subsidies, but merely 
to rejoice with litc in the felicitous situation of 
my kingdom ; /md to be witnesses of my wife’s 
delivery : and lastly, that I might discharge the 
promise given at the dissolution of the last diet. 

asked t/ie?n what /Aey thoaghl of the letter? “ From the 
tend:'}' concern the queen expresses for my health and 
welfare/’ said he,f ‘‘ I should almost have the vanity to 
believe she loved mo/* A younf^ gmikman present bad 
the boldness to ask, if his majesty had never known that 
before '! The king startled at the question, and answered 
with a look, that be had had so many proofs to 

the contrary, that he never coulft persuade himself she had 
for him .any real affeetion. The gentleman answered, that 
if his majesty would permit him to reply, he dared to as- 
sert thaf all such ideas were fallacious, and pul forth kj 
2>ersonfi 'who had an interest in creating dwie^iom in the 
royal family ; and upon the king’s asking him bow he 
could )je so ceriain of the truth of his assertion, he frankly 
owned, that he was upon terms of the greatest intimacy^ 
withalady w liohad a good share in the queon’s confidence, 
and it was by that means he came by his knowledge of 
* the queen's sentiments ; and that it mm depended upon 
the king to assure himself of their reality whenever he 
pleased. The king^ having a great opinion of the cha^ 
racier^ of the gentleman t, was almost persuaded ; and in 

good a judge tp suffer any better company to witness this rehearsed 
of the first act of the royai farce tlien in agitation. 

* It was adopting a singular way of supiiorting the purity of the 
queens mind and conduct, for this young tourtier to tell the king, 
her husband, that he had an inirigt^ witli her chief female friend 
and confidant. 

t No doubt lie had : young Rosenstcin, who was nephew to Ck»uiU 
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I have also to entreat you to stand sponsors to the 
infant which I expect will shortW see the light ; 
— and if heaven should grant m^in heir to 
throne, may he be one day worthy to ascend the throne, 
of Gustavus Vasa, and of Gustavus Adolphus ! Alay 

vomequence, he wrote a letter to the qneew, fall of the 
warmest expressions of esteem and friendship, assuring 
her, he should feel himself happy, if at his return he might 
he convirced of the reality ofthe sentiments expressed in 
her letter: in the mean lime, he begged the, favor of hav- 
ing another letter written by her own hand, lijat he might 
experience again the pleasure which the former had 
given him. The qileen, t^feeably surprised at .so anex~ 
peciedSf a change, answered according to the dictates of 
her heart ; and when the king wa» expected home, she 
prepared a splendid feast for hhi'-^iirtlliirn, and receifed him 
with that modest tfnderneas so flattering (o its objf cl-t 

Jlennansen, — ^whnse, political subBcrvicncy to the. view* of Gustavus 
the Third, opened hkway to the first honors in the state, — ^liad already 
received his lesson, ami, like many others who liad enjojed the ad- 
^ antages of the king’* tuition, he proved an afit scholar. His zeal 
and fidelity in aid of the king in this dt fknte piece of liusiness, was 
afterwards rewarded, and amongst other means, by tlte appointment 
of literary preceptor to the yoimg princ/, for whose Jerture being lie 
oas then arranging matters. 

• Most altsttrd! The duchess of Sademtania (now queen of 
Sweden, i had previously instructed the queen whai to write ; and it 
is by no means improbable, Ihat the same courier *vli» returned wilii 
tins mngical letter that isAiid to have wrought such wonderful ef- 
fects. on the king, carried the draught cop;/ to tlie duchess, w ritten !)y 
the king’s ow*n band. 

t T\mfic1i(m has been greatij embelliBbed, and not unskilfully, m 
.iiiefitbrieation called LkttrRS ofthp. SwEDtSB Court, p. 132, 
to tlic end, publidied about If'.JO or 1811. 
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4c ranei^r thM it is the fmt (f a Su^edish 
king to low and imnour a free people; and may ika^ 
crown be no l^fger his than he shall act in conjor* 
ntUjf to this trulL It would juakc ni65Wretchcd 
if I believed my descendants likely to forget, that 
Providence, in placing them at the head of a 

That, very evening they came to an explanation, and were 
cpnvmeed of th^ir former mistake of each other’s senti- 
ments the king re-conducted the queen to her apartments, 
arid for a long time he had no other bed-ebaraher t thaa 
hers. The .Danish gentlewoman, being convicted ^ of 
having altered the queea's letters, was dismissed from her 
Service, and sent out of the kingdom. Tbe young gen- 
tleman (JRosen.s'tein), who bad undertaken the queens 
defence^ was rewarded hj inamj rich presents from her 
majesty ;S and the king, as well npon tbaft considera- 
tion as in respect to his merit, has since raised his fortune 
in an eminent degree. • 

’* There existed no such misiatp: the ting cherished ?in inextin- 
guishable a> i mon (fur it huied till his death) against the queen. 

t It shouid liave been the ling's M^thaniber^ fmm which there 
was a i^ecret stnircase nuide tJiat communicated with Baron Arm- 
ftldt's apartment, of which the kingltept a kev* 

$ It isnoi impossible but this Danish lady might have been guiiiy 
of.liiis practict 5 if, however^ the immiueiit riffk »ho ran of being de- 
tected were duly conshlcred, the charge iftust appear to (he highest 
degree improt^Ue. The truth is, thietedy w as bribed high (rnough 
io induce Lor td plead guilty, in orller to give colour and consistency 
to this (ijetnwrdinary reconciliation, and support tlic allegations of 
M. Jloseustein, 

§ A little fertlier on, Mr, llistel describes the qu^eu as Iwing of a 
jieimrious tarn, e;ec^t for the effibellishmcnt of her own person, 
What iiicouiiisteacy ! 



GUSTAV0S IHE TSittai*. ' . ' & 

great nation, has entrusted to their care the 
piness of a free and generous people.’^— WitWtt 
a couple of days after ^is speech, 9^phiaHagda« 
lena was delivered of a mate child, that was the' 
first immediate heir to the throne, since Charies fihe 
Twelftl), who was bom in Sweden. He was bap- 

“ The unexpected hammy within the cmri ver^‘pm%- 
puzzled nume ladiet-^and genttemm, had fortnef^f 

taken the liberty to divert themselves at the gueen'e 
pense. They would at first persuade tibefflselves and others, 
that it was but political oa the lung’s side, hot having 
tried hts disposition, and finding him serious, they were 
quite out cd^ countenance. They now repaired to the court 
of the <101*60 dowager,* whom they knew never loved the 
young queen, as having oome into the family contrary to 
her advice. They presumed she would not dissatisfied 
with hearing reports and discourses injurious to a person 
>hc disliked, t nor were they much mistaken in theijr con- 
ic otures. The pidaco of the queen dowager becaijie the 
leposilory of all the calujauies tnw/ited against the young 
i|neen, and some were of a nature not to be suf^ed.J 
The queen dowager having repealed these accusations, 
thi'v came to the knowledge of the young queen, who 

^ Ml. Ristcl disgraced his charat trr as a gentleinan and a man of 
letier», by thus cdumoiatinii the memory of the greatest qneen tittt 
e\er«itonthe throne ofSweden. Gustavus embittered the lasi'hoote 
of his mother’s life, and liumod her by shame and grietto her tmah. 

t The focus of the cMiapirary wns the hug 'a puhet ,* and pro* 
baWy It was one of his instruments whose pen tints atiompti* to 
degrade Uicfiime of Louisa I’lrua. 

, t This report was neither more nor less data a pbm statement of 
the adulterous connexion, which W8e supposed to wbaBthetwden her 
“ugesfy aad Count MimtkeJ r 
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tised witli aH possible pomp and eereraony, in the 
royal chapel o/ the great palace of Stockholm, 
by the arcbb^hop’ of Upsala ; and in th^ presence 
of a deputation from the four states of Sweden, 
who appeared as sponsors) by whom he was 
named Gustavus Adolphus, , 

hHng all patience, went directly to the king,* and toM 
him she had long been a sutferer in Sweden from tlie 
qtieen dowager’s ill humour and perscctUion, and had 
nener made any complaint, but when her honors was 
attacked she could bear it no longer ; tliat it was his 
majesty’s duty, as a king and ,i Imsban l, to protect hor 
from such a treatment; and’ the aatisfacUon that .diC re- 
quired was, that the queen dowager should tjiihcr disown 
that injurious slander, or naine the pei'Ori froni witom 
she had her information.;}: The king vrasrv'ry unn'i'ltng 
to enter upon such an ejplicaiion with his m.othor, S but 
as she could not refuse that justice to his spouse, he made 
a visit to the queen dowager on that account, and ord'r red 

* A very pri^r line of conduct ] The k.ing had licen her sednu r ; 
he was no more her husband ; he led an abler ou.- to her iirni!- ; !»■ 
wished her to be pregnant, and she was so. Her i tiarar ifr \ia-i 
singed, and he that caiwcd it to bt put in jeopardy w.t-; fmimtl lo 
defend it: a task tiiat was ncithci very light is.t plrnsanf, 

1 These expressions indicate, wl.atever the teeliiigs of tiio queon 
dowafl;or might be respecting the reigning queen, that up to this 
period her virtue had not been questioned. 

I The motive.by whicli the royal eonfedrraten were animated to 
effect this discovers, was of the most powerful nature, iftbc roa- 
spiracy bad been di-scovered, aud its ramifications laid open to the 
world, every party implicated would have been overwhelmed with ' 
infamy and ruin; the tiirone wonld have been diskcn, and the fame 
cf the king for ev« Hasted. 

§ There is ho 'rtiaaon to doubt the truth of this asseKion. 
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The public feeling, ^on the birih ef this prince^ 
was manifest in the almost endless i^riety^tf ways 
by whichf this event was eelebrafe<i!\ Thet secret 
agents of the king, were, h<>wever^ so, very active 
in devising means of giving it . ecJat, that it is dif^ 

some of the senators to preseat.’*^ He told bis mother 
plainly what was the matter, and asked her if she had 
really been capable of such injurious disc^rse respecting 
her daughter-m-law?^; The queen dowager owned she 
could not deny that sh^ had dropped some Vords on that 
subjf‘ct, Imf onhj miinn li^own and she thought^ 

•a mother mi«;ht speak in confidence to her children, with- 
oul fear of its being reported and mmonafrued into a 
calumny. The king then asked who had made such a 
report tr> her if She ansv, eted, that though she had been 
bej rayed hersrjlf, ii too much below her dignity and 
principles to betray others; but, for her own part, she 
would make all the reparation that could be required from 
pu( va ami a niotluT ; and therefore assured him ihol she 
7r r hdif'red the reporis^X that she hjad only mentioned 
thvm by way Of jest, § and that with persons from w^hom 
sK't' roultl have no apprehension of its being divulged* 
rii^ king nmld not urge any further satisfaction, aud a 
gornl intcMigoucc st^enied to be fully restored, until the 
birlh of Ihe priiure, afterwards Gustavuslj the Fourth, 
Th< amutoi’s whom king selericd were his abject creatures ; 
mv would lie' have taken them, bad not the rumouns that tfere 
already allemt cm rellectinnH^ on . the legitimacy of die child of 
which the ejueen was then pregnant* 

t TiiC' queen dowager mentioned her suspicions to her youngest 
1 ^) 11 , ,and to the princess Albertina, her daughter, 

I Totally fiilse I 
• § False and malicious. 

|1 Mr. Uistel contrawlicts hiin^t'K! That aullww* says this second 
rupture took place on the birth-day of the princcaa royal (see p. 60): 
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ticult to distiuguigh between thet which was the 
result. |>f affec;lion,%ad of secret influence* 

This bir;A, that was, considered so auspicious 
for Sweden, pmved the source of a dreadful ca- 
tastrophe in Stockholm, whereby a hundred per- 
sons miserably perished. , A sad prelude to the 

Adolphus, when an unhappy mistake occasioned a new 
rupture, whic!>lasi©d during the c(ueen dowager^s whole 
life. 

1 call it a mistake y because I have been assured by a 
person who knew dll Ike ^ectefn of the queen dowager. 
that on this occasion she was really misunderstood. It 
was so far from her intention to disturb Ibe universal joy 
on that happy occasion, that she had prepared arieh pre- 
sent for her grandson ;t she had Maratal Piper and his lady 
with*her very late that night*/ and on the joyful occasion 
they had emptied seoerai bottles of champaign together ; I 

perhaps hfe mcattt tlic birthi-day of the prince royah ^tfierwardh Gus.- 
tav us iJic Fourth, Adolphus. 

^ The queea dowager was not a HWy pmoft td intrust all hn 
secteU tc- any one person Mr. Ristel had rccctirBc to this ba**e 
astierliou to obtain credme for the sr^ndaious stories he was aU 
publishing rejecting the queim dowager’s getting tipwy { 
t All unqualified 

] Whedier true or false, this j?aragraph is cqualh di«graceful fo 
Mi^ Rihtcl; bnt tl-vre it every ivaaon to bebeve u wa&ilikc false 
and mahgnaut Tlic author makes it Mut that tlee queen dowager 
and her gdmi^ got famomly dnmk with champaign, and being 
weriakm bj/ they tiiircd to*be<Il^ Did he mean that tliey 
&U three went to one bed And how did they get (here after sleep 
kad o\ enaken them V I)oe& he mean that they were carried away 
drunk to their beds? , 

If my reattens please to refer to the Letters of the Swedish 
CutJHT, pp, 304 and 305, iliey will perceive that the transcriber 
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greater calamities he was destiriea by niturii 
reign to entail on his country, Ip^^ikisiv^Jif bni* 
Uant illuminations, andli^tains bit lii^.iking 
had triumphal cars constructed, in im!tati<in of 
those of ancient Rome, to parade principal 
streets of Stockholidj^n which were pla^d young 

hut being at last ot^taken lay siesp, b&d retired to . 
bod( and the queen dowager was Umbering, when a 
letter wae brought from the kiag,tt in whit^ he ndtihed 
the iirih of hn »oh, and expressed bis wishes ‘ Umt ki$ 

• mother might not. fail partaking, t^his joy.’ The queen, 
half sleeping, wrote ga answer, in which she. ewgratfit- 
lafed the king on the birth of his son;t but kking his 
wish for a kind of d0ulrly.atte could xtot help addmg — *-that 
if a veil yet. oovered.his eyes, ehafyiiped he ymUd otm 
letter hiojo her mUitnenie towArd»him.'X Several per- 
sons surrounded the king when be opened the letter, 1| and 
these last words having been nmmtdersieod, or perhaps 

has softened doMO the coarseoess and ftsprtdxdHlity of Mr. Ristel'i) 
«mr«l bottles., and .limited the number t6 two or three, Tiiis is the 
most atrocious caluniny fivm Mr, ftiMtel's pen. 

• This letter contained an ambiguoussort of request:— “ Wliatever 
may be your majesty's feelings,’’ said the king, **■ out of regard to 
inmc, I hope you will nut fail to join your congratulations to those of 
vvery otW branch of my family.” , 

The preceding twte explains the rest of that sentence. 

$ The queen, in her reply, is stated to have exiwfesei! her smprlse 
at his majesty’s request;, thdt site thought he liad obtained more 
lenity than he merited; and although a veil might for a time cover 
the transaction, yet, sooaer or later, it mmld be removrJ. 

, II What a picture is here given of this celebrated monarch ; k 
certaittly must be a caricaturr, and not a faithful deimeaqoii of ius 
iuttunera and style of living wall his courtiers, • . '( 
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ind beautiful females, dressed en 4fo^n% as 
desses ;v0f pl^ty; whose fair hands scattered as 
they passeo, money a^d sweetmeats amongst 
the delighted multitude. There was also a lar^e 
building erected, that was amply supplied with 
provisions of a substaiitiai "kind, with liquors, 

miscepresentedjtyy some secret enemy of the royal family, 
caue&d a univerml consiernatianj^ 

** Those who had seen the letter thought it yet worse 
than any mieconstnic tim eouW make it;f and every one 
being eager to show his aeal upon the occasion, the ^jueen 
dowager was talked of witif horror iX insomuch that the 
king was induced to send her a message (stating) that his 
anxiousness for her safety oUligOd him to give her notice 
that ^ could not answer for the ^etts of his peoples 
tesmtmenU if she .should venture to appear in public.5 
The queen dowager so little thought of having <loue any 
harm, that she bad ordered her coach to be in readiness, 
and was already on the way to die royal palade, wlicn she 
received the king s mes^e.jl She at first was at a loss 


* What k there in the silly and unmeaning paasagcH marked ij) 
italics b}’ Mr. Riatel, that even amongst painted and accntfd 
cQurims, could have excited such sensations ? It is evident from 
Mr. Rkt*I\s own language, he Jiad not loid the truth. 


t These expressions confirm tl*e justice of the 



yatidns. 


J Becaus;p she had used jwich expre^ons a$ Mr* ftistel has giveB 
us ! absurd and improbable ! , . 

§ Prom the period that Gustavus the Third almndoucd himself to 
such disgraceful proceedings, the fpicen dowager totally abstained from 
her sod’s court ; and this is the mode in which Mr. Ristel thought 
proper to account for the future seclusion of that illustrious woman* 

II Can it be Wieved, instead of tlie king aSBoring his mother that 
he would provide foi‘ her protection, he really sent her such a mes* 
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^nd bands of music^ - S^uoh was the rush triade by 
infatuated rabble tp obtain a sharip If thosi^ tempt- 
ing viands, that the guards proved umibl^ tJllteep 
them off. s There were, ‘most improperly, soirife^ 
mia// left at the entrance; which caused 
several persons to stumble* who immediately dis^ 

how to imdersiftnd such a warmng; but matters having 
been explained to her, had too much pride to conde- 
iiCend to a justification,* and Ntberefore tUturned to her 
dwelling-house^ and never after saw tW jti% or her gmnd*^ 
.'son till a few days before her death*^ / : 

The young queen soon jecovered^ and appeared in 
public amidst the most jqyful aeclatuations of the peoplef 
Adored by her subjects^ she consoled herself for being 
hated by her motherrin;Iaw,, . 

Two years after, she bad another son, who seemed 
very strong and healthy, but died in cutting bis tc pth,;}; 
Tlio death of this prince put the physicians iti perfect dis^ 
credit with the king, and he has never since suffered any 
of tlie faculty about his person. He had been present at 
their consultations, and found that what they iigreed on 
whe n together, each of them condemned! when separately 

The assertion h totahy false that the queen dowager was 
upuii tlie road to Stockholm, travelling to court to congratulate her 
son birth of a prince ; nor is it likely thiit her life was in 

danger; and' it is no less improbaWe that the king sent any sWi 
coarsie message to her. - ^ 

* Altoirether a fiction, 

t Ipemmn were empfeyed by the police for this purpose, 

J This child Wm also Count Munck’*s, 

§ This is rather more humorous dian mnlihle, Could Mr. 
RisJel expect hisread^ts to believe that the physician \^ho mtualiy 
propc^d the specific fn^escript ion iii a consviltatipn, afterwards ibuud 
fuull to the king with bis^ own remrdy ^ 

J > ibf A im fuUk iMmrf 

f . .€2L \r\ *Tf "1 
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and tievet rose a^^ii* Tfaejy were ’not 
ttkmpliid to deatli, '1jnt a!mdit ‘ to j^iefies. 
"'Yeit the id'bbtaid ^missiott, tli&t 

titedead End dying passed\ciif^'r,^ a^ 
croi^d within eohtaihued' t^eit reveliy, 

'and dancinf; till siic; o’clo(^^ the tife^ momhig- 

consulted, and proposed his o^m, naethod. |le^ ^ npw 
(1789) tttteudeS by two stfi^ieouis,. one of whom had the 
good luck to be at hand when' the king broke his arm, as 
he was going td meet the emprrts of Russia at T^de* 
riekshamn, and has, ew since been ih ertidit. The uni-'’ 
Varsity of Upsid has, by way of couriesy, decorated both 
ithose g^demen with the tide of djoctor of Physic, Ihewigb 
neither , of tbm were bred up tfli. that .scienoeJ*! 

, , . “^The queen of Sweden iafbnd oif jnagnilic^ce in her 
ajpparel, and has sjpent much jponey in jewels; but she 
otherwise observes a ivry sirief, economy; and except 
what she gives yearly to the pooi", and jt)e?iS*one paid fo a 
cbuple ofladies'who biake her daily ebnipany, there are 
few persons who ^vbr ht^ 'any pfwf of 
Those two ladies bad formedy besen her ittaids of honor, 
and sinoe their marriage have ebntincied their attendance 
and preserved the favor of the queen by. Iber iftc 

news qf the day, aiid coinplimcnling her on her bcauly, 
shape, esquistie taste in dressing, ; .tbps 
wosnen of the highest rank, and possessing the. most emi- 
neni qualities, are equally.,8ub|eoi us others tb Uiepusstons 
of their 6ex.”*f ' * ’ ' *i 

* Mr. Rffitellas, in many insiances, in^.l^ed his vein Air sahre. 
at the expense of his veracity: perhaps he^dSd^^Jn this in^ance. 

-t Mr. Ristel ends, his adulatory and narrsti(ai of the wofl’ 
droDs virtues and endowoents of this queen, by deaerating hei' aa a 
•if mm without anjr fOw^'^ of miud, or deluacy of iehtiideul i ' 
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M&sm y€iiX 0 ; of which three huhdii^d thoustftt^l 
silldtted hettej* gfi'ij)|iii£)r|^t)f the regid 

dighitjr, ,a»d the incro?^ of the ifcing’s 
vate reventto. One hwdred thtjisaod ddJlats 
were to he divided hi equal sliarw ; Ohc inoietjr 
to be give© to the !)tike,bf SixfettahftlaMd, the 
other to be ^ppli^d in thd eatpeiw^^ 

baptising the’jonng crown 'prince j a hundred 
thousand doUars were to be presented to the 
(iueen as a free gift ; and one hundred thonsdod 
dollars as a dowry for the Duchess of Soijter* 
tnaijJand- The king, dn Ihe S54h of January 
closed the diet with a speech, alike eloquent and 
impressive, in wdiieh he boasted of being the only 
king, 'during that dehtiiry, who could dissolve 
the free ststeS withoUt’htiVmg evercisedor suffered 
oppres^on! Ho arrogated 'the august title of 
founder and defender of the laws and liberty of 
his country; 'thanked tlth diet ftwr thefr pCrswial 
attachment to himself, his queon, and kis son ; 
“ whom,” said the graceful oiator, ** I hope to live 
to see worthy the illustrious itame he bears.” 

the thinking pari of the '!?!wedea, wepe not 
dfeceived by the specious illusiohs that teenied in 
the flowepr %eedhes qf thrdi^king. This jiJ|##was 
considered as being no*f^jBS Idfluettdtsd^'by the 
cro4m, than former diets had j^een by the oK- 
garchy. The kht^^ as well tif^ cr&m, was 
involved in debt; dad grants 

was scarcely posfiilile GusteVus'edhidf'^Vo Ictfjg 
conihued hi»1^|dd^d caihtt. ^tht^fs^dabby of 



■ tjic que(»/ ’ ps(i^ tei# ,to a 

*joiitlngencae«t,,a5^ a pi^uu*aVy, 

«a.FelJ a)#, a ^«i4i^<j||ll 

TUe deputies fam retwie^ p> 

• tto holies, fr^af?htwi^ figjrij lj^idg»‘t<wards 

> tljie^ king, ,fi:ep9,f'kQWi tku 

tetWsui^a of tke^ k priirate ^ 

and<i<ee^u afterwaa*;^ 

aad deep, fUrevaitiug aiiio|igl4» l^e^s^cujtoojsl^ 
ia &U quarner^i of the kitigi^mn. IQs Sttudai^ 
md ,Da}car% ih& |udipiatiqta of ^4lie |Mq|ndui6e 
w^« m4 coxl^ned to oqpl^nts and iH^^pacbea 
al^nf , bat burst forth lb fei$ of lojugmee t# 
ibe kioga Jfw 'W'as d»ej|?e*^nM 

character of the* kmgf epmod : he wa» Ibeid 
up as a monster of <h86»«?wJfttiob ; as a being, 
tainted by propenaitieft of fbe uKwd abhorrent 
kind : and doubts were esqpressed aj» to the legi- 
timacy of^the ohUd thaa recently hurft. The 
pi niter of a pasquinade, affecting the king’s cUa- 
raeier, was condemned to oonfin^flieent on bread 
and wgter. The senate, which was Piled by the 
creatares of Guirtavus, tlmugUt propei, m their 
ovetfow of loyalty, to change the senteni^eto that 
oi dteA / kJPg i^dth^credit of pardoning the 
servile'-senatbrs incurred ihe odium 
of inaditahbig a ju^iW ipuTd«r» tn shew their 
derotion to ^uStavus took care to 

^degmk kica lg ^ aad formidalde 

abolition. 

^ , Ibo was pigged 
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Aoitirican cploQief|,_;'!?ra3>,foiijeg,'^ed ^b.jr th^'' 
or opei^^stijb.ty : 9 f |iili,Enr 9 ^^^ ( The njerr; 

laiMi a)|iiti t)e»mari4 i'fieftveiil, imuaepgo 
fTom eupplywg th^ i^voltod coIouistswidii,!E|«il;i^, . 
band' '^yaTlifcje / l^qir sbipajthjts eUnpS’ojr^^ 

were , 9 aptp#.'%, British, ' theSwedirfi 
infirchap^, copiplained.o ’thcise captures to^heir 
gpyeiiimeut, termii^ .them, aqts of piracy, and, ask- 
ing for conyoys to protect tljieir trade. The right 
of search, of the seizure of Contraband cMgpi^,- ; 
ah4ofblo,ckade,wcre4*«ie<i t)yabost of poyr^tjH 
'H'^riters, M hom this grteat question , produced lin 
every maritime ;state, and particularly in Holland, 
and .Sweden, Infiuenced no less by personal 
feelings than political , considerations, the king 
eagerly caught at this . bias . of the public feel 
ing to restore his waning pqpuJaTity, ,and became 
the soul as it , were of an armed neutrsdity of 
the north, and advocate for fhc Hherlv^ the me J 
Catherine , encouraged Sweden and Denmark 
to proceed to extremities ; secretly ;pleased; to 
see those naval states, braiye the, power ,df,; the 
British navy, , If their e:^traordinary lengim h^d 
led* to a naval campm^ji in the Baltipj is 

scarcely - room to dditb^ but she,, have 

screen«,d her own fleets,; und'ls^^osdibf Bwedeix 
and Denmark to haye me^ ihit.^e^uction ..that 
would certainly havjd ensued: bytia^atQf which, 
at no very diStspit day, ,^e,;hoppd-^^'hhi#it^:^ ' 

undivided soyeri^^iJy,nf 



<3irstiVtJS>fiE tmill)!. , I \5il 

‘ ■ ■ ■: ' Tjie-- ’<Jf • Bln- , ' ' 

TTi’afcrit, and ' Sw^U^'F’wks - th'l' 'of 

S-'^edett'a^d. Deiai!n‘a;i^ ^aeh siSctlaSf 
if ^G€Tnaall^v*■'4^''feiri^^^ 'a4ii"’‘'^a}>!es, 

thief- rej^blid 'ac‘ee46<i’;'tb 

the ppiiici{de “profcsai^ibythi^tfeatyri^ 
to esltiblish''dte ftfeedbm of "thp :’h)' hirfdl^ie 
tbe''right'ofs!i^rfchf and to d^a;rei ffie%hj| 3 (’aB^ 

; flaff'Shdold the cargo.' Tho$h d6lttih<i»,‘ ^ 

if ds^ied into praifttice, soon' have <. 

milted aiid annihilated Iht nat^l pnWer 
JUfitaiu. 'The way in which this fotthi^dhle coh- 
Jedcracy broke np is cxplaihied in ,,a prdcewng 
ohaptcp. It promised evc^ thing J wid ^^' 
ft irmcd none of its jwoinises: ' 

GustavUsthe Thiitl be'ihg'desiTOWS of visiting 
Aix la Chapellc and Spa; ‘ dpfent part of the sum- 
mer ^ of T 78i hi foreign tf avelii ; rettirning to 
S^fedeh' through Hollanth ip the aytumu of that 


year. 'In' I782f, his queen liPo^ed pregnant The 
birth of the hrst child put a final end to all amicable 
iftlidrCionrse betw'den Sophia Magdalena, dhii Touisa 
IJlric^.')' Those eOmmon-place feuds, froha which 
fe^Ta^ifi®* ate wholly cx^pt, are iinfif subjects 
W theiimtoric pe‘n; ^utthis wap of a deeper kiudi 
There existPhnqnef^ionabfeevVAence, to provethdt 
that grentifjttd w nevief fhcogniseH 

' tinstavuf'''ihddlphn|''h3''her ■’i^ihti'dson, not '''nVet 
j&dt or eacpressed ah^ aiiekidn tbwatds Mini ' 



.,','22. , ;v i;'":' ‘ , , hvdi'Avvi 'the' T ih'aD. 

suspected '-the qiite'r 

'whiicii fhll heavily ibiSt her fut^ peace, banished 
;Mher fron^ that coun'^ver forso many 
;she'-ha'ipresidhd‘'wit^fhht‘MMs'digTiity and taste!.'* 

■' '' ' '"'T'" ' , / ' ;k-.' 

*, Sir ,J.<>ha Offcjr, givK, the anecdote -tit .this 

groat woman*' »!^ich' ]te'’^p^®bahly 

‘ ■ Mr. Rwtol’is enterta^iug ii'orh,’ V*' ' 

■ ‘‘This pri^ioei! (fJustavusthe Third) “ derived wHatbere* 
ditaJry ^eot'be |>oss^^ from bis mothCT, Ulrica’, vyho, 
by capaeloUa knd' highly cultivated mind, pror^ that 
she Was worthy of being the’sister of Frederick (he 
" Her, jajarriage tfith Adolpj^us Frederick was the tei|t!t,of 
; ’ her owiMiuassisteid, address;:‘;frhjch, as it has.some novdt^, 

, 1 shall relate. The court and. senate of .Sweden sent an 
ambassador lUodgTiJito to Berlin, to watch andrejwrf upon 
the charatfttT and dispositioiis of Frederick’s two un- 
uiiari;ied daugfa ttys, Ulrica and Amelin, the former of 
whom had the , reputation, of bcibg' very haughty, <;raf(,y, 
..satirical, and malicious; .and ti»e Swcdi.sh court bud 
. already jjrelty neatlj; doterrnlned, in favor of -Imejia, 
who was remarkable for . the ot/rac/ion of her pej;sou, and 
the aweetnasd of her mind. The nris.sion of tbs' ambas- 
sador was soon buzzed abroad,'' (yol he w.^* ''hedn’- 
. nih !) “ and Amelia was overwuluied- whh misery on 
account of . hoc ihsupeiable objeeiKm to renounce the 
tenets of Calvin for those of Lutlier : in this <’f 
wrefebedness, she implored the itwitstence olitj^'fister’s 
counsels :toi,pr^venl an nnlcifsd tepngnant tp hlBl^pj^te^ 
The wiwy Ulrica advised hdr to assume 
m^rejpuUim dryjor-fj^t tw every one in. dale presence of, 
the Syiedjsb, ambassador ; which «4yicb she followed, 
whilst U.lidoa put on all those amia^teifi^ities, which 
her sister had prdyisionally laid aside. " one igfto- 

rapt of the catip wo« astonltdsed at tbe.‘;i^kn The , 
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' ‘iaad doiridsUc ^ ' ipastay 

^a.»gcrs of 

^mitjjdiS'hiB^d a^amst , 

4ieir^'’;Ud'J^«^ble ''im- 

pr^!voiks,\ in, _their' 

respective '€ou«t4^AA' •■ •:■ ' . -■ ■..■''.'A’' 

■amlij^ador jaforinHed^iB wni^f, ''dJat {^V;ba<J‘fcdffij^(^ly 
is^i^cn and liad' ■ reyetised ^ 

; r^lrocal 'f ow," oy bad 'qualities.,' , tlWca _ jiltiiaatelj; 
aa(i,^»oaJ^/e<?'tbei!^1de^of‘^w|dw^ 

Ijtife mbiti4a»'tibn',<»f Aia^&lfc vdio* ./W, liite, 
tlie strataf«itt of l^«fr sister aipd ^yi!K?r,‘’!!r~'^tdie '^wfkefn ■ 
..■tower, pp, 123,. m' 

’fhis quotstlOB is luado w si)ow Jte htBlicB raiJW tbin itpTOL' In ' 
tlie first place, lhi‘(binp'a|JiwaFsalwrdajBdiinpnohBWt!sin.'tteiwi«Bti, ' 
il’ A mclia’s objrctiom. were rea% ssniplcB e?<on*cien«j:,,bflW came sbe. 
tt> repijift ? Ab (b its norr/fp, ifiis'tak.liad beqa More the world d*. 
Sir John fkrr was' bom-’ If was idw iebtfed hj the Mr, HisTEt, mi 
frequently q^pSii^" who was a- ■ Loitisa ■ Ulrica.. 
']..asily:.ait!yin(;h it cannot lie >ex|«ctediM «o rapid.a tourist ahotld 
fill i'' qiiBito wdlh original matter, -tw' awM disgrace, by 
' owning Ihfi andtorities whence lp» qootjidOJts wifro derived, 

; - A Deceived and ndded by the snq/tity niiid pdlidi ofthe kill's maiii 
' And fiaiicted by dipge little flttentioiwisp g^atifyi^ to the mind, 

,- of a gf^tleroan, Mr. Coye gayc. the eba 

1^® 'id whom wo 

,' wMe^prdi^^At her'Vftfttfin). ^‘{Ntlaoe'-i^.l'redwplttibofi!, isUoaisn 
i.UWcis to fbij^rjek the wwpnd, ^ije^g of Pru^ ; a fa'incegs 
, w'ho rminbkd .|*r l^tlter, pe vyell i» epiuttenancp, as to those, 

; QttiioeHi !‘]y}>kli| Uic iwttBc of Brandesjiiai^K, 

bad, fe''toe time, taken, ^ebe- .' 
I tween hia: 11)^1*11' BOB, (^Sweden. , it was chiefly 'oecaaipned 
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, ^ctiompamcd lier ,ft||^(»oa4©ir 

daughter, Sophia Albertina, 8heretire,4 itothie palaw 
of Swaitsjd., The ,«^^,,heff suataified 

from the dep.’^^l’S^ and.i^iAlis- 

■gustmg extremes^fp.,;^hi|^ yicoa-Vledv hiilisip*' 

► shortened a life that might, It^jp^ise have been * ' 
prolonged several ^^ears ;y,,a^:the iuielligenc© of 
the quaere’s ^cond , pregnancy |yUugi , her indig*’ 
haiit bosorn \yith new sorrows,. she died* a few • 

, : 'i' r',''V.4' ' 

by the ambitious views uf the queeti . ai5cu«t?«^ 

to rule the nilmd with absdute ^hjkiiy h reign of 
bands expected lo retain tlie s^e influence, over her son* lJut 
the Jiionarch who Ictcl emancipated liimself fromi tlie shackles t>f an 
aristocracy, hwl too much spirit to be governed by. a wbiaati ; and ^ 
(be di$a|J[)aintpient^ o her viws drew from her frequent reinmi-* 
stmnees^, which, joinedd^o of (m dduufe, a miure 

to be jfuhlivly mimtione4j termiimMat in Jib Oj>eu rupture/' 
Vide Coxe’s Travels, vol, 4, pp. 39 and ^0 — T}u« WKiuMTa 
AKFAia, was no othdr (Iot her dwbefief in the h>gitima(> uf the : 


young prince 5— -which eincunisiwci ^nd not of 

Louisa Ulrica, wab (he cause of the FU]><iire aUudcil (o. 

♦ Mariyprecifnxsmonmnefttg i^fhcr science, t^stc^ andmagnifimico, 
remabed at Drottoingbolm ia 1808 * The lifnary, and tlic muj?eums 
It contained, lied the latter not .been rono vet! by G iinjtavnw tjic fourth, 
Adolplu^, -would alone Imvc pmdaimed the greatness of her 
Ampngst the most interesting oi the book^/ftre the vvori« ,d^ySi(toiiT, ^ 
in nine volumea, jnjblislied at Dresden in ’1748, and preiiht^ ly the 
author . to Louba Ulrica. These volutnes are enraged with very 
numer^sniB nertas, in the hand-writing of die author/edniaining a large 
fund of curidas inteligence not to bo found eleirh^^efe* Tu library^ 
was,a marbb bueft of Louisa Ulrica, largo as'life/Wrotu^ghi by the 
matchless hand of Sergei j and many pbrtmits takeg, *tt different 
, poriods ofher life, • , , ' ^ ’ 
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weielsi to'ilie birth’ of fh!e second of, 

Maj^dtilena. ' '' ‘ ‘ ‘ ^ 

Tiiose restfesrs, fiigb-Wj^iiliW,' yet, tnde and 
prejudiced people’ <be ItldlecarKaai^, bo«e witk 
sullen teluctaace tbe prohibition of disGllingf 
bmndy> In 'Ibey' broke odt in acts of vio- 
lence: a b<jdy of soldiers suppr^fis^ the riot, ^ 
and aeSred iheprittci|)aJ ring’-leadcrs : yet, though 
lucttaced with a general revolt, fcr the sake of the 
revenue affoided by this odious and unpopular 
Vn<Miopoly, GttslaVus Btil! persevered in its enact- 
ment. * , 

The naval and military power of Sweden was ’ 
not yet sufficiently matured, or he would, no dcrabt, 
have availed himself of the intention oi Catherine to 
(tnpjoy Jior armies against the Turks, to have 
mcule a dash at l?etersburg. Catherine was, 
however, very suspicious of Gustqvus, It was 

Hei idtlier we ITivdrt >ek WiUam her 

mother, Sophu Chathitfc, wasthfilaughtor of Uie tovelj nail nnJiir- 
tmwfe Hopluo Dorotbesi, th(t w rfe«t the olecAor*) pntice «f 
afteiwartlH («epige the fust, aodsmterto GeO*g»t the -soeond t sire 
was 0(81 Tied to Adolf Kredernk, tlw* ciowa pmoe ^Saoden, tStta.- 
ward*) king, IBtli of August 1744; crowned tin' sJClli ol Novetaber 
1751 ; and died, «n CiP jear of her age, on tl»e ISth . 
I7H3. • _ 

LotiiiBa tJUTO^ liviuij aind lamenWI^ Tbft 

edtss^ ai 0 almodl ^ lutuiii <4 The t legtf»b wwtf'w m ai^ciouiKt 

of hf»r deaih were greiktei ;minber,r attd ^trjKnilar tn 
what had been ln9w*n on any tomior death of Svvedish qiieea 
TBe bediitiful ode wMtejjby iha elegant poet AliLffRCR^Mis^ gawd 
ihe rold medal gmm by the toj i acmfcmvi and ccmmly ittveij 
iimi>rd the divtioclmn* 
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she should, if possiWe? %ell assured 
of his designs, whose fleet and army were really 
formidable, if united in an attack on a single 
point of an extended irontier- She knew the 
king wds venal; and mi^t bf subsidised by the 
Porte, or the court of Versti^e®; ; i;jShe therofiwe, 
proposed an interview to take place at Fredcrick- 
shamn. Thsr king acceded to her reqticst In 
the beginning of June, he set Out for Finland. 
At a review of his troops, his charger .startled, 
threw tlic king, and broke his arm; i Though una- 
voidably retarded by ti^ accident, he was abh; 
to meet the empress bn the 20th. With a view to 
astonish and gratify Giistavius, with whose fond- 
nessf of splendor she was well hequainted, Cathe- 
rine caused a temporary palat e to he prepared iu 
Petersburg, the Frame and. furniture of vhicii 
were transixjrted by water. The ajiarlmt'uts 
were numerous,, most elegantly designed, and 
magnificentiy furnished : and so secretly and ex- 
peditiously was, it set up, that (^ustavus liad not, 
or pretended not to have had, any intimation «)f 
what was iufendedi till he was ushered into a mag- 
nifirent saloon by Catherine in person. During .the 
^tlirce days that tho.se extraordinary perso^^s re-* 
mained’htaFredertckshanin, their time waadiverted 
by French plays, and by a constant succes- 
sion of the morSt brilliant and costly festivities. It 
w'as af serted at the time, that Oaiheriuie gave Gus- 
tavus, as a personal present, or rather m « krilk, 
a million of doUjirs ; and pledged her imperial 



‘ GUSTAV'U«' ’dTH.?. 

' wrd not to ibnifint iatemal tPoubliSNs in Sw^dete, or " 
jBriJtoid, if he yeeld 

opeiii or covert; heir Kewr^jper- 

haps/'did a 

metoal’_'’ 'hatred' 'wa^ '«toJre\/itt'vetorhte;^ ^to'^he 
'etapress’ touH'd, J't’'“ii^vepiehi;fco'’'a^p^ dtio ' 

had forgotten to# (ihistoyns 

' and, an adultreto ; and the poMto (J-iiiatavus, ; 

forgivin g U)e odious epithet Of a --4—, and appear' 
mg to forget the “ euautetir itafor,-’ ^ k^,”, ’ . 

-paid Catherine the lido# jSaitteitoig' and prof<to^ ,. 
Itotnt^ ! Never did a pai? of grcateTidissemhlers' 
meet; and ne%'er was toe p#tmg of toedfearest' 
.friends marked by stronger'extorioV signs of 
mutual affection and esteem ! T^ie mtorview .an- 
swered the ]>urposc of the empress and thg kmf*; ,. 
(lustavus recruited bis prh’ato exchequer y and ' 
Catherine, secured froni attack on the side of 
Sweden, was left at liberty to pursue her ambi- . 
dons designs against the OttopiiiH ewpirel The 
burgers of Stockholm, who were .attached to the 
king by the splendor th# bonsiimeti their pro- 
pertyj paid him a flattering eomplimciit on his 
tetortij by a grant of d-TOOO, fortoe snppoKt of 

some ti'^ditional beds in toe royai hospital, callM^ 

the 'Where patients with fiWssRired’ or 

broken arms were to ’be received.' 
f yarious motives ;havo > bieeii assigned .for the 
king’s journey into Italy, none of which weye 

* camp in I'inkud^ where ihc accnlont Iiwcwd, O’tts'aa 
milled. ■' ’, ‘ ' , ,". 
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cqrr^, Vid some were of tqo jnfamoiis a ‘ 
na,tufti to W recitqii; Although be was not , 
bdusj bis profusmh was bqui^ldleW wben nii p^smn 
for fbA niagnificeiit was ‘to Sfe ‘^atific^ ; and the 
sjpiOTfe draini^ from Sweden^ fpd left ii? count 
fries 'ife'’' was severely felt in fho course 

of exc^ange*^ on his kingdom,^^ In Stoctl^hdlmy 
Ciustavq^^^s a rigid Luther, an. At ^omc, ,he 
attended high mass j and his devotion induced, 
commonalty to believe he was in his het^rt a 
stadncK Catholic ! Amongst bis favorite coitittiqrs ' 
be laughed at Lutherans, and Catholics. During 
this tour on classic ground, Custavus purchased, 
and transported to Sweden, soine of the finest 
specimens exta.nt of Grecian sculpture.* Amongst 
the mUny ancient statues, that of Endymioo, as 
large as life, in a recumbent posture, is the most 
exquisitely beautiful. It is one of the chef <r<ciivrc.H 
of the Grecian school, in the meridian of its fuiuA 
Gustavus paid two thousand ducats for this hue 
relic of the’matchless genius of the great Grecian 
sculptor.'} These costly purchases were made to 
furnish a chaste and select gallery of antiques, with 
whieb be intended to embellish the stqper^Ui 

, ,*• Sir JsllrOtrr aasertH, flat Vvhm he was in Swisden (JS(i4), 
hvc hundred iHeres uf jiaintiag and statuary had arrived at Stuck- 
holm from Italy, that had been purchased ly Oustavus the Third.'; ' 
t The auUwr was assored in Stocl^holm, hy t»vo professors of the 
Swcdkili academy of painting and sculpture (T<smpleman.aad Piper)t 
that ftuunaparte offered d t^avut Ute Fourth, 300,000 livr«s fur this 
aiatue alone. , . 
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' ' ' , ■ ' •' A V vr)’" ' 

p^ilace' that he, had 

aad mtehdcd to erect ia tjie at Uag^- 
So tine was his ' taste, , ere he set. out e» this 
toufj ahd so highly polished h® 

was 'more hkely to serve ^ a^moad tOf others, 
than to copy irom thdin. i^br was ther^ any ife^ 
that his morals sHbijld j^ffer ^ ^ there , waa 
scarcely a vice practised Jby the greatiin sewtihepa 
climes of which he was ^iltlbss. .Ohstayus 
passed the winter of 1763,.. a^ thes easi^ 
.spring:, in Italy.* He visited j^sa (wh^re.he used 
the Whs) j Rome,t; Najple^ Florence, ,, Genoa, 

,t ' 

, , 'V ' ' ^ 

^ The roj 0 i«$iye portico and vast fluted coflnemf et tbe mem 

rhpiod from a temple diiscoy e.red at Pestum m Calabria. The Mii«eO!« 
in the preat palace^ m IfJOS, cpntaincda magnifi^nt eoUwtwa <|ir„ 
mai hles, iiir ?mrpassifig any thing of the kind in this kikigdom x 
no ad^^quate d«riptim< has yet 'bci»n given by kny 
tra\ cller. 8ir Robert Ket Porter wanUhe gentleman from whose 
pvu it luighi liave been ^expected* 

t In the Operadiou^ isan unmense ei^d l^ historfcaJ, polluting? 
probably by Desprez, representing a procesaiaa iii Romo, wherein 
the reigning Pope and Gihstaviis the *iliird, form the prigqpal figures. 
There Was prefer %»edl the Dijdima whereby Gustavimthe Tliird, 
ddri«)g his stayat Rome, became a memberof die academy of wciimees; 
a?ifl aJ«o jt ibpok, printed in tangU&f^^ H 

fmp^gandn Jide, 

The niagaificent library at Drottmnghotei, has^rli? 'foUdwing 
vei*seft iimribed over iiie entrance to tl>e room appropriated tb 
Italian ^«4bjectB^ .'Uamefy, 

Ont Rom bar ktmgar iSN^tt iir Nordetits kalla rike, 

* Som gjutjt forasar blod, som krossar all dess magf, \ , 

Bci ser br samam kmd i dag, i^Ltigusti like # 

Ge vittra konst^r lif, och toUep cldgch mod/' 
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Venice. The luxviry, re®ien«jnt,, po^tisfeed 
intatners, and elevation ©f mind, that dh^tingni^ed ; 
this modem king, of the Goths and; V^dadsi 
at first astoi^iished add delig'hted the Italians;, 
fliey saw, however, nothing in him to ,or 
revere. .Mere admiration soon dwindled into 
ifidiffereiice : , a certain h«h sorronnded and 
taaited liiar^hame. The king became the subject 
of severe pasquinades.* On public occasions 
his magnificence eclipsed all competitors. In 
his private life, that economy which he prac*.- 
tisod to husband lus ^resoorces for grand dis- 
plays of pageantry, degenerated into meanness. 
Kings are' rare customers : Gustayus fontid 
that one mode of shemng their cxahul ideas of 
hi& riches and magnificence, was by charging 
him most exorbitantly. This justly Ofi'ended him, 
and gave rise to almost perpetual bickerings 
during his extensive, toUr.f Gustavus received 

, , TtiLnahiknu 

** tile regions of the nortlL if Rome ims king- 
who died! the blood <rf her pnnoas, and destroyed her jjowct 5 today 
she from the name lemd, an A.Ucn'STTfS,^ timt ahlaiaiioii 

to and energy and ikmrage to'tiie votaries ortho 
was reported in Sweden timt (hewb lines wWe 
WTitten hr Italian by Canov 4, the Iwsotn friend and fettoW of 

thie grisar^vcdwh scidpte SeucIkl. 

,, ^ One of these m\^ in lialiaii, jtiius: ! 

, ‘Ml il Conte di Hag^ , , 

H clii molti vedi e pola pagn^ t” — ^tneaning, 

, That the Comitof Haga would see eveigr thing and pay notlting.^ 

, ; t The following extracts from the Journal of a person 



v/’. <J i;sTAV<T8 ^he , , 3i; 

; presents of rare dJnft valuable articles from mo^ 
ef the Italian eoniifts., In; ^ invested 

several persons with ordm of Icaighthood that 
cost him little. In tJie 1784» 

he atrived at Paris ; , where he was; ree#»^ with 

ia the Suite oi* (sustavus di® T^bird,. darijig bk Italian 
were published to retqrt; on Mr.' Acei^hi hM 
of Swedish j«ns, aad _8wedidi travehmg. , ,, 

The Work wl>eace this extract w& entitled 

“BnVfg'ew appoarfi^^ been pub-* 

. Tished ih tlerman, ftt OripswaMej u£- ] 804, aod weittea by , 
Frederii^k Ruhs, It was, however, gcaeral^ believed % 
lbcJ!//efn/« ia Stockholnj, (hat Sir C. J.4i<»^o]d, w^ wa* 
callo'd. from his peculiar fate veia of vrit,. the ol 

Sweden, was the wriUir; and , by whoiJV .in 180^' the 
ofiii’os of i)i-ivate secretary and librarian to Oustavus ti^e; 
Kotirtli, were filled. But that which induces the author: 
to ia.sert the extract here, is (he assertion of an eininent 
member of the S wedish academies, who assured him, in 
1808 , that the extracts were writtai by <»ustavus in his 
private journal. ^ ' 

“ Between Helsitigborg and Stoclbi^in, a dis|taiice of 
“ near 400 miles, nothing that can be considered asauiao 
ist<,»beiMel with: whereas, thereisnoikarjtiJfV^ufyi where, 

“ in the same S})ace, you would not come iote^s, in 

'jt$aimse,'andf.l<;gaHce, and eoory 'comfort 
“ minupefmr to the capital <f Sweden: That m .Ijbly, ibe 
“ south perhaps excepted,. it i.s impossible to tmvt^ltwen^ 

“ miles Without mceling with an itm ; vvUilst there is not so 
mucb as ONE tobe fomd iu. Stockholm ilsclf: that a smaU 
“ village vi Italy is better provided with all the^ ucces.sarie8 
" and converiicncieshf life, than die most einineut provincial 
**, towns lU S'wedeu,.*’ Vide Ajc,erhi, V oj, 1 p. C, ' 
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ponsibk; Cfjto.. . 

■ &&^ms 
busiaess. 

.paying, .ti!^:<#|Juktp4i .0^ 

' . ,and,^ . aJ^ ^ ' 
island called St. Bartholomew, near GuadaloupC; 


. ' , , i ' ^ :S tS ,' ' '\' ■ " ■ % : . \ ,'>,ji > ' ‘ ' r ' v . •'; ‘t - < ^ • ■ '‘’>V 

■ .r> **'»Cb»'Mf. AcfsrW' b€iiete'’WiHit'’lie Wtik«,? Baet he' 
not pepdeiviB thatSifly sxicli cities Bfi^ittookhtoka, ia| 
of a*, little iiMn« than fifty Swedish miles,*! fin 
age- thgr Wtw. built, niuit juevitaMy ebtaiuDie AlltlaS pro- 
.,du<ie of -tbe lead, aad'ootdd pot' be sabsisted; . Boes'iie 
,:lic{jeve that- ;ttee' ia hot a siagte sou) alive ia FlagUmd, 
'Sweden, or ©erimauy,' that has travelled' ia;fial> ? As be 
iha8%ikffli lj|>e ilibffty to fabricate his Jonraal ih Sweden 
'according:!^ Ms own pleasure, he will allow a Swedish 
Imveller the same iuddgence to repreRcnt in -its /rye 
.colours the situation '.of, his much , boasted*. (MJimtry^parla* 
cularlyao iar asire.speets the stations t (po8t«hotBH>8.))hins, 
aad eifpficially the atony, faino«.idliee, that foe eltgance, 
beauty, and every oouveaience of . ufo, an® equal if not 
miperior tothe very capital of Sweden I-»rSec,hei!e is a litUc 
eortraot from .soefa a traveller’s joarnat, for the acttwracy nf 
which I wUl be respansibia., Y ou will, find. Sir, that ; th^ 
.persbuage'vvbo ntadetbis tour, had more pofWi* 
/oi claiaa to a.distiDgutsbeKi reception ia ltailjit.4i(«iii li«i> 
Acerbi-j^iJd have fo Swedep,'-- 
CoBMT of Hau 4 (Gosiavus tbo Tiur4:)«'' .Ifi* «« •flistin- 
Ittiisbed person, belonging to- hh nvaBt.Jalteudaats^‘W^ fo 
the narrator.”-- ■ ,,v,v> *•>• 

At' iicned^U, between .Sfnitfoa .mad , Mqdei|a, 

'' . " '>^}k „ f 

* A mile Sweflid), » rathe;^aiure ibaa sit and a faah.E^gl^ . 
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Having been efttextained by the French court 
with every mark of personal respect, and treated 
with a constant succession of costly festivities and 
magnificent spectacles, Gustavus took his leave 
of the Bourbon princes, and arrived at Stockholm 
(after an absence of ten months) on the 3d of 

thrvo wire iia horses, although they had previously 
ordered. W^j were therefore compelled to subslitutr o.w/, 
and to put four pair to our carriages. The drivers walked 
by their side, and drove bv their voice and a lont? stick 
(or goad), but wlthnui reins. The trniu marched so slow, 
that in /Aw hours we made no more way than about sk 
E nglish iinles, At the next post-house to St, 

Benedetto, a new source of delay aro«o from the want of 
hi>!'ses. They arrive d sate til nigld; and by all wflrts ef 
pretence’ we w'ere iayed till the ne\t morning,. Uur 
for.uer fuvuillions werr* very ready to drive u.^ but day 
demanded four zi'chms (two pouivis sterlinu) for a 
sUilioiiL of about ten Tnglish miles. The apartments in 
the inn were so bad that we found the eoacb preferab!«\ 
A wretched, ab<nnaud.MO, fiulf-baked. dry wheedeii loaf, a, 
piece of cheese, and some eggs, vere aU couhl get to 
eat. In Carpi, an episcopal city thrMueh which we 
passed, vs'C brenkfusled at the ijuji, nml jiiocured some 
bread, cheese, and a bottle of sou?' srim\ which was too 
bad to drink : this sorry breakhtst for three persons, cost 
a ducat (about ten shillings English). 

The theatT’ical representation at Modena, was the 
rape of the Suliines, and so very infenor 1 could not 
endure it longer than during two sctan 
^ Bet'weeo Alodena and Bologna, we passed the 
Paiiaro : the ferry bout not being there, we w ere compelled 
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Jl^gusf ' 1784. Although his 
been on the wane, the citizens o# StoekhbllriHo 
compliment' the kingi condiffieinorated Jms' totum 
from Italy by an inscription ’Over the bridge , 
at Riddariiol'm, infornung posterity,’^ that'ni^^ 
rebuilt a bridge of stone, in lieu of aformer strnc- 
ture of wood. 

to wade through Uu! shallow stream, j but the passage 
money was demanded just the saqie, and was psud as 
usual. This also happened in several other places. 

“ On the £?(1 December we stopped at an . in®^ af" 
Torrenieri, not litr from Sienna. The passage nr aitrwce 
to our room was so situated that we bad to pass through 
the sfables, a circumsiauce by no means i||i^mmoa m 
the pnblic houses pf this country. Our supper consisted 
of a soup not eatable, aDd,.ob|cJi.cDs d,re.ssed in three dif- 
fe^t ways, namely, boiled, ala d^ube, and, rousted. 

“ AiJ^rMapecZenie,.a)town in die ecclesiasticul states, 
where through the .want of horses we wore obliged to 
wait several houra, they^ charged two setjuigg and a half 
(four or five and twenty shillings) for n few eggs, some 
slices of a Bologua sausage, and half a 

* “ Gustavo II T. O. R. '«i!vo el soi-jiito. 

Ex itinerc Italic-o patriie.|v(liliuj. “ 

Hunc pdiiteni sucto lapide (Mustn'icttim, 
liignei loco jam vetustate coflabcntLs. ' Fbl^ 

' rfduoi et Isetititp piiblioa*, dei’icarunt *' ' ' 

Gives Hehnenses.— D.iii. A«g.M,DCC,'L^XXlV.” 

The expense of this toiir was 50,0001. ; but this extended to 
the tiavdlling charges oid)’. The king pr6lia1% 'expended tlffec ' 
times that sum; two Uiirds of which was the 'j(nift:ha« af 

Works of art with vrhicli to diAliiellish his tesitfened, ' 
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bad fe®r«est8, of 

:Hiaoy peirsottspjeriiiliedof^s)^ iottbiBiclNts, aad 
by tbeJbigbway s^esi'fTM awfiil yisital^n did n<rt 
JwMlace: tbe Jciog in ^east ito abate bi^fifvaige for 
«pi|«(idid spectacloa. His > court u)^a $ti}l tho 

“ At Monte Roasia, the public roominut theinn»|»d' 
Ob dobr,1he kitcfabn smoked to such a’degree it wasi%- ■ 
supportable ; and the other rooms not ^avingr gfass dr 
sash, were shut op with blinds, a cbirtOto’ rery pre- 
valent 'throogboat the country.' A wbeW of the enr- 
riage being broke, we were forced to repfttco itWtb bpo- 
tber, for which, though it \ras'<t.'Wfp b^d? "we WiSite 
made to pSjf six sCtpiins into the bhirghih. '■ " " ■ 

“ The ci^ of Vdletri, in the (»telebifb|t!cal states, is 
tolerably large, but lonely and depopulated. inn at 
which we lodged bn the 29th of January, was ihr^ 
execrable : and as soon as a fire was lightad, was filled 
with smoke. Such was the n%bt passed by Horace, 
when he made his tour ipto^'Cattipaiiia. Sat. i. 6. 

“ Puzzuoli (the ancient Puteoli), pear Napfes, is a 
city whose inbabitants amount tb somb thousands, bat it 
is ill built, small, and dirty. T^e walls at a distance 
appear as if the edifices bad beep destroyefl by fire'! an 
aspect which it has in common with mok of the Italian 
sina^ 'tp^ns, winch is produced by the ilaf roofs of thh 
bouses, apfi .tbf open apertures, which spppJyUbo place 
of Windows.,;: ,, . , 

‘•' Here, as in.jthf .genetali^ of places in Italy, the 
ex;teni| of wr^hydness und.miseiy is rlenoted by the vast 
pmpljeiy ^.hisg^fsl, ' 

“.Not far from tbe^jwefl jl?J,owi» ruins of Pestpm, the 
Possidoniam. of the ancients, is Eboii, an inconsiderable 

i >2 
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'wrlulst- hciIpBd' 

to lP«3aa|^^o| i»lpportiiig!;^^^^^ 

aplendop/ :.wee<toheil 

lacMNMt* 

When a pojw^alatioj* ^ 


'"li;,’.' 


a yile place, iHere^ we were ordered to 
n^ifaia roows for one night for the Connt of Ha^. This 
however, Was no ea^ matter: the inn could only afford 
twd hMs; we considered thfe Franciscan convent i» be 
the more^iglble habitation ; but the celts Were too ntiall) ' 
and the mattresses too bard to be slept on. In this 
exigency^ two burghers made us an offer of their habita* 
Jipn. Tbe window places were without sa^i(''paaement, 
or glass; but blinds were substituted ip thbir stead, and 
the rooms were filled with filth and cobwebs. The uajked 
wails of stone were besmeared with dirt and nastiness ; 
nor could we procure any candles for love dr niionj^. 
Necessity compelling us, we accepted the proposal, ‘find 
the Count of Haga was perfectly satisfied wi^ ^hr ar- 
rangement.* 

« Even in the laigest TtaUan cities, dirt, and filthiness 
of er^iy kind are exdeedin^l^ cdnunon, and exhibit me 
most disgusting appearances.. At 'j^dme itc^f, the pdbidst 
monn^ents y her ayiefit spleisly «h “8ufrdundei' by 
'Cfoii^Ws ipc^skp.' The ^ royal palac’d'at‘pa]^^r^ 
seated '^^,^milar spectacle: . .,thd r^t* m 'ihe 

pabljjc streets, with fetid ocy^sioning a m^l ^daeous 

■’ '■:!»: i'., /'?c, 

** '".Tt*' i- j /i' i/* ■r'Av.!’. ■'jii.'i’- ;’.iVv'Vd., 

“ Instead of having markets neat and cteap as otusm 

Swedep, for the sale of their meat, or 





wyoTj 





tmto. 

b<l> taott kind than ixis eaiviagev ofodiliig 
UMve bland ;Uiiaii]R!l«iiaigi}ag^ Heo^fiorflc^ed with 
tSu( tdOBt i»idted itidiat ihia heart was 

acddy and void of oowrjfittsstoii^ €tiiiiiaftt«> l^e 
‘die**celebransd Stenie^e apjieared to be ho of 
miiimnt that there was no room for charity. 

A wish to induOe the states to*1SKtend aid fo 
the sudering provinces, and ot introducinf the 
crown prince f to his sponsors, wcto the reasons 
assigned by Gostavus, after an intorval of,e^i 

a 

» 

find the latter article of nonrishmokt indiWriSamately diV 
persed throughout nil their public places ; ^a&d the smell 
of this raw fish is' extremely ofTenslva. Inslead of 
slaughter-houseis for catlte, well regulated lihe tbose^ in 
btockholm, yon there see the meat suspended every 
where m stalls, and the blood of cattle lowing down die 
kennels.— ^ 

“ Well ' does Mr. Aeerbfs Italian pride find itself 
flattered by this accurate description pf his country t Can 
any one teasel so very comfortably in Ate native land? 
J^d these unparaUelled cities, found at the end of ev^ 
Swedish mile, and wh)ch the boaster says are handsomer, 
more^eilperA, and possess ali ihf enjoyments of Jar 
mdlre abundantly than even die capital of Sweden,— ;;4it 
cpAciI planet do 'they erist^ Should not,oBb dT t^em W 
instance, be Jlencighohe, in tb« eccleihisdcal states t” — 
Bri^en ttber Skkmdent by fVedierick Rfths pp. 41 to 4S 

. • Vldeii^ypoRtBia. 
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convening a diet. But Mr* Rislel ' 
nmted that the real motive was to ’lhWart soitffe' 
fttvorile measure of Catherine the Sebbfld} 
it pm^nted the inteiided coronation at Chetsoii-^ 
Gustav (is wished to be thought ih bte 

ways ; and established for himself such a 

178 to thfe Hi« account is iw \ iz. in lh<* af- 

tmiomi we wcr^ prescn^rd to ihv prince roynl^ whq^ thonghmrcely 
wx ymr^ old/’ (the child only jqars H^rid Jive inontl^*!) 

went through the forms of a dravving-rooiii with wi^nderful em* 
afid addff*s8for so young a person. *’ — Vide VoL IV. p. OR 

^ The year 1787 openfid with llie oxiraordinarj' spectacle of the 
journey of the ompri'ss of llossia from Potcivburg to Chersion. 
where il seems to Iiave been her original intnuiun to have been 
.nwned* with all possible niagnifictjuce, and under the splendid 
lules t*f empress of tJje oast, lihcraior of Greece, uud resn^rcr of (he 
series, of Romm) emperors, who formerly svvayed the sceptre o\e; 
that divihlrm of the globe, — 

The sjdeiiflor of the route of the czarina surpasses wiiafcver 
tlic imaginalion would spontaneously suggest. >v: 4 S escorted hj 
an army. Pioneers preceded her march, \)ho^.t; Imsincris was to' 
render the road as even and pleasant as it could poK<yI)ly 1)0 made. 
Ai the end of each day's journey, she found a temporary palate 
erected for her reception, together with allthti accommodations and 
hi.\uricft tliat Petersburg could have affortled. In the number of 
Jmt followers were the ambassadors of Loudon, V'ersailli4^ aid 
Vicjwia; tyjA her own ambaH’^ador, u-* well as the envoy of the 
fiapcror to the court of ConstantinopJe, werr apiwintcd to moot her 
at f'horson. She h.'^ direciwl the former, M. dc Bulliakcrt, to Bound 
in a distant manner the Ottopian Porte, retjaifing the sending an 
officer (o compliment her on her arrival, and ihus.to js’ithcss and 
siUiciion as it were, die degiadatioB of the TurJiH; hat the firoposai 



, :far,; -hot 

fqeynlwf^d .-,itlje’':,^a$t' .^e|^imp€}.'4^^ ,|^%|'V0rrd. 
®im,d .ij^k^lclrfesj jibiJjJ^, ,i^c).,TO^^ 

hay^e a 

tjiat ^4 ^nfermd fifli 
coi3#is|p4 ,|» «s;tii)guishiHg,:, v^a4,?iiid ra- 
pacious nest of usurping nobles forming the oli- 
garchy j in restormg order to-ith^^^nances; in 
relieribg agriculture, by granting a more secure 
tenure of the crown lands, and longer Jleasesj with 
. reversion to the eldest son; in penftirlihg a free 
eacportalion of corn; iu preventing land-owners 
from compelling tfaeir tenants to deliver' their 
corn-rent where they coihijianded ; ^aiid allowing 
it to he deposited at the.neajcesl; inar&t-tow^i.^ 


Uas rejected witli jndjguation. We have seen king of Poland 
meet her in her journey ; and tb^ emperor, not contented with swell- 
ing her triumph at Chersion, api>eare(J in that capitll <^bt days be- 
fore her, arid proceeded a considerable iteance. up the Dnieper to 
give her the imeoting., The coronation, for we are unable 

to explain, wa» laid aside ; but the emprw w^as received under trium- 
phal archefi at Kiow ; and Upon her ^riVal at Cherti»un, liaving thought 
proper to extend the wali^to toko in a larger space than they yet 
cohtainelVshe inscrn>ed one of the jipites of the city, T%to\igk 
tiu im ike road f<) Byxdnfiumy The imperial viaiiw eu- 
fe^i^ the city on the SSSd of^May; and, having remainod five days, 
pi^cedod to make a tour t^ugh the jirincipal places i^the' penm- 
which ^ya« fortnight. The 

em^esa tfeturhi'd tO' Moscow /’ — New 

Amiml &i. 

• ^ was then ^tetl upon 

in Sweden, may ie cohebivt^ from the of tb()se rejaxatiims*^ 
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m diet (f lim.-^Condact of'Cblm^ Ajmfdti-^, 
JPr^ibmmi Atiemments of the' cmm prince . — 
Jdrrmg pities (f the Northern Couku , — War 
Sweden and ^msia. —Anecdote of itussian 
mml officers. — Gustavus the 'fftird commands^ 
tkt atmp of Finland. — A formidable fnntir^. 
— J}enmdrk joins Ra^ia, — Gusiavirs rcturju to 
^ftckholm.-r- Progress of the Dane, in Sv'okn.— 
Gustavm sets off' suddenh/ for Daicarlla. - Clui- 
tacter of the Dalkarls. — Courage and aeficUp i>f 
the kifig.-r^Briilsh mediation. — Arm'u''l''v betvrev 
Demtark and Sweden. 

EIGHT years had lapsed after the (hen oi 
1778, befor^' Gustavus the Third called artoiliei 
general apfe&bly of the slates. Whether it wsu? 
state policy^ or the warit^ of ah exhausted treasury 
tktt at last iaipcllcd this iheaShfe, it was deferred 
as long as possible. The last diet wi|s sud^^ly 
.closed to present the extedtof the royal at(thonty 
being discussed in the Hdu^e of Nobles. A\id 
when the pubheadoifci ^t: 'thB ' deWe^ was 
nouncsed; the king pi^efl^tecfe|^^ iheasure by 

copse, ' 9 . these ' 
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77>e pwclamdtiott for cmvoking the ime 

suddenly published in Finl^d: it Mve^ mhoily 
tinejcpected in S^ckholm. The empress Ca- 
therine reprimandej^ hef for not bay- 

ing previously informed her of the event; the 
lifcpprt having re^hed her 
tiers*.' ' Ihie diet, commenced on . tfeie' yth 
of May, llBB. In his opening spedbh, the ,tth»g 
etpatiate<i on the, prosperous state , the. loni?' 
dom respecting commerce, the army, ;mivy#“«»d 
ibrtidcatious ; and he enumerated the^ inany, fd- 
vantages enjoyed since hisgaeeession to the throne, 
of which the royal dissembler said, tlie ctuelf^re, 
the preservation of peace, and theryliicrtjf i^'hfie 

“Our nation, however,” said be, **ha8 rtot 
l»('m fxcinprcd from the vicisidtpdea to whtjdh all 
ini'nJ.ine snuations are liable. The first of all 
ri< 'les, the productions of havb^bOen 

doj.iott U' for the last, three ycara;; amlvthis <^a- 
niity has not a little increased ray earhf>» tpAn Jed 
for my suiject* as Jvr p^sc^,* . Wh^ 

\oth I have used to prevent the disaatijous.effecsta 
of 0is failure ; and what, auccpntst j ^ave gken 
fot ifliie relief of my subject, yooiajheady l^^ 
bjf ine effects. , Iday ai^pjiate you to doncur 
with* me in such measures ;i|piy;peoteet our 
coviiilry from sim^ae .aSaafOiCtunea imjfutnreJ” 

»♦ |^i}dl«OTed' thu bjr p^Vteb’ perieWriti^ i» all fh« luxuries of 
hiii exaatsgaaf eifiMieteefit, oMly .jpa^htty, at a tiaw of 
fuich awtiil calamity. 
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^^s^vos then spoki^of Ui? ,ciT>^n prince, pf liiat 
^ucation, and of the eifforts used , to render hiia, 
worthy of being the Iiead of a free people. , ‘‘ I, 
rejoice,” §aid he, “ that the first object which OQr^ • 
curs to his innocent view,, is the ufmit of a peop !^ : 
essentially free, submitting to the, laws, eonjciintjl^a 
with the king, who, at the same time that.he is 
invested v?it1i authority, is himself bound by the 
same laws.” * 

He concluded his elaborate and high-wrought 
speech, by presenting the four, following propo^i* 
tions to the diet, e. & , . 

1. That the punishment for itifmtiicidc be 
changed from death to peipetual imprisonment, 
witfi a public whipping once every year, on the 
day on which the crime was committed.! 

2. That estates shall no longer be dividtd, 

but shall descend from the father to the eldest 
son, charged with tlie portions of the otlier chil- 
dren. , 

3. That the king be authorised to draw from 

the bank a fund sufficient for the c'st,ablisliment of 
a magazine of corn, in, any, place where he shall 
jiKlge convenient, in order to pretent llie exnes- 
sive i^arness of that article. ^ ^ 

4. That the king be'empowered to draw frdm 

• 

„ ,* It is surprisi^' tlie, king rfipuld have tjie temeri^.aiid 
folly .to sppak. tbop of a child, by ito mcwis of bright f atnral parts, 
and who was then no more than seven y^rs and six months old C 
t This iatv was in force in Sweden in 180$. 
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the bink a fubd W dteftriyiftgf the 
iJie itniaes; and partienlarly ' for the 
sljetiring* that of FaWhn from ihttn^a^ddQ: 
'theedndition, however, Of his deposttthig^ in the’ 
ba'nk a quantity of copper, equal hi value h> the 
specie tfl&en fium it. ’ ^ r ^ 

The king carried only one of these propesi^ 
tions; namdv. that which iwlated to *the eSta- 
biishment of public granaries, as a resoUfce in 
years of scarcity. The •man?ier in whiph even diis 
was opposed, shewed that it was suspected that 
the money which the king might thus obtain, wpukl 
be devoted to support his destructive splendor. 
General Baron Pechlin. whom' the king arrested 
in 1772, used very mild language, and liberal sen- 
timents on this occasion. 

■ Genend Toll, a mimshruitht, - proposed to 
empower the crown to accept a commutation in 
money instead of horses, &lc. fomished by the oc- 
citpif 'i s of the crown lauds. This proposition was 
.<soon negatived. la resj)ect to' the alkdition of 
the king’s monopoly of the distilleries, he rejected 
every application from the peasants; expressing 
his readiness to surrender the monopoly of dis- 
tilling brandy from corn.; but he demanded ip its 
place, as an indemnification, a tax on coffee, and 
also a perpetual land-tax. This would, to a great 
extent, have transferred the btifthen from the 
plebeians to the ndbleiC.* It \Vas therefore vehe- 
mently opposed, and rejected almost unanimously. 
The only vote of supply was C00,000 dollars, to 
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tile public graria:ries. '^e %iiig‘'Tieftled 
iti*rereral matters of Hainor impoirtaHCe to tfee 
■washes of the diet; and evea his personal vote*th 
the senate, in ease ef equal divisions. As he 
probably had in hiS own mind, at this time; de- 
termined to abolish the senate altogether at 
next diet, Kit' yielding the right of giving the 
castihj^ vote was n small sacrifice. The great 
nobles plumed themselves on compelling the king 
to make this concession. They learnt its Value 
when the senate was abolished. Before the states 
separated, they greatly ofiehded the king by de- 
ducting one per cent, from the amount of the 
taxes reqniredf or the necessities of the state ; 
he would not or could not conceal his chagrin. In 
his closing speech, Gustavus lamented that a rest- 
less and mistrustful spirit prevailed, ill-ftn^ided, 
and ill-deserved, which seemed likely to intermpt 
that concord which,' at the sacrifiOo of his private 
interests," he had endeavored to maintain, and 
appealed to posterity to do justice to the purity 
of his motives. His peevish manner shewed how 
gr^tly he Was annoyed, and lie gave the states 
to understand it should be “ o hng time” before 
he'"^uM again call them together. Thufe; fe a 
Sullen and unsatisfactory m^ner, closed the second 
diet assembled after’ the overthrow of the Oli- 
garchy* , Gustavus at jtJiis time ivas very gene,-, 
rally disliked. ..He was siftpected of wishing, to 
convert the royal authority into, an autocracy; 
His unbecouiing msociation with young noblemen. 
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and t}ie quairelfT that scmiatiiq^^ ;eni^4^^ 
ejected hitn to black imfutatiuns. Co^i»^Jklmr 
foU displayed the> etfect of thi» Wjaot of, dignity 
/in the king. . At the revolntioti of 1772;, .he wa^ f 
comet in the light dragoons. (^us^Vns in^de^ ;^jD9 
a knight of the order of the swords g?tve hint ^ .p^jr 
teat of nobility, and ^vanoed hint to high rfiidc 
in the army. Yet Aejretired m dis^tuft 
co^t, and opposed the king with thp utmost vi' 
Tulence in the diet of 1786;^retaining at the 
same, time appointments to the aipount of ^IC.^IXK) 
per annum. Such was th^ manner in which Ous- 
tavuB endeavoured to re/ierc the distri^^S of * 
starving population !-^hy granting eoomoa; peth 
tiom to worthless tniniops, .by whom he. Vas 
secretly despised. . 

The extraordinary pains taken with the crown 
prince by the king, who stiU . appeared to those 
about his person as if he felt, no paternal alfection 
towards the child, gave rise to strangp surmises. 
The iulant, whilst in long pettipoats, was not even 
taken out an airing without being attended by>a 
party of light hot'se.* Every step shewed thfd 
Ottstav us studied stage-effect. The poor .child 
was so much tormented, it was wonderful . they 

. * l^ie wet-nursR, an uncultivated Dahcwli^ nietic, never oow 
wpiioKing alt this parade waa intended to compliment a sac1cuig.baby, 
lolldoBO of die imcht-)neist^8\<K ch^her-groom^, thht slie ivds quitit 
Balyttied of tlfe hohoin iKucf her m veMi i Sad wa» afraid she rinnld 
bv onvmd Snd diihked on that acemait hy her oei^tboon on her vebcra 
to . ... 
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4i4 aot reduce lua mind to a stsfte of idiotcy; He 
was reared in a hardy manner, and immersed so 
often in cold water, in cold weather, that his 
legs became blue and discolored ; but, from the 
moment of his birth, he was attended with every 
mark of homage that regal pride and etiquette 
could devise. Gustavus carried the young prince 
from one •p#ovince to another ; condemning him 
to painl’ul and wearisome rehearsals, in order to 
prepare him for daily exhibitions of precocious 
attainments. Of course, each person lha.t apr 
proached the infant prodigy, listened with profound 
attention to his measured recitatious, wat ching his 
motions as if he had been an antoniaf on instead of 
a living child. A mode of education as likely to 
spoil the future man, as if he had been reared by 
a gang of strolling players. Gustavus used .'///.« 
heir lohh ihroui’, sometimes as a conduct or to ward 
off the flusli of popular indignation, but always 
subservient to his seltish and ajmbiiions designs. 
After having exhibited him in nlany provincial 
towns, he caused the royal babe to make his first 
appearance on academic bqards at Upsala ere he 
had completed hi,s eighth year. During a stay 
of w weeks, the young Gustavus enjoyed neithei* 
rest nor ti’anquillity. He was daily made to exinbit 
allhis acquireraOiits. The successor of that great 
botanist, Lirm^, said one day in derision, / must 
attend the i/oung emm prince to receive a lesson on 
botany !” . The king assisted, or rather tutored, the 
unfortunate boy m, most of the private, and all 
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the public exerdses he performed. Those who 
lavished flattery most unsparingly, gratified and 
Jbest pleased the artful Gustavus, who cared 
/.fiotliing as to the private thoughts of mankind, so 
filiat they paid him external homage. In taking 
his son through the provinces, and shewing him 
the forms of academic education; in familiarisrog 
him to public asorablies, and tho*yftuths then 
studying, there was nothing improper. It was 
the over.wrought manner in which these things 
werg performed by G'ustavus, tljat prevented 
any good eft'ect arising^ and often rendered 
these royal exhibitions equally ridiculous and 
wearisome.* . 

* llie Res. Mr. Ciixo, though not auervife man^ was btill a 
flaiiL'i’cr (»!’ kings, in return fur which he experienced ^^extym^econ* 
from monarrhs, wIk) wibhed to make a figure in hi'« 
future volumes. Yet, in spile of all his caution, he somolimes let a 
glitnpse^of ins real feelings escape. Ydl. 4. p. 6^>, he says, On the 
tJth, we passed flw? whole day at DroUningholni, acewding to the 
irdioi^t! forms of Swedish ip which line king )s so mpeh 

atmcin?d. We set off’ /«// from Stockholm at deyeo.; and 
as the weal her \^as slwmrtf^ the embarkation in the minister’s barge 
di'^agreeahle.’’ A little further on he writes, It was ghla- 
daj%^artd we saw liic court in all its splendor. The grda t/rmdbr 
both men and w’omeu Mluotsilk and suHn^ with white fining and 

^ •40 

. ormtrmls : to a stranger^ the company appeared as if hahited for a 
masquerade.’^ Tiic kings dfeiis k thus described s Alter church 
the king made his appearance, and he, wore a vwcy orrss or 
• PGRPtK silk^ KiCHLV KJMUHOIDKRED WITH GOLD ; /or while hehlS 
LJJTITKJ) his subjects pariiculctr colors^ he Vahi^iS his own dress 
with dll the tints of the rainbo^^^* On being presented, the king 
ihil me . the honoir to converse with me in the most gracious manner , 
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Whilst revelry and pageantry in constantly 
varying shapes, distinguished the effeminate and - 
luxurious court of Gustavus the Third ; misery!* 
and famine, extended itself rapidly amongst the 
laboring poor from one extremity of Sweden to 
another. The groans of the wretches who perished 
of want, the curses of the degraded paupers who 
were redutefl to seek for such food as the king’s 
well fed hounds would have turned from with 
loathing, produced not the least retrenchment. 
This cruel prince continued his guilty magni-' 
ficencc, brim-full of sympathy and condescensi(»; 
but as indifferent to the misery that was greatly 
aggravat^'d, if not caused, by his wasteful magni- 


Kc Tct'ollocted haviii^^ seen me Iwfore jn Sweden ; nwntioned 
docks in Carls^crona, and asked me if 1 had neen the dock at Toulon? 
adding, If is not for ub to ^u^ in MV eatimaHm>, tke 

worhi iv Toulim are in cotnparimi m$h ih^ae of Carl^ 

scwno. We do not boast of pictures ami sUtiues^ but we ike 

of Troilkdtia^ Carlsirom^ and Svmhcrg,'^ Soon after, he 
repaired to a large saloon, dhied in public^ aind converst'd with the 
fore%« miinstcrs, who iurrmmded his rfiair.” Mr- Coxe concludes 
kisTiarralioii of this day's grandeur thus : At the concloBion of the 
oj)era, W€ emtoked in a (mmd bra^e^ crossed ike water in the 
mwr, ottd andircd at Sbwkholm about mdnighL^* (The dktaace 
ky rater is greater than by land, which is sev^ miles Englisli.) 

SttcIi Jsthe meesmry tTtKjuctle <if the Swedirfi court ; but the king 
contrite#? as niu<‘h as possible, to relieve the cniiiri of the day, by the 
affiibility of his uianuets, mi the vivacity of his coimraotioii.’* 
This kMr. t^oxe’s account of CJiistavusaikd hkcooct *, whose fbnd^ 
ness for thofvc exhibkions, and sending the miniBtera at midnight 

by water, abnost caused a muiinff in the dipimmUt mpe at Stock* 
holm. 
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f g'f'./Sf K‘,‘ ,’^'#r!’y^fK‘" 

iK.>kf.,:„Nvtuuig ^ ^ 

I j|^jr<>1*Hti<>u • of i<|U tp act^ ^ 1“ ///<f iwjf# ^ > 

iiotW ^^ tho.camfc^'" ¥i,?j<i*»ravipi<ies Wt eom- 
plaiu^, gfio reform aua jr€trcnc|i- 

niefi|;.^ T*?^lI^eso <>wta\ji\| adeaif'b’af.^Bb 

sj[Hrit of Ciie' o|fresse<l 


sj[>irit of ilie^oifressea 

awl ^u|li‘:it^ ijatolevalile , 

ujiiisisr^, ^5;<>Jk0 ‘^u^t i«to fre<|MCttt rfcvot^ that 'wrerc 
frt’iynentJj put down by tl»« hayontstl l^ut 
bC^xni^ of the kifiga^ 4tMiUer*(\s wcu burnt to tlu' 
grvuAii, and'bis mpeotwl an^ ofSecri# jtmti'dc: c4» 
I’rtuii tWe caiisijg, and t1)c conse^nant /oo it 
Of ctisioned, llio kiiig at last was iuduC-cd to robn 
li'iquish his odious monopoly, and alJpw tPe 
(.inner s to distd a limited qiwtUty of brandy for 
tiu'ir own UBP, paying to the king a certain quan* 
tity of I'jo e^cli harvest, aecordhig to tlie dxtent 
of their farm. 


Tho comhict of tow«tr<|s the Ottoman 

empire at Iasi dctermHiod the.,pai|d seigpipr tp 
have reeoui^e to arms, i’oraiby hiteraal diasen- 
feions, the eontt ofVerKailles was m no ehnditiott 
to aWst the Turks. The c'mpcior of Germany, 
although lie endcavoarqd to mask his hostile 
views hy preteadina to art paly as an auxiliary 
oi‘ Russia, whom he me4 , at ChersfU', fully 
entered into tho views of CSathenne dm t^econd, 
En^nd and Efdssia vievd'ed lier projects with 
jealouw ^d as Swedcl, the king wa4 too 
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iftager to bind hia brows wilb lauril, not to antici- 
pate the wishes Of and letfermino on 

war with Russia i a dispositiou in WbibU he was|^ 
secretly ,eiicounige4' by . the courfes. of'd-budon 
and Berlin. ITie constitution of 1772>; wldob he 
liad himself formed, e3(;presBly. e»oiuded..iliet^^^^^ 
frorarwagbjgi an 

mrttiiao;; til' W diet assembled. The 

temper manifested by that of forbade the 
hope; of beiag able to qan*y his point ; b'rance 
being unable to take part with Turkey, ahd 
Austria leagued with Russia. , Seetctl'y dc'ter-* 
mined on wax; he prepared for ijie CTtmt by land 
and sea. Knowing that Denmark was boaud to 
assist , Russia -in case of her territuries being 
invaded, Crustavus was of- course atsvious, if 
possible, to detach his wife’s nephew, the cr<'\vn 
prince, from the interest of Russia, and obtain 
his hearty concurrence in Swedish projects. 
This priiKv, however, entertained the worst 
possible opinion of Ciustavtus the Third,- whoso 
reputation for over-wtought duplicity vyas so tho- 
roughly established, that even w hen he avowed his 
real feelings, ; be. was certain not to be believed. 
If,' Joined to those matters, the . extraordinary 
and disgusting nature of' the conduct pursued 
by the l?wedisli monarch' towards .Sophia Mag- 
dalena be coosiderfed, it cannot bfe any matter 
of sinprise that the crown prince of Denmark 
should feel very, reluctant to commit him^f 
with a prince of so indifferent, a oharaeder* , 



. \GOsTAniS;'raiiVTH^i»., ; , , 51 

tot hesitating t<>: awiny of’’ 

Dentaark' ,at ■ 

Icrowtt firince 
^?y ; the 

questioned,:} ; and'Mis nuni^^trtf'^li^hiy 

Mifiitig, „ sold, “'"itihel^plvea ’;to' ^^iinssia, 1;-, ^S^avns 

travelkd 

nephew^/’ 'at'lfee' -s^nd' 

next mlhe;'-%r}a^:JDtf/i79&#‘V' ' s'*’';'";'-,'" 'V; 

‘ 'It iS'"almo.s£ icietllsi'ih^i'^Ci^ 
relied' «u die ''nedtridity'' d^ttog* Iter-" 
waif"with Tuikdyi ttiid diat dhe m»t intd Asia 
more troopsthaoi'She 'WoaM^Pth®fwi'$e'haV|e''dp^^ 
It iS' proba'bfe ' iter- dejf^aideiiahe'!:3r#ted<tei^^ 
pacific disposition -of 6usta’«pB» vthaniikyB^'^p^ 
derancc of the mibles in diet 
pected he mast call before he dbttiibdiiddd offensive 
operations. The nayal and anilitkry p^^dparaliotis 
uf''G^Stavasv%ereiii a'sMe’^'frfeSt'-ijid.^aj^ ' 
Catherine 'Was mforaSed ;p’f ''''afij^jyvWst Gus-* ’ 
tavuk was ''employed ifi.'i»ia'fcufiag;pi*ms'to plO'Ss, 
over his pre‘detemiaed violation Of bis Path, his 
imperial opponent, was no less diUj^atly at wwk 
to render his breach of , faith subversive of his 
dOsi^s : not alone in Stockholm, but mOye parti- 
cularly in Mnla/td, "^hese mantouvrei? were 
reported to Oustatuir the Third ; and, right or 
wrong, the Russian miniver; Razomoffsky was 
' d©nounned;^v % We ISth of Jane, 

1778,$ delivered in a note in Which he complained 

•- :For these curie^ «(*te paipws, We j!Ve«! Jnmd Itcg'idfr, 1788. 
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of secret anniimeiifts, ajad deitoandi^i eisplair 
nation as to assorting ! that Cdunt^- 

Oxeuisjcrn'Pftd' a foreign* imj5tist:«r,| 

tliey werfc dn^tKled'/ , Rassii. ' “ 'Giistavu^i 

replied iii a circular iiote, ^ivithoai date,;;iaGatii^pi 
RazomofFsky; of ' eacotiragiiig internal fcpeac&iery, 
acU aiming'ai sepaiating tke king from the nation!; 
Cjiustavus Hlorved to hitnself, njion liiis arrival in 
Finland, to answer more parti^akrly ; and ordered 
the Rnssian ininister to/' <pJit Sto'cklioltn in the 
space of Seven days ; oflferihg sAfps to escori him 
to Petersburg % sea 'it a mode of travelling, ib 
which he^ had some personal, an^ idany iaore 
polUkal objections to otfer, Oustavus could, not 
haVe a public minister seized and stowed against 
his will on board a hostile ship ; and he would 
not permit jHazonioffsky to proceed^ as he desired, 
via J.^0, to Petersburg. The result was, that tlic 
wdy Russian remained' jn Stockholm/ Gustavus 
embarked with his army at SloCkholm on the 
24th June, and landed in Finland on the 2d 
July. About a fortnight previous to- the arrival 
of Gustavws in Finland, hosiilities were coinrnenceil, 
and as the Swede asserted, on the of Mtmu/, 
whose, light troops having passed the Swedish 
frontier not far from Savolax ; when the Swedish 
commander, ihmkiiig JmtUkks mem cdmnihiced, not 
merely repulsed the invaders, btit aehtei*cd Russian 
Finland ; apd, according tO v SiktH usage,' pos- 
sessed , himself of the passes tliat commanded 
the roads into Swedish Finland, and proceeded to 
form the bloekaude of IVyslot !— Such was the 
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coart Versm in this , affair. Russia, 

.on the contrary, iihjputed 

^aggression. And .it that the 

condnct of the Sii^edish very 

Rhspicious.j , ipsf^rfy "ha the 

capithi and in Fiaiandi resolutely 1le4i|h<^<i that 
Gustavus was tbe'.'%git!ess(rr..' .it Wilts' ■th& reported, 
and;, it i'sf atid.-'to'/havc- hOen^ 'sfli’selirteatly con- 
fiirmed> that, to 'fuiTOsh,|icoibur to the 
inyasiohi and mabeMie ^var appear, aii an t#ensive 
one on the part of Streden, : Gustavus dressed a 
party of German soldiers jh the Russian ; 

w-hichi led hy trusty ;OtHcers,:eutfir{'dhy a remote 
pass the Swedish territory, pluuderin^ a few soli- 
tary farms, aUd driving bade an advanced post of 
Swedes, piis account was current in 1808, in 
Stodcholin.,- But which ever Were the first 
mence hostilities, the news being carried direct to 
the duke of Sodeitnahland,. who eonimanded 
the Swedish grand fieot, the war broke forth at 
<)n«.*C' by sea and land I Such wa,8 the kate of 
affairs w'hen Gustavus landed ^in Finland, and 
took the chief command of the Swedish troops. 
His first step was to communicate to the 'eii»pfess 
th© conditions on which peace miglrtbe preserved. 
They were as follow : namely, 

1 . The punishmeiit of Count Razomoffsky, for 
having attempted to create internal dissensions, 
and meddle with the domestic afihirs of Sweden. 

. 2, That Catherine should cede to Sweden all 
those parts of Finland and Carelia, and also the 
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district of Kexholm, MJiat' 'faaS beed 
from Sweden by lltfe', treaties of Jfyatadt and 
Abo. • ■' ^ ,\ 

3. That G'atlierinc sHoidd accept his triediation, 
by authorising him to offer tp the Turks the Session 
of the CViwi^,."aud thd reguJatioh’of the limits upon 
the footing' of ' Cainargi ; oir, if that concession 
should nht froi\e acctpttfhk. to the Divan* that the 
qiicstiou as to territory, .should be placed on the 
same footing, on which it stood previously to li^e 
■war of 1768. 

4. As a security against being injured hy 

acting as mediator, , that liussia should disarm 
tfe/j* pter/.v, and their cruizers from the 

Baltic ; those of Sweden to remain armed, and at 
sea, till the final' ratification of peaw. ^ ' 

These, the modest king, culled the conditions 
of hifi ultimatum! The. sole bbjwt of these wild 
and absurd demands was, to flatter the national 
•pride (d‘ the Surdish mdion.; and thus counteract 
the endeavours made by his enemies to separate 
the throne from the kingdom. With every reflect- 
ing mind, it operated the contrary way; but 
Gustavus knew that nineteen were led by their 
passions And prejudieeB, where one decided and 
actc4-6u the principles- of reason. Its effect in 
Sweden was highly favorable to his views. 
The wpr became popular : the ruin of the 
Russian ind Danish navies was predicted with 
confidence ; and that, avenging the losses sustained 
oy Sweden, Gustavus woidd chase Catheriue 
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'nn4ythe''^vspoyi^^.Tw^ P^rshhj^, ;^;t^»tore 
Sw,e4e?t,'i?o 

^ays©ft!ie great '‘;Gu3»tavas';'J^^|^ui?5 /'l^e isaga^ 
' ejo,ij$C!atlierine',ygs- 


.Gtist^vns" a's-a. tyf;«tkt 

t4,e reyolnt^k'pf .17’?'2,;.;j^;;!^.,,gi^ practiss^d 

■fin, t^te ’if^ar. litek ^wj^deis 

of; .be' tyue, 

.yet, ; coming from the Tiips ojE* a ^ho 

mmnt&d^the tlirone Jrjr tl^ ,mui^4^«r ef Uer busha ml. 


fi'bcir'jiitija, 


anj^„4ftpt pc^^e»sionv'to.,tjie'‘'/e^k;du 

and. wUose-'Viir .icv'a^'''vt'he.„Gn1y lav^rit'-kp^eiared 
qui-tc prepustgrona,' . ' ;'".V','. ,. - '■'•■. •■ 

At the first coimneaccmeiit of im^tilities, two 


ilossaan frigates wore H^aptared, and talien into 
Sveaborg. ;. The Swedish grand fieet sailed from 
Cariscrana on the OtU of Jnne*^ and fefl in k^ith a 
division of liussiaii ime erf battle sh?f'S» consisting, 
of three of vQim hundrtjd guns. eaOh, and one 
seventy .fonir, under the conuhand of Admiral 
Dessea^ ptoceeflmg to Elaihedr. . The . duke of 
Sotlc.rinanland, insisted upon the ttujssian; , ad- 
/mital saluting .tlie Swedish,; flag. A,groeably sur- 
. , prised, at the nioderatibn of ,thO retjuest, wKen lie 
expected nothing It&s than to be captiirtd., lie 
iaga^iously replied, , f‘ that although by the stipu- 
lations, /of formal troatie;?, .there, could be no 
question , as to , saltttefi between the fleets of 
Hussia and Sweden 5 yet be Iiad no abjeotion to 
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I«sy fttt rcspe4, to thp brother! ,<?f;,itbe , king, of 
Sweden.*' After st^e imm^torjal di^CBssioh, the f ' 
duke allowed tihis liSiportont, toiproc^fid to\ 

^ its destination -ibe ■decision, 

; and firriinesaj i^,fei;ikihg-t ,;Iiwra's.tiwng|t' ain^ihr^ ■', 
that GnaUi^5Sh|.o;nt afld!W\toh Bd^sian 
mai^ded iy^Wi’al /Greig,t to-S^i ■(hr the Archi- 
pelago; aM^eh/withh^ 

II was nimcmrcd awl beloved i» tH bighe*^ filters in 
' and Sweden^ tW llie dn,ke jCJiarW was «efT<^t!y i» p^^J' of 
Calfi<*rine, wHo projWHc^ h givi, him Finland, wilhnhe title bf , 

; gti-aud dale, if ^nuld o{>^dd/deis!are tigain^st hiS 

f boetor Ciat^W M. Masson, and other writw, liave fen 
of to years severely censdfe, for attrilmting tlio vice of pilferm^ 

^ to thjj* native nobfe It is to bo hoj^nl, the practice has 
greatiy dimbito^> or : mtbet*, altogether, That ri was 

prevnlcnf as rjeeenily as tV time wlum those authors wrotc^, is 
unquestionably AdufiraJ Gteig ami Ins wife were mmeh of 
ScotiandL After bis promotion in the fiervirc^ Mrs. Oreig 

went to Lciik a krge qimntitv of .wlyer tahte .s(X)onr« 

and forks,,, i^md a still larger niifnber of lifted* Air, f\ r, 
wdio supplied them, inquliwl ^Vby.i^Ix? fe so many expensive 
spfMins and forks, beskW the mlver? The lady Iiim tbai her 
imsliaiid was forceif td givi^f fretpumi dhm^ to the Uas^kn naval 
oifieers, who W'ere in tfie lialn't of putting the spdrms in their pocketst 
a {T^’urtice tlml was sm) cumnu>n, t)int the adaiim) ushd to pJace persons 
to viiitch bis guests dming dintw j who were placed at the, door 
to demand sioleti articles as the purloihers wont outj ami. when 
it waj^ refuM'd, offenders were searched therefoi^c, 

substituted a ImgCv quantify iff plated npoons and forks,* as, in spite Vff 
all pfemrtidks, thn lost several every piibli^: dinner. Th(j geode- 
mari who aupplM tkw artkltjiH is yet living^ a man of dtaracter fin 
liondtm ; ,«^id ha told this anecdote usa grave matter of fact to the 
aullior nt close, of the jearlSlO . The autlmr hhs nleo heard 
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a blow against Cixnistadt aii^; It 

‘'jwas 6m '.M lbe'.'f»Rrt of 

’>%tt8l:^vu8,'tb!!^ air©' Rbt to be'!ibbb|!»ted for, -on. aay 
• rational 

jealous of; 'iflie- 'Russia’ the’J 
gquth ;'‘‘-aiid.,«aicuiatin'g: tob,:,pgWy-i«3'''ii^fl 
resotircoSj rijsolyed' > to" bav0 ' il^o /’fleets 'attacked,;' . 
Oa 'the 41^1^.101^ ■I788;'';tli0 ',^et ^Icd'' , 

from Cfopsladt. On the 17tb,,,be iplf in with the 
grand ileet 'O'f Sweden,' iS'pihii^hdeiS by .the duke 
o£ Sort<irmanlan4, yfh6 'vyas,';^ikted 'by''iAdmira’i 

• Count Wiangcl. A ,gefteraJ'''engfi|^ment.’e».Sita 
off Hogland'j ’W-hich lasted .dve hours ; and ter- 
minated ina dra'wT! battle. The Swedes captm'cd 
a Russian seventy^our; and completely,, disalded 
another line .of battle ship : the RdijsianK tfiok a 

• Swedish sixty-fuur, carrying a flag,^ 'Hjc ^?!^disK 
tieet at the commenceiiwsft of the engagement, 
was inferior in force;,, bat hTeiofordtaneirt of large 
irigates rendered themnCarly equal : die Russians 
having seventeen ships of the HnOi the Swetle's 
tii'ieeJi. The battle wafe very herce, each party , 
displiiying considenibie skill, and 'both the fleets 
sustained .serious damage. 

Whilst sitch were .^he principal naval actions 
of this year, (tustavti?.,. St the head of Iris array . 

, in Finland, advanced towards Ptoderick^^ 

’ lie encamped ,bh the 1 0th of , July, within a few 

ftoWemen asdW that it vtkb daRgcTOUs% if' it I?»fs«iaR 
itobleinaja v^ted their to leave ^any pbrtabft -Rnd 

valuable, such a? snuff-boTf es, w«rcte, br triafcetfe, m tbfelr Vvay. . 
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of t^^at port afld fortress* A part ®f 
garrison, the fidlpwing atta©fee4 ,hi»; ad*' ' 
vanced guard. .; The '.aasaiiants 
and drivfcn back pith doss. A'few daysiaftaaf^ 
wards, a detacliment of six t^ioushnd froiojSs 
embarked ht SYoahorg, : "adth' otdeiss4o attack the 
fortress mt,ilfc}ie rear, ” whist Qustavus should ad- ! 
rauitie , agamsi it i® ^pont * Two cannon is^liiots; fired 
at a‘ regulated .distance of time, was the signdf by 
which Gustavus was to be informed of their ap- 
proach. The Swedish fleet was detained severa! 
days by cohtrary ^inds.;: and the enetny, obtaiHe4 
possession, iiot merely of. the plan;' but even 
of the private sagnal fixed on by the king Mm.self! 
The" Swedes lost naarfy troops, particiikrly ca- 
valry, in attempting* to explore the height that 
comntanded a view of the gulph, in bopc.s of *]is- 
CoVeriog the expected fleet. At lert^th, on the 
let of August; two cannon shot,; being .the ap- 
pointed signal, wercdisfiBCtly heard by the Swe- 
dish out-posts. Detjeived by the enetny, the 
party sent forward towards the walls were sud- 
denly attacked by a forct; in ambuscade, and 
not without j^cat loss and difficulty made good its 
retreat. The next day, howewr, the expbfcted ttift.- 
forcemeht arrived, and ' 4ie disembarkation took 
place. The governor of Frcdeficfcshamn, though 

* 'Kifesc' expreSdionB an? dubjous: FreiSesriefesbaum bi’inga sea 
port, the Stedimrg cxpeditKiii 'Was wdered to c<)j[n- 

meacc tiic attack b'f' sea,; on which GastaVtts meant to adraoce to 
co-dperate on the land sidr. 
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af>pni^d; of sai event that was 
bright visions iudufeed by Ousta^us, toiade tsVery 
lireparation lur the expected assauU; 
the suburbs to be burnt, that tbei^ iiiight tobtafi^i'd 
shelter to the ‘ibe- ■ ■ ■ ' ■' ' ;' '. ' .'•[ ' i 

■ . Xhe province'', Oif' Finisiijd.'was of e<|tihl' vaih« to 
Sweden ’and ;liussiai .aad"']^ every^^r It'becbme 
the thcaire ©f hostilitiesj/ti^iB ihl^lbtSnts suffering 
the most ternble of VisitdiSdn^^ ! Tihe vast and m- 
creasing j>ower of Riissiiii ipipressed' On the iriiddS 
of the Finland nobility a heRef that nbihiatoly the 
power of Russia would fvovadf atvd the 
Finland become a Swedish province; ' ' The 
of Catberine encouraged this belief; by 'every 
means in their power. More than a year before 
the war commenced, Gusiayps' was accused of 
being determined, witltput the sanetion of |^diet, 
to attack Russia, 'l^hfa etniasaiiesf Wnt, by the 
empress artfully expatiating on the perjuries and 
boundless ambition of Gustdvus, represented that 
it was the duty, of the Finlanders to refuse in- 
vading Russia, whereby i|hey were sure to draw 
destruction on their own heads, and boldly to 
remonstrate : adding, that the persons and pro- 
perty of all those who acted in this manner shc^ild 
be respected by the Russian troops, -whilst on all 
those who joined in the invasion of Russian Fin- 
. land, tlie most tcirible vengeance should be exe- 
cuted. As soon as tbo war commeaced, proclama*' 
nons printed in the Finland tongue were profusely 
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4wtnbuted, confirmiefr these aJid i^Sae- 

tiye offers. 

Many of chief nohl'cmen^ iSifldi ^enstiry of 
^*ird^d, holding fcommis^sidhsito the ilrony, 

being aware of the 'af luces' 
recourse, wherebj^ to efudc thh' ^hditions^^d^^^ 
constitution cf 1772'; atid being f»crhaf»s, 

teriible retalia- 

tion which they foresaw' the empress Oiitlferine 
would indict in return for this invasion, dtid of 
wbichj their feiniUes; add estates were sure to he 
thefirst yietims,. detdif^mned to'-reiwiJt' the' kings , 
au&tity. Having sounded the intlinatiohs of 
the . soldiery, and findhig them as docile as they 
coul'd wish, they secretly drew up a solemn pro- 
test, declaring their inviolable attachment to the 
laws^f Sweden, and their readiness, with their 
hearts* h\uod, to defend the province against all 
invaders. They complained indignantly of being, 
without the sanction of >the estates of Sweden, 
called upon to cany a. war of aggression' into a 
foreign country. Thu^ prepared they waited^ a 
proper opportuhity to declare themselves; which 
presented itself when the king commanded Colonel 
H^tesko to march to the assault ofPrederickshamn. 
The colonel first od'ered kune remonstrances to the 
king, respe<S;ting the dangers and difficulties of 
the way by ^hich he proposed for the troops to 

.,,h '' j ^ . 

Cotonelii Siwiiigportpw and Htisteskoy tvehi llie principal 
ieaclerH. 
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■ nanidjCi 

; Imtatei’at theiif apparefii,want'or'2eal’, 

[ins^0,pn ljieiag;,o|»<}jt>4;, ^ 
ficeiie .tlian,. 'jpjain,,_^d ;;j<iirec|fe/’|^ 

. |^tonis|^^^,kliag-i^at,;iie had j 

lead jtheidl 

the 'epaseat'<tf''.'t|®,.]^ta^^;':p^ 'if 

thpijDtjcpuntJfjf. werp, , 

SiUed'the.;lpi5tdrpp of dheir blp^';!^: 'its’!'d'ef^ , 

but, "that they.wouU do, »o'ii®dre' th^' prgteidrtliwr 
/wtt Jnuiti'ersi J /TltV^t-ing^ ,. tjrustihg 

to.jhis elc^aeape aQd'.hi^,:i|ii0lBeiipe, ’appe^^,' to the ■ 
tistenipg' <soldieiy,.|.';|nsftead,', of' sw^iaipg^ tit's*©'' 
from ,tlteir^^^Phi€]fe,'',,''lt©'‘ .waa- 
silance^that W'W t'i?u)yvppMtM)«8,;atJ<^%e^ 
of Aho, of ^ich Colonel Jlest^ko w^s at tfae 
bead,- Immediately laid do'vtii' thck ^nis ! , 

, '^Gv&t waia Wow that was-ruote 
struck, agaj’nst'the g«i}ty„|es4^s 
king; ' ,;Hi$ splhndid ,d^^^,.,pf 'phhcimg 'Catherine . 
suid her court , /rpm St .H^ctershtirg, wlijcii ap- 
peared on the very eve of behig ^alised, vaiiifshed 
Ipr ever.* .Morti&ed’and chagitned to the highest 

* $a unqaeiitim^Me ^ j^at. lihrA at 

Poiersborg llic cmprefK <JjJ||!Oirime WSiSottjwiwitM tbsArati^es 
of the fltaiei 8i»<l % »n«8( fiiroikm* amt jieifWtte, of; hw- tr? asui^ to 
slw gackW ’ap, TRfttly ftf rcmoiWi 'T|«}:«M!l!r si. iSo I'inJand army, 
■<(nixk<i tfsyt'a'ttfinAjd lus.iwtkl saviMt ' 

Petar^tirg frsaa.hfiN^ Wgluroil by tlit! A® 

wosiW have cohered Onsjtovw with ,what is cafleill 
as (Rftrta^ily ,ttfnr0 led ^ (be bHer raitl mid dieSoIjMwii b(1^ kuigdom. 
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. Giifetaws ■ ha(J>; 'at the,' iriemeiiijfc,* ' 

,'-:|i^^s]h the iiwJigiia'tyi ' .If he ha^v.tlifeu./'j^ered^'.to 

the'Fi«limid.olScorsi';he;.|a;V(^ that fcflfetrg ' 

’ would have" 'risen .m..,theit:r Hefedoe."'' 

Hfciateshd!’ said te/^hstauus ;■»('■» haw.tohe ot Wice,' 

ehefek»',of<3tisla'vws wer‘<».rbkaehed 
bat'rSbht' Wrmswirdtdei forw ma’ft was free,' 
frosa mat taint ;' he did thii^ga, wliach he 

intended should long, if, not etemaHy Taniain 
cealed? It wasthatcoWseihusi^ wiiiok bjailched 
his <dteekfi;r //ie-dw that the 

disitihcte'd Swedish riohiMty,;iniigbt |fedmp»dl that 
verjr^ wionaeht he assembled in his , nietropolis, 
aiming a d^d^ and comierted biowat his political 
paweti if not h^- life. Widish his heart, filled with 
ragland ahguhsH. panted for vengeance, ajid his 
lips-, quivered' f^pm■■halfTgnbdded^ra^C:;;''iaw 
storm apjiroach, Oustavas w isely yiqld ed to a 
p6W€^- tbat''jiivo«ld ^hSve .otherwise'', destroyed, him,-. . 
He 8(K>n appeared' Q<mh^ and doterntined. 
Withha achang hoart; and uhrofBed brow, he coni* 
mabded fSeimrjil ilBe|gerothrto re^embark tUefb’oqps 
tfiM'* had''^effeoted'f;:lb^eir ' ladcUng.f-acwi' .- -were, 'Mm. 
rewy 'foi;:fhd!'dttdeky>j^'d,4b niake'.,ihf^ hp&st of. his , 
way, backy»'';,'Thds:l>lo<^de''‘of JNysIbt, -laii .im.preg- 
na^ fet!^.S)s^;41iat coal’d', n6verAf:W;^.y^keii',buk., by , 

•the.pem,kdff Wfendefing. to, ' 

the -'JSwcsdilhde^ was ,bb* 

ligod. w‘1^' .pijeeipifefel^.raised.;;,' whole ;aippby,' 


. 'otrsTAVUs-TaiE'tflfrm' 
every advantage ):el^ 

with "feelings of no very enviabfe kiiidj Ihe^l^ 
fidious and dieappointied iung inade'ihe< >iitmost 
haate' fe his metropolis. >•'’■ “ ■ - ■ '(< ■ 

r e business of the cam^ign hem thus 
and diagraoefuliy closed, the nijilfeicms Of- 
ficers of the of Finland, entei^ i^o O]^ 
negociaiibns with #te court irf Eiiftiiifeij ; B 
these trunsactionsi the Russisit mlm 
mdfifeky' rettiained in StoclchOha*and i^5Biay'ife|«re- 
snmed that his influence not said in 
ing those events. The dhiefs of the reycAfedhrmy 
had the audacity to send Sdjiinhiffly fe Petei'stei^^ 
jjrojioaing an armistiee, till the senate of i^wesien 
should resolve on tlie step» it might Ife 
pursue, to restrain the ambition of 'ii ldng w 
laughed at oaths. It may readily be sappOBed 
that these traitors were well, received, fey. 
tberine, who loved their tr^chery, however she 
might despiste the m^. What is . ;:mpre' extra- 
ordinary, —and which, : loined to other /area 
Stances, seemed in soine measure to conn- 
tesance tiie report, that was so general ’in' 
Petersburg respecting the treachery of theiDuke 
of fiioderraanknd, — ^Ihe negotiations betiween /a 
revolted army and the K^ssian conrt were caKried » 
on under his own eyes^ T^e 'duhe, Charles li^.' 
hfe ftcet; to take the command olf the army, and: 
‘aj)peared >at, first dcterniined to tbijoyr every imp? i 
pediment in - thfe* way of that treasoiiahid oewrien* 
pondhhd^ 7 ' bnthe soon changed his syatem> aisd ; 
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tjje coftditiofts t)m f^jr^dia^y^sai- 
The cvh»et4«ei®^(-s, 

,,^BHi«a$ed^at_^,s^ jpoigitf kpm fli«' 
tqiaefe ; ap4 the- Bussiim j^rmy ,i)j(;i«p6dPEaiiiij|yi,«^d- 
vsyBciwgj tool; posstjji^ioji, ojf |*5ias^,|hat^e 
Swedes seized. 

could forced Ms w^ j^^jSwedJ^ 

JFwMdl ^Ojie geuerul olojio, 

Oeueral Bl^nten, bqldjy m^t?u?ied.Msf 
Carelja, asseitwi^ tlist wo«ld'iio|’H bo^d ]^y 
Ube a<?t of, his* ^ommajider^ ch^ief, it was 
|)roc^re<i by eUortWu. Sutjli , wore tjUc 
results of a mutiair that stM>oJt tl»o .-lliiojao <'f 
GustaVus the third- And it be adwitletl, — 

if ejfty tkh^ fhc it 

C(®isted m the deep di^siauilatuui of (iu'jtavu>, jsaul 
the alacrity with which he violated u fmwlai?|iei)tal 
|)irincipl<» of a ccjnstttutiQtt he had soigaady ai»d 
eiBfhatioaUy ^wora to defend ,u^’iolatpTt , , 

'pie sai)?^ ppitcy tliat led GjUstatu^^ to in- 
vade Fiolandj, tempted the erOwn.pnnce. of, l><'ii- 
rnarje to take advanfagi; of thp distM^sju whidli 
Gustavus was int'olved, pi order tw wrp®t 
Sweden the proYinces tliat Jiad, hceji /’<»Qi|uered 
im former) wars, B«t, possessing j}&ifitr, 

the^yal t)aai? Wfs exetiipted from ihp od|nm of 
violated oaths . ha w^s bWlcs boiw^l ^ treaty M 
assist’ ftuasia, GastaYus^ heard Fihland^^of 

these jprepaii^fioiiSj and he instantly ohiciai 

note the mediation of l)e^i|ia^k |o ne- 

gotiate a peape with the emprmi; or, tip obsprv- 

# 
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aofie; by Demmurk of a strict nCfurttality. Coiimt 
l^n^tofC in tbc name 6f tbc king, replied to tbe 
note. He protested against the piii»;iple 
kid down therein; a, id affirmed that petee 
jm vioMed by supplying tke ships of add] 
troops stipu&itd^ Ii3r in the treaty Hassia, 

and required thei contintiance of fidendly rela^^ 
tiops witli Sweden, after hjtving , tdueady coca^ 
menced Itostiiities against it 1 Ibis declardti^ 
mras dated the 23d of September 1768. On the 
6th of October, Baron did Sprengporten forwarded 
a counter declaration, on^the part of <jrqst%vijs the 
Third, affiranng, what was indeed self-erfdent, that 
the peace was at an end, and protesting against 
the doctrine laid ddwn by Count Uerhstori’, adding 
that the king “ resting on the assurances of Mr. 
Elliot” (British envoy at Copenhagen), “embraces 
the condition with satisfaction, provided that (/c/mi- 
hig the Dmish m.riUarm- in Sweden, is' not con- 
sidered as hontUit]^ against his Banish majesty.” 

In the month of June preceding, the crown 
prince of Denmark set out Oif a tour to Norway. 
Gustavus affected to expect him to pay friendly 
^'d to the Swedish frontiers, hnd sent some 
officers of his court to receive the foyjd Bahe^ith 
due respect. The vi^roy of Norway (Prince 
Charles of Hesse) had preceded the crown prince, 

. and visited the fortificlitibfts of Warberg, Elis- 
horg, and ■ Botheuburg; The Swedes . affirmed, 
tHat Fringe OharMs act^d'ivith gross oissimula- 
lion ; entering Sweden rather as a spy than ah 
voE. ir. 


F 
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bonoRibk! visitor. And that ^Journey 
Grown Prince to Norwny was also; a ifeiht.praiC- 
Used to deceivje the Swedish court cjtfdri instoad 
« of seadhisf the auxiliaries to Hussia* it .ws|n» deto- 
I, mined to emj>loy iliem in the invasion of Swollen 
itself. Thin XormidaMe source of id Anger fiir-* 
rjshed one great motive for Gustavos so suddenly 
qiutlmg Fihldbd. l» the constituUoo of 1772, that 
monarch had not provided fbr his ahsehee.from 
Sweden. And as the kmg> was not entitled to 
vote iu the senate, by proxy, his absence Icl't the 
field open to the machinations of his-enemies ; and 
it was determined to convene. » diet without the 
concurrence of Giistavus,. for the ostensible and 
specious ol^ect of allaying public discontent. 

After his sudden return to ;>tot.'kho)m, tiie king 
retired for a short time to his lavorite !u,ile 
pavilion at Haga. His Midden a|»[)earnm e, how- 
fwer,- br<;ke up the jdan for eonventug a diet. 
1 hf! people at large were inflianicd to ihi* h«giu's>. 
degree against the revolted army, and against the 
nobles who were *sus|»ccted of iH.'.UgHitng the 
tnuliny in Finland. The Swedes tlnoight they 
saw a glorious opportunity lost by cowurdiw and 
tre^Ujhery, of avenging the y^rougs and losses sus- 
tained from Russia. Gor^avus artfully mcreas^ed 
t^io *ftorm of public indignation, which raged so 
fierce that an c®cer codld scarcely site w Inmsclf 
in tbe^twsets witiumt danger of being massacred. 
Baron Charles De Geer, the wealthy chief of 
one of thd oldest pdble families in Sweden, as 
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weil as other- obnoxious noblemen, had a narrow 
escape from the -fury of the populace. Gustavos 
'addressed the burgers of Stockholm, telling them 
that he pladed the most entire confidence m their j 
(tfecthn and Ut^Uy, and sliould entrust the royal! 
family and the capital to their mid amrage: 
He addressed thtmon th^ iSkts Bathi,* from the 
spot where a most beautiful and superb olielisk of 
polished granite has been since erected* Gustavus 
was Unusually eloquent aud impressive. The 
whole multitude seemed '<IBred with entbusiasni. 
Two thousand burgers, horse and foot, ^ speedily 
enrolled theniseivesj aud perfomMsi all the mili- 
tary dulies of the regular garrison. 

In ah these transactions, Gustayttsyas assisted 
by Gen('ral Baron iirmfelt; who was one of 
the most vHe and orprincijiled of mankind. He 
was the scerei. instigator of' many of Gustavus's 
worst actions; tlattering the monarch whom he 
was artfully leading to destruction. On the re- 
turn of tlte king, this minion strove all he could 
t') drive tin; discontented uobles into rebellion, 
probably with the hope of laying the whole of 
iSwoden at the feel of Catherme. Whilst these 
events were occurring in Stockholm, the p5«ice 
of Hesse nailed from JRilland ; and after landing 
dontiguous to the Swedish frontier in Norway, 
emcied Sweden at the head of an array twelve 
thoosaud strong, and well appointed* On the 

* The tho rtar uf Ihc great i^lace. 
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of September, 1788, ^ :l^|c 
Slx^mstedt, a ftniaU pprt city., be;94’' 
qiMirters of BaroQ (^nerid lljerta a.n4 i^w^ish' 

< army, wei« at Veauersil^rg ; a strpngrdetosicbtQiCttt 
lof SiM’edish troops, coiu^od^ b^^jC^lpnel Ti^ 
felt, was^pla^ iit Qaistr^ni,. ^ t^t coin>- 
raanded the i^ .to<^4^enbpig.. It was, reported 
tiiat the dUarWa of ajhaadsome |^andla4y> aud a 
wish on the side of the colonel aot ta destroy her 
hoi^, led to an omissfea of whicii the pauisb 
prince rapidly availinf' jiimseif, e9®tp<?lfed tha, 
Swedish colonel alid the troops to- surrender. 
Prince (diaries ©f Hesse, next summoned IJddc- 
vaila, which city he entered on the ,ist of October; 
whence he stot to summon Gothenburg itsflf, 
which, according to every appearance,, seemed 
likely to open its gates without resistance. 

'flkis formidable and suddm invasiim of Sw^e- 
den by Don marie; fernied an exigency that rou^d 
all the great qualities of Gustavus ; whose; cou- 
rage seemed to riso with the ddhcultics by >rhicii 
he was gunuundiod. The |>opular re.^enti»l^mt ex- 
cited by the revolt in I'infend, .having reuidei^qd 
tho.king secure for the present againABt the i-rimity 
of aristocracy; he made, rapid j[:>repuratHnm to 
reipel the invadocs. Thu8,^nt fonuidablo mutiny, 
which threatened to wrest the sceptre from Ids 
hand, had a directly Opj)osite cflect, revived his 
fiyrmdf fHtijphiarity, and Bttcngtlui^^ ‘JSor 

was it ttgahli^^t C/atlioribc, and the Eitssian faotioili 
iii Swedon, alond, toWafds whomGdStavug Siftfully 
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|^llKfe’^iEfdignati0ii 'Iha* firevaHed ; 

%aii)!s{ tte croWft Deturiiaiii::^ Wk>se 

haiiie and cfeuracffer hfe otfeirwhelnied' wkh iep^^ ' 
lidmta ejpitiu^s; accQis}d| ’lnm^o train’ of! per- » 
fidious aedcH^/^’and’ a wifb to present the ’%'orkl 
with a secotaid ttigedy In^Btnekhhlniy imitation 
6f that ! petforined by The 

former ciruddes of theDai^s, !ifan4ed ’dow^n to die 
eaisting^ generation by tradition, are yet tresh in 
the memory of the Sw^de®; It was to induce the 
Dalcarlians to talie up araiflt the Daef’s, 

that Gustavos ¥asa, a* fugitive aiid aloiie; cast 
himself U|>bh their honor and bravery ! Kwerlcu 
beiiig again ih^datiig^r from -Xbiwii army, 
nothing coiild be better conceived thmi tfm elo- 
quent and pathetic appeal made to the passions 
and prcjudicevS ofthe Dalcarltau^ Gastavns had 
given orders for troops to be transported from 
Finland ahd Pomerania, - to hasten to the defence 
of the western provincea ; and to strengthen the 
garrikm of Gothenburg, he sent away from Stock- 
holm the foot-guards, anti the Jeratland regiment. 
The capital thus stripped of regular troops,, was 
left to the care of the burgers. Pressed on all 
sides to call a diet,., and jrerbaps appreli&iisive 
/if’ kh person Mug schej^i Giistavus made u sudden 
and unexpected journey into Daicarlia,** whereby 

f - ' ' 

, Tl»i^ peopk of Dalcarlitt, according to ijie testimony 
wf .Sir John 'Carr, Sir lt<<bert, Porter, ai»d other British 
travellers, are th« deyoted slavi^ of royalty, ,aud ready at 
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‘ , 

aflfuUy exaggerating hjs danger, stnd Suppressing 
his own guilty machinations that had involved his 
* country in a ruinous War, he worked so power- 
fully upon the passions ; of tJiat brave, impetuous, 
‘and illiterate face of peasant^' dhsit they offered 
to march to l^tpckholm, and wrbkk vengeance on 

' ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' ^ I ‘ 

% 

all times to Bupport tbteir king, indifferent whether he was 
the oppressed or oppressing party. Such ideas are totally 
at variance with truth. Wbsre the peasants of this pro- 
vince have been odde in arms to defend the crown, they 
have revolted ton times against the royai authority.’ 

They have hc-eii, from time imtnemoriah the most im- 
patient under Oppression of any province in Sweden ; and 
as inflexibly addicted to their own local habits and cus- 
. toms. I’hey live in the most spare aitd hardy manner ; 
frequently suffering seveto want, and compelled to mix 
the bark of trees with the coarsest nudl, for bread. They 
are called Black uw Grey Dai-karls, according to the 
colour of their dress; oin 'part of the province being clad 
in black, and the other in grey. Their dress is composed 
of the ortarsest 'and lea.st costly roiilorials. I'beyeTOigrato 
in spring and summer in great numbervS, in search of em- 
ploy, and return home in winter. They make good 
soldiers, and laboriooii? and faitliful, servants. , 

When Giistavus the First sought refuge amongst tbdni, 
it w^in vain he told them of tht' cruelties of Cbrnstian Iho 
Scermd, and the torrents of ^((wcdi8h blood tJiat ho hud 
shed. “ He Jets us alone,” said the clowns, and we 
have ptooty of salt and berrir^e.” Btitat lust he prtwailed, 
and the page of history proclaims that it wSs principally 
by their aid' that Gustavus, Vasa subdued, the ]Jnncs, aod 
delivered Svi^edcn' from t&eir heavy and degrading yoke. 
After, Gttstavu* had been crowned king, these same 
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the festless aristocracy. The lictag’s (hadfaw, as 
Baron Armfelt was tciroe^, seconded the yfews 
of the king so well, that ere long a volunteer Wee 
of 3000 young men was raised, vvith assuixiince , 

that the numbi^ should he doublc^jf nec^ 

The Balcarliams ^reqd to’ n|»arch ^|9 tV relief of 

Dalcarlifinh shewed the utmost aneasin^ : six times thiey 
revolterl against liis aathority^iitliiwa^owe: iftfetateu ideitB 
that their privileges wire likelyvio K iiifting^d. la idlH, 
when Gustavos proclatmedii^e protei^Bt , religion, as the 
religion of the state, the P«fe»pljiaii*4ook up ami*', lin- 
ing abandoned by their chiefs, and overawed, by thegreat 
foroe that GnstavoB d»arch<^ aUftiasi them* and «tiU in- 
flueneed by the eiwjaeaoiia of Wt maj^ic pmc&, wh** 
bad So often led them to victory, they ntjere , iaduetd to 
lay don n their arms. Another revoil was, occasioned by 
au apprehension that some alste^ration, was Rieditaled in 
their dress, which they • resolved to mfintaja thtanseives, 
and even insisted that tlw king. and his, dtmrt ctm- 
tinue.'to Wear; '■ / ■' .-(If; ■ 

About the talddle of thedast ceatary, thc Baltmriian 
peasants, displeased by the events of a. edmpaign in fih- 
laa(^ rase in a body, and. marched ,off.for .iStockhofm, 
vowing veugeailce ngainst * the onfortunate generals 
During their disorderly march, they compelled ,al|, the 
peasants with whom they fell in,, to join them;, .They entered 
Stockholm without opi»p$ition, and., beset the hoji^e of 
nobles. A stator, (whone rank in .Sweden as eqmi to a 
prince in Germany, rfr'a duke in . £iigkad,i .went out 
dresoediin his senatorial robes to,- addees* .the wild and ig- , 
fimatwl soultitude. He was shpt dead in a luo.ment. The 
soldiers of the garrison then attacked the ias«fBpii,ts,,f»apy 
of whom were killed on the t^ot : those who „e!scaped, 
made the beat of their way ba<?k to Palcarliiir, , , , ^ 
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pr<»vift«»8 ; ,,tliek example being; folf 
lowed by others, Gnstavus assembled a force that 
he , thought adequate to the protection of. bis in- 
* vaded hiagd^. Byt had it not been for the iu- 
UerfeiPenoe of G.r6#. Britain and JBrujSsia, Sweden 
would have!(. J|f^h;d^pr^^^ cif.two of hor most 

In 1808, -wtien 1t»fi pretondpd son and .successor to 
Gusi^VMs the tThird, aitetnpted to fnforce the cdn-scription 
in their province, they refused com pliant : a revolt was 
expected, and the tfoops tint were raiised to complete 
what was called the siipplem^otary army, "were amongst 
the last that reached tl^ place of rendewms, Lastly, 
when the revolution of^lSOO was kto the point of breaking 
out, it was in.; vain that the weak and imheeiic king 
stroverfo ttiiimate, the Daldarlians to rise in arms in, his 
defence.- , , . 

The province of Ilalcarlia is of considerable extent ; ■ 
but very poor, and thinly peopled : its umtio JOa/d/’we, or 
i/ie Dales,' is descriptive of its situation, It Is l<*ss 
woody tJjftH some of the provinces of Sweden. The cul- 
tivate land -is, very tminll in proportion to the waste or 
bog.laud, mouataina, arid lakfeSi The loftiest mouriiains 
do not,' exceed four Ihousamd feet per pcndicute height. 
T-heir huts are simple in the e.\trcme, and witbmit 
gla-w; tlie same -bote that lets irr the lights letting out 
theiknoke, ; They hold their buds by a particular lenure, 
and ^Tfhsaigst Ut^ p^asmntry ;tha privilege of pfiiriogenitunB 
is unknoW'n* Exclusive ofilhe great divi.sicMis of the pro- • 
viuce-lnto ^vt Uatsk. and Mie gi'ejj Dalcarfs ; each parish 
has :some distinguishing mark* of drisss, by wliicH the na- 
tives from w'hafr particular pariajf ; 

they coiaar The dross of . the superior • clash, of ‘p^xants 
bears some resemhianeb to nt^uaker’s of '4h© fast, century ; 
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, valuabte- provinces; naiftely, '©ifftliiajftid' ' 
Scania.; ^ 

, TheDalcarliansbeingthOPOQ^iy setMi ai^^;^ ' 
Gustavus proceed^ at tbeir iKiad into; 
land ; where, titi afe Circntastan'oes pel!Wil!te<^r ‘ 
he provided derenee of the ptincJi^l l^irtis''' 

and passes. - , 

At Carlstadt, the capital'of Gp^ 

tavuswasmet'by Mir. ]EUiQl,&!Bn;t|si^envoyi^^ 
dent at Copenhagen, itavihgio vain .ejsceried «iU lus 
influence to detach J>enina?rk. from Russia* as soon 
as hostilitiea comnaeneed, ke crossed die Sfeund to 
visit Gustavus, to whom.mt this crisnis, his presence 
was worth an arpiyr hoi* Was the Jdiig slowih 
availing hiiiisdlf to die ntniibst of this hnpdrUnl 
advantage. In the midst of tlie triumphant prp- 
gress of the Danes, he infornjed his suVjec|6! of 

Ui«y have no collars to their , ccatp, we.ir large hats, and • 
necks geoemlly open. Their province is surrounded 
l)y. Wewaecland, Norvray, Hetjedal, H,elsingian(l, tmd in- 
clndiug about two degrees of latitude and five of loii» 
gitnde, ■ ", 

To , the naturalist this province is ioteresljwg. Its mi- 
neralogy has never been thoroughly explored. Of British 
traveilertr, DoctorThomasTho'inps*n,l>|,3>,'F.R,S. <fcc‘.«&c. 
gives the best areouot resperiing Hs fcrifUitio& ; but be saw 
but little ,of the province himself^ except nehr the mads to 
uad.hpm the great roujes. This„woPk,' Which excels any 
othpr ip the ^English tongtie, rhtber as a Mioeraiogical 
Survey,: f)f, Sweden, tbuti,as a pidtuire of njen add ihanuefs, 
is a quarto, --.-and was pnidished.in EoBdon;) 1^113. 
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strong msons he had for. fife^jesding oji their 
speedy retreat. , Hor did Mr* fiHio«<maIS 4 ? any 
wanecessary delay ia giving full effect to his i>ow- 
erful interference^ .He wrote t#o letters to the 
pmee of Hesse, enjoining lum iii the most ener- 
getic tenmjto put aalmmediate slop to hostilities. 
Finding that .the Hames pressed forward, and the 
unex{)ccted unwelcome tidiags having reached 
Gustavos, of Cijflonei Traafelt, of the West-Goth- 
land regiment, with 700 privates, and some artil- 
lery, having, on the 20th September, surrendered 
at Quistrum to die .Danish army ; Mr. Elliot 
saw' that not a moment was to be lost ; and it 
was agreed between Oustavws and this active and 
resolute mediator, that the latter should proceed 
with all sfxied, and reach Gothenburg before the 
Danish army. To him nlou© was confided the 
intention of GustavuS' to leave his head-quarters 
privandy, and mahc his way as quick as possible 
to the same city. Meantime, the most anxious cares 
pressed on the king, who was greatly alarmcxl, 
lest, in spite of every effort of Mr. Elliot, Gothen- 
burg, and the fortresses on the Gotha Alf, should 
b.c treacherously given up to the Danes. Giistuvus 
soo^i after aetofi^ .unattended, „on horseback: the 
distance was about a hundred mites English. Tlie 
king' proceeded round the ea.stern shore of Luke 
Yennern : the Danes were on the, west. 

It ia said he had several hair-breadth jl'Bt 
rapes of bciagfweaptured. This is doubtful ; the 
Danes not having passed the Gotlia Alf. it 
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waB midnigiit Wetti alone and 'O'tiknown, he 
arrived at the Oamia'portj^ and not till after lowg 
parlying, could he obtain permission to entM?. 

■ it was with d^fculty he could make the guaud 
believe, that the ftb^ary strang’er who demanded 
admission jivas their king.- He repaired direct to 
the house of Gfeneral Burefcz, ihe cothmandant, 
who, sur]>rised and confounded at Ihe unexpe cted 
appearance of hts sovereign, tokHiim that all was 
lost, and that nothing could save the city from 
being captured. The king, .eyeing him disdain- 
fully, replu'd, You misteke, Oeueral i 1 came on 
purpose to save it.”* ’Being greatly fatigucil, he 
required to be shewn to a bed. , .The embar- 
rassed general could not conceal thiat be had* re- 
moved every thing of value! ,jV either bedding, 
plate, tables, nor chairs, remained in his house, 

English mercliaut,’ who lived next door, ac- 
commodated the king, by lending him a lew es- 
sential articles, who, throwing himself undressed 
on a bed spread upon the floor, probably slept 
sounder than the commandant. 

Gustavus arose very -early, the next morning. 
General Duretz appeared to receive his coiji- 
rnauds. On learning tjhat the king was deter- 
mined to defend the city to th.e last extremity, 
the Unial general dropped on his'knees, aud eu- 
treatea him to leave a place so' litt^ capable of 
re^stance. “ The enemy draws hear, sire/' said 
h<*. “ Thi»>H'ery day, he wdU summon the city 

* Hie old g<<fe. 
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|o surf ciulcr. Iii • case of si' an* '^saolt 

taike jplace, and yoiir majesty’s p^soh 
be too mucb exposed.” ~ dustayilk besird him 
in silencei ’and then ssdd, ^y appear- 

ance of anger, “ Such being yHair^blohi gehm}, 
you will 'at coWse fed obhgli^l' to imCl' ft>lf re- 
leasing you frdin the charj^ 'hf ihia 
Retire, sir, pour luggage f Count John 

Sparr is your successor.” . " ■' 

The king assembled the magis^trates jtbd prin- 
cipal persons of the, city. He told them. that the 
Dalcarlians and ‘Werraerlanders were in motion, and 
coniihg to their relief. That jf they would second 
his efforts, he had no doubt Of repelling the enemy 
and saving tlie city; “which,” said he, “1 regard 
as one of the most precious jewels in my crown. ' 
Channcrl by his eloquence, animated by his cou- 
rage, and, above all, Confiding in the efficiency of 
foreign iutcrfivrciicc to arfeit the progress of the 
im'aders, they readily agreed to second, as far as 
they could, the king’s brave resoUc. They gave 
their carriage, and saddle-horses, to Kelp convey 
balks a!nd' planks td the batteries^ hotie of which 
were ip a proper state of defence, or fit, dimng a . 
siege, to bear u cannon; Rveu the ladies Appeared 
Oil the ranjpUri^ and eiicouragdd their toWns- 
women to aid id Wofks of defedeC All ranks of 
ppople seeiBcd 'emulous to surpass eaCh Other in 
i^crxfices of ^drtibns to save the plhce ; ahd a 
sho^ timp sufficed , to put it in a/coalbtibn '^ pre- 
vent its being taken at the first attack. 
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. The ^^ener^J’g;, iht^lUjgenqp proved to be, quite 
coti:c;<^’' jjtb thf course of that day (tjhe <f>th 
,Octo]^er),a Panish herald arrived, charged yritb ^ 
letter to the ,lsd«i;g<?'’trnpr, dAnaap^mg tfeptisur- 
isadir of, ' 
>•* <5,reat, )f^iij((,,iBtr(): 
duced^i^ot to C^ietv^|il ]Durefe bat |;o the , ting of 
Swede^l ';,Trhe‘ ,h!^d.„.?^a8^.,4i^i|to«i 
message, such as 
altered sitiratidh'pfalfhi/?*, ,■,■ 

The king .immediately ordered the ivoodcn 
bridge, built fcross C%i!^ 

abov,e Golh^!Ubuig» »|tp^ W barnt The omis^on 
of theDaMB.'iaopt ojf.ttfs 
can only be ^counted Ibr by su|)po^iiig t^t Go* 
tlienburg v^ jM ere it wa:^ ,funimati«d 
Gustavyis, tolly aware qf its impoxtan<^^ 4*^ : 
enemy,: jlpat apt ,a,,mb,pttej]!||n'r(^'tK;ing|t,|^ ashes ; 
whilst redoubts PW pyp^'y ®PPt 

wUer^ the Daues might, to for(| the riyer. 

The courts of LoikIoo^ ahd Berlin wiUr , 
miJrked,^ displeasure, this of Sweden. 

Ami the crovyn priuee pji.^penmark, jpst as he 
thphghh. hiifipself ®*?'Pure of Victory, apd of wjest- 
iijg.'VV'e^t Gothiahfi and;4kaniia,topto;,S||'h4®u ex-, 
periienccd a disappptotihhiH,. sim.^ar fhat pf 
flustavus. in Fiidand.* ' Bq}|i. those powers in- 

' V'' ' ’,.vt ' ''''pr 

agr|?|ping , to an , arimstice, ^.prppa^itory jo 
drawing,,; fjq^, the Swedish’ tiw/ritbricR ,,^d' jhi ' 
. detoult of immediate compliaupe, , Mri 
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was instructed to mtnace Cdpeaha^n with (he 
wng«ance of tilie ; British fieet> < the idvaaton 
df Holstein aod'Jiitlaridijy Prussia !t.j! . 

The presence of; Mr. ^Upt in Ctpthenburg was 
scarcely inferior as a .stiiaijlant^ the courage 
and loyaltp of thei that.of 

tavus On the 6 tU of ^lober, being the 

day after tbe city had been sdniinoned,.iMr. Elliot 
wrote a third time, and in a still roonrc urgent tone, 
to Prince •Charles df Hesse, saying, At tJiis very^ 
moment war is perhaps declared against Demnark hp 
Prussia atid England; but if^tr Highness will mmnt 
io what I propose, I will mnttd^el^ dispateh aiuritrs 
if passible to stop the intmion i^'Etdstem bg a Prmmn 
armp, and the mUing ouh Jkel. li&td tkisMUeri 
I entreat pou, to the crown pr 'metu U is viriUuu 
bg the ambassador the king his yunck, bp a man 
whoUp devoted io the prince, and who risks his own 
life h prevent the effusion <f the blmt of others ’! 

It would haye, been, extremely rash aftd ill- 
advised if Count Bemutorff had not, counselled 
Denmark to yield to these demands, painful and 
humiliatii% as they were. The Russian armies 
M’cre (00 'fully occupied in Asia for Catherine to 
be able toTsparc any efHcicnt aid; and the ihteriial 
resources of Denmark were by no raearis equal lb 
the, defence of the Danish territories, by land and 
sea, agaurst (hq coinbhied attacks, of^Creat Britain, 
and Sweden,. If»,theru£pre, CmintBnm^ 
sfoiff rcUeded firo'ja the policy hid h^ recently 
advised,' it by no means follows that he was . 
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in «!ii0P. if6( 

erils: ifeb chose dial np^eaiied the 
That it miiitated agaihist.B)titi^U<)^Utie^i!iit%^ 

^ objects^ is! oi iti dbeeincmi^ ihe jcetl^res 

Itcvished’ .it:,;'b^:>4he:''numstem^ 
yas no 

oh the part of hhd.to do was 

to 'fflenaoe Benmsni: wit^ bvkii^oiQs*^ sea and 
iand, 'did ^ hot., orders to,;<}nit 

Swedeh ; and it is highly ptobaijte/ :if> the same 
means, had ^n nsed tWi^ontbS i eadher, that 
the invasrah might, ad &cUit^^ been 
prevented. Tihe airoistice, which was &st agreed 


toon the 9th Odtobdf, for eight daysis^^ 
prolonged for a mouth/ was extended to •six 
nwnths j ahd on the 12th November, ^Sweden was- 
evacoated by the inyadihg army.* . vi 



* “ We see, in the mifoBiOlihebiiR ttansactioiii of the 
Sift edislj campaign, foe vittiows^^d mixed character of 
Gisstttvus extifoited dpon te'ililAreiitlclg ithealrA The 
desire of anaihilatingi by ose.k^iTitod and adventarons 


Wovi', the -odipuS tisurjaitioB of Rus^#, was luadahle and 
just, yuf thtihing did;.not, tdcf^ty Calpulate.foe, (bfCerent 
part? oXius sy^^m; and, there isliWdly opp'o^ his mf^ures 
that might not have been heater tiomd, or more judiciously 
(tjxecuU'd. . He had it ^eat and ahjniafin^ cause to plead 
against foe 'Cufariha; 'blit in his pttpe'ts opon' lKe subject 
hp'inixcs rt^hlt htid Wfoiigi imfo Sod fdh^dbd together, 
apd piaiuiy imuglihos that' s^cimis Bbtion might be edfoi 
mdmserviceid, him hs ingganbas truth. ' Hrs taienii, iui - 
eloquence, his'foiid and amiable luanupri, prbp,os)S|^,.nitji|i 
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evfttte ^a?¥»v|! ij^ipUcy 

^ ttw Pams^ ;‘ they *wej]g i^vioee th*t 
s^w«d hy fwpe^ iwwer, th^,,|Ji|jpjah^e#rt 
w^j|»rcea^to j;»i*i4e 

jw«t jmit was ^roas^ir^n ^ i^ew^t 

msf tbat,^W |)<^» i|^re§4j^yj wj»|er^,toeyi^ 
fufatp the iftV|i4e<]l |»rpyw|ce<^,^chiy?|R ftocefd- 
itigly pfeiffoFaaei^. Ip 41 the tw oj^^hpireasing 
cire«mst8ii]Qey,,th»t eaepeji %im the. tipprevokeid 
myasion of Bijies^aa Fiiilan^ hy Gpflevue^^o the 
relief t»f Gotheahtirg, he 4ispiMyei4|f5eat wWoiw, 
courage, ad^reee, and foitiitude, % fm pereonai 
bravery, hib capacity to fettgufe, his prowpt 
aud dvcifiive measpres, he d^feajt^d the vieiirs of 
his^r^ eoeudes, and depressed 4jeir hopdlg in 
proportion ap he eitcited the spirits and co^ihden^e 
(d4t^o^\u uu V • ^ j 

feib favor. We canoot retail^ our corapsaMon <6 a prince 
bf a proud and ludfepeodfat spirit, iutrigoed a^^ainst by a 
fordiga tnipkiter, t^uctoed to Iby a netgbbodr, betrayed by 
bta »«ib^cta doMSted by bis griends, hiivhdfid wdhont 
by «di thme Oabuaiibei, ftymg A*>m 
one e»^ of the to the rmriagi tfa« poorest 

ui hie to aftnftt poutdiiEgtmi: duK»^ die audst of 

the enowy, apd ^eart^ a# it^vr^Hfe by eoohiintiaeat to 
urrejt bis iosulOpg propose. «pe fAf 

regret to fiad jaicb a cbawicter toll of «#ror and imper- 
teotion ; opp(w« 0 jg mdacraoyj, Jbul graspiug W despotism ; 
fult of lumieobs conosptSiais, but Igaorjwjt of the viUnto of 
ttadi and h>togrity ; mjsi to a|i thtoga i^ided, aOS by 
lOj^Oixiblftii but by 'too peoemrioiiSetmtotto^ 
im»H*o|y f«ja^,’'n-Vldo -fikw 

Ofid fiietorjfi pp. #4»8®. 
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No sooner liad the active and indcfati^ble king, 
by personal exertions and pow'erful mediation, 
rescued his doiniuioiis from the grasp of^ Deiimark, 
than he bent all his faculties to punish the authors 
of the revolt in Finland, and by enacting restrictive 
^laws prevent repetition. GuStavus reached his 
capital on the 2()th of December, 1788, and was 
received with loud acclamations, fivery where, 
in his progress through the provinces of his 
kingdom, h6 saw himself stirrounded by devoted 
subjects, whose affectionate demonstrations of 
loyally bcsjwkc the enthusiasm that swelled* their 
honest, unsuspecting bosoms. 

Gustavus saw, with secret delight, this general 
and powerful expression of popular attachra’ent. 
The use he resolved to make of it was not only to 
jHutish the Danes, and bring the mutinous officers 
of b'inlaiul to justice, but to widen the breach 
belwccii the lUfbility and the jKusantry, and, 
]>la)ing off the lowest class against the highest, 
esbibbsh a despotic throne on the utter subver- 
sion of popular institutions. Such was tlie cruelty, 
perfidy, and mgi’atitude of this royal dissembler ; 
who, with loss mental e.xertion than it required to 
sup])ort his tortuous purposes and high-wrought 
deceptions, might have lived and reigned hapjnly 
and prosperously; and have descended to the tomb, 
adored by the existing generation, and regarded 
by posterity with that warm reverence with 
which tlie memory of the god-like Alfred is yet 
cherished in Great Britain. If Gusta\m#had laid 
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deep and broad foundations of a representative 
govemmeut in Sweden, and had destroyed every 
vestige of feudality, he would have rendered his 
throne more secure than when supported by 
penal laws, and forests of bayonets. The splendor 
of his talents renders his guilt the greater: forV. 
all tliose brilliant endowments of this monarch 

i 

that dazzled and infatuated mankind, were 
but as the fabled attractions of a basilisk, that 
allured but to destroy ; or the splendid exterior of 
some superb and highly decorated mausoleum, 
a magnificent outside that covered and concealed 
the disgusting rottenncvss that festered within ! 

Notwithstanding the duke of Sodermanland 
had become a party to the extraordinary capitu- 
lation of the revolted army of Finland, tlie leaders 
of the mutiny, Colonel Sprengporten,* ITesteskoi, 

Colonel, afterwards* fton. Spren^porten was n near 
blood relation to Baron de Sprengpoiten, nniuster for 
affairs in 1788. It was the firaihtry oi tbi?* peft^on 
to the oli^j^archy, that procured Ihe special favor of tias- 
Mvus the 'J'hird. Mr. Bistd, who well knew the persons 
whose characters he d^ijcribcd wrote thus of Coloiio! 
.^prengporten, who was one of the few confidants of Giis> 
tavus, in preparing the revolution of 1772, namel)^: 

Every thing w*’s .satisfactory to Colonel 8preiipj»orteQ, 
so long as the king had vew markn of favor to bestow on 
hiiu, and would take his advice on ccertf 000^,^x011: but, 
a trifling dispute be had wulfi the otfir/ rs in the guards, 
and which the king decided in their favor, becau.se it 
was just, nut hiin so much out of humour, that he forgot 
that dm king's friendship w^as now more necessary to 



r.USTAVUS THE THIRD. 83 

and others, thought it advisable to fly for safety 
within the Russian lines. Meantime, Gustavus 
found means to arrest a considerable number of 
officers; and many others having surrendered 
jj^luntarily, he caused the whole to be tried 
^6efore a grand court-martial, which he ordered 

liim than to to the king; and carried his Resentment to 
au open rupture. He immediately resigned his place; and 
when the kiug would not receive his petition for that 
purpose, and entreated him to reflect more coolly on the 
subject, he left the lung in nfttry^ and flunfr the paper ai 
the secretary^ of slate, whom he met on the staircase, and 
sw<fre a great oath that be never more ^ouid put his foot 
within the king's piiltice,, or have any thing to say to him! 
He went directly home, and retired to bed, where he re- 
mamed for the most part of the time he had yet to live, 
a victim to the rnge <»f disappointed pride, and the 
torments of a most violent tonper. * 

The king, justly disjdeasetf at his behaviour, granted 
him bis request; and to avoid creating any jealousy iu 
disposing of such a place, his mujesty reservi^d it to him- 
self, and has ever kept it afterwards; leaving all the 
enudumnuts to General Sprougporlen as long as he liietf, 
and siiH'c his death they have been appropiaated to the 
use of tlie state, 

I'hiis one of the most active spirits in Sweden ftumd 
himself reduced to a state of perfect idleness, in the prime 
of his political life. 

‘‘ By anger and despair the- general was deprived of his 
reason. He imagined that he felt his heart growing to a 
greater bulk, and was in perpetual a])prehensh)Li it would 
burst. His pain, real or imaginary, was such, that he lay 
almost in a continual agony, and nothing could give him 
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tft'bc liolcl in the palaee of Frederikshofl', formerly 
the town rcsidemce of Qween Ix^nisa Ulrica. 

Amongst the accused wore many nobles, 
whoso political opinions were olmttxiotis to (ius- 
lavus ; and those were convicted by dubious, if not 
suborned evidence, and condemned to vindictive^, 
and disproportionate punishment. Many of tliose 
who liad entered into a correspondence wnlh the 
empress Catherine, were doomed to die ; amongst 
these were the Sprcngporlen.s and llestesko. bnt 
they were already out of the reach of justice. 
Others were condemned to a destiny more severe; 
namely, to conhnement for life, or for ditferent 

I 

relief bnt mnsic, I had, (iK'reforc, a (*onf^cr( ('vt^y iiiijht, 
and spent most pnrt of his income on splendid 8iipp‘'rs, 
and presunls to l:iln^>ers, with other mnsicaJ virtuosos; but 
at List the moruseness of his temj)C‘r bct'nme proof ('ven 
against the (‘iiarius of harmony. /A; sv/r// u 

didike lo kiisjiilow creatures, f/taf hr irui/d, at unt/ nitt\ 
he rpiircly nut of their reach. lie V'O.v almost 

like a dead corse to a count ry /ious(\ n Imre he enjoyed 
rather the horrors than (ht‘ pewr of solllndr, till his suf- 
fering's put an end to hie lifr.f 

* VVluif li pictnrt' do ni tli - uit'^nor of tfu: 

Sv\odish mini, uiidrr f^UhluvuR (be Thud ! This ilcpj lived iinnarrii 
was addicU'd to a iiio-.t dote.^nibb' ( iSmt*. h is Kmwii in Sv'^cilcn, 
a was that propei!sn\ ^^bu:b filled llu* imud of Gt iirntl Spi(‘ng- 
porten \viib indelibit' lecllnr.'*of idmmf, n uiorso, and dt'spciir ; ami 
al-io travc that iinpnlot* of df'adK Ik utility to ctiicrs of fiic fai/iih, 
w'inrb led them, in Finland, fo dt'sen the king's Uandard and go 
over to the Ru.‘»Mians. 
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long periods in remote fortresises ; a puftirib- 
incnt ikr more rruel than death without torture, 
(’■aptaiii Aukarslrom, of the Swedish guards, 
was included in this class of convicted persons, 
^.yAdfniraJ Liiljehorn, an<l General Kaalbext were 
/also condemned, but permitted to retain their 
pay. Id his final decision on tlie eases of the 
condemned officers, Giistavus exhibited a strange 
mixture of apparent mercy and positiu- cruelty. 
Ue threw indelible disgrace on the members of 
tlie court, and sullitid his own cliaractcr by leaving 
too much reason for tlie .world to suppose that 
he W'as guided by personal feelings, and made 
use of a venal atul subservient court to destroy 
nu ll, whose, palriolism had led them lo expose 
the errors of his iineonstitutioual reigii. 

The vast expenses of the late Avar, and the 
financial distress it occasioned, forced GustaAms,' 
how ever reluctant) V, to have recourse to a diet 
for a supjily, rather than risk an open rebellum by 
arbitrary taxation. During his late ttuir, tlie 
king had Wo sitccessfiill} tampered AA'ith munv of 
the leading ehaniclers amongst the three inlerior 
orders, liis millions and agents, ])y flattery, by 
promises, and by gold, iiad wvouglit on a decided 
majority to give :m unqualified ])ledge ofsiippoit, 
in the ensuing diet, to every thing that the king 
anight desire of them. Thus fiiJly prepared to 
triumph over the noblc.s, he convened a diet, the 
first meeting of which took place at Stockholm, 
iun the 2d of February, 1789. The king's speech 
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was more than commonly eloquent, and admirably 
calculated to call forth every latent spark of na- 
tional pride, and direct it against his foes, foreign 
and domestic. He was lavish in his encomiums 
on the burgers, the clergy, and the peasantry- 
and he intimated that for the sake of unanmit^^ 
he was willing to sacrifice every vindicti\ e feeling. 
If this were iield out as a hint to the nobles, it failed 
of its desired effect. They were firm, haughty, and 
inflexible in their resolution, if possible, to con- 
troul his ambitious projects. An address, pre- 
pared by some agent of the orowni, was voted by 
the three inferior states, conveying their thanks 
to Gustavus for his recent and great exertions in 
defence of the kingdom. The nobility, however, 
peremptorily refused their concurrence, unless 
accomi>anied by an additioiud clause, recom- 
*mcnding the conclusion of an immediate ])eacc. 
On the fifih day of the sittings, tin- nobles voted 
an address to the king, calling upon Inm to in- 
stitute prosecutions against the authors of various 
libels, which had been written, relalive to the 
revolt in Finland, and in favor of the sovereign, 
and to promote the extension of the prcrogative.s 
of the crown. 

The power of the diet, in all cases of seo ct 
discussion, was delegated to a committee, in the 
composition of which, in the present instance, the 
crown had too much secret influence. The nuinjaer 
of members w’^as thirty. Conscious of the advan- 
tages possessed by the king by means of this com- 
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niittee, the nobles proposj^ to limit its authority to 
the discussion of such subjects alone as should be 
contained in previous instructions from each of the 
four estates. Gustavus objected to a proceeding 
^ t^t was perfectly constitutional, because it would 
}' otherwise have defeated all his deep laid schemes. 
He therefore commanded Count Lbwenhaupt not 
to put this question to the vote ! Obedient to hi.s 
sovereign, the obsequious marshal obeyed, and 
thereby drew down such a siorrh of indigna- 
tion .on himself, that he declined presiding on 
the second agitation of the subject. The majo- 
rity tlien appointed anotlier marshal, and pro- 
ceeded to vote the restrictions; by which measure 
( he secret c omuiitfee were precluded from deciding 
on the question of w'ar or peace, or meddling 
with the tinanees , and the nobles directed their 
representatives i,. i he committee to report to the 
diet all sni;h iopics as did not, from their nature, 
require absolute secrecy. 

Tiiese measures on the side of the nobles, gave 
ri?c to such determined opposition in the inferior 
t.lasses, that, all public business seemed to be 
suspended. .Secretly prompted by the king, and 
aiming at intimidation of the most atrocious kind, 
tho ))easants advised his majesty to call in the. 
volunteers of Dalcarlia to the rdhj oi'xhc citizens of 
Stockholm! Those resolute but ignorant rn-slics, 
were already arrived within one day's march of the 
metropolis. Matters being thus prejiared to 
support by force the tyranny Gustavus was bent 
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oa,perpetratiug, he Sttmmoncd {he four orders 
the diet to attend him in the grand saloon of 
Ute states. The order was obeyed : the kingart^ 
fully complimented the Zeal and loyalty of tlie in- , 
ferior orders, and publicly thanked them for their 
zeal in assisting him to relieve the distresses of the\(^ 
kingdom. He censured the nobles in the severest 
terms, for the unceremojiious manner in which 
they had treated Count Ldwenhaupt, commanding 
them to erase the offensive resolutions from 
their journals, and then to appoint a dejiutation, 
at the head of which he expected to see (^>uut 
Fersen and Baron de Geer, for the express ])ur- 
pose of making a public apology, and whal he 
termed, a signal reparation, to their insulted pre- 
sident!— Such was the mode by which Oust avus 
reminded the fallen nobles of those indignities 
which, in other limes, they had unl'eoliiigly i'xvr- 
cised on his father, Adolf Frederik. 'I'he king 
singled Out Count Fensen and Baron de Geer by 
name, and told them sternly, lu' considered their 
treatment of the marshal a personal insult to 
himself, whom in their sittings, the count repre- 
sented. Ijooking fiercely at Count Axel I'ersen, 
the king exclaimed with great vehemence, “ Im 
hmx repeatedly .shaken the throne of my late /'other 
At yoar per tl dare to touch tht sceptre o/' his .sonf' 

The count, not at all dismayed, attempted to 
defend his own conduct ; and several other 
nobles rose to speak in his behadf, but the king 
would not deign to listen; on- the contrary, he 
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disdamfuUy waved his handi'-as a sigualfoir ^he 
nobles to retire. Reluctantly '^and isulleniy they 
withdrew to their usual place of meeting. - Gount 
Fersen then proposed that tlie nobles should look 
, ojtestlieir journals, to discover, if possible* in what 
Idle insult consisted, of which so much Imd been 
said; asserting* that they had only used the 
strongest arguments they could find*, which was 
iheir unquestionable right, and tlierefbre they 
could not think of making any apology. 

A .p.'iper w'as then produced, signed by nearly 
forty nobles, specifying scveriii acts of rudeness 
Inwards the marshal. Count 1’cr.sen arose and 
d<'uounced tho.se persons by whout it was signed* 
a^ false and suborned accusers, and challertged 
tliem to support their charge by evidence. Aot 
otic could be found hardy enough to make the 
attempt. Some of those who had signed asked 
permission to erase their names : others ]ileaded 
■hirhrieUf ; or that they knew not the contents of 
the paper, or had been asked sf> to do by persons 
wh(*m they could not disoblige. Tlio nobles, 
instead of yielding, seemed more detennined 
than ever to persevere in their opposition to the 
despotic measures of the king; whilst nothing 
could exceed the base subserv’ieuey of the other 
three orders, which literallv outran his wishes. 
.Elated by tbe insidious compliments paid them 
by Gustavus, and vain of the confidence reposbd 
in their courage and fidelity, in a hot fit of loyalty, 
the armed burgers of Stockholm waited but for 
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to underta^ my thingf Uiat was required. 
Tiitekinghaving, on twentieth, resolved to arrest 
the refractory nobles ; the burgers were ready to 
fly to execute his will It did not, however, prove 
quite so easy or {Peasant a task as the good 
had expected. Colonel Ahnfelt, who was once i 
court tainion, asked a Captain Oldenberg, a lacx - ' 
weaixr, in affirm determined tone, to produce the 
king’s order. The captain, rather perplexed, was 
forced to own that his orders were merely verbal. 

I have lately had the honor of commanding the 
king’s horse guards,” ^aid Colonel Almfelt sternly, 
and I do not intend to suffer myself to be ar- 
rested by any dressed-out shop-keeper. Begone, 
sir,* instantly! or I’ll blow out your brains.” Not 
wishing to push matters to that extent, the officious 
sycophant peaceably retired, happy to give up 
the commission to an officer of the dragoons. 
Count Fersen was arrested by a party of gen- 
tiemen •pensioners. The court of his hotel was 
crowded with spectators of all ranks. It was 
whispered to him tlmt he had a number of friends 
at hand,- if he chose to make resistance. He re- 
plied with great calmness, my conscience is ckar, 
ami I J'ear nothing. Count Horn, Chief Justice 
Lilljestraal, Baron de Geer, M'Clean, and many 
others, were taken without difficulty. The noble 
captives were carried to the palace of Frederikskqff'] 
that had lately been repaired to receive the officers 
concerned ia the late muthiy, aitd the courtrmartia] 
that was to try them. The rooms in which the 
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«oblc6 were lodged, epIendMly funaifeed; 
and their tables supplied frbtn the kihgV kitdien, 
a favor that was rejected by m6st of the piisoners, . 
who chose rather to supply theinselves. Colittt 
' Bs«he and General Baron Pechlin were allowed 
to remain in their own houses. At first they Were 
closely watched ; a precaution that was altogether 
needless, as no one offered to liy firom this 
atrocious aOt of despotism. Jfar from being ap- 
palled, the nobles were more vehement than ever 
in their reproaches and menaces : and had they 
not so shamefully abused the poWer they formerly 
usurped, when, with one hand they crushed the 
<rown, and with the other plundered and op- 
pressed tlie people, the king had not dar^d to 
have treated them with such indignity. The 
nobles had, in former diets, trampled uu the 
rights and liberties of the people with much con- 
tempt; and they in consequence had become 
odious to the nation ; yet such was the complexion 
of this outrage, that Gustavos found it advisable 
to order a report of the state of the metropolis to 
be laid before him every six hours ; it appearing 
probable, that those who had no manner of respect 
for the nobles, as a body, were inclined to drav/ 
the sword against the dei^otism by which they 
were oppressed. Bunug their confinement, they 
spoke of the king in terms of undisguised contempt 
and abhorrence, openly aodUsing him of crimes of 
so polluted a hatdiie^ that even their names cannot 
be recorded. Affeetmg magtiaiiimity where selfish 
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consctott» regiikted his conduct, 
GUstaviiB oydci?^d the s^ecvetary hot do' take cog- 
nizance of «wch expt^ssions. Soiue Of the nobles 
even ))resecfted ■written 'chafgesi >vhich they were 
entreated to retract. Tl»e absence of the sciwaie/’ 
mafslial, in some measure, calmed their minds. 
Colonel Lilljchom, the vice-marshal, behaved with 
great cireum^ection ; but their indignation was not 
to be appeased. Nor was this spirit manifested in 
the hou#se of nobles only. Several young noblemen 
of the first fainilies resigned their employments 
at court, and in the army ; amongst whom were 
the Counts de la Gardie, Ribbing, and Stenbo<'k. 
The drawing-room was deserted by the ladies ; 
and *ibe palace of the king became, in*a manner, 
suddenly deserted ; all which privations Gustavns 
endured with admiral)le philosophy, so much wclh 
he delighted with his * patrivian mmgerie^' as he 
called Froderikshoff, whilst it served as a prison 
for the confinement of senators and nobles ! 

Tliis outrage forms an indelible blot in the annals 
of iiis reign. It was judiciously observed by an 
able political writer,* that Gustavos might safely 
enough have trusted this act of vengeance to the 
burgers and peasants. He was, however, unwilling 
to part with so dangerous an authority. He feared 
'* thaf 9)fight undtrstfad too lodi,’ and love k 

too much*' Gustavuis was apprehensive, tliat when 
they bad deprived tlie nobles of usurped privileges, • 

* See the New Aahual Begiifter, ,l7d0, 59, SQt. , , e 
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they,migl)ft dmutte sui^fei^r-tbe |>rize ti^a*,TV.af 
' lawfully their . ow« property^, to te iwieci for the 
increase of the prerogatives of ilie oiowtil . *i 
The day following the arbitrary^ ^i^rest of tho 
^'ngil^ks, amongst whom were inclndod bOthtsena-. 
tors* and, members of the secret committee,i 
Gustavus weiit to njeet what was properly to 'be 
no longer tenned, the assembled Estates. He 
gravely affected to submit to the affttsi((kreUi(m of 
legislators, of whom many were intimidated and 
more .suborned*— the law of ‘ mttrity and union.’ 
Its ‘ sevurity consisted in li/ting tike kir^ above the 
constitution; and its * union,' in concentrating aH 
manner of political , power in tire hands of the 
monarch 1 It conferred on the king, the right to 
declare war and make peace. Future diets were 
restricted from debating on any subject not pre- 
viously sanctioned, and presented for their delibe- 
ration by the king! It annihilated the senate, an 
institution, tliat dishonored as it stood, first by its 
usurpations, and lastly, by its subserviency — ^was 
stiil venerable in the eyes of the Swedes, having 
existed almost beyond tlie reach of hisOvry; and 
on many great emergencies, having rescued their 
country from situations of great peril and calamity. 

The king was competent to cast the chief 
nobles of Sweden into .prison; but he could not 
•intimidate tlie remainder to permit that pliant tool 
of despotism. Count LdWenhaupt, /to preside ais- 
marshal of the mutikted wreck of the peerage. 
Their language towards the king teemed with 



94 tiUSTAVU? THE THIRD. 

and insult, act pf ' wtm and secu- 
n^’ Was received with every mark of disdain; 
per, during ihrpe Weeks time, would they take it 
into consideration. When the king sent a message 
requiring their decision, the act was allnost,j^J^-,^/,• 
nimously rejected. The mosst respectable of the 
nobles, finding the popular voice |o, decidedly 
against them/ and the three inferioi; orders blindly 
devoted to the kii^, and ready to gp any lengths 
to gratify their spleen against the peers, retired 
to their estates. On the evening of the royal 
sitting, a meeting of the nobles was suddenly 
convened, to elect a new secret committee, which, 
proceeding to immediate operations, usurping the 
name of the nation to sanction their criminal sub- 
serviency, illegally assumed the responsibility of 
a debt contracted by the crown, amounting to 
five millions sterling ; and they voted additional 
tajces, amounting to 500,000/. per annum; with 
these unprincipled and venal concessions, the 
secret committee terminated their unhallowed 
labors, with a report to each of the four orders 
of the diet ; and their resolutions, which were in 
fact the resolutions pf the king, us a matter of 
course, were instantly adopted by the clergy, 
burgers, and peasants. During all this time, the 
nobles whom Gustavus had illegally arrested, 
remained in confinement. At the lattpr end of . 
March, the nobles being deserted by one part of 
their leaders, and deprived of,tlie talents ol‘ those 
who were confined, Gustavus obtained, by a kind 
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of comjJtoiDise, addi4«te froiii “fli© fe#*iirft6 
ytt attended The sitting. ‘1\> please theilHiel^« 
they'ittBertcd a clause, recoaffiendiag tiie k&ig to 
iiiake peace : to please the kiog, they jfiledged Ae 
^■nfikithy of Sweden to support the war, in case of 
‘ inevitable necessity* Of which necessity Oustavtts 
Was to be the Jndgel On the 27 th of April, Gustariw 
went in pertteto to the house hf nobfes, to wring 
from the feeble reniams of that oncO formidable 
assembly, a confirmation of the resolfltions of the 
three inferior orders. With regiments of soldiers 
and parks of artillery at his command, tins king 
was flie gaoler of one part of the legislature, and 
the corrupter and suborner of the others He had 
degraded the nation by elevating his own power 
above that of the law ; and was mean enough to 
challenge the imprisoned and insulted peers to 
argue the point with him! — a- mode of triumph 
that was alike pusillanimous and cruel. He after- 
wards boasted that in three hours time he had 
induced the nobles to consent to propositions, on 
whic'h, for months together, they had been deli- 
berating to no purpose ! The dissolution of this 
degenerate assembly took place next day. The 
three inferior orders, in their zeal to elevate the 
crown, lost sight of national liberty. When, by 
a formal deputation, the resentfnl and illiterate 
clowns, communicated to the nobles their me- 
morable resolutions, and -pressed the peers to 
sanction those measutt^-s, Count Axel Fersen 
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his head, aud witha look , strowgly exprossiVe 
of pity, said, loud enough to be j^eard by the 
deputies — “ ]^m' tncn ! tlicjj mmt hi pat^orndj for 
they him mt what thy are doing." These appa- 
rently benevolent expressions, were jw, Wiftlilyj; 
nothing more than the whining emit of a fallen 
t^Tant,. The uij 'erior orders, as tbe^bulk of every 
nation is injuriously termed, certainly acted irra- 
tionally in losing sight of an opportunity, whereby 
they might have reduced the exorbitant power 
of the crown or of the nobles, and have, esta- 
blished the liberty of , their country. They had 
the power in their own hands, and they iieglccled 
to use it : they were at once tlie victims of uristo- 
cratical oppression, and regal fraud. For the sake 
of beholding their former tyrants humbled and 
oppressed, they neglected their duty to Clod 
and their country, and permitted the sovereign to 
approach very near tc> the establishment of a 
despotic monarchy. But still, exclusive of the 
gratification of a rajicorous hatred, that had b(‘en 
generated by ages of oppression and misrule, 
Ihnj gam’d som’thhig uy thr. change ; some of the 
bonds fastened on their natural rights by the 
feudal system, being re|axed. Count Axel Fersen 
was unquestionably a nobleman of great en- 
dowments, and high repute a.s a statesman. 
Prior to the revolution of 1772, he formed one of. 
the main pillars of the reigning aristocracy. If,ihe 
had coolly and candidly examined the cause of 
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the flmd humttisdla^'con^ition in 
{Nredisn nomes fotind' themeelves, fee muet haW 
tracffed itg ^urce to their notbriuiii abuse ot tfee • 
usurped power tfeey had acquired ; and of whbih, 
to boiTciw the words of Mr. £eckie, * it iaig;ht with 
justice be 6b^rrbd,‘’^hat as they had for the pro- 
itiotion of thikk own selfish objects chose to destroy 
their me^iuS of defence, they had no, right to cora- 
plhm of bbin^ finally deprired df a power which 
they had not the discretion to use. 

It has been too often observed, to need further 
repetition, that the kin^ w;a8 one of tbd most 
profound dissimulators in existence; and it is 
extremely probable that he did hot believe there 
was one honest nobleihan to be found ih Sweden ; 
or that any public character was proof against flat- 
tery, gold, dr intiniidation; Ibis degraded opinion 
6f the privileged brdSr, and the disgrace into 
which the nobility had fallen, encouraged him to 
adopt tboise measures that can never be justified; 
and for legalising of which, their own sanction 
was necessary : even this extreme act of self- 
debasement the king found means to carry by a 
shberned and uitimidated majority, composed of 
the dregs of the nobility who remained in the 
diet ; to the most p6werful of whom he paid per- 
dbnal visits, bestowing inarks of favor, and pro; 
testing with all possible ferVot, that in the hars^ 
xhhhtiures' t6 which he had had rccour^^ he had 

' /. ‘ > /'>, ' I, , ^ 

A 

* Vide Bateace of Power in Europe, p. 

VOL. II. H 
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b4i^cxclusive]y animated by reheard to the 
of Sweden, ^.iid not infiileneed by ^offish or ambi- 
tious projects T ' Nor was it in v;iio that GustavuS 
whispered in their ear, that if the tttihki (Mil not 
ergoij as nwny M mlaak'epripikgm nfm/Hf 
arder of thfiigit, as tinder that whkh had poised akdif, 
ttver to wtui^n i it most he their own fetUlt, m the 
door Mood wide open to aibnlt them to a full partici- 
pation. Eagerly phnting after place and power, 
unrestrained by any honorable feelings, the venal 
nobles readily took the hint, sanctioned by their 
sufirages the kings illegal proceedings, and like 
fawning spaniels licking the foot by which they 
fead^been spumed, they became the creatures of 
the crown, and thankfully accepted the crumbs 
that fell from the royal table ! According to the 
author of a portraiture of the court of Sweden, * 
the great ex-senator. Count Fersen, declared that 
if he had been king of Sweden, and circumstanced 
like Gustavus, he would have acted precisely in 
the smne manner! Within three days after the 
dissolution of this assembly of comipt and servile 
legislators, a royal proclamation was issued, by 
which the oppressed farmers arid labourers were 
released from more of the bmihens and rcsiric- 
tioris, that during many Uges had been slowly and 
imperceptibly imposed by a cruel, uhpitying, and 
encroaching aristocracy. To divide, weaken, and 
humble that once formidable phalanx ; to oppose 

, ’ ' 1 ' > ' • . ‘ " i , v" ^ 

« 

' *Mr.C. F. RintPl.':’ ' 
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te their power the gtwing. importaace y ht- the 
middle orders; to animate the loyalty^ or^ more 
correctly, to stimulate the prejudictes of the rude, 
illiterate, aud much injured peasantry,, tlie king 
sLirfekdered this fiirther portion of those destruc- 
tive and degrading usurpatienfs that formed the 
broad basis, and deep foxmdations of feudal ty- 
ranny. Those concessions woxtld haye been truly 
honorable to tJie character of the king, if they 
had proceeded from a benevolent Senuce; but 
tliey ^*erc the re.sult of cold and calculating jw- 
licy ; and if the nobles had proved obsequiipua m 
(iustavus desired 1 hem, with equal facility and 
indiffereiiei: he would Itaye extended their odious 
privileges at the expense of the population ; for he 
was radically the enemy of democratic institutions, 
t!ie representative system, and popular I'ights. 

The king havmg* by the means, and in the 
manner described, triumphed over a dispirited 
and degraded aristocracy ; he paid the most se- 
rious attention to the npproacMug campaigns. 
1 Ins monarch might, and in comibon prudence 
be ought before this, to have made peace wjth 
Eussia; since every chance of reconquering the 
provinces that Sweden had formerly been com- 
pelled to cede to Russia, had totally vanished ; 
ax*d there was no longer any rational object for 
yirbic:^;;the war ought to . have been continued. 
Uugtavus had originaJiy teisiolved oa this war Irom 
motives of avarice and ambition. The wild and 
visionary hopes in which he bad indulged, having 
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all tetmmated in disappointment #tiU resolved 
to persevere ,a» the subsidised ally td’Jth# Gwd 
Sigfuior. The courts of Great Britain, and Prussia, 
anxious to render Swedensubservient tq their poli- 
tical views, had recourse to every expedient lltfcly 
to strengthen tliis Mrarliha disposition and unwise 
decision of the king} filling his romantic mind wkh 
the most extravagant* expectations, ufhence rer 
suited, in the first instance, a callous and criminal 
indifference to the . additional miseries he was 
about to inflict upon his subjects, and ultin^tely, 
disappointment and ruin. 

About this period the influence of Prussian 
politics at the court of $t. James’s wa$ predom^ 
nant over national interests, and liberal principles * 
It was that influence which encouraged the ambi- 
tious, yet weak princess, the wife of William the 
Fifth, Stadholder of Holland, to urge her husband 
to the commission of those unpopular measures 
that endangered his power and even his existence; 
and who next influenced her despotic brother to 
pour a strong Prussian army into the United Pro- 
vinces, to bow the neck of the Belgic Republicans. 
This nefarious enterpiize, the court of , london 

* Vide New Annual Regisler, 1790, 1791, and 1792, &c. — 

“ 1 always was at a loss to conceive .what the warlike prepamtiosis 
of Great Orhaih and Prussia meant, and am inclined to think that 
they had a reference, ultimately, riot to Turkey hut to Poland.”—' 

{ Letters from Seandinaviff, val. H. ft. 21 L) Thus broadly iwplj'ing 
(hot the court of London secretly sanctioned the King of Prussia's 
aelftsh views on that devoted kingdom; a thing doost incredible,/ 
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faH3r8a.ticti6n6d; slttd its result, which t^eoae^ with 
future calamity, so delighted the adtnirers'flf Ger- 
man discipline, that the influence t)f Prussia be 
came in a manner bbundl^s. It" was of vast 
importance to the views of Prussia, that Denmark 
should make peaee with Sweden, to leave the latter 
pbvpor at liberty to combine alibis §>i!ces by sea 
and land in active operations against Russia, in 
order to enibarrass the Empress and cramp her 
exertions in Asia ; whicWconsideration, probably, 
was the real source of the extraordinary instruc- 
tions given to Mr. Hugh Elliot, and of the'siCMsnes 
that folio vred in Sweden, wherein the latter acted 
rather in the spirit of an armed partisan, than as 
the ambassador of a neutral state. 

Whilst the insidious policy of the chief of the 
House of Brandenburg, backed by the prepon- 
derating weight of British influence, induced 
Gustavus the Third to pursue a line of conduct 
totally incompatible with the welfkre of his sub- 
jects ; the same crafty prince, in all probability 
prevented him from availing himself of the oppor- 
tunity that now offered, of attempting to resusci- 
tate Poland, and rescue that injured nation from 
the. trammels of Russia, and the despotism of the 
mosjt radically cruel jand wicked aristocracy, by 
which any European kmgdom had ever been 
plundered, insulted, and. degraded. 

.To the vices and foHies of that arisrocracy, all 
the C'^amilies that weighed down her former 
aud greatness, were owing;, from that poisoned 
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spriiai^ all her miseries flowed. AcisoraiBg to' the 
statement of a British traveller of (ieserved cele- 
brity,* the court' of txindoa, soon after the nccC's- 
siuri of George th© I'hird, had a powerful ^ud 
secret influence in raising tlie fortunes of the 
young Count Fbniatowski, who, appears in his 
early life to have been used as apolitical agent by 
the British ministerf at the conn of Petersburg^ 
which circumstance, paved his way to aii intimacy 
with the Grand Duke, afterwards Peter the Third, 
and his frail and fair wife, the celebrated Cathe- 
rine the Second. The Grand Duke became 
the patron and protector of Count Poniatowski, 
who returned his friendship by forming an adul- 
tei-ous connection witli his wife ! To avoid shame 
and punishincht, to gratify her ambition and 
amoroTts propensities, . Catherine def)rived her 
lord and liusband of his life and crown, and exhi- 
bited his corse to the public, that every one might 
be convinced how very ffiit'ljf the deceased 
monarch had come by his death ; whilst a guard 
of grenadiers opposed loaded muskets and fixed 
bayopets to the breast of every intruder, who 
might dare to approach with a view to investigate 
the actual state of the royal corse 1 , ,! 

Having thus got rM of. an unmanagealde, and 
troublesome husband, and seated herself ori the 
throne yet reeking with his blood, the Empress 

* The ReV. Mn Coxc. — Vide his TrJ^veJs, Vol. III. p. 6, Ifcc. 

t Sir Clmirifes nanljury WilliaiiiH. Vifc ftoxe’s Travels in 
‘Poland^ VoL I., p* 20 21. 
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Cytberij^e thougiit of h|sr paramour, (QpiiRt |*ppia- 
towski, i^ot tp recalf him tp partahe of 
brace?, for Jbe gigantic Orjkiff’, supplied hik^ipi^e 
as a lover, but, as a ,ipatrpmept« H placed pp 
the dirope pf ’Pplapft to con?piete tlip degradation 
and jruia of bis native <^uptry, sjpd arpalgate its 
territories with those belonging to Rpssia- 

Unde r . the bapeful and terri^c iu|lueiice of that 
blood-t?tained woman, bn the demtsc, of Augustas 
tiie Third, in 17()3, Count Pbnialowski vf^as piit in 
nomination fur the crown, and, five timuaand Rusr 
siau troops encamped on . the plaint,- of vYola,* 
fiecured his tranquil election by overawing his ad- 
versaries ; and the venal and suborned nobles, who 
voluntarily submitted themselves to the Russian 
yoke, sanctioned by their votes the legitimacy of 
his pretensions to the crown. The acconrjdished 
and graceful minion of Catherine being thus qb- 
traded on the throne of Roland, he was crowned, 
but not in the usual place ; and, as it k were in- 
to uded as an omen that during his degraded sway 
tilt', kingdom should pass away, be would not 
assume the ancient regal cost,uine, hut, unde# an 
idle pretext of regard to his health, arraypd .hfm- 
self in modern and more elegani fo^es, made after, 
a foreign fashion. Tliis rendered him odious 
to those who think with the Dutch, ^that the obser- 
vance of ancient national usages is essential to a 

* A.{){aitt, near Wiir8av|P,,wbefe the dectiott took place..~Coxe, 
vol I, p. 83. , ’ , 
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honoiir. , Mkv Coace imputed itl^is impolitic 
act., to the eftecttJ of .personal, vanity %•' more pro^ 
bjftWy .Jt flo;w,ed:fi»m the, positive oomtpaud of the 
foreign; princess, to aprhose power he, owed his, 
elevation, and promised implicit oiaedience. 

The nervous-and eleg|nt pen of Mr. Cox©. has , 
in vain endeavoured to render, the memory of this 
lionpnal monarch less odious^ by imputing the ca- 
lamities, that immediately after his election over- 
w’helmed and devastated Poland, to the effects of 
‘^Ikc Jactiom of a/ruRBULEN'r people."* 

« 

♦ 71)0 fledcriplion I’acitus has left us of die tribes from wlioai 

the Poloa are deycendod, the analogy of other northern nations, ^nd 
the grticral leaor of the Polish histoty, tend to jiirove that the great 
body of the peofile enjoyed an high degret^ of freedom, as well as 
a considerable degree of in8ucncc on the moasuree of goverumeut.” 

The feudal sysletn was introduced into Poland about the year 
82 <>; ttud with it, m ail probability, hereditary arii>tocraey. — The 
effects of the mstitmioii (feudality) were not immediately felt, and 
therefore were not foreseen. By tlie coatixiiK-d exercisf" of comniand, 
the nobles ultimately regarded the peasant?- as fieir propf riy. The 
difficulty of resisting an autimrity, vvhich bt'iog at first but iiille fell, 
arose, by SjLow awifsions auct. dxstant kncroachments, hy 
(kgreu broke the spirit q/ the people^ and disposed them io DNitE* , 

SERVED SrjBMWiSION. , , 

“ The people first felt the consequences of thejie institutions^ in the 
extinction of their political privileges; lUey were exduded from the 
diet <d' election ; tjie abridgment 6f pcrVbnal liberty quickly followed,; 
opprcbsions were qiultiplicd ; ificy were gradually deprived of the 
rights of im n, as well its of ciUaens; the law was too weak, or too 
corrupt to afford them , rebel*; and %)' sunk into a state of aervitiwJe,' 
from which tliey have never since emerged— Casimir the Great mn 
stored the peasants to protection of the law, and mtrmei this 
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Tl»e ^peopie',! in the natural sense of the 
were not- recognised iti Che anomalous goYisi^imeht 
of' Poland. The ‘2)cnpki’ were considered hs aliens 
and outcasts in their native land they wete looked 
on with scorn' and disdain^ scarcely acknowledged ' 
as human 'beings, and, fio^r successive centuries, 
held in feudal bondage and mental darkness. The 
only influence of the laws made by tjheir oppres- 
sors,' was to render niore complete the degrada- 
tion ofs the people, and their itate of slavery more 

cruel tyranny of the nobles. His humane attention to that unhappy 

of me'n, led rho nohility to ridicule him, as they thought, by the 
appellation of ** Ku\g Pmsnnfn,^^ By raising the of 
(he [>eople (o tiu* rank of freemen, he gave them a»i interest in the 
v\elfaro of the state, JBad the pnidonf and benevolent ‘^ipirif of his 
laws been adheiTid to, P<*!and must have still continued a great and 
l]owri<^hmg nation, — But, after the death of CJasimir, the peasants 
wej-e quickly ihrov\'n back into that state of misery ami degradation 
from which he laid raised them; their situati' h eVen hecamo more 
diploriible anil hopeless, from the attempt thkt }jad been made to 
tl era; their masters strove to secure tlieif future servitude by 
hU th« fonnahii<‘s of j(‘gal enactments; pain^ and penaliicd were de^* 
uoum ('li without limit, against ail who Khould dan* to think them- 
selvea entitled fo the common rights of human nature; their lives 
and juropenies were again subjected to the caprices of every' gentle- 
man (a nobleman, m Poland,) .whb cJbosc to their ma^- 

l(‘rs, by a trivial tine, jis a compensation for their mtirder/’ — Vide 
Letier<» from Hcaiidinavia, vol/ll, pp, 284^^ 6, 7, 8, 9, and 294 
and (). — 8uch is the account given by all writers, and oven by the 
Reverend Mr, Cow himself, in other part>>of bis valuable Avork ; ii 
is thisrefoi^ evident, that the ruin am! the IkU of Poland were owing 
to the crimes of the aristocracy, .^vhese overgrown power was fatit 
to Ae wnetebod nklSon by whidv it was nourished. 
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liopqless. The laad was witho}^,, yajue, e.i^ept 
what it derived from their toil, and Ihhy were, % 
law, excluded fronj all uiaimer of .property in lih<> 
soil they tilled; and. by their masters i^neyely esti- 
mated as so much live stoclr* and bought., sffld, or 
bartered away by talc, m common with the hprse, 
tite ex, or the swine. There never was a com- 

" g/ . . . • 

piete despotism; without the aid of .pricsteraft 
Obedient to the haughty nobles, the servile, igim- 
rant, and intolerant priests, exerted a® altnost 
boundless power over a nation of illiterate' ^Javes, 
and too successfully aided in rivetting the shackles 
of their merciless tyrants, by teaching the much 
wronged vassals to believe, that in God himself 
originated their hard servitude and bitter subjec- 
tion. The priests not only preached, up passive 
obedifeuce and mni-rcsistaijcc to the suffering mil- 
lions, but. even commanded them, in the name of 
their Creator, to love and honour their cniel task 
masters, ^gdust whose power they had no 
earthly shield; against whose injustice tliere was 
no appeal, and from w'hose fierce and implacable 
vengeance, except the grave — there was no safe 
place of refuge. No 1 it was not * in the factions 
of ft turhulent jpeople,’ that the min and misery of 
Poland originated, but in the criminality , of a re- 
morseless and rapacious aristocracy, .who clothed 
with patents, titles, privileges, immunities ; and 
armed with absolute power, comuMtted with Im- 
punity, thos^.fielmqii^ies by whiclji their native 
country was dishonoured and destroyed. 
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In tbfe TRpid descent (rf Poland diat fiiUoWed 
the elevatbh of* Ponlastd^ki, an dpporttinitjr pfte- 
Kehted itsdf, that but fo5r th6 imbecility and per 
fidy of the king, might by pb«MbiJity, have led to 
its final rescue from foreign thraldom and domestie 
slavery: This dawn of happier days beamed for 
a moment on the glodray hoijBSoh of |*oland, that 
bad so long been clouded by portentoim storms*, 
and occurrtid when Catherine the Second was 
involved in war with Thikey and Sweden, and 
•was Mso menaced by Great Britain and Prussia ; 
whicb events led to the rfcmovai of the Kussran 
troops; and the phantom of a king, who was 
so destitute of regal power that he could not 
nominate the pages who waited at his table, 
and who turnfed pale at a frown from Count 
Stackelberg, — ^was relieved by the recal of that 
minisiter. 

Poland then seemed once more to breathe 
again; and if Stanislaus had cherMcd any love 
for his native country, — if his imnd had been 
visited by any deep workings of remorse, this 
was the moment he would have seized, to have 
shaken oft' for ever the iron yoke of foreign ser- 
vitude which he had himself been instrumental in 
establishing. But no, such honourable feelings 
existed in his bosom. Thousands of ruined and 
degraded nobles openly avowed their errors, and 
caiild not conceal timir sorrow for the wicked 
part they had played; the king alone was the 
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ilit&iUl partisan nfUiat ■ 

itid w&oSe aMiles' had placed a hrdivh upon Hli 
head. A ‘stitong Mid pure flaine' W 'patrioli'sm 
arose, and rapidly gained ground in Poland ; and 
many a repentant nohieman made an hdinest tender 
of his life and loitune todhe ctovhi i biit him Vhii 
wore it the secret enemy that rendered 
abortive this last edbrt which was too feeble to 
avail, and came too late ! It might have had the 
desired effect' in 1772; but Catherine the Second 
thoroughly knew the character of the man in' 
whose feeble and irresolute hand she had placed 
the sceptre of Poland. What avails it that his 
mind was as highly cultivated as Mr. Goxe has 
described, or his manners ever so mild or gracefiil, 
if he were destitute of honesty, courage, Ibrtitude, 
in short, of every other essential quality of a good 
sovereign? He certainly had not the courage — 
and even lus inclination may be doubted, to serve 
Poland ; and during its last edbrt, under the mask 
of a friendly feeling towards the republic, he 
secretly abetted the plans of Catherine, and acce> 
lerated the period of its final destruction.* 

It was whisjietfid that Ser^iii^ Soltikoff was a favoumd lover 
when Catlierine grand ducbcsis. Beloved and happy? h^ became 
indiscreet andj excited jealousy. ’The, Empress Elizabeth dvily 
banished him from her court, and be died in exile ; and 
PoNiATow^sKi soon caused him to be forgotten. He vyas at tha^ 
time envoy from jPolfmd la the court of Peter]$buii^^. Bei(^ <hand* 
fiomcj gai^t^ and^, lively, Im engaged the of .tfie young 
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. IfMlata rs).jr(pf hope. op, 
smd.jthe yijax n|ge4 inveterate hei>CNsne<if * 
l^ween |lna3%,aD4 Sweden* ai^ Ilarky, a napg^ 
whcent eiphyisay ?¥{ui pent fro^potpiid toConsMut<- 
tinoplej^bpl owing, to the ipcafp^pty of the Turltiah 
mipstei;s, and the peeret iatriguee epcited to defeat 
. • ■■ .' '• ■' * .,<;. ,. ’ 

Catheritu*. Tluwg^ hr v(#» W ItUle '«3dS<^ 
fenilnp, |»<i hisp^, his aoldiws^ aiMi mmre^ to lus lovely 
iVter; t^, J^d eomentoea iotetrpptc^ tl^,. It ie well 
knbwn iMt Qitlicviix?) when seated pQ tlio, imperial dtroiu^ rewarded 
her lover with the crown of Poland., His disastroos. reign •jp»ved 
that rove id bestowing a crown is as blind as tonne in distri'butipg 
wealth, ptaues, and titles. If StanMiaus vm one of the raiost 
amiable of men, he was the Weakest of kiaga How has it 
]ms«hlc that so puedanimous a bcu^ ^uld have been able to gain 
the respect of all Eiaropc ? Ijywhom tos he not been admired 7 yet, 
between his scntimenfs and his conduct, what contradi'^dqnt? At 
the last diet, the generous nuncio Hamar said publicly to the king, 
“What! Sire ! ire yon no kmgcrtlm adme, who said to us when 
signing the constitution of the 8rd Of' May, wap nig hanS jxerhh 
rather fian eignav^ thing contimj to tJUe! . AB Httri^ charges 
you with bemg Catherine’s king! Justify her, athMeii, Aw having 
put tli‘; sceptre into your hand, by shewing that yon arc capable of 
wielding it.*’ — Yet, only a few days aflerwards the unworthy 
S(aiiislau>< signed that compact, whidi, for a second time, dismem- 
bered Polaml, and by which he formally acknowledfeed himself /nc- 
tibns and reMliOus in eetablidring a ralionid drimbtution, which 
gave him' as a king more audionly, and promised hb nation more 
happineij and freedom. If, at thb criius, he bad abdicated his 
thwme, he would have excited some ^i^pathy ; but he had neither 
the cdtirage to sustain bb rank as a king, nor to resign his crovro. 
Hd dlibaerdther to on an b’d age of disgrace, and go to die at 
PddrsbiS^'ib 'tf state of humiliation,' He was the only one dT her 
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it failed oi’ pTpducing, aay . beaeScial 
eiect. Tbis was the moment ia wlddh^be kihg 
Sweden migbl have interfered; witk vfclat asd 
effect in the nffaim cd Poland* Pio . where oouidi ' 
a Swed ish array hariei made aa deep an. impf ei^ion 

iavajtirjlcft, wjbom Canjcrm^. lm%:ii^<J|cait^^ who (kill a pleasar<s: ,m 
humbir^i^. FidAity aiid graiifadr^ which app^a^d for a moment 
to contend in tlio heart of the with gratiwdo ami submiKsslotiL, 
Were cvinies in tlic eyes of (he Imitghfy TKariiza, In Idtre she 
was indulgent, but in polilits iflapkcabh> ; ainbitidn Vvas ruHng 
p&«isi6n, and she made the loV'cr sutoment to the empresK. 

When the Polish nuncio Kamar addn^ssed tbe feeb!c *n die 
manner described; in the midst of his hpiriled speeth he vva^ ynuiyed 
and carried off by (hose Russian satellites Rotiieniold and Pjstor„ 
worthy ciuinterparls of the b irburum-^ KretseheUiikof and Kal'dtsk). 
Mcavens?' \Unit names! those \'iho owned (hem wnv stfllmore 
hatSsh and rugged; and these Were tht^ two individuals who, in one 
campaign, comjuercd Poland, and overturned the const it u<i«m of the 
3vd of J3#iy, which all the nation aecmetl lo def'iull Kf^dustiol ^ 
where wert dmu at that moment’? 

was not whlirmt feiuctmjce diat the "king of Poland signed (be 
fatal deed When Sic vers conjured h iso to repair (o iirmlno to bmd 
the c(«ifedorateRl he $aid, I will mxer ie ^nUly of su^h Itasemsfi ! 
het the empress tale bark her ciWii ! . Let her ftcnd me to Silwfrm I 
or Jet riiff quit my kingdom, on foot wi(h my staff in myimnd; but I 
will never putly roy honour! He wm (of^ned^ ke24 fmtwgk 

tle^n he pia4DCil himfielf at iko head of tlm^confrje* 
racy ! It was (JoWel StackelWrg, nophew to Ingelstrom, who 
finally carried ;I0 him tte, treaty oi* jiartitiom On reading it, 
Stanislaus ^xdaimed^^, Oi, ^/r/ ba^e mercy m me! Id me ncilc 
ff^rmd to aign my owfi^lkhmoKrT Stackellxjpg told hiui, that after 
this sacrifice he might enjoy a happy and tranqnil oJd age; wjiiing: 
Im eyes^ the king replied — Well, I will hope so f ’ btii hie nicce^ 
ento'iog, he again w^ept bitterly with Imr. . 
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on Ro8(»ia, as it jsiigfefc in Poland;* But het^fiKo 
trea^iherous counorls of Cathotroe’s soci^t nfwt, 
IJeneral Baron Ara(i’flslifc> inteifiBf'ed ; ^ho hoM np 
l^forc the ©ye» of the braVe and csh*jv«lr6ni kin^; 
die fascinating and illusite pre^afiect of aoqttirift^ 
immortal fame by the destruction of the imperial 
ttavht establishments at Gronstadt, an4 the capture 
of Petersburg'! This splendid illusion drove 
Poland from his mind ; and whilst the royal 
Swede was thus led astray by inordinate atiibir 
tion, and an immoderate desire of lame as a war' 
rior, the Prussian mbnareh 'never lost sight of bis 
darling project of dismembering Potafid, and at- 
taining the largest possible share of its remaining 
territories. , It Was to accomplish this design that 
the selfish and perfidious monarch raised powerful 

Duriniij tlip rpign of the Kioppror Pnul^. fifitange tnbrtal tided 

to aom^e himself » ith paratling io stiiiti* apar(iiw?Bits mA tlie 
crown on hie head, the sceptre in hi* hnnd^ and the imperial 
mantio on his shoulders, as the JowiA kings urn replanted in old 
tapi’-stry* The unhappy Stanislaus was in the empelpm*'® train: 
l>eiuiing uoder the weight of year* and sorrow : whilMt three or four 
hmidi‘ed court slaves w(?re kissing tin* band of Pau^ he retired to a 
TOfm to rest himftclf by fitting down : ttie* empnix»r perceiving thai 
the ea^king had presumed to seat biraseir dumg this ^ugit»t emh 
mmy^ he iacTil an aid de «sai«p lo him to keep on his legs.” 

V ide Seoret Memoirs of the Court of voJ. i. p. 1 (K) a 108. 

^ The author of the Cfaarawrs, Ac. 6f the Oiurt of ^veden; 
rmnarbed Umt a far more ailvantageous u^'migta have been made 
of esnpfoyed Finland^ if It bhd been httwfed in Livonta» 

This omiks^ idsowod a great'dc'kiencj^ aa to ptditica! finresight in 
the king* ■ ' '' ' '' ' 
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aiyiles which he marched towards i^plaiid, |»re“ 
teading they were meaot to act hgainst the Rus- 
wans ! Perhaps he ew&n stipui at^d that GustaV«ii 
the Hiird should atteck RtissiaH Finlattd, whilst 
he marched his numerous and well appointed 
armies to invade the .dominions of Russia In 
Poland I Oustavus, with all his wit and taleht, 
became the dupe of a brodier monarch of fir 
inferior intellects, ahd frittered away in una^b 
ing enterprizes a potent army amidst the rocks 
and wildernesses of Finland. Ibe king of Pmssia* 
deliberately violated his engagements with the 
Polish patriots ; arranged his differences with the 
empress ; and, in conjunction with Russia and 
Austria, seized upon the remaining territories of 
Poland ; whilst Sweden, by the manoeuvres re* 
cited) was prevented from availing herself of the 
opportunities that presented themselves, from 
interfering to avert its fate. 

Returning from a digression occasioned by the 
intimate connemon of the subjects it embraces, with 

* “ It 18 difficult to pfOietrate into the secret motive* of arbitral^ 
luiaces; andliauee it muat be allowed, a £^tp8rtafhi8torietf,eti|)eici' 

of those that aim chiefly at amusing ^reader, hyprelen^i^ toiuy 
ocMiRt for every tJung, iswbolb' tshimerical. Y et, judging of the court 
of Berlin, by a fair and pbyms analogy, it is not anreasonabk to cot^, 
dude that in cncoUiagmg the formation of thknevv constitution, it fand 
in view, according to their usual policy, to excite the jeatou^ and 
resentment of Ruaua t .tlnis: to prepare fot a sedmd and coxf^pi^te 
partition of Poteit4’’'~ltett(»x from ISatadiBaVia, VoL IL iiote to 
p. 420' and 4851. 





the great tliat have aioce takeii,pi^^ M 

TsiaMve iuduetwe ef .each of the 
cfMiiis ; the auther pfieeeedf to state, that as 
s^kig of 178@' approache4, ^ of 

smd l>e]:Mnarh^ seegi^ed eqi^^ <^«rous of pro;^* 
trac^jp,: qr jrather reoewici^; t^ that waa 
sasp^M^ through, the impe^eus, eotamands pf 
'Chteat^ Britatp^,,^4 Friusia. -.pipu^.tle existence 
of the eritest^ hetweeh the tyro Iwllii^rent states; 
aplot 'was discovered by t^ court pf Denmark, 
formei4«'as Cpunt J^rnstei^ pubfidy affirmed, by 
a Swedish luffileinan., and untfer the iEpiictUite» of 
Oustevus the Third, and bis nunisler at Copeno 
hagen, to destroy, by means of mercenary ineen- 
diaries, the Ru^ian end Danish ships of war then 
lying in that port. Thp crown prince complained 
with equal justice and bid^nation of this breach 
of public feith, and sarcastically . remarked, ths* 
a monarch who was capabh of acting in this atrc^ 
cious manner, had iio right to ce^ure tee 
^ ^aralihf, in others* The jnes^tfid spirit of the 
young Danish prince was' caught by tee natton, 
which appeared anmous to poetise tee ^edes, 
and cbeerffilly to contribute ,^iaeane<of carryxeg 

on. tee.. war with-' vigour.. . y>. .. '-v 

Meanwhile, feeHng' uiv tee amplitude 

of his power, and pandd^ ffirglot^ ^d revenge, 
CSustavus the Third terew every obstacle he conldi 
deytee to fnte.t|ate thp pen^g n^^ 
he biotiited mffidfeatiog. ..ten'' 

eosteiapt he felf crown pnttce; hia 

rot, n. 
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But, from the powerful inftueoce of Eng^ 
land and Prussiaj each of the angry chieia. was 
compelled to succumb; and the last armistice 
ended in a compulsory and unwelcomo peace 
between Sweden andl Denmark, on the principle 
ih.G statu quo mtt bdlum. <, . '..ji 

It is exceedingly probable, that in the coarse 
treatment c^xperieneed by Denmarki the cabinet 
of London wished to make that nation feel its 
resentment for the wound its pride had received 
by the celebrated armed neutrality of the northern 
nations ; and, although Gustavus was apparently 
the favored party, yet, he too was made to writhe 
under the pressure of superior power; and when he 
haughtily declared to Mr. Elliot he would not 
allow any foreign dictation, nor be compelled to 
makepeace with the Danes, the Englishman is 
said to have bluntly replied, that if his majesty 
was determined on resuming the war with Den- 
mark. he had orders to quit bis court, and animunce 
the immediatecommencement of hostilities against 
Sweden! Notwithstanding the maturity of age* the 
wider range of experience, and the high repute of 
Gustavus for politic;|l sagacity, the conduct of his 
.young nephew at this crisis, was marked by supe- 
rior dignity and cons^tehey ; displaying a more 
powerful and elevated miiid than was allowed jhy 
the ministerial writers in London, who atiected^tP 
consider ihe nephew of their sovereign as a dri- 
veller and anddecd. When be fftttjod thftt hp cbuW 
not gratify his/own jthc nsf^a’s wishes. to ooU'- 
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Untie the ’Sweden, without inci’eaajing 

the' and power of his enranies, he agvee>d 
to sign a treaty of peace ; but he positively teased 
to 'ratify the treaty till the' emprese of RuBsia had 
formally released him from his alliance with her ; 
for which purpose, the armistice of 1788, that 
expired in May, 1789, was prolonged for two 
months. Flattered by tliis mark of 'respect and 
proof of sincerity, the empress magnanimously 
relcfased Denmark from its alliance with Russia, 
and, as' far as externals went, peace was restored 
between Sweden and Denmark. • 

I%e Ministerial press in London, imputed this 
concession on the part of Catherine the Second, to 
the dread inspired by the menaces of Great Britain 
and Prussia; although that iibsorted alliance might 
havd^«i»«e weight, the empress, probably wassuspi- 
cioarthat notwitlistanding the near blood relaticm^ 
ship^that existed between the King of England 
and the Crown Prince of Denmark, the ministers 
Weald have no objection to the plunder of the 
Danish naval arsenals, and making prize of the 
Danish ships of war. She, therefore, yielded 
Without hesitation, to the lesser evil, consoling 
herself with the hope that if Eagltmd and 
Prussia had deprived her of a valuable and honest 
«®y by the aid of General Armfelt, and other 
cfe£ret agents, she shoulti soon be able to get rid 
of Sweden as a foe, and thus frustrate the great 
aisdi fkvdrite object of Great Britain and Prussia. 
There is no doubt hut Gustavos felt himself 
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gc<^y piqued at the domineering tone assumed 
by Mr. Elliot, whose services, in preventing the 
capture of Gottenborg, were quickly forgotten. 
Gustavus had also personal motives for feeling 
ol^nded with the court of St. James’s. He 
had caused it to bo signified to certain great per- 
sonages in England, that the investiture of the 
order of the garter would be peculiarly agreeable 
to the King of Sweden; a wish that was not met 
by the expected condescension; and Gustavus, 
who could occasionally depart from his usual 
elegance of manners,, told Mr. Elliot, that no 
claims were attended to of that nature, unlpss 

backed by the mercenary influence of “ ihe 'a 

beggarly relatlomr The iact, perhaps, was, that 
the British cabinet was secretly pleased to see the 
Northern powers worry and destroy each other, 
and that the order of the garter wiis with- 
held, — and the Swedish king treated with so 
little ceremony, — to avenge on Gustavus the 
Third, the part he had acted in the armed 
neutrality of the North. If so, the j)olitics 
of London were founded on false principles, and 
shewed the balefid influence of a narrow, con- 
tracted, and illiberal mind. True wisdom would 
have prescribed a rule of action the very reverse 
of this grovelling and wretched policy. Gustavus 
being thus heartily disgusted, would instantly have 
made peace with Catherine, if ho had not been 
furnished by an &iglish agent with Ute particu- 
lars of some personal sarcasms levelled at his 
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character by the empress, at the Hermitsi^* 
which galled him the more severely as his 'con- 
science told him they were too well fohhded. 
This feeling, and thia alone, prevented him from 
adopting the council of General Armfelt, aM 
conclOdl^hg a treaty of peace with Russia. And 
thus was Gustavus the Third used'as puppet by 
foreign powers, and moved to and fro by foreign 
hands, just as the oligarchy had been which he had 
overthrown ; and Sweden, under the appearance 
of a mixed or constitutional monarchy, became 
alternately the victim of foreign policy, or the 
errors of an accomplished, but profligate king. 



cniiv: in. 

' ’* (is' . M ^ ‘ . 's ■' 

Jtmewal of the wqr in FtnlanH-^TKe cknipi^gns of 
1789 1790. — The ruin oj the Swedish' havy.—^ 

Sudden coiiciusiou <f peace. — Ahecdote of the Tlhi- 
pt'ess Catherine and a pitg dog, — Catherine ifie Se- 
cond suhsidiscs Gustaviis the Third, — Hk ihtri^ies 
against the French nation. — Anecdote qj Air. Pitt, 
related by William Augustm AJiles, Esq . — Ousta- 
vus the Third goes to ^a. — Prepares to make war 
against France. — The death of the king resolved on, 
'—Circumstarices attendant on his assassination.-^ 
Anecdotes relative to the conspirators.— The death 
of Qustavus the Third, 

Peace, if not amity, being thus testoted be- 
tween Sweden and Denmark, the work of havoc 
and slaughter was renewed in Finland, as soon as 
the winter of 1789 broke up. The local conse- 
quences of warlike operations are always terrific; 
but more peculiarly so in a sterile province,' where 
the productive , powers of the soil are so feeble, 
that the mok favorable seasons in the' bosom of 
peace, did not at this peiiod bring forth a suffi- 
ciency of bread-corn to serve the thinly scattered 
population; and where the ravages of a single 
campaign required the labours of an age of tran- 
quillity to replace its 'waste. 

The history of the inilitary movements afford 
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but little interest for foreign readers. The first 
enterprize was led by General Baron Stedingk, 
towards Nyslot On the 5th of Jane, 1789, the king 
arrived in Finland, and put himself at the head of 
the cbi|ftf divisicun of tlie Swedish army.. The pl^ 
of the campaign l;hat was*fortiae^ by i^ihis moharclh, 
bespoke the daring charaqter, ratl^er than the 
military science of its projector, namely, the cap- 
ture of the strong fortresses Nyslot, Frederik- 
shamn/ and Wiborg, by the army ; oi’ Hogfors 
and Cronstadt, by the grand fleet, assisted by a 
powerful fleet of gun-boats; and iRsUy, for the 
fleet and army to co-operate in the reduction of 
the proud metropolis, founded by Peter the Great 1 
Notwithstanding the skill and devotion displayed 
by General Stedingk, and his brave and well- 
disciplined troops, he stistained a serious check at 
St. Michel’s ; was forced to retreat ; and the Rus- 
sian troops made an irruption into ilie province of 
Flavilax, The king was at first successful, and he 
.gained a victory of importance (the scale of opera- 
tions considered) over a Russian army, near 
Davidstadt; and once more, at the head of his 
troops, found himself before the fatal walls of 
. Frederiksliaran, Meantime, before the king had • 
v^ime to reduce the , fortress, or attempt again 
fp carry it by storm, the Prince of Nassau Slegen 
arrived to relieve Fred^rikshamn, with seventy 
Russian galHes under his command. The fort was 
blockaded on the sea line by fifty Swedish gUn- 
..l^Rts; which fleet, on the 24th of August, was 
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lUbtacked by Russian gall«|ca, .and a most 
dEBpfxate .and mnrd^ronfs conflict ensued: botli 
Bides claim^ tim. victory, but the advantage eidr 
dently rested with the superior force. 'Bie result 
of. this battle raised the blockade of iPrederik- 
jiharan, said considerabk.sopplies, and. a powerful 
remforcemei^ of troops were thrown into the 
fortress ; in consequence of which events the 
long of Sweden was forced again to raise the 
siege precipitately, and was ibUowed by tl’C 
iRussians, and greatly barcassed on his retreat 
into Swedish Finland.* The short remainder of 
tite campaign wavH consumed in mutual attacks and 
skirmishes, without any other result than a 
slaughter of men, and the desolation of the .Swe- 
dish province. Such w’as the indecisive lermina- 
tk)n of the campaigu in Finland ; at the end of 
which, Nyslot, Frcderikshanin, Wiborg, Peters- 
burg, and Cron&tadt, all remained in tjuiet posses- 
sion of Russia, though in tiie palace of the Czars 
the thunder of the Swedish artillery was said to 
have been distinctly heard. On the 1st of Sep- 
tember, the king of Sweden suddenly appeared in 
Stockholm, and frustrated, by his unlocked for 
presence, the dei^n of copveuing a diet without 
lus privity or cowsent.-rTfaat the projects of the 
kmg were betrayed to his foe, is extremely pro- 
bable ; . suspicion fell upon General Kauibart, but' 
more probably the c/iic/ traitor was no other t^an 
General Raron Anafelt, by whom the plans of 
Gustavus tlKft Thinl were betrayed to the Russians. 
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The naTal operations of 1789 were cerried on 
with tolerable spirit, during the months that the Bal- 
tk sea was open, and with alternate success. Oil 
the whole, perhaps, the Swedes had the advao^ 
tage, but the result was by no means decisive 
On the 2Glh July, the grand ikets of Sweden and 
Russia hadf a. general action off Bornholm, in 
which both fleets sustained very heavy loss; and 
it ended in a drawn battle. The d<tke of Scjdcr- 
mdh]aDd» who commanded the Swedish fleet, en- 
raged at being disappointed of the glory he had 

expected to acquire that day, complamed loudly 

« 

of treason, and caused one of his rear-admirals to 
be arrested; nor did he complain without cause, 
for -so grout was the deficiency of gunpowder in 
the Swedish fleet, there was not half the proper 
supply, and if the. action had lasted one hour 
longer, most of the ships must have surrendered 
to the foe, .wlely from thew'ant -of ammuiution. 
The last naval action of importance, took place 
l^efore Frederikshanm, whear botth fleets suffered 
prodigiously, and the Russians, though victors, 
acquired but little glory in a triumph obtained 
over an euemy so greatly inferior in strength. 

The military carapsfign of 1790, between Swe- 
den and Russia, produced no event of striking 
importance; but the navaz camfaiok was more 
than commonly interesting. In the year 1796,' a 
wotfk was published, in two volumes, octavo, etfti- 
tied ** Letters froM ikmid. ’m&eia," the 53d of which 
contains an animated detail of the different naval 
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lictioils that occurred. The writer of these pages, 
as he could not improve its interest, and relying 
on its authenticity, has inserted the whole letter 
as a note. It contiuns many brilliant traits of 
British valour, to which he respectfully refers his 
reader;* all he has to offer as he proceeds with 


^ The* Swedes* commeoced the uSval canipaigo of 
ni^O, so early as the mouth of April, with an attaok upon 
the Russian town called Baltic Port, near the mouth of 
the gulpli of Finland, which they laid under contribution. 
About the same time the Swedish galley fleet at Helsing- 
fors sailed towards Fredrikshamn, whore lay the flotilla 
of Ijiisb'ia, but in no condition to receive an enemy. The 
Swedish admiral, notwithstanding so fair an opportmiity 
olfercd to make an easy prey of the Russians, delayed the 
attack tor two days. 

During this time the Russians added several more 
galleys, which were unrigged at the arrival of the Swedes, 
to their licet. The Swedes, after an nb.^tmale engage- 
ment, took every vessel opposed to them, hemg much 
superior in number and force. Had the Swedes com- 
menced the attack instantly upon their arrival, it xs uncer- 
tain but the fprUess of fyederikshamn would have fallen 
int<3 their hands, This unpardonable neglect gave time 
to receive a reinforcement of troops into the garrisoit.; and 
the besiegerR, as if determined to prove their folly, made 
an attack upon the town with drily a Amall part of their 
fleet. Their ships and men were nearly destroyed. 

The capture of , the Russian, galleys was a heavy 
blow. The news of it,how:ever, only excited the greater 
activity in tjie Russians. The empressgave orders that 
another fleet should be buUland ready for sea in a few weeks ! 
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his narrative is, that after a succession of fierce and 
sanguinary naval combats, in which the hostile: na> 
tioos reciprocally displayed the l^ijghest degree of 
courage and devotion, and committed the grossest 

Tbe mallet resounded upon the llanks of the Neva and 
at Crohsladt, and this new flfeet of small armed ships and 
gun-boats was actually ready in a few weeks. 

“ The Swedes had formed the best plan possible for 
annlhilaimg the Kussiau navy, and must have nearly, or 
altogether, succeeded; but owing to .some infatuation and 
irresolution, or perhaps disaffechon of many of their offi- 
cers, they totally failed of success. The attack upon 
Baltic-Port was not followed so soon as it ought lo have 
been by another upon Revel. In this instance again they 
gave the Ru.ssians notice to prepare themselves ; and v' ery 
expedition was used to fit out the Russian squadron lying 
at Revel, and consisting only of ten sail of the line, and 
three or four frigates. 

Tbe harbours of Cronstadt and BeVel cannot, sepa- 
rately, contain the whole of the Russian navy; and as the 
latter harbour is seldom fro*6n up, the Swedes could, 
either in March or April, hare attacked tbe .squadron 
lying here, while the greater part of the Russian fleet were 
frost-bound at Cronstadt. 

“ The duke of Sudermania, with twenty-two Sail of 
the line, appeared before Revel. The ships under Admi- 
ral Tchitchigow lay in the best position, and with springs’ 
upon their cables. The eneipy’s fleet entered the harbour. 
The headmost of them received the raking fire of the Ru.s- 
' sians as they advanced ; and the wind coming contrary, and 
two oftbeSwedish ships getting aground, made itudvisable 
for the others to retreat. The Rtissigns captured one of 
tbe vessels; the other wa? burnt by bmr own crew.’ If the 
duke of Sudermania could depend 'upon his* men and 
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trftiMers, the war terminated witJi tlie celebrated 
battle at SvenEk*Sun4> 'wliero Gustavos com- 
‘ roandcd the Swedish fleet in person, and where! 
he also gained a complete and brilliant victory 

offirers; why did lie not renew ibe attack seme future day, 
instead of proceeding to Cronstadt to attack a fleet nearly 
eqtial in forcecto bis own, and with a certainty too of 
being followed by fbe Revel squadron? When he failed 
in heating a small fleet, why proceed to attack a greater, 
and in u siltialiotj more difficult t>f approach thai; Revel ? 
It is true, the fleet at Cronstadt lay in the harbomr 

unrigged. It does not, fa<?\\pvcT, appear that the duke 
knew this circumstance, and he slowly proceeded for 
Cronstadt, expecting to find the Ru^^sian ships prepared 
for hun* Wliat negligence w^as it, not to procure better 
information ? When the royal copamander arrived within 
sight of Cronstadt, the Kussiau fleet was indeed prepared 
to mcf't him, and the Revel squadron was at bis heels. 
Thus the duke seems to have courteil the destruction 
which awaited his fleet. 

The Swedish galleys, that had lately proved victorious 
at Frederiksbamu, joined the grand fleet, and approached 
Cronstadt at the same time. The grand scene of aedon 
was begun, in which the ancient inaritiine power of 
Sweden w’^as, by a Series of misconduct and unforeseen 
events, to be totally overthrown ; to be destroyed without 
‘being conquered, or rather without being bmten. 

The Russian squadron at Cronstadt, coumsting of 
seveuteeTi sail of the line, seven of them of 100 guns,, 
which had been equipped with the most astonishing ex^ 
pedition, sailed under the command of a German officer, 
Admiral Kruse, and were in a few days followed kud 
joined by eleven light frigates, and armed ships, com- 
manded by an Irish officer, Captain Dennison. ^ 
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over the Russian frigates and galleys, conimaiMjed 
by the Prince Nassau. The combined effect of 
ail these battles, and particularly that iu Wibo^gr 
bay, was the destruction of many tlmusands ojf 

Tte Rassian Seat lay at anchor, after leaving CroE^ 
stadt, off Crassna Gorca, a point ^ land i^evertil leagues 
distant from Cronsstadt, in an irregular line of battle. 
Next day after the junction between the grand fleet, and the 
frigates, the Swedish fleet was discovered to windward, 
baariug^own, favored by a wa^terly wind, in a line of 
battle, consisting of twenty-three sail of the line and tbir^ 
teen frigates. The Russian adtniral directly threw out 
the signal to form the line. iJotfa fleets continued under 
sail all that night witfacrtjt coming to action, and wore in 
the same position to each other in the morning, T)n» 
weather was hazy: the wind shifh^d to the eastw’ard, and 
the RussiiU! fleet bore down upon the Swedes, eng:ni.^ing 
with sevenh^Gii ships, a line of battle opposed if) liiom 
of thirty-six sail: the whole of the Swedish frigates having 
formed the hue with the greater ships^ Both fleets were 
upon the same course, on the stttrboard hick. 

Captain Dennison remained with the .'Kiuadroo of 
frigaiee in reserve, and watclmig the motions of the 
Swedish galley which hovered about at no grcitt 
distance. Anxious to distinguish himself, and havjug 
discretionary power to act as be. saw be^t, he determined 
to bear down upon the centre of the Swodis^b fleet, and to 
engage them. At this xnoinent he observed the Swfjdish 
van alterapting to doublo^^ipoa the Russian line of batttc. 
This officer instantly bore down upon the vaji of the 
enemy ; and, though supported by t>nly two of his frigates, 
the ytljers not coming to close action, he .succeeded in 
preventing tlie intended manoeuvre of the Swedes. The 
whole of the Swedish fleef^bore aw'uy ahnut six <»'cbch m 



136 GVBTAVVS THJE 11UR0^ 

the best seamen that Sweden |H>ssessed^ and of iiiU 
two- thirds of all the Swedish line of battle ships 
and frigates; a terrible blow on the maritime power 
of Sweden, which it has never yet recovered, and 

the moraiag, after a harmless fight of two, hoars con- 
tinuance. , 

In the afternoon of the same day, the wind again 
changed to the west The Swedish fleet bore down again 
in a line of battle abreast upon their enemies, who waited 
for them in a tine of battle a-^faead« 'Ibis engageiRieipt 
lasted four hours. The Russian frigates were not much 
engaged in this! battle. The Russian fleet yielded the vic- 
tory to the Swedes, and refreated towards Cronstadt, with 
a view of drawing the enemy into narrow channels, where 
they could not employ ail their ships. 

The hostile fleets remained near each other without 
fighting, until the afternoon of the second day, when, after 
an action of nearly the same continuance as the former, 
with as little effect, the Russians again gave way. The 
Swedish fleet did not pursue in either battle : they could 
not without imminent hazard from the surrounding shoals 
near Cronstadt, and it was not the business of Admiral 
Kruse to fu)urt a close engagement with a superior force. 

<< He waited the coming of the Revel squadron under 
the Russian commandei in chief. The duke of Suder- 
mania, dreading the approach of this division while he 
remained so near Uie shoals of Cronstadt, and to be caught 
between two fires, desisted from uny farther attack upon 
Admiral Kruse, and sailed wittka view of intercepting the 
Revel s^quadroD, then hourly expected* 

‘^Admiral Kruse tlieii followed the enemy; but first 
got sight of the other division of the Russian fleet tjuder 
the Siscar islands. The Venus frigate, Captain Denni- 
son, the sam^ day made the signal (or seeing the Svredish 
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ptobably never will: and tlie wa^ itself was 
immediately terminated by a treaty, wherem 
each power retained tb© same territories tbat it 
bad possessed at its commmcementi — Meaiitim#> 

fleet steering towards Wiborgl^ay, which lies to the westward 
of the Siscar islands, and consequeijRly, they were paid and 
clear of the Rassjan nnitod and might have pro- 
ceeded in safety to their own harbour of Sweaborg. 
The Russiuu fleet being at the same time /tinder sail, par- 
«Kgd Ih^enemy, and soon arrived off the bay where the 
Swedes had taken refuge. The Swedish fleet were seen 
lying at anchor in a line of battle. Two narrow t^mn- 
nels led into this bay* which* were guarded by several 
large ships. 

“ The H ussian fleet kept under weigh that nig^t ; and 
next day Captain Brntuison was ordered with his frigates 
into the outward bay to sound ; and finding the roadstead 
safe for the largest fleet, the whole came to an anchor, 
immediately without the Swedish fleet, and nearly within 
gun-shot of each other: some banks and rooks separated: 
them. Tw'o line-of-battle ships with the squadron of 
frigates, were stationed to guard the channels where the 
Swedish guard-ships lay. 

“ The duke of Sudermanta had seen the Revel divi- 
sion as he sailed from Cronstadt, and had determined 
to engage it. The Swedish fleet were seen by several 
Englisli merchant ships, making towards the Revel squa- 
dron^ and even using oars, and having boats a-head of 
every ship, towing th^ • nearer their enemies. The 
Swedish offinersaud crews were in the highest spirits, and 
the air rung with their shouts. The common sailors and 
soldiers of the Swedes were enthusiastically fond of a 
sovereign who accontpanied them in ail their dangers ; 
tted they frequently declared they would follow wherever 



liiS gustavus this third. 

IShustavus the Third, assttming an D*altitig aspec?t, 
returned to Stockholm in triumph j anlS, notwith- 
standing all his errors and losses, -so greatly was 
his daring courage admired by the loyal citizens, 

he led. Bk led the-m to deetructvtm. Gustavus, enidowed 

V 

with the most heroic courage, did not possess with this, the 
qualities recpiisite in a great conunaoder. Fearing nothing, 
he gave his orders precipitately, without looking forward 
to the consequences, 

“ He ordered his fleet to oeaae the pursuit, nn^.to.^ 
into the hay of Wiborg, for the purpose of protecting his 
galley fleet, who were arrived near it, at a place called 
Biorka Sound. Did his Swedish majesty not know that 
there was no Russian galley fleet to attack thern, and that 

no other could do it. The Russian grand fleet could not 

« 

pursue .small boat.s near the shore, among the Finland 
rocks. Prince JSassau, at this period, was at ('ronstadf, 
and tl>€ galley-fleet not yet collected together. Vtliet little 
pains bad Gustavus taken to procure intelligence which 
would have saved both his fleets ! 

Tlie Swedish galley fleet was engaged in the battles 
off Cronstadt. It approached that ehd of the Russian 
line stretching towards Carelia. and annoyed the Rushan 
ships, who, could not hurt, in their tom, such small 
objects : it consisted of sixty-eight vessels. The Rossiait 
frigates chased them into shore, bdt the westerly wind* 
favored their escape ; at the same thae that the •'Swedish 
grand fleet retreated. 

Without provisions, and, 'it is reported, withnolaige 
quantity of powder and ball, King Gustavus ordered his 
navy into an enemy’s harbour, surrounded by an enemy’s 
country and superior fleet! Yet, from a^i these difficulties, 
amidst aU these dangers, be might havf escaped, bad not 
^,olue imfortunate accidents occurred. 
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th^ the air re^unfled with universal plaudit^, aud 
he was hailed as a conqueror and a pacifi^jafcpr I 
Thus terminated the war between Swjed^ 
and {lussiaf All the high wrought anticipationa 

The whole Swedish naval force were at this moment 
5urrouaded by the navy of The existence of 

Sweden as a naval power was be decided in a fevy days, 
and hung upon the cast of a die! Admirtl Tchilchigow 
dispatched a courier t(» her imperial majesty, then at 
news of this oriticM , situation of the 
enemy? ^’idharine, agitated with bop<:^ and fear for the 
event, observed upon the uncertainty of hite. The courier, 
a young Koglish lieutenant, forgeltiug liie august presence 
he was in, exclaimed, ‘‘ By God! wo have them, madam ! 
not a ship can escape us,!'’ Her majesty smiled, and 
thanked him for his, gtiod wishes for tlie success of •her 
arms. 

The flotiila commanded by the prince Nassau 'ras not 
yet ready. A part of this armaraeul lay at iiurlior near 
(.'ronstadt, waiting for the gun- boats and other vessels 
fitting out at PeU-Tsburg, I had occasion to pass several 
times between Cronstadtand Petersburg by waler, during 
this period. I behold small divisions f»f this- newly 
created fleet, rowed by their crews in their voyage to 
Craosbidt. The sight of these row-boats filled with slaves 
at the oar, and w ith soldiers bristling with armour, ex- 
hibited the appearance of piratical adventures. The gulph 
resounded with the Strokes ’of oars, and wulh the songs 
of the crews. 

Both the grand fleet and galley fleet of Sweden 
wfiTP-erowded with soldiers ; and many of the transports 
bad-Jhorses on board, to the number of tw(» or three hun- 
dred. While they remained in Wiborg hay, several 
fruitles.s attempts were madi^to paie^rate into the country ; 
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and vast designs of Gustavtis, successively 
vanished. Instead of entering Petersburg as a 
conqueror, he had a narrow escape from being 
escorted thither by a revolted army as a captive, 

for what purpose, 1 carinot guess, unliess to o Wain pro- 
visions at ail risks.^’^^^'il'he Jilusslan fortref^s of Wiborg, 
and the nuiuerous land of Bussia on shore, were 

not, to be oonq^iered by such small numbers of troops, and 
these starving for want of food, Th^e king at last saw bis 
error ; but not until the arrival of Prince Nafesaji wjthjhy 
Russuiu llotilla, which added another difficulty to his 
escape; and at a lime too when his seanion and soldiers 
w'(Te dishearteaed by haiihieand misfortune of all sorls* 

“ The JUissiaa galley fleet w’cre joined upon their arrival 
by (‘aptain Dennison’s squadron of frigates ; and au 
attabk was meditated upon the Swedish flotilla lying at 
Biorka Sound. This lust consisted of about sixty sail, 
inostly»gun-boats. The gun^boats arc small open vessels, 
carrying oik- piece of cannon in their bows, and aOotbtT 
in thi-ir stern.* 'riic attack of tiie Russians- comraenoed 
iu the night, two days alter the arrival of their galleys, 
'I'he princ<» had perhaps siispocteil an attempt of (he Sw^edcs 
(o retreat that night, and wished to come to blows before 
they got away; or otherwise the attack was ill advised, 
seeing the frigates in the dark would not venture near the 
shore, and among rocks, to support the gun-boats. 

Tins light \\ai> nothing more than a firing at raDdoin, 
amidst the clouds of night. The hostile fleets only saw 
each other I>y the flames Iroru Ijic mouths of the cannon, 
W'hich served for torches. The fire of the frigates was at 
too great distance to do any execution ; and the Prince 

* In 180S the Sxvedish gvm-hnats rarnrd a G8-))onTn!(‘i»^n a 
}>laifmin in the prow ; and two smaller guns in the stem ; the people 
arc all exposed ; there ar^;- no bulw^arks to bend 'olf the shot. 
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ttnd delivered up to Catherine ! Instead of ac- 
quiring the sovereignty of the Baltic sea, his 
jiiipardonable folly a!id rashness at Wiborg bay 
involved the navy of Sweden in destruction ! 

Nassau, ever eager to distmguisb liim.self, but not versant 
in sea^^ifairs, reprobated Captain for not hazard- 
ing all in this blind^aii's-buff en^cV^enieiiL 

“ Xhe Swedji^h flotilla had, previouslj’ «<> tins figlit, 
receiviFd <^^*ders from (be king to be in renciiatss for a 
«^^treat tlm first favorable wind^ An <*asterly l)!\ rze m 
the morning was irvstautl}’^ seized for ibis purpose; and (o 
retreat, not only from famine, bat ♦rom a Rupprior forec, 
the signal was given. The S^ed^•h galleys retreat'd by 
a channel near the shore, and were par8uo<i by (he fiusNian 
galley-fleet and frigates. The grand fleet of Sweden cut, 
and stood oht of ihisJatdl i>ay by another channel, fliore 
distant from lhecoa«t : and the Swedish transpori^ by a 
third channel within both these. I’lic chaLinol by wliicli 
the Swedish gtdfey -fleet and small frigalt s ran, >i ■, gnurded 
by several Russiun light frigale:*. This reJroHt nmis how- 
ever well condutded ; and, although yj/vond gtiii-boats 
were taken, (he greaU^r part rflW'ted their to Ibv- 

derik$baina, aHor being pursued by the Kusrjit!;s uir as 
Hoglttiid. 

•'^Tlie Swedish gtin-boai< <Te manued v, i^h ,«.ailors, 
and were an overmatch for the awkward flus.siun peasants 
who row ed in pursuit of them. 

‘‘'fhe Swedish transports were less successful in their 
retreat, Saibug ioo near^ the shor<\ to avoid the shot of 
the -boats nn<l frigtdes^ max\y of them got aground, 
andjgfl^vcral threw thxj^mrsrs of. the dragoons ovct lKyurd in 
vaitK to lighten the barks, and to get ojfT again, 'i in* most 
of tim transports, their (‘urgoes, their crews, and the sol- 
diers, fell aa easy prey to die Russians. Gustav us from 
^ K 2 
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Instead of wresting Finland, Courland, or Livonia, 
frbm Russia, he narrowly escaped seeing his 
kingdom shorn of GothenBbrg and the western 
provinces of Sweden. He edmiumed ahiiy^ aftel: 

* ' ' ‘ ' ' ' f i ■ - 

the deck of his yacht, in which he accompanied the galley- 
fleet, saw the misfo^i^es of his navy and other vessels, 
W'ithfotat being able to i^ieve them. This roykl hfero, 
retreating in sf small yacht, bad several of his Subjects 
killed by his side; and the vessel was so shattered by' ft 
shot that he was obliged to letive her, and go on board , 
another small vessel. One the crew was wdinfSed in 
the arm — the king tore the order of Vasa from his shoulder, 
and bound up the wound. « Had the particular vessel been 
known in w hich the king was, he would have been easily 
taken, and brought prisoner to Catharine. 

‘'The llussians had stationed five ships of the lihe'in 
the outward and main channel, under the command of a 
Russiap officer. These five, with Springs upon their 
cables, were to oppose the whole Swedish grand fleet as 
they ])asserl ; while the rest of the Rmssian ships under 
Admiral Tchitchigow remained idle spectators. The 
Swedish licet though proceeding with a fair wind, were 
severely galled by the mking fire of Uie five Russian men 
of war. One. Swedish ship got aground before she had 
passed tlie Kiissian guard-ships; but all the rest of the 
Swedish navy passed in triumph ; and flie officers were 
congratulating each other upon their success, when evil 
mischance suddenly brought, npon them calamity 'and 
defeat. 

“ The Swedes had prepareti,. two fire-iships, 'ghose 
commanders had direct ions to set «^em on. fire wheg^ they 
saw that ftll the Swedish fleet had passed that of R»s»a. 
Ono of these blew up without doing any barm b the 
enemy. The other was avoided as she approached in 
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army i4 ^nt^pyizes ; yet, bpAWise he 

vr^f^ yictor^ou® jit .Sven^-Smi4 over the ; .galiey 
fleset o£ Russi^a, Gul^tavqe assumed ;tbe.lofty;jppr<;^<if 
a conqueror, and entered Stockholm in triumph t 

flao^es taffriMfds Jjbe guar<^^p^ by tbeir Aippiug 

tbeir cables* . A Siivedi^h sfarg^jJI'u^ not a great 

di^noe a^be|i4 of thia hf^hip, iutoivbos# sails the fiames 
attiaqted the wirx4) aod she rapidiy approaebed the 
S>v^dish man of >v^ar, which, to the narrowness of 

the chaEifiiel, could not avoid her. The fire-ship tan 
aboard of her, set, her instantly in a blaKe, and this slnp, 
the finest in the was hlpwn up, and every person in 
her, one exciepted, perish^. . 

«* The smoke of the late eugagement» rendered more 
thick by t^is explosion, was carried by the winds, and in- 
volved five orsixpf the Swedish fleet then directly a-bead 
of the wreck. The consequence was their running aground. 
Another had got ashore near the Swedish guard-ships, 
prior to, the accident; and after she had passed them. 
Thus eight or. nine of line bad only to be picked 
up by the Russians* Captain Oeaniison took possession 
of th<^ first vessel, which got aground. us she lay at,anchor, 
or soon after sht* had cut in Wiborg bay. 1 had frequent 
conversations with Ihecaidain of this ship, a hose name is 
Xrutiger. He gave.^ne a plan of the sifuation of both 
fleets. Timugh he rejoiced at the escape of a considerable 
part of the Swedish fleet, he confessed, that, had the Rus- 
sian admiral made a better disposition of his fleet, not a 
ship of his nation ciml<^ave escaped : and the disposition 
was, simpl jTji, to channel with tvro or three 

lines of guard-^hips, wxtb spriiigs upon dxojr cables, every 
one^f which Ijpes, so advajatageousiy stationed, must 
have so disabled the Swedish fleet in passing, as to have 
rendereji them incapable of resisting the remjiuder of the 
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Such was the haste wilh whiph' the treaty of 
Verela was concluded, ihd^U except: 'the termiim; 
lion of hostilities, every dther td^Jc df nCgociatibn 
was deferred for future arrangement. Oenctal 

Rusj^iiin navy, and vij^^cb ought to have bfco %4i€ug at 
Hie uionth of the receive the euetoy-as they 

Jilteiupted to fly> lusload Of such a judicious plau, only 
five sbip.s were opposed to twenty-two or tweUty^hreo of 
equal force with themselves; auJ the Rosjsiau, fleet in the 
outward buy of Wiborg had uot cut of slip^d tbeif" 
cables, cveu when tlio remuiuing fifteen ships of the Swedes 
bad passed the lino of ^narjl-ships. 

The second man of WT*r which groituidrd after passing 
the Russiuu guard-ships sfili continued firing at tbeeneniy, 
untilall the other ships of the Swedish navy bad got clear; 
when ahe struck her colours. The Swedish officers of the 
vessels which ran ashore complained, in some conversa- 
tions i bad with them, that tbe ilussians conliuuefl firing 
into them, even when they lay aground and their colours 
Struck. This must have been owing to the confusion, and 
from thc'r being indistinctly seen through th^. smoko. 

The' second Swedish .sWp that went ashore, was lost 
io tlu’ Uussijiiis through some iiiismanagcinenb Hhe lay 
upon llio edg^i of a bank ; and, in the attempt io got her 
ofi‘, sIk,* upset or tumbled over, whereby pi ^ay Russians, 
as wt'll ns Sweden, were droyrued. Four ships of the line 
were brought to CronsUdt ; thp other two were wrecked 
where they lay » 

la the of S wed isli\ grand fleet, two more 

ship?^ of the line w^re intp^ Rcvel^ith. 

one orlw^o frigates ; in one of these Vas the Swedish near 
admiral Leanket^ Who made a very oljsUnate dedVnee 
ngtiiii two Kussiita Fhipsbfthe line. Thins were destroyed 
or taken from the Swedes in th(i course of three months. 



CUSTAVIIS THE THIRD. 135 

' • 

B^ron Armfelt was the secret cause pf this 
hasty reconciliation. It hm been fully ascertained 
tljat tlie court banker, Baron Sutherlan^ff * 
the ag^ent, by whom^ at ah early period pf Arm- 

two «Wps at Bevel, eight ^ . Wiborjjrbay, and two jnore 
ia the. in all twel?*e from 60 to 70 guns. 

The relics of the Swedish navy, thirteen %il, took refuge 
in Sweabofg,. where, bad they gone about five weeks 

^ At tjr'jHM'iotl of deep and geaeral eomineromt distrem, <his 
Ikron Sutheji’laad, though pofisessed of ample amelia, h^ikd fell hi» credit 
n danger from iho immonse failures lhai tirid occurred m every mai't 
in Karope. The eiiipre-»8 Catherine Icing juidrmed of his 
ami fro0i ifiia immense coucerna, ajipreheudlng tliat credit of all 
hvv mrrcliants would bo affected by hi$ failure , mi having had the 
best proofs of his snlyency; she ordered ter ministers in England, 
Holland, and France/ buy up ail his acceptances; by which means 
his credit was saved; and in due time he whs able to repay bis l>ene- 
facircss all siic had advanced. I'he bar»u possessed a pug dog 
winch the einpnvs!!i mlniiriug, it was presented and gJaciousIy acceptwL 
Crammed with luxuries tliat were before tmtasted, poor pug paid 
dear for his dainties; actually dying of repletion. The empresB, 
grieved at this event, said to one of her officers, QoU take 
8rTiiEauNi\ andh(tveh(tn flayed and" sroFFEt) T — Obedient 
to ihn imjierial dame, awuy went the r»fficer to tlie biiron's house, 
and told him, with a face full of horror, the dreadful ordt'ts given by 
the empreK.4! WitJi all his confidentee in tlie favor of Catherine, 
Baron Sutherland felt ra^Aer ^awkward; for he knew if she hud * 
determined to /oi/ and him, there was no appeal . Having 
prevailed on the officer to Jy Ttim go to jh© ettn>re«B in a wltole skin, 
3i.vhoft the tre mbling and admitted to aa 

au(&encff, the empriST Tmi^mg mformed of tim ludicrous mistake, 
Jau^d heartily, removed tte fem^of die baron, by tdimg 

him n was die cfoarf’pug (whicltijhe fowl rolled ^Sutherland") (hat 
she hud|>rdcrcd to l>c *^Jlayed aad atuffed^^ and not liimself. 
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feitls career, the price of his treason ivaa remitted, 
Hotwithstending ithe wall ibigned horror and 
' amazeitteut he played Off oii the ihuttny taking 
place in' Finland, Ar«£dt was the sectet source 

before, itkey renaaiaed untnuohed, a*t the 

Eussiaa aavy idiy pi^'ed tbeguiph of Finlandii': ■ . 

The liussiaas tooh, Slides, front six . to seven tbott- 
sand Swedes prisoners, of whoie I hare spoken in another 
place, with cuusiderable quantities of naved atores. 

The Swedish flotilla, lying near Fredarikclhsnm and^ 
the month of the river Thymen, was followed, so soon a«. 
Prince Nassau had repaired the damages of his vessels, by 
the Russian light frigates, galleys, und gon-^boats. 

“ The Rnssian flotilla lay at anchor at no great distance 
from the Swedes, whose galley-fleet lay behied two islands , 
the inain channel between the islands, and narrow'er ones 
upon the opposite sides, being defended by chains of gun- 
boats aad by several batteries. 

“ The Russian fleet was much superior in force; and 
the .signal for attack being given by Prince Nassau from 
his frigate, the Catharine, about eight o’clock in the 
morning of the dSth of June, the whole proceeded with 
alacrity to battle,* the wind blowing them down directly 
upon the enemy. The Swedish first line of battle con- 
sisted of four frigates and three xebecs. Their gan-boats 
were ranged behind, and upon the right and lef^ besides 
, those which guarded the narrow i^uuiaels. The Russian 
line opposed' to ihe Swedes eofisisted of four frigates and 
three xdbecS^ with one floatteg bm^ry. The rest of the 
Rnsska galleys end gim^boats, ani^ntug'tofiO or 70 sail, 
moi^nnacoountabiy retreated atlh^.i7eiy' 6'DlfiaieDBeiBe^ 
offhe adioa; and;; during the period it lasted, remf^>jed 
at a convenient distanoeydisr^rdiug the i^tders of Prince 
Nassau.' • 
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of that treason ; and •if'- it had^<8ncc^ed to the 
ektent o£ dethronitig €histavns th^ or 

caasing the loss*'o£> FtnlaM;, he would have 
thrown 0 # ihe mdsk-, and «;ldimed| the of 

' l%e Wind had ini^reased to .a' the Rus- 

sians in tbdignn-boatshnd neWar seen theoeeao, and 
eonld not manage their .oai-sfor fimiwpa this new and 
strange situation, might strike iiianj^ of them with a panic. 
It is not or board the .gun-boatSfgnd gaiters, as on board 
the larger. twssehi which may. be hrongbt into action witfa- 
outmuch exertion of the crews: 'two or djree awkward 
rpwers will put a galley or gim^nboat in a dangerous sitna- 
tion, if the sea is ranning high.* When the Enssig^ have 
only to stand dre, to load and io discharge their guh^, no 
fault will ever be found with them in action : but they are 
nut at all acquainted with the arts of seamanship, nor Van 
it be expected. 

“ Tbe action this day was between four Russian frigates, 
oomomnded by the English officers Dennison, Marshall, 
Young and Perry, and the three xebecs, and a floating 
battery, commanded by Russian officeis,' against tbe whole 
Swedish fleet. . Both the hostile equadagns lay abreast of 
each other at anchor, and continued for ten hours VaTmly 
engaged. .The Swediidi commander^ now tbe ambassador 
from the , court of Stockholm at Petershurgb, seeing he 
could spare a part of his force, detached about fi% gun- 
boats through the narrow channels,; trilhthe galhmt design 
of .surrounding the superiof<fieet of the .Russian galleys 
and gun-hoat»>h'hiob remained inpehTe; The Russian 
gaUeyif and gm^bmtBJtbiovgh tfaK^ kept at a cowardly 
oidUneOSBftu'tllfe'fl]^ frigates, instantly 

attacked their guiptvoals, and them back. This 

done; they remCmed as before^ without even attempting to 
second their brave countrymen, who, while each ship had 
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hsitviijg added the province in which he was born 
to the emj^e of Russia. . This corrupt and 
wicked favorite strove |to instigate: Gnstavns to 

shed die bloqd of his political enemies on th^ 

, ' ' ' 1 > 
another of equal £(»r<» to contend with, of the, Swedes, ^are 

besides raked in all a!^*doas bjr snrroonduag jg^n'h^ats. 

“ Many of the Russia galleys and gnn-boate were 
wrecked upon the shore adjoining to the narrow channels 
to which they bad gone to toe attack of the enemy’s gun^ 
boats, or driven through by toe wind, or lost bjr. the awk-' 
wardnesa of the crews. Several of tot' crews from the 
wrecked gun-boafs and galleys, getting ashore upon the 
islands, wito what brandy'they had saved with themselves, 
employed their time in drinking and singing .while the 
battle was raging in other quarters. 

“ The Russian frigates and xebecs mamtaiped the most 
bloody and obstinate engagement upon record. Captain 
Denniton repeatedly sent an officer to Prince Nassau, to 
inform him of toe certain cousequeaces of the action 
against the Russiaut arms, if the galleys and gun-boats did 
not come down to support this squadron, dbout one 
o’clock Captain jjennisoD was struck by a grape-shot in 
tlie*hea3, and, mortally wounded. The command of the 
ship devolved upon the first lieutenant, Mr. M'Carthy, 
who, assisted by the Russian Colonel Tchetcherin in con- 
ducting this bloody struggle, fought toe frig&te, until they 
were under toe necessity, to prevent , her sinking, to run 
her ashore. They were attacked on every side by gun- 
boats, and sustained tor several* hours the fire of two and 
three of the Swedish frt^les, afiembese had succeeded in 
defe^kisqg, by means of tfe nume w^>gOT-lSpal8,'tB^ ottier 
Russian ships and xebecs. \ 

“ Captain Perry yielded after an obstinaie engagement, 
(.'sptain Young fought hi.s frigate, until his crew wisely 
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scaffold ; ail otiject in wHich AnjiffeH coiJld 
nCvef prerail : !je was at toiice oveirliearin^ 'and. 
senile ; he w^d cbnsfc^tly to liiweil ' oil * ithft 
anomaBef that Were iliised up with thfe' chiistitti-* 

" V' *’ ' - 

refused to' bhey,; aiid tb tfcrowr awiiyikh<^rthi^Si'' # 
lhe'stiia1llit'’tiib|ies'ofadcbess. ran ihfeir ship on 

shore, and were taken pris6*wa*5 ' , ' * ' 

“ Captain Marshall, keeping 'up affhs Wliibh aatonished' 
theS-wedef., fought Whilst his ^ip wtiif* WiWok, and hardly 
able to support iier cannon ; oven When ^be main dock 
was under water, and the frigate lying upon h bank, which 
alone prevented her from stalling, the gallant Marshall 
thundered in broadsides a^inst ilie enemy, ile was 
woundec^ iri the thighs ahd in the knee, aroiuid which bo 
had wrapped the ship’s enisigti. He stood upoh the quarter 
deck, leaning upon tlie arm of his lieutenant. While all 
hopes of vifctoiy were over, and not a gun above vrhter, 
the ship ready to go to pieces with every wave, a shot cut 
him” in two, and he fell Upon the deck, covered with the 
sea w'hihfa broke over it. The colours still remained fly- 
ing. The Russian pficst called together the few left of the 
ship’rf company : be ebrafortbd fhbm uhder their distre ss, 
and held the cross to them all, which they devoutly kisseJ. 
llie ship separated, ihe priest held up the eroi!?, kissed it, 
and went to the bottom, clasping it in bis hands. Several 
of the crew hong upon pieces of the wriMik, rfnd oven in 
tliis situation some were killed by enemy's shot, but 
which was not directed at them. 

“One boat, the onl;^Vne Which Jeiuained with Captain 
Jll^niiison’s frigate, w^jis j^,viiOi^t<Jj^d to the relief of these 
heroes. Flight me^aiid two officers wen* picked «p. 
'l'lit\ were savt'd^ftfTm one kind of death to meet another; 
and^ coini»g*on boat'd the frigate, nOw fighting almost 
singly Against the Swedish fleet, they were placed at the 
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jtipii' of 1772, .the break jbis 

f bluntary oa^h, anb, render , the 

of the nadon. ’^hik^ was the^ jsd^jj^jiiir^ of 

Russia; he cast imjputatioits of 

patriot' rie twwg, if he cq^td, | ike,i>t*jt|^ 

and his brother copstapo^tly in a ^tat^jof 

mpitual suspicion an^enmi^^^ iqsinua^ting tliat 

the duke himself stood in . secret connexion with 

the empress, and ^at the great iniscan;iagqs by 

sea and land had originated with that prince. 

Eyen the excessive magnificence by which Qustavua 

the Third was so greatly distinguished, was partly 

guns, and boro their part in a battle of some boufs. The 
Maria, at last, nearly in the same situation with the, late 
Captain Marshall’s ship, was run on about half pa«t 
nine in the evening ; the officers and men having supported 
with uhparalleled bravery, an unequal contest »frum nine 
or ton o’oiock in the morning. The thrw Jtebeqs had 
been taken before this ; the bravery of the Russian, officers 
who commanded tbejn would have yielded only tq, such 
superior force. , , 

fifince I^assau, seeing the batt(e at.au.end, is said to 
have bid his face with his cloak. The galleys ai^ gun- 
boats had by this time entirely gone away.; nor did the 
Swedes attempt to pursue the greater number of enemies 
who ran from them. , 

‘‘ Thus ended^ the . naval campa%n in the Baltic. 
Prince Nassau meantt^ain to attack .the Swedes, and bad 
been^ined by some fn|^t gs for tk? pur pose. A co urier 
arriy^, at the galley-fleet with the''IK;Syrbf the peace, and 
preyepted bis in totiou being put into diw.'icution.. 

“ The Swedes took abo,ut 2000 priscmefs of tbe^Kus- 
.sians in the late battle, from the frigates capturqJ, and 
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Gwing to the insidious artifices of Barpit JS^rmfelt, 
who was pften in the hablf of extolling the tasteful 
ihagnificehce of the lemj^ese Catharine, ^th a 
nation fh^it feliishoirt' of inilliohs of 
Airily a ban'en triidt, larger in ‘extent 

'thaii''i^r^cd /dr''‘’Germ'any^^^'d' with' a revenue 
infeiridf to that df iniiividhl^ll^bjecits in Buasia or 
Austria, Gustavus Spired at eclipsing in splendor 
the eini>ress' of all the Rusaias ; tihus realizmg, at 
the expericfe of his suffering subjects^ the fable of 
the frog and the ox. If he had been king of a 
nation Wealthy as Greht ' Britain, his fine taste 


from tim galleys and gun'boats run on shore. “ Prince^ 
Nassau ft a Vety unforionate, as be is a very brave officer; 
Admiral Tchitchigow is attended by the goddess of for- 
tune for bis pilot: be, too, is a brave and gallant officer ; 
the opinions Witb regard to bis skill are various. , 

The Russians by this successful campaign have esta- 
blished a paramount power over the Baltic. ' The Swedes 
cannot again raise their heads for a century. It would be 
in vain for them to build ships of the line for the Russians 
to capture. The superiority of the Russian fleet ip jni m- 
berS, if well conducted, must be tit all times an overmatch 
for the former. 


“ The Russian fleets returned to port, the armies were 
dispersed. And this is the end of war : Having be^ at 
much expcnce and trouble jn cutting each other^s throats, 
a form of peace is drawn up, aiid eadh nation congratulate 
themscivos upon their vi'-tories. ‘ 

- Wh^>ii will, this fa^ce of mij^raer be' at an end? When 
will men turn wise ei^sligb to check the ambition of princes, 
but ^thout d^tT'.yfng the happiest system of government, 
whicnVias agood king’al its head?" 
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wovtkl have elevated the charadter of the people ; 
he would have embellished his iresideDce with 
structures and monumebts, elegant and durable 
as the proudest ediheesof Greece or Hombf and 
by his liberal patronage of native * genius, and 
fostering the att^a^jd scienqes, he might in a great 
measure have aton^fcr wars founded on, ambi' 
tion, and hi^ encroachments on public Uberiy ; 
but the waste occasioned by his taste for splendor, 
fell heavily on so poor a nation ; and his necessities 
impelled him to financiaf espedionts not always 
just, which givally apcelerated the catastrojihe 
that ensued. It has been already reurarked, that, 
to an inordinate passion for military gliry, he 
sacrificed, without renmrse, the welfare of his 
subjects. That formidable mutiny in Finland, 
which ought to have w^eaned him from this 
destmetive passion, seemed merely to have in- 
spired liim with new ardor for war ! Between the 
commencement of the war with Russia and the 
tr^galjt of Verela,* by which it was closed, tlic 

* Trfaty of PiiACE conciuJwl between the King of Swe- 
den and the Empre.'i.s of ali the JluN.siaKj Aiig, 1 1, 1790. 

In the Name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity ! 
His majesty the king of Sweden atnd her majesty the 
empress of all the K iLSsia-s, eqa^-Uy desirous of putting an 
end to the war whicli\ha<t unhappily broke out between 
them, and to re-estabh.^ the frieufl^ip,-har<i«»y, add 
good neighbourhood, which have loh^^ subsistod bctvveen 
their respective states and countries, mice recipr^'Cully 
commuuicuted to each other their pacific inteutiois, and 
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French revolution 'occurr©(J;!*aiMl the ability' of 
the’ Bourbon momirchs to retain petty kingfs by 
secret pensions; suddenly ceased.' OnstaTtilil ItSd • 
been devoted to the Supfioart of French politics^ 

1th a viovr to rekliso them, they have appoiated and an- 
thori^d, via. his majesty Svred^h, thfe Sietir 

Giistavus d*ArmleK, batdh of Vorentatba, dec. &t» and 
her majfiiiiy the empress of all tte Rdssias, the sie^ir Otbo 
Henry d’higelstrom, lieutenanttgeneral of her armies, 
&c* &c. who, after having commnnieated to eaeh other 
their full powers, and found them duly authorised, and 
in proper form, and having motoally cxcdianged them, 
have agreed on the following articles : ^ 

There shall be beneeforward between his ma** 
jesty the king of Sweden, and his estates, eoimtries, and 
nations on one part, 'and her majesty the empress bf all 
tlio Hussias, and In^r estates, countries, and nations, on 
the other, perpetual peaces, good Dcighbourhoori, and 
perfect tranquillity, both by sea and land; ami eonse- 
ijuantly, the most sp>c'edy ordc*r» for the cessation of hosti- 
lities shall be giveu by each party.. Whatever is past shall 
be forgotten ; attention will only be paid to (he re-estab- 
li.diment of that harmony and mutual good-wilir Whklr'^ 
has been interrupted by the present war. 

Art. U. The limits and frontiers shali. on eacli side, 
continue as they were before the rupture, or the beginning 
of the present war. 

Art. in. Therefore all* the ccunlrieis, provinces, or 
places whatever, which have beeU taken or occupied by 
the troops of either of the contfcaetm'g parties, shall be 
evacuated as speedily as pos.sibie, or fourtmi days after 
the exchange cd thr^tatificafion of (be present treaty. 

pkl prisoners of war, or others, who, not 
bearing arm.^, have been tateii by either of the belligerent 
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‘inia4iaioiae from m€ill!«iikry motives,' but from an 
bcisegular kiiid gratitude; b^caniKi it waa tbat 
' |>«ofttae iiiddoh liad sup^^ 
funds that dinafaled Itite to effebi 1b4*mdlu- 

'pavtief dxiri6('^^ eo&rsB'"'df' &oRtd%ti6ii; 11^'' ba'sM at 
liberty by {>arly Rif^aot rmsom ; kad tiu^' afafdl be 
permitted to retmrB home* wHboat any indemnillcatibu 
beiag reqiiii^%y «tfber party for dieir maxBteaaaee ; bat 
fitey ehatl be obliged to pay (ha debte wbieb tfa^ baire 
contracted wiUi iadiriduals of eadi respectire’^te. 

Art. V, And in order to prevent the giving the least 
occasion for a misunderstanding at sea between foe ron- 
traeting parties, it is stipulated and agreed, that whenever 
one or more Swedish men of war, whether small or great, 
shall pass by the forts of her imperial majesty, they shall 
be Obliged to give a salute in the Swedish manner ; wbtcb 
Shan be immediately answered by a salute in’the Russian 
mode. • The same shall be Observed by Russian men of 
■war, whether one or more; they shall be obliged to 
salute before the forfei of his Swedish majerty, and they 
shall be uuswered by n Swedish salute. 

In foe mean time, foe^higb contracting parties shall 
eedeiT’its speedily as possible, a particular convention to 
be made, in which foe mode of saluting between Swedish 
and Busman ships shall be established, whether at sea, is 
port, or wherever they may chance to meet. 

Till foen, in order to prevent mistakes in foe above 
cose, ships of war belonging to either party 'Sli«B sot 
salute each other. . 

.^rt. VI, Her intpesml nmjesty of all foe Rustuas has 
also agreed, that his Sw^isb majes^rfoail be at ilberfy”* 
to buy every year, corn to foe amoub^f 50,000 roubles, 

Hi the ports of the gulph of Finland and oifoe^Baltii^ sea, 
provided it be proved foat’itis for foe use of>his Swedish 
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tioQ of 1772 ; and a third source reflfect^i'was 
its high uotious of kiugly dignity, and utter cou- 
tempt of every restraint .^at would set lioilte to 
its powetk The empress was awere of these rcir- 

inajesty,or for the use. of some of . bis subjects duly lUithoo 
hsed by. his majesty, without or charges, and ^ ex- 
port it freely iato in this, however, barreo 

years ehaU not be included, nor, such yeaft in which, for 
some important reasons,, hor Imperial majesty may be in- 
duced to forbid the exportation of grain to any nation 
whatever. 

Art. V"II. As the eagerness of the high contracting 
parties for the speedy termiflation of those evils with 
which ^their respective subjects have been afflicted in 
consequence of war does not allow them time for the re- 
gulation of many points and objects tending to establish 
firmly a good neighbourhood and perfect tranquillity of 
the frontiers, they agree, and mutually promise Jo pay 
attention to those points and objects, and to discuss and 
regulate thorn amicably by means of ambassadors, or 
plenipotentiary mioisters, wbum they shall appoint im- 
mediately after the conclusion of the present treaty ef 
peace. - - 

Art. VI 11. The ratifications of die present treaty of 
peace shall be exchanged within the space of six days, or 
sooner if possible. 

in testimony whereof, we have signed the present 
treaty of peace, and sealed' it with our arms. 

Done in the plain of Vereja, near the river Ky- 
mene, betv^n the advanced posts of each 
camp, the 1 1th of August, 1790. 

j,Gustavds Maure, Baron D’Armfelt. 

Otbo, Baron D'lcEtsTRoii. 


VOl., >11. 


I. 
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cumstances, and of the inconv^euces to which 
the stoppage of tlie French subsidies had exposed 
• him. Cathenne, therefore, instructed B&ron Arm- 
felt to sound the king, and prepare him to receive 
pecuniary aid from her exchequer t At the same 
time she caused Krostavus to be applied to by 
some of the most illuftiious of the French emi- 
grant uobles^*^who represented their beauteous 
queen and the ladies of her court as overwhelmed 
with grief, and . their bright eyes, suffoSed with 
tears, turned towards the chivalrous king of 
Sweden, as their future knight and deliverer. 
The bait took : this expedient promised to^admi 
nister to his wants, and his ambition; ^nd he 
inconsiderately agreed to become a pensioner to 
the empress Catherine, and plunge his devoted 
kingdom into a new war in which it had not the 
smallest interest ; and against a people Irom whom 
Sweden bad not received even the shadow of 
insult or injury. 

^ Being thus pre-disposed to venture upon a 
second war of aggression, before the wounds 
were half healed that had been indicted by the 
first ; which was destitute of the popularity, that, 

. flattering the pride, deceived and misled the 
judgment of the nation; and rendering the people 
delighted with a prospect of revenge on Russia, 
they totally overlooked the breach of compacts 
committed by the king. 

Although Gustavus would not su^r the /nu- 
tiny in Finland to operate as a beaco^ to ^am 
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him to beware of* riaking aggressive ^varj he de- 
termined, if possible, to guard himselltwiutuiie 
against disloyal ox patriotic officers. He, therefore, . 
determined to pravide 4 auiseryfor the fature 
supply of the army with officers ; to take them at 
an early period from their pareifts and theit home, 
and train and educate them in habits of blind ami 
implicit obedience. This school, for the educsv* 
tion of military students, be intended to establidi 
in the palace of Ulricsdal ; and the better to closifc 
and conceal this odious policy, the king ordered 
the naval cadets from Cajlscrona to be removed 
to thi(t new institution, which he ordained should 
bear thte ominous name of the “ War Academp." 
The celebrated philosopher and scholar, Profeihior 
Melanderhjeim, of Upsala university, was ordered 
by the king to prepare a system of monll and 
scientific education. Meantime, under the spe- 
cious pretext of providing for the foitres.ses, and 
filling the magazines that the wmr just ended had 
exlmusted of stores, Gostavus caused the fobrica* 
tion of arms, ammunition, -tents, ijjothing. See. to 
be continued. Through the secret, and powerful 
influence of Russia, and his own fiery zeal, Gusta- 
vus became the idd of the French refugees ; and . 
the head of the counter-revolutionists. — A pen- 
sioned patriot, or a pensioned parliament, are 
deservedly objects- of popular aversion; but a 
pensioned king is the most culpable of all pen- 
sioners. Sucb was Gustavus the Third, who dared 
not TC^entyfcooNT S'iACKEi.BEKG (who had so 

I. 2 
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long played the despot -over the guilty $tauislaus« 
at Warsaw), caJliug him “ A true arid mrth^ knight 
of hiif imiruirtal rnktressT 

Gustavus was not deceived by C^eriuc’s 
illusive professions; lie plainly saw her .drift; but 
so serious were his hnancial dilhculties. it. wgs 
impossible he could extricate himseljf without 
foreign subsidies or loans, and the only certain 
means of attaining either was by appearing 
heartily to second the vievvs of the empress. 
Thus his expensive habits had a strong and irre- 
sistible tendency to produce those events that 
accelerated his destruction. ^ 

Meantime the brave, generous, and un^speot- 
ing* people, over whose destiny, this unfaithful 
shepherd pretended to watch, and whose lives and 
property were exposed by his errors and crimes ; 
attached to France by powerful ties, beheld 
with a solemn and generous anxiety her eftbrls to 
become free! Thus, the very antipodes of each 
^oth^r, ..were the sentiments of the Swedish people 
and their sovereign. However trivial may be the 
share of legislative power that falls to the lot yf the 
uncultivated farmers of Sweden, and degraded as 
they si and by ihe insolence of the nobles, who long 
since decreed, that any persons who had received a 
liberal education, should beexcluded from becom- 
ing the representatives of the.pcasants, ii still in- 
spires them ‘with lofty sentiments, and short will 
be the reign of the Swedisli monarch, who shall 
deprive them of this barren right pe^ntry 
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of Sweden are leally a religions race; them 
the doctrines taught by their pastors are hhpliditly 
received ; and all the king ooUld do to incehse * 
their simple minds against the French, was to call 
them a nation of atheists, who had renounced the 
Christian faith, and mnTdere4 the Christian priests; 
butj as the religion of Prance was that o1 Rome, 
some wit* circulated a report that the people of 
Paris had renounced pOpery; and were about to 
turn Lutherans ! a finesse that is said to have had 
the effect of neutralizing that ruse resorted to by 
the king. The greater the»pains that werO taken to 
■^rejodice the people against the French, the farther 
they “wlerc from attaining their object, audthe more 
populsr the cause of freedom became. Severe 
and witty pasquinades were daily launched 
among.st the populace, ridiculing the personal 
character of the king, and lashing hiS predeliction 
for absolute monarchy. Gustayus often went out 
alone, and incog, wrapped in a military great coat, 
and fearlessly mixed amongst the people.- Every 
where he heard the severest censure; or bold 
prophecies that his attempt to crush the rising 
freedom of the French, would serve as a signal to 
the people of Sweden to wrest the sCejptre from* 
his hknd. Yet, a firm reliance upon the standing 
army, gave him confidence that he should be able to 
coerce the people hitc submission. To this prince, 
at thil' period, might, with propriety have been 

X It waseaid lo have been Mr. ITioriid. 
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ajp|)lied the emphatic words, **QfMm deus vuU 
perdere, prim demntat” Instead of taking timely 
' warning from what he heard with his Own ears, and 
had seen with his own eyes, he resolved;, at every 
risk to ptersevere; and, perhaps; in coofformity to 
the instructiotm of the imperiat Rnssian poiic^, he 
p>rohibited the discussion of f^enck polities; for- 
bade by proclamations, the people from discoursing 
on any subjects connected with the progress of 
the French revolution; whilst the few feeble 
journals that existed in Sweden, were forbade 
inserting the speeches* of the popular orators! 
His orders were, however, openly laughed ^at in 
Stockholm ; the very soldiers on whom be i^o fully 
depended, openly expressed their unwillingness 
to be. sent so far from their home to fight against 
a nation that had never wronged their country : 
and it was the opiwon of several oificers of long 
standing and great experience in the Swedish 
army, that if he had not been cut off as he was by 
■--Jthe hand of Ankarstrom, this very army he was 
assembling, with the view of invading France, in 
Normandy, and marching direct on Paris, would 
have hoisted the standard of revolt, and destroyed 
the king whom once they adored. 

Meantime, the indigent and mercenary monarch 
solicited and obtained great pecuniary contribu- 
tions from the Bourbons of Spain and J^^aples, 
from the emperor of Germany, and the Popp, to 
help to defray the expences of paying, rapacious 
emissaries, who pretended to create insVrecuons 
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in France in favour of the, ,4^pi>tl8n!iiit)i«,t itad 
been overthrown; and |n proenfing the;,be«t .in- 
telligence. For this end, and to meet the ministers 
from the principal powers; who were forming fan 
anti-galliaan league, lie went in July, 1791, ,i to 
AiK-lafChappeUe. The n)er<i*ds5)e Bouill4 the re- 
presentative of the Bourbon princes and emigrants 
of France, was there ; mid there was also said to 
be a secret agent from a prince who ought not to 
have sanctioned a crusade against those principles 
to which his forefathers ,owe<l a triple crown,* 

1^16 late William Aagustim JftHes, £sq'. suthenr a( Letten tC 
th# Prmco of Wales, &c. am] wild, at thb period (1791) wm 
iotii&atel;i| and coniidemiaDy aeqaaiotod with 
M. Chaiwelin, aj^d other disUagaibbed charm'ters in France; and 
wlio wasjsik) the eor\fidmtial friend and politicat corrvspmdmi of 
the Right Honourable William Pitt, assured the author bylettery 
in Kovnnilier, 1809, that the Elector of Hanover was a party to 
the treaty of Pilnit*, andto all the machinations carried on under the 
ouspioes of Gustavus the Third; Mn Sliloa fardicr aMsured him, 
(the author) that Mr^ Pitt bad made np hja mind to th* observance 
of an armod neutralily, and not to interfere with the int^nal affiiirf 
of France, hut,’' said Mr. M* the — was personally lent on 

v\ ar ; in which project the ,w^hb might rather he said to reign than 

the , was highly instrumental in accelerating that itnp<ititic and 

ruinous measure. The great proprietors of horotigliS, whigs, and 
toriesv were alarmed at the repuhlician spirit that obtained, and 
were detciTnined on war. Mr, Pitt nns ambiuous; the love of 
power w^as deeper looted in his mind, than attaclm* nt to thoso 
principles Ijy which he, had elevated his fame as a statesman; 
and he had a brother (o provide for, who was a peer, an — , 
indigent; diul profufisc. Mr. Pittlmdio chuse between retiring from 
oflkeyor making w ar on Franca : he had no party on which he could 
depend for ^/pport : and he submitted to the expedient that was 
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BiA tlw steps of (}iratavu8<were iirat^^ and his 
hem's numbefed. The leading men in France 
were inibrnaed of his movements; and as to his 
views; those, unequwooaily aimed at thet restora- 
tion of an arbitrary government A;>8eoret cor- 
respondence was carried on between-' certain 
persons attached to freedom in Sweden, .and the 
existing government of France'. The marquis Be 
Bouille found paeans to discover that; such an 
intercourse existed, and aiso that it was intended 
to assassinate the king, at Aix. Alarmed to the 
highest degree at the near prospect of losing the 
monarch, on whom the restoration ol‘ thfe old ' 
system so greatly depended, the marquis, in a 
manner, drove away the mercenary chanipion of 
kings, a day or two sooner than he intended, 
whereby, it has been asserted, his life was saved. 

There is no authentic source to which this 
report can be traced, nor whether it was intended 
to have been executed by a Freuchmau, or a, 
Swede.- The author was informed in Sweden, 
by a person of distinction, that the king was 
warned by a stranger, that if he stayed twenty- 
four hours longer he would inevitably lose his life. 

' Let whoever might be its projector, the expedient 

require. "---Mr. Miles na* left many jiapers relative to Ae sources of 
the first Tevolirtionary war. He had also wntten a history of that 
war; v.A probably of fhc'war of 1803 ; and if those MSS. should 
be published, the tnlth of these anecdotes having been derived from 
Mr. Milei vriH be manifest, whatever may be th'tfYredit gj^eh to 
matters ^ted, \ * 
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wta base and m&mous. Erevy natioH fai^^iigfat to 
fom its own>^Teniident; «nd, in case i&S grose 
and flagrant misrule^ to cashier its rulers. Oir- 
cunf Stances have oflten ocei»red>> m which it be> 
came a social duty to draw the’ sword against a 
lawless chiel’ ; but ito truly great or honourable 
mind ever yet had recourse to an assassin, or the 
stiiletto, • 

When Louis the Sixteenth^ accepted the consti- 
tUticm, and swore to maintain it, some of the priaeir 
pal heads of the royal league bedame* lukewarm. 
Pru^a, seemed jealous the designs chei^daied 
by Gustavus the Third : yet, still tlie latter perse* 
vered : if Spain, Austria^ or Prussia became luke- 
warm, t&e King of Sweden kq)t the cause alive, 
appeared, at every risk, resolved to restore the 
prostrate despotism of the Bourbon throne, or 
lose his own in the rash undertaking. And not- 
withstanding the vast contributions he received, 
so great were his disbursements, he felt himself 
compelled to summon a diet, to supply the means 
of currying on the war against France, He caused 
this assembly to be summoned to meet at Gefle, 

* When the dispatch was handed to Gustavus the Third, an- 
nouncing (he nccpptaiion of the constitution by Louis the Sivteenth, 
the king would not break the 'seals nor read the papers transmitted. 
A strong proof of duplicity on the part of the French king, as it can- 
not he supposed that Gustavus would have tiius insulted Louis;, if 
It bad not ht en prcvi usty agreed upon between tt.em. The editpr 
oftbciAnmutl Register, vol. XXltiV. p.4iy> inpotes thbi conduct 
in the SVvcdish/kiDg to tlic infiueace of the empress dT Russia. 



1$4 ^ CrUSTAFUS THE TillRi). 

& ftea>port and city, situated on tiic coast of 
Bothnia ; and so short was the interval between 
the appearance of the proclamation and :dre day of 
meeting, that the distantcitieshad not time to make 
their electiooaiof deputies; and many of the dele* 
gates from the southand.weati of Sweden^ could not 
arrive in due time. The diet met on the 23d of 
January, 1 792, under the protection of foreign mer- 
cenaries. By means of secret and corrupt arrange- 
ments, the king carried every point in favour of regal 
prerogative, although he failed in obtaining all the 
pecuniary supplies ha demanded. Whilst ^he 
king was in Gefie, his mortal enemies were"" close 
at his heels, and he had a hair breadth) escape 
from being murdered. Having dissolved Ifhe diet, 
he returned sullen and dissatisfied to Stoekholm, 
but j'et inflexibly resolved on war. But, again, 
his deadly enemies were in chace, they arrived 
within a few hours in Stockholm after the king ; 
and it was intended to cut him off that very night! 

It would be presumptuous to assign the num- 
ber of persons engaged in the conspiracy formed 
against the life of this guilty monarch : but they 
were almost entirely persons of eminence belong- 
ing to the order of nobility. 

The world has heard much of John Jacob 
Ankarstrom the Swedish regicide: the most 
absurd and groundless stories were, at the time 
of his assassinating the king, put in circulation, 
to make him appear as a monster of cruelty and 
dc pravity. • Ilis crime was of a nature iliat ekeites 
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abhorrence) but he appears to have beenioiipeiled 
by wrongs inflicted by the victim of his res6nt^ 
meat. Mr/ Lewis Goidsmith* aflirms, that at 
a very eariy period of his iife^ Gustavns the third 
offered Ankarstrom an insult^ ihat, if truly re < 
citedr would have justified the latter in laying, 
the farmer dead at hie feet. It Was said, diat 
the spirited young Swede struck the prince, and 
long afterwards continued to speak of him with 
contempt, and avoid those places where he was 
most likely to meet him. The enmity thus 
created lasted throughout their lives, and u)ti> 
mat^ led to their untimely death. Whether 
from personal pique, or more honourable moi- 
tives. Captain Ankarstrom was always cdn-, 
spicuouft' for the severity of his comments upon 
the government of Gustavus the Third ; and the 
king is accused of having had recourse to a 
variety of mean expedients to injure Captain 
Ankarstrom in lus professional career, and ir- 
ritate his feelings. During the war with 
Russia, he commanded the troops stationed 
in the island of Gothland; shortly after which 
a Russian force effected a landing. As there was 


* Oirneg of CabinetR, p. J6, <SEC*~Mr, Goldgniifh, by ao im* 
jHjrtant eriror, made (Captain AAkir$ti:oiu goveruor of the province of 
Kast Gothland, one of the jnoKt valuable gifts at the disposal of the 
rrowiL — He was sent by the king loto an honourable l>anislimoni, and 
the inland of (lotliland was appointed for his residence. He com- 
manded the few troops stationed in that remote island, and thence he 
acquired the honorary title of Governor of Gothland. 
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no competent force, nor any forts, nor place of 
refuge, and the whole island would have been 
given up to pillage in case of resistance : it be- 
came the duty of a governor to surrender, in 
order to save the inhabitants from massacre, and 
their property from destruction. After the king’s 
return from Finland in 1788, be received infor- 
mation that ’Captain Aukarstrom was engaged in 
active correspondence with the nobles, who 
encouraged the officers of the Finland troops to 
mutiny; and who were then consulting on the bold 
expedient of assembling a diet in the absence of 
the king, with the view to dethrone him. "^hen 
Gustav us caused the accused officers to be tried, 
Captain Aukarstrom was arraigned of treason, 
and the only proof offered was, that ffie had 
advised the people of Gothland not to tak(j up 
arms against the Russians! When party spirit 
ran induniuins high, and the dissenting officers 
were held in such scorn by the populace, that they 
scarcely dared to shew themselve.s in the streets 
of Stockholm, it is not wonderful that among the 
lowest inhabitants of Gothland persons should be 
found to give that kind of evidence, which, when 
repeated before a court martial, made up of the 
king’s creatures, should sanction his conviction. 
He was sentenced to twi.n'iv vears confinement 
in a fortress to be named by the king ! I'he noble 
prisoner heard the sentence, not only unawed, 
but with calm contempt : he was more disturbed 
by a TAKDON from the king, which lie coijld not 
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evade, and never’ solicited. When this vvas 
announced, he said, “ / wotdd rather perish through 
“ the enmity the king, than live dishonoured h)f his 
“ clemency, I am innocent of the charges fabrica- 
“ ted against me, that were sustained by suborned 
“ evidence. My unjust judges* know this. I 
“demanded justice, it vvas denied me; and I 
“consider this exemption from an» unrighteous 
“judgment, not as a favour, but a matter of right.” 
Wh'en Captain Aukarstrora was released, he was 
as well received in the fashionable circles as if he 
had not been accused ; and the general effect of 
these proceedings was v'ery unfavourable to the 
reputation of the king.* 

The disordered state of the finances drove tliis 
monarch to many shifts to raise money or liqiii^ 
date debts, that were ra«lically dishonest ; airrf)ngst 
Olliers, by virtue of the sign manual he diminished, 
by om-third, the value of the state paper currency; 
thus, the dollar, which at par was four shillings 
and sixpence sterling, was reduced iolhire shillings! 
— A reduction so violent and sudden in the value 
of the paper currency that was then afloat, to an 
amount far greater than that of bank notes at the 
present day in England, the comparative wealth 
tkf the two kingdoms considered, could not fail to 
produce discontent, poverty, and the total ruin of 
many. It happetjed that, just at this period, 

^ Tlie conduct of Goslavus thft Third towai-ds the delinquents 
to triaL flcenis to have been an alwiird mixture uf clemenry 
“ and fijf*veriiy/'— Vide Nevv Aunmtl Reginter, 1790, p. 54. 
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Captain i^ukarstront had sold landed property to 
the value of three hundred thousand dollars, the 
amount of which he received in paper, at par ; 
and, as it was reported in Sweden to the author, 
the very next day the depreciation ensued, by 
which that individual lost one-third of the produce 
of his estates. There' were heavy and general 
accusations against the king of favouring ins crea- 
tures, by giving them a hint of what was likely to 
ensue : be that as it might, the thing was unjust, 
and it operated so strongly on the mind of 
Ankarsirom, that he is said to have made a vow to 
God upon his knees, that he would avenge^ his 
wrongs by shedding the blood of his oppressor. 
— The resentment that glowed thus intensely in 
nis bosom, burnt with equal fierceness in thos^ of 
his fiaends and connections. About this period 
a cons])iracy was formed, consisting of persons 
deteriniaetl to dethrone or murder the king ; and 
for the liist three months preceding his fail, 
scarcely a week elapsed in which he was not 
pursued by his determined foes. The hour of 
his death was often fixed prior to his journey to 
Gefle, and as often deferred, owing to the inter- 
vention of difiereiit obstacles. He was followed 
to Gefle, but no opportunity occurring, the con- 
spirators chased him back to the capital. This 
happened on the first of March, and on the second 
the king was expected to attend at a grand mas- 
querade, where Aukurstrom, provided with the 
instruments of death, took his station; bqt the 
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king did not makd his appearance, or he had 
probably fallen that night. So many failnree 
\\’Ould have intimidated men of ordinary minds, 
and made them desist from an unhallowed enter* 
prize that Providence seemed to avert. But 
nothing could shake the fixed resolve of Captain 
Aokarstrom, who made up his mind to the belief 
tliat, from pollulcd morals and violated oaths, 
the king liad forfeited God's protection, and it 
^vas'^orally right to kill him for the safety and 
welfare of society; but, that God would still 
require the blood of him bj^ whose bands that of 
the king might be shed, whose soul would be 
saved, if he died a sincere penitent.* From the 
enthxisiasro that filled, his mind, Ankarstrom would 
as Jitjadily have killed the king iu a church as iai^ 
a theatre. * 

A small pavilion, situate at Haga, distant 
about a league from Stockholm, was the favorite 
residence of Gustavu.s. The road to Haga leads 
through Drottning Gatan (Queen-street), iu which 
i.s a noted tavern called J/w Bi/ou. It was pro- 
posed to cause an obstruction by means of carts 
and w’aggons opposite this s}x)t, and to shoot the 
king during the delay it might occasion : it was next 
resolved, if possible, to kill the king at Haga, or, to 
“^eize his person as he walked in the park, and carry 

There soemfi, a sort of analorjyto ex between tlie rrlif^ious 
o[)iaioiH of Ankarstrom anti our assassin Iielliiig:liain ; boih were 
endowed with an equal degree of fortitude, and met their fair with 
the »amc resijrnation. 
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him oil to a seat belonging to' Ck>unt Ribbing, and 
there confine him in secret till a diet should have 
decided on his fate : both these plans were found 
impracticable. About a week before the catas- 
trophe so often menaced, really took place, a grand 
ball was to have been given by the court, which 
was unexpectedly deferred. At last, on the 16 th 
of March, a»grand masquerade was announced to 
be given at the opera house, which was expected 
to attract an assembly of spectators unusually 
numerous, and this was instantly seized on for the 
execution of their fell -purpose. 

Just as the king’s dresser was decorating him 
for this spectacle, a letter met his eye, addressed 
“Jo his Majesty the Kin^-" “ Secret and important.” 
flustavus took it up, looked inquisitively at jrtjie 
hand-writing, and then flung it carelessly on the 
dressing-table, A thought that he knew the hand- 
writing induced him to take it up once more, when 
he read as follows : 

i 

“ Sjre! 

“ Deign to listen to the advice of a man, who 
not being attached to your service, nor solicitous 
for your favour, flatters not your crimes, but who 
is still desirous of averting the danger with which 
you are threatcjied. 

“ Be assured that a plot is formed to assassi- 
nate you. Those who have entered into it are 
furious at being foiled last week by the ball being 
countermanded. They have resolved to execute 
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their schemes this day. Reiftairf at hchie,* aad 
avoid balls the remainder of the year ; thiis the 
fanaticism of criminality will be shifered to eva- 
porate. • r?"'- 

"Do not endeavour to discover the auth^ of 
this letter: the damnable project against ybur 
life is come to his knowledge by accident | be 
assured, however, that he has no interest’whiitever 
Jn forewarning you of yonr intended fate. 

If yonr mercenary troops had made use of 
any violence against the citizens atGede, the writer 
of this letter would havel fought you Sword in 
hand, but he detests assassination.’ 

Such were the* mystical words contained Iil 
this anonymous letter. The king was observed *<0 
turn pale as he read it, and to look glotnny and 
tlioughtful, as if he were undetermined how' to 
act. Baron Bjelke.f the king’s private secretary, 
was present, who knew the hand-writing, though 
disguised,; he w’as one of the conspirators, but 
such was his self-command, he did not exhibit 
the least symptom of alarm, though certain that 

* writer, by using words probulify meant to mltno- 
aish tine king against hi^ modiiated voyage ttt Fr'auce : wiicre it wa*^ 
khowti he intended to eftci t a landing, with the hope of k nig joined 
by the rovibht^^ in Normandy,* and enabled to mntrt’h'ib Piirk 
t Alofit of these paititniJaiM, and mtmV tiiat fo’Jow* rtdative 
to Ankarntrom, the king, Ac* were tw^lated Crora a SwediJi 
written at Stockliolai by a pcrami whobehmged to the lK>U!»ehold bf 
the king: it wp never published They are fairly translated, but 
the author <laros not vouch for their aeruiary. 
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he ^as betrayed. The king handed him the letter, 
saying, “ Read : and tell me what you think of 
it.’ — “ It appears to me, Sire,” .'«aid the treache- 
rous adviser, “ to be written by some one who 
writes to intimidate majesty, and prevent you 
from partaking orany pu^jlic amusement..” — “Inti- 
mukteme!" exclaimed Gustaviis with strong em- 
phasis, and looks expressive of disdain : “ What 
mortal can do that ? — I never heed .such trumperjJ 
Wore I to notice all the admonitions I re»^eive 
1 should never enjoy a moment's rest, but expect 
assassination every lio/ir!” — Such wa.s the subtle 
artifice to which Baron Bjelkc had recourse to pre- 
vent Colonel Lillehom’s letter taking effect, and 
to drive the unsuspecting monarch into the lolls of 
iiiS enemies.* Let Gustavus ha\e been as wiclfe*i 
a pridee as ever di.sgraccd a throne, the confiden- 
tial servant who could act thus treacherously 
could be no less depraved. Seeing the king eye 
iug the hand-writing, the insidious traitor said, 
“ ft may, however, contain a friendly warning, 
and, iff might presume, T should, with all humi- 
lity, .suggest that the masciuerade be counter- 
manded ; in which case, if the letter is genuine, 
the danger will be avoided, and the conspirators 
detected. — “ And if it is a mockery,” rejoined 
Gustavus, “ the insolent' writer will say the 
ling teas frightened! — I am 'resolved to go!”-— 

• TIm*. family of the Bjclkca i.s one of the oldest in Sweden, and 
ol nsiiive «'ri(iin, Summihi Bjelfe.'i was second consort to John th« 
I’iiird, second sou of Gusinvus Ihc First. 
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As soon as he couli withdraw, Baron Bjelke went 
to execute a signal agreed on, namely, the king 
were sure to be at the masquerade, he was, at a * 
certam hour, to send his watch to be repaired by 
a goldsmith and watchmaker, and if the kind 
would not be there, then a srfuff-box. Count 
Ribbing was to be in waiting at the shop, 
w’hich w'as in the Drottning Gataq* The baron 
concealed their danger from his accomplices, and 
sent’^he watch. He next went to his own apart- 
ment, burnt several letters, that, if discovered, 
might have implicated persons of higher rank, 
and armed himself with a small dose of a po- 
culiarly powerful animal poison imjwrted from 
Asia, and concealed a lancet under the erobroidfrry^ 
T.f his coat. On Iris return to the palace, be fouda 
the kitig was just ready to set off. Notwithstand- 
ing the incitements so artfully applied by Baron 
Bjelke, Gustavus really w’avered, and wa.s unde- 
termined whether to go or not. Count d Essen 
strenuously advised the king to desist Rom his 
intention, and to encourage the author of the letter 
to avow himself ; but the dread of exciting the 
contempt even of an anonymous correspondent, 
and the false shame arising from excessive pride, . 
urged him to his fate ! That contempt of personal 
dsmtger, and impatieneb of unpalateable advice, 
that ever marked ^is _cbj|fi^ter, decided his des-. 
tiny: ' Baron Bjelke .aiRji^ before the king, and' 
placed himself next to^i&aristrom. - Gustavus 
delayed his entry so that the conspirators 
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thought they were betrayed, or should be again 
d.isappointed. “ It seems as if we are not to have 
, the honor of seeing the king to-night V .sa.id An- 
karstrom, in an indifferent manner. “ Fear not," 
said Baron Bjelke, “ you will not be disappointed.” 
In a fewminutes’a flourish of trumpets announced 
the approach of the royal victim, who entered the 
saloon leaniu|[ on the arm of the count d’Essen ; 
his majesty's countenance was as usual, cheerful 
and animated, and he seemed to be discoursing 
on some gay subject with the count. Although 
the countenance of Gu^tavus bore no trace of the 
impression produced by the anonjmious letter, its 
warning was evidently uppermost; for almost as 
. socfti as he had arrived in the grand saloon, he said 
td^tlie count, “ 1 was right in treating the leUei 
with ‘contempt: if tlicre had existed any plot 
against my life, it would have been executed be- 
fore 1 arrived at this place,” The count bowed, 
and said with great gravity, “ May your majesty's 
opinion be verified.” Many an angry countenance 
burning with deadly in-dlice, was fixed upon the 
king, whose quick and piercing eye caught a 
glance that awakened all his apprehensions, In- 
, stantly he determined to retire, and was actually 
making his way through tlic, masked crowd, hold- 
ing tlic Prussian nunister,;by his arm, when he 
felt himself obstruct^^®d vsurrounded. The 
chief conspirators to his person, and 

th^ inserted tjhemsfelves between the king and 
has c^mftan^. r lie" feU himself borne along, and 
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attempted to make a stand near a scene, towards 
which he turned his back ; behind this scene the 
cautious and inflexible Ankarsirora took his stand. 
Nothiiig could be more calm or collected than his 
carriage ; not a nerve shook, not a pang touched 
his heart: in order that his victim might not 
escape, nor any other individual j:jprish by mis- 
take, whilst his right hand grasped the fatal 
pistol, with his left he touched the king on his left 
shoiilder, who quickly turning his head to see by 
whom that freedom was taken, removed all doubt 
as to his identity, and thtm placing the muzzle of 
the pistol against his loins, he pulled flu' fatal 
trigger. The moment the report was heard, he 
cons])irators .shouted “ Ftre! fin:!" as loud as 
.'.ible, lo create confusion, and afford Ankaptrojn 
an opportunity of getting rid of the, weapons he 
liad about his person, aud the ccnispiraturs to 
escape. The assassin did not, however, retire, 
hut seeing the king yet erect, he gra.sjjod the 
notched and jagged pointed knife to pKinge its 
blade into his body, when the [uirpose was 
jjrevented by seeing the king fall. Onlj a few 
moments elapsed between Ankarslrom's pulling 
the trigger and grasping the knife ; but even that * 
pause filled the conspirators with alarm le.st the 
king should have escaped without a mortal 
wound. Count d'Kssen, the king’s grand eciuerry, 
the inslaut he heard the report of the pistol, 
called in a loud voice to the guards at the doors, 
to close them, and suffer no person to depart. 
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The king's attendants hastened round Iiiin to 
bear him to a couch, which was soon stained by 
’ tJie blood that issued from his wound. Mean- 
time the utmost confusion prevailed in the saloon, 
during which An|:arstrom let fall the weapons he 
had concealed. The report soon got abroad that 
the king, was jnurdered in the opera house; all the 
avenues were filled with military, and the whole 
edifice surrounded, j'linidst this dreadful uproar, 
the wounded king displayed the utmost cothpo- 
surc and presence of mind. As soon as be could 
make himself heard, which, at first, was not pos- 
sible, he gave orders for the city gates to bo 
clo.scd ; and addreising himself to the foreign 
'"tt^nisters who crowded round him, he said to 
them “ I have given orders, gentlemen, that the 
gates of the city shall be kept slnil for three day.s, 
during which time you will not f)C able to dispatch 
couriers to your respective courts ; hut, your in- 
telligence will be the more certain, as by that 
time it will probably be ascertained whether or 
not I can survive!”— -Duriitg the time he was 
speaking, the cold sweat that rose on his pallid 
face, plainly denoted the excess of agony lie en- 
‘dured ; meantime he directed that the most prompt 
and decisive measures sliould be adopted for the 
discovery of the assassin. Every person in the 
saloon, without exception, were required to take 
off their masks, to submit to be searched for con- 
cealed weapons, and to write their names and 
additions in books prepared for that purpose. 
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Either by chance or design, it happened that 
Ankarstrom was the very last person called upon 
to write his name. The chamberlain Benzelstjerna, . 
stood opposite, as if to observe his manner and 
countenance. Captain Ankarstrom advanced in 
the most firm and collec;tcd mafiner ; and having 
wrote his name, &c. he said in a cool and mild 
tone — “Have you any thing further. Sir, to re- 
quire of me T’ “ Nothing more,” said the cham- 
berlain in rej)ly. They bowed to each other, and 
Ankarstrom then walked deliberately to tlie aijte- 
rooms, where he put on hisJjjelisse and fur ea[>, and 
went directly home. Retiring to his bed-rborn, the 
murderer bent his knee, and irier< ilcss as he had 
proved himself Ity the tlecd just conmiitledt hp^ 
prayed earnestly for mercy from his Creaif^r, 
acknowledged tlie heinous nature of his offence 
in shedding the blood of a fellow-creature, whilst 
the tears poured in profusion down his cheeks. 
At the conclusion of his prayers, he t*N:ci:iiiued, 

“ By this act, I destroy myself and injure my 
i'araily ; but I shall save the lives of many thou- 
sands whom this monster would ha\c led to 
slaughter in distant lands; and, 1 trust, I have 
rescued my country from destruction!” Having, 
thus relieved his over-fraught heart, he assumed 
his usual manner; Ordered his servant to bring 
him a biscuit and -a glass of wine and v^ aicr, and 
then, with every external mark of tranquillity, 
retired to bed, perhafis to repose. Such was the 
conduct of Captain Ankarstrom, after having 
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wounded the king in the dastardly way de- 
scribed. 

' The king's surgeons having examined the 
wound, and the direction in which the pistol had 
been fired, saw at once how small was the chance 
of iheir royal patient's;, recovery. During this 
oreraiion that was excruciatingly painful, the king 
displayed that intense fortitude which few mor- 
tals ever possessed in a higher degree. As the 
surgeon ap])lied his probe, the king thought his 
hand shook : suppressing the sense of pain, he 
said with a firm voiife, “ Do not suHer your 
sorrow to affect your hand ! Remember, Sir, 
it is not j)ussible 1 can survive if the balls are 

- 4 Iol' extracted." — The surgeon paused a moment, 
if to collect all his courage, and extracted' 
a ball' and some .slugs. On his w^ay from his pa- 
lace to the opera-house a few hours before, Gustavus 
stepped li'.'htly. d(jwn. the broad flight.s of granite 
stairs to live vestibule below. He wa.s now carried 
slowly back, stretched on a litter borne on the 
shoulders of grenadiers, whose slightest motion 
gave him inexpressible pain. Like the palace 
itself, the grand stair-case is of stupendous dimen- 

. sions. The massive balustrades are composed 
of polisiied marble; the broad steps of hewn 
granite ; and the ornaments of colossal propor- 
tions, fimdy drawn and executed, are in . strict 
conformity to the vast and beautiful outline of 
this grand edifice. The king's unwieldly state- 
coach, with a triple row of guards oa either 
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side, might, apparently, have ascended. Although 
the portals were closed as soon as the king had 
entered, and none but courtiers and soldiers • 
admitted, and even those not without selection, 
the whole of the colossal stairs were crowded 
to excess. Not a few of, the ministers were clad 
in state dresses ; and most of the courtiers and 
household officers still had on the fanciful , robes 
worn at the fatal masquerade. This great diver- 
sity of splendid costume, the melancholy state 
of the king, stretched on the bier, laying on his 
side, his pale face resting! on his right-hand, his 
features expressive of pain subdued by foriitudCi 
the varied countenaaoes of the surrounding throng, 
wherein grief, consternation, and dismay 
forcibly depicted ; the blaze of numerous t<jrcK!es 
and dambeanx borne aloft by the military ; the 
glitter of burnished helmets, euibroidered and 
spangled robes, mixed with the flashes of drawn 
sabres and fixed bayonets; the strong and con- 
densed light thrown on the king's figure, counte- 
nance, litter, and surrounding group; the deep, 
dark masses of shade that seemed to flitter high 
above and far below the principal group, and 
the occasional illumination of the vast and mag- • 
nificent outline of the structure, formed, on the 
whole, a spectacle more grand, imipressivc, and 
picturesque, than any state or ihealriciii proces- 
sion, on the arrangement of which the tasteful 
Gustavus had ever been engaged. In the midst 
of excruciating agonies his eyes lost not their 



176' - OUSTAVUS TH£ TlllHO. 

brilliancy, and his finely expressiTe features dis- 
played the triumph of fortitude over pain. Terrible 
and sudden as was this disaster, it did not de- 
prive him of self-possession ; he seemed more 
affected by the tears that trickled down the hard 
yet softened features <9f the veterans who had 
fiiught by his side, than by the wound that too 
proljably would soon end his life. As the bearers 
of the royal litter ascended from flight to flight he 
raised his head, evidently to obtain a better view 
of the grand spectacle of which he formed the cen- 
tral, and principal obj^t. When he arrived at the 
grand gallery level with the state apartments, he 
made a sign with his hand that the bearers should 
-strait, and looking wistfully around him, he said to 
Baron Armfelt (who wept and sobbed aloud), " bow 
strange it is I should rush upon my fate after 
the recent warnings I had received ! My mind 
foreboded evil ; I went reluctantly, impelled as 
it were by an invisible hand ! — I am fully per- 
suaded when a man s hour is come, it is in vain 
he strives to elude it!” After a short pause, he 
continued, “ perhaps my hour is not yet arrived ; 
I would willingly live, but am not afraid to die. 
If I survive, I may yet trip down these flights of 
steps again ; — ^and if I die — ^why then, inclosed in 
my coffin, my next descent will be on my road 
pathe Gustavianska graf i Riddarbolm Kyrkan.”* 
/TJustavus spoke slowly, and in a low tone of voice. 


* To the Gintavian Afainolcura in Riddarbolm Cbureb. 
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The pause was awful : every one seemed anxious 
in the extreme to catch a view of his person, or even 
the most distant murmur of his voice, and not a 
tearless eye was to be seen. Several of the prin- 
cipal characters holding a torch in their left-hand, 
threw their cloaks over their face with their ri^t 
to conceal their excessive emotion, (justavus was, 
perhaps, the most collected of the motley throng ; 
and as soon as the violence of feeling had a little 
subsided he gave the signal to proceed. The lofty 
folding doors of the grand sdoon were then thrown 
open, which were closed ik soon as the principal 
persons had passed within, and the mournful f-aval- 
cade proceeded through the magnificent suite of 
state apartments to the royal bed-chamber, where* 
the litter was gently rested, and the king care- 
(ully lifted to the couch whence he arose no more! 

Aftet Gustavus had rested about two hours, at 
ins express command, and contrary to the advice 
of his phy.sician and surgeons, and to the cntreatie.«i 
of his brother, the Duke Charles, of Soderman- 
lund, the list of persons who had beeu present at 
the masquerade was read to him by Baron Armfelt. 
During this time the surgeons and attendants 
were ordered to retire, and the king commanded ' 
Armfelt to mark with a pencil such names as he 
suspected. Before tlie latter began to read, the 
king said, “ tell rad, my dear Armfelt. is the name 
of Ankarstrmi amongst them V' “Yes, sire,” the 
minion replied, “ and tiie very last name upon the 
list!” The king looked gloomy, shook his head. 
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and said, “ my mind forbodcs that that man has hcc/i 
my murderer” 

‘ Whilst wild afright and deep dismay prevailed 
throughout the vast extent of the royal palace, 
all the avenues to which were strongly guarded ; 
as day-light approached the alarm extended 
itrtelf to.ever^- quarter, and Stockholm presented 
the appearance of a populous city about to be 
suddenly invested by a powerful enemy. 

Not only were the gates shut, but guarded by 
loaded cannon ; and cannon were also placed in 
the principal avenues leading towards the palace, 
and the gunners attended with lighted matches. 
Strong parties of horse and foot soldiers paraded 
—the streets. Ere morning dawned, the news was 
spread from one extremity of Stockholm to the 
other, that the king had been assassinated the 
preceding night. The shock thus given to public 
feeling was very great; and notwithstanding all 
the errors of the king, and the marked unpopularity 
of tlie wgr that he was about to wage ; to the credit 
of the Swedes, sorrow for the king, indignation 
and rage against the assassins, were the predomi- 
nant emotions. Thousands and tens of tbousand.s 
• of Swedes were radically disgusted by tlie king’s 
inordinate and restless ambition, and who might, 
if the conspirators had openly taken up arifts, 
have joined the standard of insurrection ; but they 
ahlorred assassination, and would rather have 
supported Gustavus and have endured all the 
calamities in which he might have involved his 


/■ 
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country, than have removed him by such foul and 
dastardly means. 

Even in the grand saloon of the opera-house, 
suspicion fell upon those noblemeh prpsent, vrhose 
opinions were known to be most hostile to the 
king’s government and politics. 'Gustavus recol- 
lecting the mysterious or equivocal expressions 
used by Baron Bjelke, suspected him ; and the 
anonyn;ous letter was imputed to Colonel Lille-' 
horn. But the most certain and direct clue to 
the actual assassin was furnished by the weapons 
found on the floor of the salpon. The pistols were 
recognised by the gunsmith, who had repaired 
them ; the knife by the cutler that had sold it, 
and both referred to the same individual, naindy, , 
Captain Ankarstrom ! — ^Whenhe was ordered to*be 
taken into custody, the officers ot justice ex:pt?cted 
and were prepared for a desperate resistance. He 
saw. them approach ; he rose unarmed to meet 
them, paying in a mild tone of voice, “ Y ou may 
approach safely,— I know your errand; 1 hstve 
done w/y duty, you may do yours.”-— A temporary 
regency having been appointed, General Baron 
Armfelt was one of the members; but not the 
duke of Sodermanland,- not Sophia Magdalena, 
— nor even the youu§ crown, prince himself, 
shewed such marks of extravagant grief, as that 
wicked and perfidious minion. When Ankarstrom 
was under his first examination, Armfelt asked 
the name of his accomplices, threatening him with 
the most terrible of tortures if be refused to con- 
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fess. The prisoner stood with ftis arms folded,- and 
his head erect ; his features shewed that sort of 
. gloomy fliTnncss that fears neither torture nor death. 
Hearing Armfelt’s threat, he turned full upon 
the speaker, and eyeing him with ineffable disdain, 
said slowly aud\cornfully, “ Presume not, auda- 
cious criminal, toexpect I shall obey thee. It was 
thy polluted Example and contagious vileness that 
rendered Uie unfortunate king false to his oath, 
— that initiated him in crimes unknown on Swedish 
ground, — that rendered him a stain to manhood, 
and a scourge to his people.”' — “ Silence! audacious 
traitor,” fiercely exclaimed the emraged jArmfelt. 
“thou art the murderer of the best and most 
virtuous of kings ; terrible is thy guilt, and 
t^'rible shall be thy punishment,” — In a tone of 
exultation, the enthusiast replied, “ Tlim art that 
which I am called ! thy name is already a term of 
reproach, and never shall thy bones mingle with 
Swedish earth ! The babe unborn shall bless my 
hand for the deed it hath performed. 1 have 
voluntarily sacrificed my self to rid nature of a mon- 
ster, and my suffering country of a perjured tyrant !" 
—His manner seemed almost to awe the officers 
of justice ; it was evident that he had wrought his 
mind to such a degree of enthusiasm, that he con- 
sidered the deed as one acceptable to God, and 
beneficial to mail. Yet the mode in which he had 
executed his dire project, was marked by peculiar 
cruelty and cowardice. Rusty, nails were put into 
the pistol, the wounds iiffiicted by which are pccu- 
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liarly dangerous, from being so much toore liable to 
gangrene. A deep indentation was made with a 
file, slanting towards the point of the knife,*<htend- • 
ing, if he had plunged it into theDOi^ of his vic- 
tim, to have turned it in the wound, and have 
thereby caused such lacejration & should prove 
incurable: and he shot his victim in the back! 
His motive for adopting these horriS and malig- 
nant plans, certainly mi^t, as he alleged, be 
grounded in the importance he attached to the 
effectual destruction of the king. Ankarstrom 
observed, that he had takeyi no precaution for bis 
own safety, neither by concealment nor flight ; 
but, if he had previously intended to sufier the 
punishment due to the act, how came it he did . 
not give himself up in the opera-house, and avcAv 
tlie deed as soon as it was j)erpetrated ? He rftight, 
indeed, wish to favor the escape of his friends 
who were in the saloon. He admitted lus own 
criminality; he openly exulted in its success; but 
most firmly exculpated every other person, and 
if Colonel Lillehorn had not betrayed the whole 
of the active conspirators, Ankarstrom would pro- 
bably have been the only criminal on whose head 
the Strok e of j ustice could have alighted . Between . 
the first and second cx&mination, M. Lillesparre, 

. the minister of police, ’gave orders that Ankarstrom 
should not be allowed cither knife, fork, or 
any thing whereby he might destroy himself. 
Upon his next examination, he dreAv a lancet 
from the sleeve of his pelisse, which he handed to 
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Lillesparre, saying, “Behold hojv futile would 
all your precautions have proved, if my band had 
not beta restrained by religion from atteropti^ng 
suicide. B, might have escaped your power aiid 
your vengeanh;^; but my firm reliance on Chtisti- 
anity, and on another, and a better world, has 
taught me that 1 am a sinner, and t must suHB^r 
for my sins.*^ The law of God aud man require 
my death on the Scaffold, and I am content to 
meet my doom." Surprised at this conduct, M. 
Lillesparre gave secret orders to discover, if possi- 
ble, by whom this instrument had been handed to 
the prisoner : but all inquiries proved useless. 
This lancet had been handed to him in pri-sson, from 
Baron Bjelke, by a trusty agent, who belonged to 
the police. By drawing the lancet across a jugu- 
lar artery, Baron Bjelke intimated the dreadful 
purpose to whicli he expected aud wished it should 
be applied by Ankarstrom. 

Baron Bjelke was in the saloon when Gu.staMis 
received his death wound ; he saw him fiUl, and 
he secretly rejoiced as he heard the surgeon, in 
an antc-chamber, say, he had no hope whatever 
that the king could recover. He accompanied the 
king back to the great palace, to glean all the inlelJi- 
gence he could for the inlonnation of his accom- 
jilices. When Baron Bjclk'e wds denounced by • 
Lil|ehorn, the king was greatly affected, well re- 
membering how artfully this traitor had excited 
him to go fortli aud meet his fate. The iudignation 
of the lii/ig's friend, (us Arrafelt and other minions. 
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his worit euemies/were called) nrjap $[0^38 vivid 
a^inst Baron BjeUce tilian Ankatalmrol ba^ron 

well informed of every thing inten^^|dr^^<i, 
just before his own arrest, swidlft^^ a dose of 
poison, and sept the lancet to AohjiM^om. At 
moment the baron was brought before the minister 
of polme as a state prisoner, Annfelt was present. 
When lie was asked if he were privy to thp con- 
spiracy formed against the king» he relied in a tone 
of savage triumph, ** Aye ! I sent the ihonsmr tp 
the masquerade ; the blessed band of Ankarstrom 
gt(ye him his passport to eternity.” Armfeit, pale 
with rage and dismay, said hercely, “ Confess who 
else was concerned in, the murder, or the rack shall 
tear tliee limb fro^in limb.” With a ghastly smile 
expressi^ e of intense scorn and inextinguishable 
hatred, his features distorted and blackened by con- 
vulsion, Baron Bjelke fixed his glaring eye balls on 
Armfeit, and exclaimed in a voice horribly disso- 
nant, ** Caitiff! I defy thee! the hand of death is 
already strong upon me; my secrets die with me: 
my friends live to revenge on thee !” Wiih these 
words he fell, and presently expired ; writhing in 
horrible agonies, foaming at the mouth, his eye- 
balls almost starting from their sockets At this 
sight, an indiscribable horror seized on every one 
present, Armfeit, pale, and trembling, ordered 
the corpse to be instantly cast out of the room ; 
which, being tlirown upon a conimou sledge, t^'as 
drawn to the place of e:^qcutton, and there ex- 
posed on a ^tage to pt^biic view, and afterwards 

VOL. IJ. ’■ ‘ Pf ' 
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buiied under the gallows ; wHfere; however, it did 
not, long remain, but was privattely removed, and 
interrfc4,^» ednseoraled earth. The Counts Cla*B 
Irederieksenr45;.rn, and Adolf Ludwag Ribbing, 
Bardn Carl B^ettavard, Jacob Von Eagerstip®'; 
Major Von Hemansdorff, General Baron Peclilin, 
and a petty judge: named Nordcl, ,Wfefe the ehief 
persons arrei^led, (exclusive of Cayitain Ankarstrom 
and Baron Bjelke), nnd chiefiy on the information 
obtained from Lieutenant-Colonel Carl Pontus 
Lillehom. 

Aiikarstroin was secretly inforrhed by Bsarbn 
Bjelke of the treachery committed by C’oloncl 
Lillehom. He shed tears profusely, bitterly be- 
wailing the destruction it would bring upon his 
fiends and accomplices. And as if be were more 
ashamed of a falsehood having escaped his lips, 
than an act of assassination performed by his hand, 
he seized the earliest opportunity to inveigh with 
much bitterness against Colonel Lillehorp for hav- 
ing sanctioned every project formed against the 
apparently for no other purpose but to de- 
stroy those whom he betrayed. Ankarstrom apo^ 
logiaed for his former declaration, by avowmg that 
he had himself been the principal instigator of his 
noble accomplices, and he wished to have been 
the only vic tim of offended justice. Ho then 
confirmed most of the partityilars that had been 
already proved by incontrovertible evidence; but 
nothing could extort any thing additional.' U was 
repeatedly attempted to wring’ frotp hia lipa some 
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coiifirmSLticiin of thie'Eiuspieioai^H^ffit^l^iBd ag^net 
G^eral Baron PecMin, bat ia»vaibi^'. 4^ 
theiie oxaminatioiis, a paper wa» ■* 

lajfidf at StockiidliTii, which had'^rtiSB^wriltoi4’;tii^^ 
Atiitarstrom;' which is suh^oined.^yiflt is 

, -;■ ,■.)■■ • . , v/y;, ' 

^ & JPnpeih nirculafjed cU Btockhaolmli^^ id' tks 

; qf J^hn Jat»^ Aprkar^$mm^i,i^ r':,- 


1 -Kotv iliiPl'ftftding J wiftu aKked, 'at nsj^ 
iaJiK^ f^baiiQkbt^r of polici% if 1 hail or was pmy to 

tht* aiionymona letter which :wa.s sent to the *Umg» tb$ 
cvenijjsg preceding the uip,fqr tuna te tpaf5quei:a<i(^ ; and 
which lc?tter was to this effect 1 aJtt cerlaiuly dihsatis^ 
fiec! wub your government; i cannot, howerer, apprdw 
of the shocking plan which is to be put in practice 
against you this night ai the masquehido. 1 tbereif&re* 
beg of j"ou not to go tliere; it was intended to have l)i#a 
(‘Xecuted lust week ; but ns the masquerade wafts Iheia 
pos^pone^? it is rtwlved on for;tO'Uight/'*r--Jl denied, as 
well in the ebumber of polices aa afterward*^ 'before the 
Hoff Halt, having hud any accomplice in that shocking 
action* lint, when 1 was lust Monday evening taken 
be fore LiUcsparre (ebiof of police), to be again eau^ipmed, 

I wUs informed that the person who hud written the 
letter was iirmsted. Some ItfUers which 1 had writ- 
ten to Count Horn, w-^ere $howo to nie ; also a cutlaiiUs, 
wh'Ch Uie^couixt had borrowed, and aonie otb<^r matters 
that he had disclosed; all w^hioh I acknowledged. Fwas 
afterwards informed tliaj ih® cownt was under arrest, 
his residence had ht?oo seafohed ; which circum- 
stancc ^led me to IwJjove, bo had confessed the whole 
tiffutr: it if was not bo, the whole was betrayed by the 
aitrthot of the inorfymous letter. I say i 
for if he had acted wili^ cahddr, be would have dissuaded 
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interesting doewnient. The &anner in ^hich he 
speaks of the acthe had committed, shews that hfe 
considered it as a great offence. Thi? original ma- 
nuscript co^t^cd much mure raattef than appears 

V 

us from such a step, and*, without being compelled, he 
would not have discovered it, Theae reasons convinced 
mOt that all fifither concealment would be useless : I ihall 
therefore candidly state my reasons for undertaking that 
shocking action, 

“ la the year 1789, when inthmous pasquinades vrere 
permitted to be pttbHsbed against the army and its 
oflBcers, tlie violence used by tire king towards the mem- 
bers of the diet, and others of his subjects, must certainly 
have aroused the indignation of every Swede not rendered 
callous by self-interest These acts produced loud mur- 
ntcirs ; the act otsqfrfy, (fdrsnkrings act), followed, which 
annuhed every article in the constitution of 1772, by 
which the p<nv<’r of the king was limited. EAclasii?e of 
the rerenrie of the crown, the king, at every diet, obtained 
money of his subjects; notwithstanding which, an enor- 
mous debt was brought forward, wiiich the kihg had in- 
curred ; and finally, be went to the hall of the nobles, with 
the view of obtaining their consent to Ibe payment; having 
found by experience, that ^e marshal of the diet, imtwith- 
standing the infamous measures to which he had recourse, 
/tR>uld nut influence the nobles to agree to any grant for an 
uniilhiited time ; and although the king went to the' hall, 
followed by a lawless rabble,, who had been treated with 
atrong liquors at the king’s expense, who filled die streets 
and squares of the city with noi^ and uproar, rutihing 
into the house when the king approached, so that it was 
with the utmost difficulty the rabble Jwere prevehifed from 
gfettiz% into (he hhll itself ; the qu^bn was answered 
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in tliatVKicH waspirculatc^. tn ^efo^^r, ^ we^t 
into tiie history of tWsQ trsmsactioifts whij^jiffirst ^ 
created that |>ersonal enmity he felt_toR^d3 the 
king; the wirdiigs and insults lie ha<i>maured from 

witli more than «»*?/«- , Ji' eopseqocncj? of which# 
many mcntber* desired it, niighl he pot io ibe yote^ but H 
looked jiipoii by the court party as granted. Some 
of the members of the diet ^Tero kj^rwards coufiiijpd io 
different castles, without any one ‘kpovriTag for what rek* 
son. As (*> those who were reltuiuK’^ it sfOR to be rfrei\^ 
a«a favor conferred on the nobility generally, and » hem- 
selves personally. AH this, and much more wa.'? done, 
after one of thegjeatest offences tibe king could commit, said 
whic-b w as a completij violation of the constitution, naiooiy, 
eommeuci/ig a war without the. consent of the stores, e^A 
without Kullicient reason. These things could not fail.jto 
producc,gteut uneasincs-s lu the public mind, and hostile 
foehiigs against the person who had practised them, in the 
breast of every om* w ho had sense to feel for the safety 
and liberjy of, his felloW-citijEens; especially when ret^. 
dcrod siUl more disgusting when emanating from'* a king 
who is resi>r;cted, esteemed, ami of consequence on ao 
muni, pf the tialion 61/ toAom he iaimintained'; for a kibg 
is in himself onltj 0 ginnery but has the couhdeace of the 
nation to respect the laws, liberty Md saffty ; and of 
c.Qurse to take care lhat th|ng8 are properly conducted 
■when the representatives of the nation are not ^sembled, 
■^hia.viqlatiQj} by the king of all the duties, of his ofiBce^ 
fifled.every mind, with 'melancholy refiecjtions, and totally 
alienated my affections from the kjiig. My aversion 

still •farther increased, so many thousaadi m 

my feBp^-CQ«ntiy^^>'>xiisigi!md , to a premature grave, 
by mur^r rather 4 n» combat; and my fellow-cihaens 
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i^iat sourceraniij the mafeuvrei Ijy he had 
feecir^ arraigned, and bis cohdfemnhti^ procili’fed} 
tliose liowevev, ornittedi' iand the rhat 

was, piyhao^; inutilaled. .? : ; 

pppresseii liy iat^)lcra^j' 'rraats and '^xps, and fninpd bj 
aU to ^ain wWt 'aas culled froia the 
lhrom>, a giurims ywei Unless aud expensive jourhies 
into foreign parts were (indcrtakejp, w*hieh consumed enor- 
mous tnasuH'; and loans were d'ade to a still larger 
auiomit. When ly these acts of folly and" profijsjou, we 
Were reduced to the most iihfprtutmto oonditj^m : only 
///rcf! vtvf ks before its eommenot-meal, a diet, was prot 
claimed ; so that ulertioas and journics were (ihiiged to be 

)' '' , I II-,' ’ 

wiib tbt; iitiuost haste wiihout udecjuaU* boock- 
* jjity. Besides v\ hu'b the king adopted every j>oi> 3 il)(e meaBS 
of preventing the iiuieja^ndeiii aad well-in I’ornud (Voia 
attendin.c the diet, whieh was apponned to be fa^fld at a 
remote place, lliat it might expensive and iucoiiveuient 
to the nuh pendent members; and also to requde toe eili- 
zens oi' Mockholm lot tlieir indefaliuabie /,oal mid expeiiK^* 
during .this war, wliich \'^as very groat, by wliieh moans 
the (iobtsi^of the state wouM be iucroHsed, 

Those fAcls forced the following reflections' du my 
mind; — Ciin‘!ie fit king of the '"country who is capable of 
violating the oath ho took to the people, to observe, to 
* govern by, and ;o romj»ly with the constitution he seiUed 
in 1772; which ibis same kmg bad bhuself drawn up; 
which the nation received wilboat altWatiou'; and by 
whom the nation is deprived of its safltigtiard? jutfad 
juiswered no 1 nm cimohirM that fnj uU lav:i<, human 
or i/fwiMC, f/fe murJerar, /kefafsc-Hwedrer, "tlir. tm^fordf 
ihe laws, cun mber 6s our kiug f'm soon us 'libe king 
has violated his oath and. covenant in one instance, Me 
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Meaw^e, tlie iforieij^ n^iaterjs.ati5$|>cJ^ 
particularly the ^ Spanish and P^sslan^'^ rer^ 
,at,mt^ a^^ain^.^eing de1?arrcd from 
couriers to tiieir respective the latter 


iehok cm^paci ctasf^tH the p^ple swore that jf the king 
governed i^cordiiig fe^the coastitutibn, tbby w-iU regard 
and rereive him as, their king, and be*faitbfti| to Ifito. 
In one sectioB of the coustitation bif’ 1^, there are words 
to the following purport^' via. ‘‘ whoever epdeavoufs to 
change or overtttm iihis fandamentat h^w, shaH he looked 
on as an enemy to his country .^'-^%lien the atfof saj^fy 
was passed, and the king goveihed' kecordiiig to that 
act; and no longer by the csohstiUition of (he king 
convictod himself of being an enemy to bis people and his 
kingdom : in consequence he is ikdr memy ; and as’it is 
the duly of every man in society <o endeavour to defend 
his fellow -citiaons from such as commit vioienrr upon the 
person or properly of his neighbour; and when (here is 
no legal remedy, no means to arraign or piihish by ihe 
law, it beConx'S lawful to oppoM violence by violence. 
These reflections determineci me shortly after Christmas 
to kili Ihe king. I did not depend upon any "one else, 
nor lay any plan ; I, however, rejQectcc] ayirli, whether 
the king might not by fair moans be brought to govern 
with mildness, and according (q the law'; the reasons 
v’hicU forbade this hope wtye, that, to el^bet this plan,, 
a number of persons would have beem necessary, which 
would , have caused a disepyery, and put us all in the 
, same unfortunate situation as, the offleers of Finland, 
.withput doing any ‘good. The king, was more than 
gracipus to indjyidnals ; but whenauy (lung was remiuied 
or ili|i^iled upon WA| indispeusible to the phbjhb 
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(immidcd a passport, witicfe it' was isot ifioiiglit 
ailtvisable to^ withhold, lli wafs in vaiof that bf’lle* 
''tins wll€ jmblishcdl, hiding out OhijBhre hopes tKff* 
the kiug's leoovery. Scenaed' 

welfare, he became angry, m every thing was to be dtthe 
according to his will and pleasure, no matter how 
pr^NUdieial, whibb 1 judged, to be the case from what bad‘ 
faaj^eaed in 1789. tbet^efere, iiotight it best, to risk 
my life for the public good : I valued as nothing dragging 
on a miserable exis^Oe for ten years longer when com* 
pared with the pleasure of making a nation happy. My 
own mi.sfortunes which happened, at the fmd- of the year 
1790 and 1791, together with those refiectioms and wishes 
for the public happiness, made me determine to devote 
myself rather than suffer a miserable existence, and 
bebfcld my native Country overwhelmed with new 
calamities arising from a wicked and Selfish despot. This 
rendered my otherwise tender heart itisensiblh to ib» 
horror of thiS dreadful action.” 

Bxtrii'cb from ike minulen of the sentences, pronounce 
oto ^rsms convicted of kafriiig beeh conceffttd ifi 
a bonspii£t< 0 ii agaikst (riisiamis the Third:, ietkenai 
the palace of ikotUngholm, 1 5th 4agnst, 1792, 

CJ^mots Claes Ifredericksmi Horn, and H^dolf ImdvigBib-' 
* , .bing, to forfeit their nobility, to be declared iafamous, 
to have thair right band cut off, and be beheaded and 

Lieut. CploneJ Carl PontwsLillehofnvBwrpo Carl Ehrens* 
ward, to be declared iafemous, fe lose their Aohildy* 
and be beheaded, ■ . , • , 
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to anticipate this nMuicemtre, by the oare he took 
to i^ead' abroad the horrid fact, that te 
r loaded the i^tol with rusty miHsyivk <ysA^ 1^ pre-^ 
veat the pcwstbility of a cure: he should 

fail ill his intention of killing the^ng upon the 
spot , ( 

Jacob V4n, EngerstrodBt, to lose bis oUbility* knight 
.j; :hood, o^ce, and be c/^tned during life in some' 
;■ fortress. ■ , , 

Major Christopher Voo Hermaksdesrili to lose his ma- 
jority^, and be confined one year, , 

The Magistrate Nftrdell, not adjudged, 

Baron Fechlin, to be confined at Marstrnnd, and ex- 
horted by the clergy to confoss, 

• 

“ As vre, at the death-bed of bis late majesty, dis- 
coursed rritli him relative to hLs recent misfortune, and 
the important couscquences arising from it, bis majesty, 
whose tender heart was always ready to pardon, was 
pleased to dedarp, that (he thoughts of the punishment, 
h»>wever well deserved, which awaited those coucerued in 
the crime, afflicted him very much, even luorjKlbau his 
own sufferings ; adding, that he should not, be released 
from those agoniaiwg reflections till we bad p|omised, nay, 
sworn lo iiim by our fraternal love and princely honor, 
thet in case of his death, we -Would suffer bis last request 
to bc^arHeil into full effect, nameiv, to sbVe the lives of 

t \ , T i ' 

those unfortunate subjects, vrho had been so forgetful of 
timir allegiance. Moved even to tears by so generous a 
aolieiftidc, I itentored, nevertheless, to expostulate, and 
repifeatoted to hie miijegty, that neither the law's of God 
nor man would admit nor suffer that so atrocious a Cfime 
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MeanwlMle, the situation of (iust|5;^s was, in 
, iy-er^’ respect, supremely wretched. He had pxo- 
videoha^ heir to his throne, by,iupfl|Us svich ,t>if»^^ 
perhaps* attempted by any p^e^ nw- 

sboirid csj'ape the terrible {>nnishaieQt so well merited; 
and that the honor of the Swedish name, as well as the 
public safety, *absoluteIy required it. His late majesty, 
greatly moved by Uiese well meant representations, with 
pain declared that if the rigorous law of retaliation re- 
quired blood for blood, and his iDterces.sif>n, who was the 
person most conce.rned, was not sufTieient; and conse- 
quently that the criminal who had been unfortunate enough 
to lay violent hands on his person, could not possibly be 
spared from death, be then insisted that the death of tliis 
j^iudividuiil should be the only one which his dealh should 
oegasion ; giving their lives, to all the others who wo:^e 
aecusnd or concerned of participating in this crime wuih- 
out regard to their number, which, at that lime it had 
not b«‘ii possible to discover, or correctly ascertain. His 
majesty finally added, that it was not only his last re- 
quest to me as a brother, but his command as a king, for 
his poWi'.T (o pardon as long as he e.xisti'cl ••oiild neither 
vanish, nor (;ould he be deprived of it; r(s|uiriug from me 
at the same fime, the most solenin assuianws and sacred 
promises, which I neither could nor ought any longer 
refuse. This remarkahle and affecting converMliou which 
place's the generosity^and heart of Gnstavus tht 'fhird in 
the most advantageous light, and honors his memory 
even more than the victory of Svenk Sund, the founda- 
tion on which our gracious resblutton and vrill is to be 
laid. An a Christian, a subject, a brother, a man, we 
neither can nor ought to recede from the last,. qpmmands 
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narcfa. ; His brGth^ Clikries bad Acceded to 
the piatt';* but nw, the tbroiie ^as 
bekbttie vacant, and if his 'brother Tjkasfedi'lor' 
migiit legally cl'dim the crpwli^^l'b;Jf'pro^^ 

of a dying monar^. He had^ full ’ privil^e to grant a 
pardon in lus own case. When be was jp this world, his 
will was our law ; and his brother shall not be staiofd 
iiirith the reproach that be deceived him in, death, 

“ W<' declare therefore, and only in consequence of the 
reasons just given, that the well deserved capital punijsh-, 
ment to which the former Oounbi Claes Fredericksen ’ 
Horn, aiul Adolf Ludvig Ribbing; Lioutenauucofonel 
Pputiis Lill(*liorij, and Baron Carl. Frederick F.lirensward, 
who have born conilcnitied by the Swea lltiff Ratt^hall 
be changed into biiaisbnient for life, with the Jo.ss of theit 
nobility, and ail ('Iber privileges as citizens, lettii^g^em 
lie immediately escorted out of the limits, of itii injured 
native country, without the least hope of ever- being suf- 
fered to return to it ; forbidding Uiem at the same time, 
on pain of the death they have now escaped, to dare to 
inak,eany kind ofpetilioufor it; weleavetorepe^nceand 
tbe;ir awakened eonseience the charge of their further pu- 
nishment, c.oiivineod that such corroding ij:,'proaches and 
guilty lives will be for them a far heavier burden thau 
death itself. VVe. hasten also to let them be immediately 
banishe^, that, if it be possible, the remembrance of scr 
unheard-o1lk an act, may By, that means be effaced, and 
which by their detention.' in cnstlas within the kingdom, 
would constantly, ^th new fiction, reviye the memory 
of a misfortune., w’hich is of itself, without any addition, 
suffeciently hearf-b,reakiag. Let those criminals, there- 
fore, immediately and for ever withdraw from the confines 
of Sweden, whose peace and happiness they have de- 
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Ml ignominious exposure is saia to liave preyed 
mind Ip such a degree, that ^It iiicre^d 
*the ffevcsv^occasioned by liis wound^ and ' hii| ' 
mind \v^hdCT|H.'^ He talked incohe'rehtty of mat- 
tiers’ coniioctea’ with uie birth of me cro\vu prince, 
arid of a he Wten on 'il/tf«cAr, 

Armfelt, and Roscnstcin; rind in defiance of every 
pi*bcaution, tficse ravings of a disortlered mind 
were reported abroad. A direct application was 
made by the opposition noblps to. the duke of 
Sodermanland, to convene a diet, in case of the 
king’s death, stating, that if he would accept the 
constitution of 1772, with such additional restric- 
trictions as the aggressions of his unfortunate 
« 

strok’d; and to complete the lueasiire of their crimes and 
puniKhmeats, let them be informed that it was the king, 
against whose life they dared conspire, who, dying, ha* 
done good fmr eril, and given the lives of men by whom 
his own was taken. 

“ WiUi respect to the others who are accused of Uiis 
treason; bl&caose wc, in consequence of lus late most sacred 
majesty’s last brill and commands before recitqd, are not 
cutilled to mifigate the rigor of their sentence, neither can 
we in a case of this nature, permit onrseives to follow' the 
jnnate bias of ortr heart for cdemency 4nd mercy, but for 
this reosoti coniirm hereby the dhal sentence of the supreme 
court,* which bar been just read’; in consequence of which 
the counst'llor of chancery, vbn Engerstrpem, ik deprived 
of his post, and to be couSned for three y^rs. Major 
Hcrmansdbiff is also to lose his commission, arid be con* 
&a\id for one year ; the royal secretary, Vori Engerstroem, 
to be suspended from his office in the college of cbmiccry, 
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brot^ter 1)^ rendeVe4 necessary, t^ey ■vroul^ set 
as^e 'the succession oC tW crown jpimce, a|ii 
l^ye .him the crown. General Baron^ 
leatnt soffi^thing of . tlus ovj^ures . d^nd hav^ 
always had admission to hing’$"hedchami^» 
he wmdd, not regain, entreat^, from dis- 

tu^rbing the, king by so, painful a communication. 
His real object was, if possible, tP exclude thiS; 
duke froip the regency,; and by nominating those 
nohleB|en„who were his own partisans, to attain to 
the soverei^y in his own hands, and thereby to 
elevate himself in the eyes of the empress Catharine 
by the ruin of Sweden. 

' , 

for one year; Barqn PecfaUa (Major-general), to 
prisoned during pleasure, till he is brought to confess. 
But the magistrate, Nordell, according to the segt^ces 
of thie King’s bench and supreme court, is lenJircly ac« 
qtiiited. 

“ His royal highness was at the same time graciously 
pleased to order that the former counsellor of dhancery, 
Voh Engerstroem, should be confined in the„,«astie of 
Waxhoim; the late Major Vbu Hermahsdorfr, in (he 
castle of Malmo; and MajorCgeneraJ Baroj| Pecblin, iu 
the castle of Warborg.” 

, “ .^gned by N. Janoson, Fred,,Sparr? (lord chancel- 
'j[or) — G. A. Rmitedolm ; J;. Rt^berg. Carl 
Ufuer, Wpcfatmei^r, A. F- Kurk, E. 

Ruuth,—At t^e bottom: “ liet this be expe- 
dited.’’ ; Pfilace of Drottingholnj, 15th August, 
ITJlgj during my roost gracious king aud ipas-, 

. “ CUAiaEs/'.i 
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-Gustayus was vclieinently affected at tiie par- 
t^ulars commuisicated by Afinfelt. ! Ilift could hot 
itlH lus brother Charles was scut‘lbi', to Whom 


he- made . .solenm: and pathetic, whilst 

the paitiM etuoti<oniii:'by which his heart '\t'as tom, 
almost rendered his voij:e iharticulate. The duke 
was deeply affected at the ihelancholy condition 
of 'his brothef . He leaned towaiads him with every 
mark of powerful sympathy j ’ he pressed his fe. 
verish hand, bedewed it w'ith his tears, and x^adilv 
promised all that was required. Whether C 'sthvus 
, believed him or not, he seemed to be pacified, and 
became more oojnposed. They then conversed on 
the state ofpublic aftaim, and of the rc/eucy, w ‘'i ’i. 
thednke refused to accept, uiilcshhc wore appointed 
sol^ regent, and General Baron Armt ‘ -xek' i. d 
from all political power. Thekingtheniald tlicdukc 
what Armfelt bad communicated, and thfowing 
himself on the honor of his brothe.r, t i>:uhl y agreed 
to all which he had proposed. V. hen ihc duke left 
GustavijS, he went to attend a "nec i»ng of some of 

S, 

the leading nobles, telling them, in iho mo.«l de- 
cided tonejthat however grateful he might feel 
for their preference, he could not accept it. A 
. long conference ensued, and it was agreed that the 
war. agaimst Franco, should be totally ntlmquish- 
ed; the army reduced, and the fleets dismantled; 
the royal estahlishm<mt diminished ; the buildis^ 
of the grand palace at Haga, and the oathedml 
church k Stockholm abandoned^ that General 
Baron Armfeit should bo eadlud^ fiom 
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in tbe etate ; and as one of the conspimtors must 
snffer death, it should be Ankarstrom alone, Wt 
that Ids profSterty should descend to his ^childneii;^ 
and all the o.ther deliiiqoentsy^uld hav^ theUF 
lives and property saved, aha only be subjected 
to perpettKLl banishment, , ' 

The duke made these condltimis known to his 
dying brother : some of them w'ere v^ry unpalate- 
able, p.irticularly those which related to the neu- 
tralily, determined on, instead of the war in which 
he ha<' •■esoived to plunge Sweden. Without a 
pang Gufltavus acceded to the conditional pardon 
liemanded for the conspirators; as the ^aceabie 
,H(‘i-cf=sion the crown prince was thereby se- 
cured; aiid but. tor the remonstrances of Cotint, 
V» xiluiru'lster, and other high lavv authorities of 
Swetlcn. lie would have extended forgivenfess to 
AnkarMrou' hiiLself. These stipulations being 
arrangeu aixl nlified, the counts Brahe and Fersen 
waited upon llu fuig. A slight blush tinged the 
cheeks if Gus-turus when these noblenjen were 
conducted by duke Charles to hi.s lijed-side. 

V r 

Their manner was solemn and rc..‘ipcctful. If 
their hearts belied tbeir tongues, their features 
bespoke the most profound grief, and lively. 
aympatWj^ The kiug* was not behind hand in 
profcssiansr^lnl^feifttovoice, he said, “ J tan 
(limost rejoice fifit muai that kat Hntched m hei% 
and think its smart (mrfaid, srttce it has irmicilai 
me txrmy friatdsi’ . Gustavus was still the elegant 
gentleman, being ihe first in graceful attain- 
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neats as in rank ! How di€eient -were tlie kioks 
expressions^ that he now addressed to those 
r-SulSienien, liian when he brow-beat, insnlted, and 
reviled aoL refusing to hear therp speak, 
waved his hand, and averted his face, as a perenp* 
tory signal for them to withdraw ! No doubt his 
proud heart felt severely the necessity that im- 
pelled him thus to conciliate those whom he fe^ed 
and hated- It was, however, the only plan where- 
by he could hope to secure the throne of Sweden 
for the crown prince; and they assHted the king> 
on their word of honor, and in tlic most solenut 
manner, they would rci>el any attempt that might 
be made to exc lude his heir, i)rovi(led the articles 
agseed upon were faitiifuUy observed. The nobles 
the more ready for these concessions, from 
their apprehensions of the consequences of that 
revolutionary spirit which w'as rapidly spreading 
in Sweden, thinking, tlial if th(“ succession of the 
crown prince were set aside, attempts might be 
made ^ abolish both the monarchy and aristo- 
cracy, arid erect a republican government. Gus- 
tavus felt jgreatly relieved by the assurances 
given by those powerful noblemen. It made l^a 
mind much ea.sier regarding the succession of the 
crown prim e. He was seldom free firor^j^te 
excruciating tortures, and, perhaps, the rejections 
that pressed upon his troubled mind were still 
more agonizing. His sufferings were intense, hht 
they were borne with exemplary fortitude. As 
far as his melancholy condition sAntitt^, paid 
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attention to the adjustment of his affairs. A quan- 
tity of pajiers, that from the care taken to conc^l 
their contents, have since excited so maiiy cbnjee- * 
tures, both in Sweden and out ^'it, were carefully 
patched up and sealed with the king's private 
They were then depositet^ in an iron chest, that 
was placed on a stand near the side of the dying 
monarch's bed. He saw the whole jflaced therem 
by the hands of his brother. There were three 
locks g.n.d ns many keys to this mysterious chest: 
ohe of which, Giistavus handed to the duke, an- 
other to Count Wachtinci.sJ;er, the lord chancellor, 
and the third to the archbishop of Upsala ; each 
of whom set their seal above the respective key- 
holes ; and this ckjpository was then, as a security 
against tire, plac ed wuthia another ; and it wa.s^^^le 
king’s solemn injunction that it should not be 
opened until riFrv via its after his decease, and 
he ordered it to be deposited in the custody of 
the chancellor of the university of Upsala; and it 
was afterwards platted in the library.* 'I’lijalrans- 
action accordingly embittered the king's mind too 
much, and he became worse immediately after its 
termination. 

It appeared singular in the t yes of the king’s 
attendant?', that he would not admit the crown 
prince to iiis']5re7encV‘, \vhose inquiries as to the 

* Tht' circumstances aitciKlatit on this chest were btated \ pL i, 
P'43, al a time when a difierent arranffernent of this wus 
intended from that which been adopied, 
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69<tlse of hkdxcluawa were as toach^n|;),4shts#0r" 
s^at the melancholy condition of ^his supposed 
^^er,wa^h^rt<feit and sincere. Norwaseven the 
qiua^ adomled fby|he chamber of the king : the 
reiason assigned was, lest the violence of her grief 
should agitate and disturb him too much. All the 
science of the surgeons had been exerted in vain 
to extract thi iron nails that were known to have 
entered his body ; whilst the agonies their ejSbits 
occasioned were as terrible to endure as aay jatudi* 
ed tortures. The attendant physicians prescribe 
medicinds calculated to abate fever, and repel the 
tendency to mortification. On the morning of 
the 2Bth« that fearful symptom presented itself in 
its' most alarming form. The absorbent vessels 
had already taken the poison, and livid spots 
appeared about his loins : even his features were 
changed, as well as his voice. The chamberlain, 
Benaelstjerna, had the painful task of ooinrauni~ 
eating to the sufferer the hopelessness of his case, 
and tlm^ear ajiproach of leaih. The king seemed 
Butch affected at the declaration. “ How long 
is it possible that 1 can live ?" said he to Bern 
aelstjerna. — “ Would to God, sire, ’ he replied, 
I could restore you to kealUi by laying down my 
own life, you . should be* instantly ^ 

breaks my: hieart to say thk't twemty-four honc^ 
is , the utmost extent to whiph your majesty’s 
sufferings, can be protracted.” The faithful 
attendant covered his face, and wept. Son^flV 
is contagious:: nor was it wonderful, affgf the 
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dreadful torments Gustavus had endured, that 
his mind should begin to Idse its energy, .^T^d 
hii fortitude to forsake him. For the first 
he was seen to weep profusejjj^ and he bitteijly 
reproached himself for hid ill-spent life. He 
feelingly lamented the errors that had marked 
his reign ; his wandering mind recurred to 
the events' of his early fife, ere vice bad made 
a lodgment in his bosom; and it brought his 
. , illustrioas mother so forcftly to his memory, that 
he addressed her as if she had been living.— “ Ah 
madam," said he, “ if I had followed your exc|!j* 
lent council, 1 might have avoided this dreadfel 
death." Then he named a list of minions whose 
baseness he execrated and de[)lored, but ohi^y 
Armfelt, whom be also addressed as if he Mvere 
present, saying, “ Begone from my presence, thou 
vile parasite , begonel and never come more within 
my sight; from thy polluted example 1 leamt 
nothing but wickedness, and this is the end to 
which it has brought me." In this manijcfl wan- 
dering from one subject to another, the^king wept 
and raved till be became delirious, fie seemed 
to doze at intervals for a short time, but his 
distracted brain was still perturbed, and by the • 
di8torrionS..Qf hig, features, bis troubled dreams 
seemed to present ^tl6ing but frightful images. 
Every hour marked the progress of the deadly 
poison that had infected his mass of blood. 
About noon his understanding seemed more per- 
fect his agonies less severe. He then asked 

o2 
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to sec the Dolce Charles,,, his brothec. The latter, 
d^olved in lea^s, aniT almost speechless . from 
approached the bed and knelt Ijgr his side. 
Tlteir tear^ere mj^igled as Charles affectionately 
kiased tlie forcUead el" his dying bpther.,. The 
scene was too affecting for the attepdauts, who 
spontaneously withdrew to a greater distance, 
that their gricY might not dist iirb tlje royalbrolhcrs. 
The kiug desired they inight totally withdraw, and 
during upwards of aii hour Gustavos and,Qharles 
remained together alone. General Baron Arnifelt* 
d^ired to be admitted ; he w as told in an anti- 
chamber, that his royal highness, the duke, was with 
the king. The suspicious and arrogant minion still 
persisted, when the chamberlain, Benzelstjerna, 
told him he must not enter until he had fust 
received the king's commands. When the >vell-‘ 
known name was gently announced, tlie king 
exclaimed ; ArmJclt!~~\Yliat doe$ he want more 
of me! God grant I had never seen him ! Tell 
him that his dying king admonishes him to repent, 
and desires to he spared the pain of seeing him 
more; butt say also, that I forgive, and hope 
to be forgiven.” The chamberlain delivered this 
unwelcome message, and as Arinfelt heard it, the 
clieeks of the haughty minion assumed'a deadly 
paleness. *•, The king is deimousT^aid he, “ pr 1 
am imposed on, 1 insist on entering by virtue ;Of 
my otficc.” Pardon me,” said tlie chamberlfiin; 
“ the dnkfi Charles is mw .sole pgent; I musit take 
his , royal highpesa’a commands," This yv^n^de- 
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riBivei. Mortififed aiid Anftf^l^^^ithdfCw, 

a solitary groom of 'the chambers Opening jhe 
diidirs. Three days befbife, a ijouble roi^ir Of pliant 
courtiers formed a lane of ’ol^quiOuS atteOdaf^, 
each of whom affected to yfOiOhip the rnahT^hOhii 
the king honoured ! *' ' ' '' 

Up to the period of thu^he; appearances that 
presented unequivoerd proofs of near and efertain 
death, it is probable tliat Gustavos secretly enters 
tained strong hopes of recovery ; and that hchadnbt 
been apprized of the imminent danger of a morti- 
fication taking place, nor the rapidity of its possiWe 
progress. From that roOmfent,' eotnpbkrre, resig- 
nation, and fortitude, ail forsook him ; and when the 
chief physician advised the duke to retire, as such 
e.xcessive emotion would onlv add to the king s 
sufferings and accelerate the fatal momeiit, Gus- 
tavos exclaimed, in a mournful toric of voice, “Ah! 
what now avails the pomp that surrounds me. 
Willingly would I exchange condition with the 
poorest healthy young cottager in Swedeji. ’ Say! 
can you not prOenre me, by your art,^ short re- 
spite ? Can nothing avert the blow for'three short 
days ? — 1 ask no more ! I have, alas ! some painful 
mattcra^et to arrange : can neither the knife nor 
medicine ’av,ail ?” Tlie’ physician shook his head, 
and remained silent ; his looks proclaiming the 
fatal truth. Gustarxms then hurbt anew into tears, 
whilst the groans extorted by increasing infiam- 
mation filled the bosbras of his attendants with 
horrdr lind dismay. If Ankarstrom coiiid have 
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seen the king in this dreadful extremity, even 
his stern bosom would have pitied his victim, and 
T^crated that remorseless vengeance which> Ue 
hand had inflicted>y 

Tovi'ards the evening he grew more calm, and 
more earnest in his inqviries of his Chaplain, as to 
his prospects of salvation. He became his own 
accuser, and* perhaps his fiercest enemy might 
have been less severe. Uis chaplain exerted all 
his eloquence to fill with the balm of hope the 
desolated bosom of his king. To deaden the seii^e~ 
* of bodily pain powerfvl opiates were frequently 
administered; but still, at intervals, his sufi’e rings 
continued with unabated intensity. The last night 
of his existence must have been felt by him as an 
agGk^of torture. The morning of the 29th was 
doomed to be the last of his life. Excess of pain, 
bodily and mental, bad enfeebled all his iaculties; 
and his best and kindest friends, hopeless of 
his recovery, might, from motives of the purest 
benevolence, have prayed for his speedy dissolu- 
tion. A ^ucid interval 'occurring about eight 
o’clock, thhd sacrament, according to the rites of 
the Lutheran church, was administered ; and then, 

. and not till then, the qnecn was introduced! What 
a spectacle awaited her! ' That eleg^tl^-formed 
prince, whose iinely-propoVtionedTperson might 
have served as a model of the ^uman form in its 
shape nearest to perfect symmetry, lay stretched 
before her, pale and ghastly, on the bed of death. 
Those eyes tl;iat were wont to beam with intellec- 
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twatfire, kad lost t^Eiy briJiliEWcy^jai^ 
iil^Ece EO more ; and bi4 fiiote >f&atuire8„4bal 
spoke, an ele valued soait^ . nn^iiie d^{Lorte4^va¥d 
discoloured ! presenting a spejHnacle eal<milate4l;t9 
excite do less kturror thmyil^w^miseratio^^ 
refiectionai that memory^ ;^calied ■were bitter, 
and full of misery. The gay. voluptuous prints 
by whom her youthful charms had’been suffered 
to fade in wedded^ celibacy, was now become lut 
appalling object, and almost insensate. Alfbouglt 
the' queen had been warned of the terrible /dtange 
that had recently taken plate, and even that the 
king might be expected to expire in her present^ ; 
and although the sensibilities of her heart bad long 
since been blunted and . chilled, yet,, when nbe 
beheld the dying monarch, she gave a shrill, ron- 
vulsiive shriek, and would have fallen prostrafe, but 
for the Duke Charles, who caught her in his arms, 
and led, or rather carried, her 10 a chair. As socm 
as the t|ueen recovered, the king made signs she 
sliould approach his bed, and feebly waved his hand 
that the attendants might withdraw. Wilat passed 
during this awful interview can only be conjiSG- 
tured. The king could nttt support a conversatiqn; 
and as for this unhappy lady, her feelings must 
have bt-en too much" agitated for her to give 
utterance to her thdQghts. The d^e alone pos- 
sessed any degr^ of self-command; and he must 
have interpreted between the dying king, 
die disconsolate queen. Perhaps she was mejreiy 
called; to witness his contrition ; to ejtcbange fqr- 
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gfV€aess, and to bb satieK&ed t^«lter-thb deebdae 
oCGustams, would find no obstacle in fiis 

■"adccession to the crown. Tbe interview was not 
resol ved on, till th:<^vital spark was inbne than half 
extinguished; in whic^ state, it could not be of long 
duration. As the duii^ led the weeping queen 
back to her apartment from the chamber of death; 
her face was ’covered by a thick veil, bat her sobs, 
her heaving bosom, and unsteady steps, sufficiently 
denoted the excessive mental agony by which her 
whole frame was so violently shaken i Perhaps 
this interview hastened the releasa of the king 
from indescribable wretchedness and agony. 
After the queen had retired, Gustavus spoke no 
nuJre : every minute his eftbrts to respire grew 
mot;e aud more feeble, and in less than an hour 
the Itibg drew his last breath, apparently ex- 
piring in the cruelcst tortures, arising frtmi an ac- 
tive infiainmation. Thus was nature still merciful, 
as the mortification of which he died relieved him 
from pangs as severe as ever any mortal en- 
dured. friend nor relative was there to per- 
form the last solemn duties of humanity; which- 
■were honorably discharged by his attendants. 

. His last moments were witnessed, and bis eyes 
closed by his first chaplain, p^ici^, ''and M. 
BenEelstjerua,; Those gontR^nen, w'ere kneeling 
round the bed of the royal severer, wliea the 
frightful rattling in his throat ceased. The 
clergyman, lifting up hfs hands and eyes as to 
his Creator, exclaih^ed, with strong eaaotion. 
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Thank God ! his earthly sufferings are at an end; 

May his sins be forgiven him, and his sonl be at 
''nest !” the chamberlain and physician each, in an 
audible and solemn manner, said, ‘*Amen ! Amen!” 
Such were the last mome^ of this celebrated 
monarch, who certainly /was , as brave as the 
greatest of his predecessors, and, beyond com- 
parison, the most accomplished king^ho had ever 
sat upon the Swedish throne. 

The duke of Sodermanland, and the great 
officers of state were in attendance, to whom the 
chamberlain Benziestjerna, announced the. death 
of the king; and before his corse was cold, the 
artillery on the forts, and the heralds by sound of 
trumpet, proclaime'd the new sovereign as Kftig 
of the Swedes, the Goths, and the Vandals, by 
the name and style of Gustavus the Fourth 
Adolphus ! 

Thus was the last wish of Gustavus the Third 
fulfilled, — a monarch who possessed fron) nature 
and education so many fine qualities, that his 
reign would have been llie happiest oi/record, if 
he had been as just as he was polished and mag- 
nificent ; and his memory would have been revered 
in Sweden; and his character admired by all 
Europe, if in his early ‘days. Itis morals had not 
been contaminated associating with a circle of 
profligate young courtiers, whose polluted habits 
banished all sense ol‘ rectitude from his mind, and 
planted in its stead the worst of vices that degrade 
mankind. To the effects of his corrupt and pro- 
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«&so<ilates, but pnmdpady 6i tb*; coivbtgMms 
ni&my oi the de|»avity of this monareh 

ought to be a^ribtttedi By them, hie mind;^^ 
dembralisedt a&d ^th^ce that; horrible 

taint which is tpo^'tyell established to admit a 
shadow of doubt^as tct its truth; which aocom- 
panied him in life, and pursues his memory eii«n 
beyond the ^ave. 

As soon as Gustavus the Third was dead, and 
his odopkd son proclaimed Icing, the duke of 
Sodermanland assumed the reims of government, 
as sole regent of Sweden.* One of his first acts 
of power was to bring to condign punishment the 

assassin of his brother;! who was kept confined in 

«• 

• When the revolution of 1800 was announced to Napoleon, 
he said to the Swedish minister, 1 rejoice at this event the more 
sincerely because it will put an end to the calamities of Sweden ; and 
happy had it been for that nation, if tlie present wfer? and galiaat 
monarch had ascended (Iw throne when his brother died.*' ' Bona- 
parte used the same expreasioas in his exposifi Napoleon certainly 
knew that, according to hereditary succession, the rrowu belonged 
to the Dukc^Charles ; and he probably alladed to the iilegitimacy of 
the idtethroned^onarch. 

f It was j|eneraUy reported in Sweden, about this periml, that 
the regent was as much concerned in the conspiracy agaitu^ hk 
fairother as Ankari^rom himself. This report originated tn the 
machinations of General Baron Armfelt and his partisana The 
writer of this work, during almost a^ear’s^raaidenee in Sweden, 
never found any Well-infomied person of that Ophifon : if the Dittke 
w^e wicked ammgh to act thus, what conlAhhve hindered hm wear- 
ing the crown ^ Mr. Lnwis Goidsmetk has assarted his guilt in tite 
most unqimHIed terms, hut he wa% perhipamhisied hy tbe report 
cia'ttkted by that exeefaUe tnutpr^ B«iron 
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of'StodcUoIm); «itfiated ia a'6U%6t le(ibding%;^«itbe 
mnestv ^oQi the Drottnkif Qatan to' Bipi* 
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* On the 9th July, 1808, aecrj^ofed hy Sir Beng< Giqfhr 
of Ro^stri^d^ th^ author vjwt^ tbi« prison. Ova mg to tin* 
of his fri(»nd, the prindpat keeper attended testshew the vvhoj^ 
edifice. Th^*^ felons room was rather small ; on each side ;yv6« a 
kind of ^uarJ- house 6e^/, that is, compobed of b<ire ffunks^ On 
This some of the prisoners ky stretched; others were walkiit^‘ up asiij 
down; and out of tkvtty or forty inclosed in tlds one rtx»d4^dtiilyoire 
vitas inmed. He had a bar ah(»ut m iuoh ^oare and three feet 
long, fixed to one ancle. To suMain it when he mov^ed, a sAmg was 
tied to tho extremity, by which he lifted it up as be steppd aiong. 
"niis was put on Itm log pu acctntnt of ill bohaviour in the prisoin* 
The prisonorjn, ju gcnoral, wero under forty years of age; sallow, 
unhealthy, disoasod ; — om miserable wretch, worn to ibo bone, lay 
on the floor, upon s'une sacks; Mr. B* asked vviiat aiie^ him? 
TJiey said, He is c/yinfrr A sight more afflicting could scarcely 
]>c cuncoived, and be imstened from it Ha visited the rooms above 
that occupied by tlo* felons : they yv^re not uncomfortable, and ad- 
mitted a (in** prospect over the Clara lake, towards Sodermalm, and 
soinc pari of Stockholm, The doors were fostenod by masAve bolts 
ouf ide. Souji times one, in others two prisoner/ were found. 
They app(*ai c*d to be deceal, iH'spectaUe looking men ; boofo? and 
papers lay spread on their tables iiiey liad, bedding. Mr> B. asked 
of what crime t»tcy had been guihy,-*-to bis surpri^ be wa^f t<^ld they 
wetO’^kUorsl 


Aabnmed of the iotruaion^^ he apologized and withdrew. , A room 
arched like the feloynis, but twice as, large, appropriated to ttie 
mnm ; jtkre were bat two ;-reiie was busied knitting ; tlie other 
Jay on a small matlresw, WTfppid roiii>d with a nag, upon a woodim 
frame, W tlm TOon^ as ind^d was the case in all ^m 
rooujs he saw. *1^iaimor WJtjrtch yym yeiy ilL He ^aw 
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j*e*r strong ieus Warburton’s <!iia^^u(ie at Htibcl&tt'; 
and'the prisoners are naver pitt 'lft irons tHi after 
conviction; nor even then, iMilesiik J6rinfts a'- part 
of tlieir sentence ; for the law aetuai!y«oftfdders 
eterr person accnB^8|to be innocent until the con- 
trary i» proved. Anc^in Sweden, a man that has 

And never wm any plare more gloomy d^rdicn!^‘d to surh a purpose. 
Ttiftf.' the few oruamaits^ were if possible, tawdry, than tbe 

room miseraWo. He enquired for the room whore Jnkar^^ 
sironi tlie regicide had been confined, and was ronducled thUljer- 
It is on the ground floor, on the right hand wdr* of the entrance. 
I.t was tenanted by a number of young rmnfi}iiien, ium^iont in 
ajipearance, but sickiy. He told ^ipon tmoiiirv, 
Buppleraeiitary rerruils, placed there for rorovei \ (d' ilieir hi 
the hDsj)itals being ftilJ of v\oundt‘d men brought from Fin and, 

‘3^0 priscnie’*s m f 5 ;encral appeared to suffer want ; atid (lie mter- 
nal arrangement of Uic pnson to be such as 1 1 ref|ujfe a thorough 
refca’mUioa. 

His frieiuVs resiiVnce at Ho^drawl was once a royal palace. In- 
cluding his porcelain nmnnfaclory and magir/mes, it was as large 
as a smairiov'u. Kbcept frotu Dackf there is no nhere so 

fine a view of Stockholm, ,is from the piiiuipal stor) --f this large 
hotuie. 'He requested Sm Bengt to gc ttm^arck his home, round 
the (fibres oN^bo Malor, and he rotiseau d. 'I'liey set ott‘, and Imt 
their way., They hutHed a boat ; tiu rouor took them on board; il 
was iutle better than a sieVr. Tin y bi ought the crazy Ixjat so low 
m the water, that if neaciy filled; and tiny ournwl} escaped being 
drowned! Ind<iKb the duy on uliieh they visited the A of 
Sweden^ a day of dina'st^rss. Mr. H. was engaged to diae w ith Sir 
Bongt, 0eyer and hts My, to settle dbcftft their intended jouraej im#i 
Wmneriavd, ; He Mr. B. uji in hk a»d before fbiey 

were half way, the spring broke ; jii« friend was then compeljed ti> 
do what Mr, B. had in vain requested, i* o- to walk home. JTbis ac- 
cident led to the iF visit at the Smetlje Omtdy and the aquatic exour- 
FJtfiii which had like to h^e cost them theit livei. 
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been ili|ckl&d with* fetters <W 
sidered ever after ae degraded and 
Aukarstrom ;wae. igjuarded by se^tineH < 
speut much of bis. time iiit<:?ea4ing{reiiigio^s bol^ 
in prayer, and in the cdnt^pl^ioii of atfutusw 
esdstence, which seemed w employ his.jthonfhfei 
much more than the terrible punishment which h^s 
knew' awaited him. When he waj? told of the 
dreadful ugoriie.s in which the king lay, he said ia 
a mild tone o- voice, “ 1 am very sorry indeed 
bear tins : my intention wasto feHl the tyltaiiit, hot 
to torture him. He canuOt recover; afi^Ishalll 
die amidst studied torments; but the coiisciOusni^ss 
of liavtng [)ul an end to his wicked career, and 
sau'd tlic lives of many thousands, and resettled 
my native country from slavery, will enable me to 
support them. '— There was a solemnity and* gen- 
tleness in his maiuier that operated powerfully on 
those w’ho attended him. He did not seem to 
regard the narrow limits of his prison, nor the 
ignominious death that impended, but looked 
forward to another and a better world, “ tkeHf* 
borrowing the words of scripture, he obseiwed, 
“ Hit' mkked ctititc from troubling, and ^herc the 
weanj Ik at rent'' — Such was the dignity of hia. con- 
duct, that he appeared rather as a martyr suffering 
for the sake of his faith, than a frail mortal who had 
enibrued his hapds in tlic blood of his fellow- 
creaturfe. 

When Uie rej)orf of cspinon reached his etrsj^ jlie. 
knew his victim had breathed bis last, and tliatahew 
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lBiQg>wAs pi^odiiined: 

kisl»ie£»y a»ii )e»nu^g‘hi&be«idi4S«ilM **Tbffi(ik 

God! hit tocsDdienti are. at 
hiftiQreator save hissocdit, and lbtgiV«^Ms'i«yaid 
ctfcffloes! 1 WM^ie Bt peace.'’ Suehiirattlie 
ashlar aniott of ttithe gud viittie, ef 
aad rdigien, that met in hit mmd, and whi^ etm* 
tt&aed to ope!rate to the last hour of his existehce. 
N43r was he kept long in suspense as to his dcioin'. 
Oft the 18th of April, 1792, the sentence of death 
was pronounced,' to be accompanied by tortare 
protracted during three days! He heard if urt- 
moved ; and passed the few remaining hours in 
stdemn prayer. The next morning he was con- 
ducted to the lliddariius Torg, where a scaffold 
had been erected near to the equestrian statue 
of the great founder of the Gustavian line, and 
opporite to the palace of the equestrian order. 
A gallows was erected on the scaffold, on the 
top of which, above the head of the culprit, 
the pistol and notched knife were exhibited with 
a hoard i^ribed, “ Johan Jacob Ankarstronfi,— 
Kongungs mondnar,” i. e. Ike murderer (f the king. 
From the gallows a massive chidnof iron depended ; 
. itihich, by means of a thick hoop or collar of the 
saasd^tnetal, wa.s listened* round his itcek. Mis 
Isead was bare ; but he wah allowed to wear a 
wolf-skin pelisse. Me ascended the scaffold widt 
a hrin step, and undaunted, yet unassumfog/ air. 
The ring watf ’ affixed round Ins nedt; h&d he 
stood, thus oxposad, baling twohoars; whidi, in 
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' R9 ictld ' m-r: doat > of ^ 

it«|Jif tto isUgbl {funii^ment. Ue tm tiken 

seoitrged. Ha bom Mb pimialuaie&tiwithinit 
batrayiflg; any mim of patn, aotd was eoadtiii^teidK 
back to bis prison, wbare by^ayed for power lo 
endluna tbe tortures that yemiaaiiiod ;'«&dfbr!fov^ 
giireneas of his own sms, and tk>ss of his esefiiieiSi 
The »«at day he ww taken to die Tewg* cr 
maiket place, on Sod^maha^ where the taiae 
.treatment was repeated;; He strore in vate tti 
maintain an equal degree of eomixHmre ;-«Mbot he 
was chiUedand weakened i^ogreatljvthattfss iMdi, 
laid on the parts lacerated I the day befome, wrisag 
from him a few deep hollow groans, which were, 
Hcareely audible a' few yards from the sKWhbbi^ 
When he was carried back the second day, be 
fed on the door from excess of pain and weakasee. 
The physician had given orders that he should 
faaye. nonrislung tbing» administered, with tins 
cAarHeAk view to prevent tho wretched .nam 
escaping, by the kinder band of death, the torments 
he was doomed to sndi^t and, although Ankar« 
Strom was perfectl;^ aware of the horrible soured 
of their solicitude, he sufiered them to act by him 
as they ^pl6ase<i, teUing them, that Christ, through 
whose ^syth be hoped' feretmmalhfe, had suf* 
fered a aentence still more terrible. The thiid 
dhyhe could scbrOely stsmd, «nd his altered looks 
demonstrated how extreme had been his suffer^ 
ings. t .He .wae dragged, fortln and exhibited .in 
the «PM» maawor m the^ora Xorgek 0 |»pimnte 
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the opera house, where he had committed the 
offence for which he was so dreadfully punished, 
and in foil view of the king's palace. Here his 
bruised and lacerated back was again exposed 
to the scourge, infikted with peculiar ferocity; 
he was then releaseat^from the whipping post, 
stretched on the block, his right hand first cut 
off, and uextHiis head, which was instantly seised 
by the executioner, held up by its locks, and, 
whilst the blood flowed from the severed arteries 
and veins, it was held forth to view, as the head 
of a traitor and a regicide. Thus terminated as 
cruel a series of useless tortures as ever were 
inflicted. The mangled body, disembowelled 
and quartered, was then conveyed through the 
city, and the suburb called Sudermalm, to the 
usual place of execution, * to be devoured by the 
fowls of the air ; where the limbs were exposed 
on wheels, and the head placed on a pole in the 
center, the right hand was nailed below the head.1 

* The galluvvs ^K;longfng to the courts of rrimiaa! law m Stork- 
liolra, is a permanent edifice, vms^sting of three pillars, forming 
a triangle, and connected at the top by maasive iron bars, to wiiicL 
the culprits are suspended. This structure is surrounded by a wall. 
The situation, amongst rocks and forest tiees, is very gloomy. 
There are several cottages built not far from the gallows. An 
aged woman, who inhabited one of "those huts, told the author 
I8O81 tiiat she well reTnembercd the body of Ankarstrom beiag 
there exhibited ; and that saw his ghost pacing round (be walls 
many a time afterwards ! 

t The morning after the belieading of Ankantrom, the walb 
of the edifices in Stockholm were inscribed with sentence, applaud 
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' oftiie crime for which>ty»1iobtemmi 

deservedly siifFefrcti death, betb the 
he had deceived; aad the motives which 
to have actuated him, ohgbt to'havfedue wei^lS 
There is just reason tO ‘bc}8^e in the truth Of 
the horrid outrage aaid to hafw been offered to Aa- 
harstrom, when a youthv by his ftiture sovereign ; 
and also in the injustice and oppression of ^^hich 
he complained so indignantly, when condemnfed 
.by the coiirt-martiai assembled at Ficdei’iitidii^f. 
These considerations tappear'* to tiave impressed 
Ankarstrom with an opuiiou, that he should be 
perforraing an act of public justice in taking hk 
life. That he considered the king as being not only 
unlit to reign, but'even to livci there is sujieV 
abundant evidence to ]>rove ; and also, ftUaj. he 
felt he was committing a heinous crime, by taking 
on himself the power of iufticfmg the death that 
he had adjudged the king ought to suffer; and 
be oertainly employed the time he lived in the 
most animated appeals to his creator for jiaVdon, 
and apparently he dietl with the coavictlun that 
he had obtained it.^ Jf those circumstances 

/ ' 

fftg the crime for which he (lieil: AYifl a large pafper af- 

fixed above the bond, on which wae wtittcti, io very legible 

chanteters ; " * • 

be ih kiHul , . 

Tkafr 4 Uv 04 hip fithrhmd,'' 

^ 'Fire opinion entertained by Ankurijfrofifi-H ftat hecotiltl expiate 
ti*e crime by subsequent peftiterw:!! and jirayer^ waift ncitliet new 
inr locab Jii this ceunlry, hovr cotnmon tlie expre<eil^m, that 
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e^tiuot justify, ' they must be aflbwed to be ]pi&w- 
erfu! paHiatires; but still there is something so 
To\*o}tiu^ from manhood and manly honor in the 
act of assassination, that it steels the heart* and 
properly loo, agaiiw ])ily, let the sufferings of 
the assassin be evei^so dreadful, or hern'ever 
great his previous wrongs. The character of him 
tv^€> fell is Ijlanched, as it were, and redeemed 
by the more odious 'Criminality of assassination. 
Ankarstrom experienced the truth of these oh-, 
serrations in all their bitterness ; for although it 
is possible, and even probable, that he was more 
forcibly impelled by public than by private 
feelings, he saw greater horror and detestation 
expressed in the countenance of the crowd, than 

the ghlowh savei* DMiuy a soull meaning, dial the cerUiint) ol' Jestif, 
aiid tl»e an fill reflections to uhicli it drives cine, aided by <be ron^o- 
htiiMisof r di^ion, and tbf'. pious prayers and admonition^ of thr 
clertn^, an' cfmipetent atonmiients for crime, km! smirc p'j^sports to 
eternal hapj^mews. The; same ojimidn pi*evaili4 tlm ilike- 

rale ill i^wedeii ; and fvfonitbe punibliiiimt oi'clt Hth lor roldw^ryM^aw 
abolisiied, iiiaiH ii^tancoM occurred oC hmtnt and pvihonK 

tbpll,-) uilii a \ mu in Mitrcr deatb^ 0> wrure eternal 
vatifm. by pMiiscnce, pinker, and the oissi'^lunre of the elerirv- In 
Df'umarli, thi-i much' ofwiv in^ .souls bocamo m pre\ , dent, that, 

about i7(>5, or ! Tflfb a uomnb murder'd her infnnt rbiht tlTmi 
that priticiple; 1u nmtoterarf whub. Cbri^ian the 8eMv41b ordamrtl 
tiiat death, in those caseM, filmulir n/j hmgor be inflicted, hut the 
ofFender« be seourged, bnauled in the foiojicad, contmed for bfe» and 
kept to hind Idf) lu : und, for the furl her priuenlion of infantiride, 
he orilen'd that the {^ul ty skmid be floip^ed, burnt, and confmed 
f<»r life to hard laboj* ; nmb on ea'cii anniversary of the day when the 
crime was committed, io be severely actmrged. 
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comhieieration ; and tUe. groans and.liiases. (hat 
occasionally assailed his earsy are aaid to have 
grieved and hurl liiin. more than the chaiR;'«iiRd 
collar of iron round his neck, or even the lash of 
the common hangman. y '; , 

The real sentiments &f‘ Oustavus the Third 
respecting revealed religion, are easily gathered 
from the facility and levity with which he ini^e 
and violated the most soleann engagement's. Me 
.hud about llie same reverence towards those 
inferior actors who personated the druid priests, 
in his theatrical procession^, as for the archbishop 
of l^psaia, or the Hector Magnilicus of fcitock- 
holm. Mis gross hypocrisy and boundle.ss pertidy;, 
demonstrated tliaf he valued the sacred natile, 
so frequently invi'kcd, on account of the means 
afforded to make dupes of his subjects, and fix 
the stamp of sincciity on his spurious oaths. He 
was so indiscreet as t^o think that mankind would 
never cease to believe, a.s long as he " ished to 
deceive; and he lived to experieuce the ‘bitter 
fruits of his past deceptions to such a <legree/ 
that the more solemn were his asservalions of 
sincerity, the loss was the credit he obtained ’» 
and not a usurer would lend him a crown, unless 
he produced some of* his ewirtiers, who were 
rich, to guarantee tlie ‘ payment. AUhoiigh this 
gay and ma^bcent monarch was, in his heart, 
a , mocker of religion, it wa.s genertdly reported 
and believed in Stockholm, that be was extremely 
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superstiliou?, and carried his \yeakncs8 so IkT^afi 
to visit an old woman, called Mademoiselle Ar- 
vedsen# who, about the year 1702, was in high 
repute as a foftune-teller ! So great was the 
fame of the- sibyl, ;^d so eager the cnriosity of 
the good people of Stwkbohu to obtain a gliinp.se 
of futurity, that her abode was crowded with 
visjtors, to check whose numbers, the .sagacious 
sibyl re(|uired a golden oftering that none but 
rich fools could bring* This, check not being 
sufficient to reduce the number within due 
bounds, she was obliged to is.sue tickets, on 
which it nas specified what time the votary 
might appear, and how* long continue in her 
awYul presence ! Another singularity w'hkh at- 
tended this lady was, thajt her power of prophecy 
was perfectly !<mL She was once sent for by 
the queen, Sophia Magdalena; to whom she re- 
plied, that .the dream her Majesty had had the 
night before would certainly come true ; but her 
power' to foretel events, or interpret dreams, was 
confined to her owji dw-elUng, as the celestial 
spirit by tvdiich .she w'rs inspired quitted her 
w'hen she went abroad! — The queen was amazed 
and terrified at the message; nerer once reflecting 
that those who paid persrins to bring them new.s, 
were .sure to have thqir own'seCrets made public ; 
and she actually went out incog, and after telling 
Mademoiselle Arvedscii all her secrets, she re- 
turned impressed with the most awdul ideas of her 
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mpBhtttufal powers.* Thfefact was, tBat tile cun- 
ning jade knew the queen was parsittiohious, and 
foresaw very plainly she should be kept 
ling with her and her inquieitiTCs all day, aiid adt 
receive a fifth part of the fees that would be given 
to her at home. Besides, 4hre calculated that the 
same weakness of iiitbllect that led the queen to 
send, would impel her\o cUiUc to fier altar, and 
then she concluded, in one bf two years she should 
• acquire sufficient riches to live at 'hcr the 
remainder of her life. Her calculalioiil} being 
founded upon practical ‘knowledge of .human 
weakness and frilly, they were fully verified; and 
her house was visited not alone by the queen, but 
all the principal ladies of her court ; circumstances 
which Mademoiselle Arvedsen took care to <^ircu- 
late in whispers to all the wealthy wives, widow*!, 
and maidens in Stockholm; aUd to preserve her- 
self from being devoured by eager voUiries, she 
w'as compelled to raise her fee to a golden ducat! 
Tims richesand lionors rolled in a full tide U[K)n her 
humble dwelling; and she rvas enabled to render 
justice ("/{Yy ns w'ell as blind. The revenue tints 
poured in, was not all Clear gain, for she had many 
secret agents by whom, she wms supplied witli 
faniiitt sirreis, which, when oppbrtuniHe.s occurred, 
shb dealt forth to the [tersons whoni thtise secrets 
concerned ; by wliich means her fitme arose to a 

* Fr.iu — (j — II — <njc of t)t^ ciuctMi's t)f‘dch«uii)er women, had 
jiiM iiecn and told ilie sibjl, ti.at her raiijwq’ Iiad dreamt, that the , 
king was asHussniated — and was giaatly troubled at tlic dream. 
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scarcely exceeded by any prcdccefeW, 
whether andent'or modern. Onsti^us was not 
long bcforb he'heard of her matehlesii prescience ; 
and went hidc^niUrtti her retreat. At the door 
stood the high priestess, who, in a slow and gentle 
cadence;' bodO him wmeome as her king! for he 
h:ad carelessly mentioned his intention 16 some of 
hi S' young courtiers, fntm whom she derived, 
though by indirect' tfabans,' the intelligence that 
had enabled her' thus to receive him. The king ■ 
remained some time closeted with the sibyl, and 
he repeated Ins visits, but, as he never disc losed 
lii-si intention before he went, the' old lady nt‘ver 
had au oj)port unity of greeting the royal visitor as 
belbre. Tlie author was assured by persons of 
soiin^l judgment and strict veracity, that the king 
really did visit this woman ; and they as gravely 
aifirmed it was from her lips, not long before his 
death, he was forewarned against Count Hibbing. 
Tliey were not so weak as to believe the king 
w'cnt to consult her as a ‘prophekss, but merely to 
derive from her lips every material fact she might 
have gleaned I’rom her numerous followers, expla- 
natory t»f tlie designs of his enemies tow'ards his 
person and government, lie might also feel some 
anxiety to learn the sentiments regarding himself 
and tiie erdwn prince, entertained by the queen. 
Such was, in all probability, the motitr that led 
this erfatic prince' to .Mademoiselle Arvedson; 
but the public voice gave a very different version, 
and insisted that he went thither fraught with a 
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in her possessing snpcrpatuFal poTf^rs^ ,The, 
author was informed, with, the ptmp.ft,gfaYity, Jjjr 
persons of rank and iprtunej that, 0ustjav:^s,, 
to consuit her previous to his journey to )C}efle,j^p, 
cnquireifhe should live to iretni^ | 
she answered iu the affirnvlttve. An^, that Ju||t 
after the king » return to StockhoJm* his majeftiy 
went to he*, dweJUng,, in cpnsequehce of some 
very friglitfnl dreams, that had disturbed his rest. 
.Madame A rvedfien then received him with a cpun-. 
teiuuce overcast with sorrow, and told him she 
could not foresee distincUyt a® her mental horizon 
was inucli clouded. She listened in gloomy 
silence m his narration of the horrid visions 
that had troubled him, and told Uiia she feared 
some fatal accident was near at hand. “ I believe 
so, myself, ’ said (ju,stavus, “ and tlxat I shafl die 
by the hand of some assassin ; but tell me,” he 
is reported to have su^id, “ shall 1 live to fulfil 
the designs that now upenpy my, thoughts t" The 
sibyl mouTulully shook her head, and told him", 
her powers were circmnscribed. “ fan you tell 
me who will be my nuirderer?" That, I cannot 
foretell, Sire, ’ smd the prophetess, “ but as your 
n^aj{i^ty returns to your apartment you will run 
against a roan wrapped*. up jn a cloak, carrying a 
drawn sword under his’lcfl artp ; he will not mo- 
lest you now, but at a .future day become one 
of your destroyers. As J|he king returned, he toqk 
a circuitous route to 1 he, palace by way of ,^qrrr 
lands-gatan ■, and, as well as thn darknes| qf the 
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pf Emitted, avoid^ ©very persoo wlioro be 
.^1^. He ,|^d reached; the palace,: aiad was sntyit 
ing, at bi® wa icreduHiy, wlien,^,as^»dhig by a 
private svaira ap. aati-rooaii he kept 

the key, be beiilfd a i&tep, a»d epd,derdy eoine o«e 
ipQ TWe .persopal. cpurage of the 

kjfpg \vas e>ier, eouspicuoii* ; apd?sejaiug thetm- 
khdwp, ,,he illainly felt a sword, covered by the 
cloak, a «4 Ijeld up^er the, I left arm. '' Who are 
you ? -said the king jfiercely, “ Answer, or TU call , 
the guard T holding the person so fast, he could 
■ pot, 11, lie, had, endeavoured, disengage bis arms. 

-Don't y(/ur majesty, know me,” said the captive, 
on hearing the well-known voice of the king: " J 
mn CquM And what business have yon 

he?re,; w ith a drawn sword under your cloak, and m 
the Aaik,, on my privy stairs ? ’ " I come to meet 
a girl. Sire, belonging to these apartments, and I 
always carry my sword thus on such nocturnal 
adveuture.s." The king took him into a loom ad- 
joining, on the Mezzoniue .story ; where, looking 
Count liibbmg full in the face, he said, “ My dear 
Kibbing! is it jwssible you came here with a view 
to murder me ? —The count appeared much hurt 
at his majesty's suspicions, and asking the king in 
a mhuner half sOrrowfviUy, half rcproachfullj^ 
what had put such thouglitsi .into his mind, made 
a lovv boy',,and, vvithdrew. 

The king is said to ,l»ave paid one visit more 
, to the witch of Norrmalnii and to hav^e Concealed 
what had occurred relative to Count Ribbing; 
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aHil tfanit the irntnaef 
iiujre gloomy than Before! >1?he!kilt)ig ' 
to take a loi^|oai*Se?y, aiid'iiaked 4k<S!t if a^ 
fatd would befalMm: ** 1 o^nob^ solar lbrwa|d, 
Sire," said the supposed fnyitoh, ‘‘ ^jMtWee'n-tife 
iSth and the IQlh of this' W)nth (Mhrehi 179^, 
Norrittalma Totget"^ will be covered by a bikfit 
cloiidi‘’t 'Sochwerethe marvelloufe iltories relatWe 
to the visits paid to Madetnt^HeyArvedsoB, the 
celebrated fortune-teller of Stbckhotth, which rTefe 


related to the author ; aSid hearty in the same 
terms, by different persoQs Of respectability. If 
the reader should deem the tale too absurd .to Irave 
obtained belief, let him refer, for parallel absur- 
dities at home, to thelreB authenticated narratiVea^ 


of the Ifottk (Wjuror, the C’^Ha^e 
recently, the prophecies of Jbhamia 


* Since the erecting of the magqjifi(*nt equeitrisn statue Oqata* 
"vus Ado!f>|uK the Great, Korrmalnw Torget fja« been callefi Gns^ 
iVdolf s I'orgcl. Sir '^olm Catf, Sir Robert Porter, &c, bm k> 
•rKsfigbretl th* names of placrt in Slochfitihjuin their rwip -ctii^e wnrltn, 
that a* l^al gnld'. J to a ntranger, theyara tiselm 'Gr. TimmKtii, 
in jiio Travels m Stvc4ei}, iiaR avoided this rid'cnlous aSeciatinb; 
Jmt, bv feub^iluiing o for s nt tho nafljea of ida*^ such ^ .llwd, 
A bo, dc. he lias been guilty of ap ^strar w Ifsi misifhieytnist. ; . 

t This story of the witch of Nofnnalm, has been published by the 
Itfarquisde B»:ui!!ii; though^ differently; he was tbif intimate, friend 
of- the king, and'the dieposiwry of hfe seerka; aiid he did not lieat- 
tatc in h)s memoirs to «s*ort, that CktiiM'R'ibljirt^ was' discoireretflgr 
the king, tram hie niyeety bavaag gi»ie''MA vromaii ntuned Arvedsni, < 
who was celebrated as a forltthi^lleT, , ,,/ ■; ■ .jij 
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of GnstaMs the‘ 7%/W, as a patron of 
tite Jine Art^.^Rhmrlcs on the ef-foneom account 
gieen of tiwedcn. — The plagiarisms of Acerbi de- 
taied; his ludicrous erroH exposed. — Biographical 
sketch of Sergell, the gregt Swedish sculptor. — The 
principal erron of Sir John Caur’s Northern Sum- 
mer corrected. — Anecdote (f Gmtavus the Fourth. 
— Character tf !Sr Robert Ker Porter's Travels 
in Stceden. — Jllibcralitt) and injvsiice if J. T. 
James, Esq's, criticism on the taste of Clustartn 
itic Third, as to architecture.' — The errors of Jlr. 
Thomsons Trco'cts in Stmkti corrected.- Sergefts 
last great work described.— Anecdote qf Sergclt 
and Dirnadolte, mm Charles the Fnartecnth 
John.— C aialoguc of Sergclfs fn’ineifuil works.— 
An anatomical error in the Venus de Medici dis- 
covered bp Sergell. — Sioedkh Painters and Archi- 
tects patronised bp GuStarm the Third, Desprez, 
Pipa', Tetnpclman, RosUn, A$irC'. F.Von Jtreda, a 
‘ pupil of Sir Joshua Repmtds. — Comparatwe stoic 
(f painting and sculpture in ^.Sweden and England. 
— Comparative state of engraving. - Anecdotes of 
QustaoUs the Third. 

thu vmum de mortuis nil nki bonum had 
been adopted by ancient historians, the crimes of 
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the most execrable of tyrante had been concealed, 
the memory of their crimes had died with ,|be 
criminals, the greatest stimulant to virtue mid 
been annihilated, as well as the most formidable 
scourge of vice. 

The varied and ^endid accomplishments thuft; 
distinguished Gustavij^s the Thii^ 'beyond all con- 
temporaneous monttmhs, operated powerfully in 
his favor, even with him whose pen has so freely 
condemned hk conduct as a sovereign and a gen- 
tleman; yet, would it .njOt |>ave been practising 
an unpardonable decepti^i if, being sensible that 
he had nearly r.uined his kingdom by his li^'ant of 
wisdom, and tainted; his character by the almost 
open exercise of odious propensities, the au|ho$/^ 
had passed over those material feature*. ,opHSas 
character, and shown the fair side only ? 

The life and reign of this monarch, as Uiese 
pages liave disclosed, abound with incidents by 
which they are deformed. If one could forget 
the deep hypocrisy by which he elFected the 
overthrow of tlie oligarchs, and the certainty 
that \\Qivtcndcd to establish monarchical despotism 
on, its ruins,, his memory might have been , che- 
rished by the friends of freedom; and if the un- • 
feeling rapacity with which, even by the most 
ruinous of monopolies,* he accumulated wealth 
to' bestow it upon the drama aud the votaries of 

* Thai- of brantly ; according to Mr. James, vol. i. p. , 
the distillers isfuSed mineral, or other poison, in die aOsioSeetujS' 
sold to the populace. ; ■ 
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the fine afts, cbiild be juetiiSed, it 'would be fVbm 
the consideration that he drew ' matty a shbh'nih 
c^e'nius Iroro' obsimrity, that had btheWv^ise faded 
away Utinotiticd and died dnkn6wn ; whbireby he 
adoriied his 'court, adding the aoftbned Itisire of 
tilfe fiiie art's to the imperishable glory conferred 
on Sweden by a race of kings aud heroes whose 
faiae reached the most distant quarters of the 
earth; but w'ns too dearly purchased, not so 
much by the blood thaf was shed in its accumu- 
lation, as by the deep i||j;oa(is made by victorious 
warrior-kings on the liberty of the Swedes, 

As the author proceeds witli brief biographical 
sketches of the principal Scnlp tors and painters 
dn Sweden, wjio were patronised by Gnstaviis the 
Tffird, with a view to afford his readers a kind of 
Standard whereby to judge of the accuracy of the 
cliffereut authors who have treated of the northern 
nations, and particularly Sweden, he gives a 
rapid but correct survey of the principal errors 
that disfigure their respective works. The best 
account of the court of Sweden, uuder Gu^^tavus 
the Thirds is that* so often quoted in tlieso vo^ 

‘ * Chnraclcrs ond Arkc4(t(>s , of the CoUtt or'yi'‘a^fIenJ ^ — ll ift 

amiisiag enough to uvai in many costly touirs tliat hav^ sinoo ' 
been published relative to Sweden, urid^r (SustaVus the 'fhirdV 
the edpiousi draughts made 6\i this work, and palnit d oh thfe 
British public as being original Messrs. Acerbi, Carr, and 
Porter have 'ffl borrowed from that Ssonree' wn'^thout ahfeuowlcdg- 
ing thkir obligation the original aiilhori As to Mr. Joseph 
Acerbi hfe pillaged without remorse, and spread, as if for sport, 
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lumei5«>nd pUlaged*by Cithers, ^^Q3e v^lijmi^s wiU 
pYic>v;ed. , iSucin niatter^ caiji , Rcjaircely^^,^ 
deepied apajpalpus la a work difat 
pf the northern,* fpMtts } ^d he tru^ta.$herp^a|f 
many of his readers, , 

accurate knowlegepf a b^-aye md pmin^at ppoplf^^ 


cmel cmluninkft iamiM 

under wfiose roofs be .bad heeuf c(>nd«ci;^ by .Colondtj^ 
SkjoWebraod, dad roo$iyi|<(jfty>u^ 

He pilfered more than a hundred' pages froisj- the above work, 
Thtjfe first vtAume is mb^de djiJ'pf 

hoods and sheer nonsense. Nor ird IMfrl AberW uontanlt iMtnkdf 
i!mK this sort Of piUage^ for he actuaUjr fmMmd some of the 
bea^^ful and ^pirik^d drawings jrnade, by Coloneb^kjold^rarjd, 
durmg ihVir journey 'together^ which he;#o>^^rds 
Napok'oa Bonaparte at a very high prict^; others be 
Mr. Bellanger of Stockholm' to copv% wluch copkV 
those views that appear in his^ ^tdoinas, ’ tn' voL L p, 12!^ 
124, this cmtHid tourikt ndtetit^ the prOte&sion of Meskris. 
I^elm, Paykctl, and Thuidjerg^* whom W tmdt^ned 
duncesj and plagiaristsl and the^e samemea, vol. H. p^ 137, 
227/ 229, 243, 2,59/2f>5, 207, 318, drc. to, to. ho. praises 
for the possession of the greatest s<‘.iaiice,, wisdbni, and 
fatte, and telU his readers how kindly he was treated by 
them, nxiij a&mticd to airechitcm from fMr ccthncN to enfien 
ills work! In all probability Mr. Acerbi took thorn t/o'tumh his 
private collection, without toil or e>;pQUse! A Baron de . 

Geda had the misfortune to be blind; he was venerable from 

' ' ' , j I'i ' . ' 

, ‘his age: the unfec4ingscrH>bl<;r,motjk3 and, lutikos game of this 
a^ffecting instance of human .mfinaity; amJ, as those volumes 
are dedicated, to his father, it seems as if he conceived fioX 
faiAer could plojisurc^ and umt^nejii fipni such cruel 

slanders (yoL 1. p* 12$.);— jt/Ianguage master {u 3tpjv}t^oli?> 
iranslated nearly one hundre4 from TuueloCs Gc^rftphy ; 
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will- aj^rove of, this digression. Next to 
loofee’s jonmal, the bept work extant, is 
Mkt- .Coxe’s, the few errors. to -be foipiiil in whieb 
h^ve been already noticed ; a review of all the 
Qthera> namely^ Acerbi c. Sir John Oait's, Sir 
Robert Ker.j -Porter’s, and Mr.' J. T.i Jaoses’s 
-TonrnaJ, raay be both useful and agreeable. 

t ' ' . ■■ . 

but not undcrMuidtug the difibrence betweea u /aim Swedi»li 
and a <»« Eeglin), he miitipliod by /nc«ify the weight o£ butter, 
dried salmon, 'and other prewkms; and in some cases, one 
hundred fold. AU his erithtisms Ob the acadei^teo of Swedeii, 
and the Swedish dnuno; arc stolen from Restel, or othw wodw. 
This impartuiierific, invol. 1. 1 ». iaO, ridicuk»<a»dmrd<l(Hlns the 
voice, style,' 'and execudod of M.adaaie Muller, and condemiui 
.^erfor presaDijition aad folly in appearing ou the stt^a j andin 
pages Mr. Acerbi desraibes Madame If rw/tew, 
a DauMi' woman, as the sweetest and melodious of su^gWs t 
He wat ignorant that she that was otmc Madame Waiters, and 
srflerwards by miutiage became Mrs. Muller ! The malice he 
displays, and foe ludicrona bluiidefo made by Mr. Joseph Ascerld 
HI his account of- the iSocaas of 'Sweden, have been most ably 
exposed* by Colonel Skjoldebrand, whose rare fortune it was to 
dse with-equai credit the pen, the pencil, and the- sword. The 
kwited ami '^aet^at lieunsf, .voK ,1. p. 14. speaks of a palace-aa 
a perfect min, that was ia complete, ifepmr and spleafodly fur* 
nithedt And in anofoer part he speidcs of . the great palaee of 
rffaga as being finished, foe foundations: of -which -wesO'-nerer 
carried above the level of the eanh; aadifoichhad been totally 
abandoned since foe death of Gustavos the Ihird. His sw* 
casms lev^d'at Mr. Msdmgren, vol. 1. p, 33, &g. are pecoiiaaty 
malignant, toid they were satogether undeserved. At Drott* 
uingholm, he mistook four pavilions for incite; and described 
foe gractfol imd el^ntGastavus the llihd us matwiug- himself 
by the Iab«itf.sdfa common blacksmith I The sagacious traveller 
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pat^Goieed by Gustavdfe t^e Tlurd/ tfee aotibr 
pnkieedg to: fektark/' that this ijiK^nktcb nievekil^ 
with a single i»i9tknc« «£ deep ki^atititdb 
aiiy oftO Svhfli had bfeea: iitidtiMed itol' kin mttdili* 
oeiKie. They lov^d him Uvm^i ind S^hdii Ifiafft 

fshorttm thf futtimer, alroailjr m yvty by 

p. llmt the thixw coitil&epK^s in Jme itndtibe 
set mi' in Sepiember ! tSie attiiueti^ i hf the 
addiction of the Siredes ti^ gaming, < he j^mmd Irnm 
Rii^V aDonymp«t& wofk. His nium»l)bus tales abtiiat tlie 
dnBty <if ;thjfe tBak^ nf SodemadlaiMl (Cha^^ 
wete eitiier invi^itions or gross e^a^erattona^ .His tb^ 

first miiii8ter> Cmtd KyAiae, roi L p; 91 enii 92, is «t once 
iedmrous and fidsc/ "flm m^est Jtdiiim' telle his Kixgliifh 
that tbii Connt ires $o iMIy ittspnessed #itb a 
£ii|ei »9 he ehonWbed^amed away to heaven 
wentoHtin Ws carnage wHkmt takbig a formal 
family! But what mast tlie l^gina of plaeamen and |ienam«isti8 
in this coantry tldnk, whd^e lUiistriws naMa afinm end swell 
the pages of the lledBook^ of hhi asserfion^^ that at the Un^ 
Tcrsity of Aao the minm of state penwoniftrii are 'givm *np to th€ 
/brOTS«i^OTJbN !!t vol. f. pV 2A)t>* the faithful 

naiiratot even say that th^ are permitted to lire as long as tihey 
could ! M he Caidd have! read Swedish, ot imd imderstnod the 
tougne, he woulds have found that in one of the hobpiteis eaieied 
an order by wbidt the bodies > of thOso who died uf certain in* • 
(Tuvahte and disroputabiu disbasies, aliould Ise dissected by tim 
sntgeons for ih<? be»H?fit of ^tSie Uvmg* : Such are a few of the 
leadm^ mftiu of Mn* Aoorbi, mh& irndcsUp assured hk readers in 
his pfefeco, tliat ftwtivM ihs worli twr 

a d(fw'€ ofbmg TRAVEttiSHs!!!*' , , ^ 

Sir John GartV Nottti^mn followed 

vduiueg jual rjuitled'j and, mosh wtNefuU^^ would ;the^i^ti^#Uor 



324 ^ 

ki^ir by sii assaia^h’s haai. ^hc coiild ao"l6i^V 
cdsfisr honors nor riohks,’ bis meinbry has 
cbtKrished, and bis character derifi&tidedrwith a zaaJ 
tlittt did' bonbur to the goodhesa of 'thbir heai^, 
Tlrt MttW.' in im 
wittifiiidiftg tbe^ tlnity. Ttibse vlteran 


\4tikckkML^ if1ieho|)e<l to derive more u^ful infbmatio^ 
tliete pigiis, than thofce preceding his laboiir^.' It liowcYer,, 
jnst to state that Sif iohn Carrs publication is free from, tlto 
dark and “wanton malignancy so prevalent hi the pa^» of 
Aoerttt. Sir John's errors, were seated in \m kead. 
by fe humerous mistakes which abound his accoa^t of men 
and things that occurred on his journey between HaiWkifi 
an(K Hdsingbdi^ in Sweden; he tells his readers, p. 104, 
for the' sidee of procuring htier Hrm on their journey to 
they (Sir John and a friend) passed tJiemselvet? off 
ai? «t^ rtiesiJ^gets; and after they had reached the meiroj^Hs, 
he state!) ** iw* impafimee cost our pride nothing less than, 
figtrrit^ avray ufew daps afttr in the Stockhoto Gazette as it 
couple of couriers jmt ixmtedJ* By this it appem that th«* 
ohenmt traveller^ thought only of expedition; and the man 
of the few was happily ignorant of the risk he ran uf being 
detected, ahd punished as anhnpoBtor; for, on die main roads, 
Sind this was one, a certain miuiber of resmx horsa are held 


ut each station for the use of slate messengers: and by the 
sixteenth clause in tlie Royal Ordinance of tlie 12th December, 

• 1734, it is enact^jsd that nay travdler who shows a false pass, 
or by any pretext obtains fri skJuU, or obtains the ‘ kmw 
skjuti i. r. horses, reserved' for the crown, shall lie, fined one „ 
huYxdb^ lifers silver-mint; \xt aj rested, tmd held to bail, pr 
committed 16. prison to abide the further jpimishnicut awarded 
to this namely, n public flogging an4 imprisonment. 

In which ^h Jolm Carr then stood, if he were 

igmyrant of this taw, good morals forbade tlm deception. And as 
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PrQjfessors Piper aW P^empelmai^! spola* of their 
d,ec^as(;d patron with reverence and aff#etio^|i(t 
a time when almost every tongm^ o^evded h|i^ 
whiliijt many a courtier whom , GXi^wnw^ stfee 
Third , had ennobled mid enriched, co^W t^0bpll|^| 
nothing of their benefactpr except his fc4|ies 

It) his ‘ Jj/ii/f Iwing hurt by its reswH, peihapf he might , have 
founrl etm the British messen^or^, who woi^W iiaye 
Wt hnrt likewise, although frori^ a renf ih^ere^ni eau6?Gl/ Tlie 
» aecfctuiit g*iven, p. 19, of the value of the coiusi h iunO’- 

curate in almost every denomination of current coin or 
* A cmsft9raaf\ p. 24, iomietl agaii^^t this traveller, at a v/.tv dkm 
inn^ is thus defined. The dashing’ of a fountain, the cmwmg 
of a Bantam cock, two cats /ate, and a party 

fieoi unit(‘(l i/mr to keep me from skep f His atg^mpiU 
with a Forbud, described p. 100, shewed his complete 
fT the n gular, cheap, and secure way of procuring hprjiCf^ 
every post at any time; and his lamentations at tlwj lo^ss of a 
hit of roasted mutton, gnawed by Sewft vili dog^* and reduced 
to ^ ail indatfed w^reck/ shf^w mo]^ auger than discretion. Sir 
Johns accf>uiit of his ‘ exp^ditumn iraxHiw^* is either false or 
true : Mtfssrs. Scluiwe, Johnson, H miter, aiul other messengers 
totally discredited his assertions, where he smtes that he ac- 
complished in(ral atagt's tki the rale of i>x JovlH cm miles 
per hour!’’ Not one of thosf* messenger's eitr travelled ?so: 
rapidly in Sweden ; and the author of these volumes, njfjvier 
hoard (»r any person who had. The probability, therefore U, that 
ill Ibis part Sir John indulged iu tlie traxdUr^ pyvnkge: buf if ii , 
could be belio'^Td, the fact would indicate liie most cold and 
dflilierntc cruelty, for, ejticuiubercd as he was with a waggon 
uud //<. pemnis, the excessive exertion must tnrvitahfy have 
broken thchearls of the generous little, aniurals, which be de- 
scribes as reminding him of Cikokwexla’s 
H is OTihogrytpby is as dehetive as his vemcity and 
vu? . n Q 
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feb tji« Third and Fourth 

iavi»hed upon ibat worthless minion, Baron Arm- 
felt, more treasure than upon all the seolptors and 
painters of Sweden; and that wortWeas courtier 
was iughly iostrumental in leading to the death of 
the former, and the dethronement of the latter; 

me ^^ai(tioQabie«f The post-liouie or station called Aatrop^ aliould 
beJsii^rpg Lynngby— OAe-Gwga, Orieljimga, 

Wo dined at Jahnkoppmjr, or, as the Swedes cull it Jobn- 
chippig/’ p. 112, The place meant by our tourist was the city of , 
Jonkbpmg, avtd die Swedes prunouoce its name, not Johnrcb?p*pig, 
but Yea-tshefjingvp. 1 12, *^Therc, and every where else, in Sweden-^ 
we found that the bread and cheese had in (hrm an immciwe number 
of carraway seeds, by which they were not improved,’' idem, 
assertions matf be quite original, but they are poivkivel) 
'^'Asuttded on the most complete ignorance aad misconception* The 
be calls the Weccbr, is the WeiUm^ — Nordkoping, 
p» 1 12, should te spelt Nmrk^ping. When be ajrived at Fitja, aud 
just as Sir John was composing some lines in praise of the faones^ 
of ‘ hu farktd' be discovered that he had been robbed, and rims 
till' world lost those licautiful linos which the enrogod and disappointed 
poet bad produetd. Tiiis act of dishonej*iy, in technical terms;- he 
calls ^felKmiotis ttmekery^* pu 119* So much for the example 
set by Jolm Carr, as a guide io future travtllm / 

Having tlius reached the metropoliji of Sftveden; Sir John, 
p. 119, asserts, after breakfast we ascended Mount M&ees.'* 
There is uo mc\\ vm^Antuin in Sweden; the place be meant k an 
eminence na Sotkrmalm, culled Mdse Backa, w^bere faeuaw the 
“ lake Mmler and the dreams that flow/romit.” A Imndred tri- 
butary etreams pour their wate^;^ into tbi» vast lake, which has cmlj 
a mngie oiutlet* . , 

Treating of fhe colossal statue in bronze* erected in honor of 
Gusbivim tte be says, tbe pedestal of one mlid block of 

jpoep]^ m akeady risked,'* &c* Here again owr traveller was 
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attd as if to crawA tho trkimph' bf tife 

traitor was appointed by the ExaperCtf 
governor of the province of Swedish FatliiBad 
after its conqaest in 180&; ' '* > 

The greatest name amongst those artists pa- 
tronised by Gustavus the Thkd, a nanie that 

deceived; the pedestal ie formed of mmy piecf^ hut eo lugh^ 
polisbad and exqniskely joined^ it k dtffictilx to fatemm llMt 
the whole is not what Sir t7ohn descriM. ifi« account Of the 
. MttclanU' CtuU^ \k 125, Ib radiealiy arrem^us. 

What Sir John Can meant by the “ pretty little ii&gwg or 
roonift^” p, l97, m the Gi^ Palace^ is not ittthhw jrii45ir^s 
power to explain. 

In the king’s library Sr John saw two enonaous tetin MSS. 
the vellum leaves of ^rhieb he possitiveiy aasefts are mada of 
a 0 see Is there no difierence between the ekm of « 

and that of an ars ^ ^ 

The king” (Gustavus the Fourtlt) fe said to regard the memory 
of hk failwr with mikmiasUe afkmtim. 1 eomcmplated a 
powerful proof of it ih an obcJl&k of one sotio ftnocE 09 Poa- 
PEYHY poATY FXiST HioH, whkh is ul ouee a monument of his 
taste m \ pietyj' p. KiO* 

Sk John hna made nearly as many biundmrs as Ite used worik in 
this sentence. 

In the fkrst place tlie obelidk is mt composed of ^kb solid 
block., hilt of mtmy blocks ; and the joints might be seen a couple 
^ hundretl yards distant wi^honr the a;id of gkissos. 

It isSfOT hiiilt of but simply of grey gmniie* 

It iscertiuuly nmek more than/orfcj/^c# high; but perhaps Sir 
John wisely recoiledcd that if he had Muted its true elevation, 
the assertion that it i» composed of a single Hock of p&rpkyry 
would have appeared too baneHTaced. 

Thk otohiric, which is one the daeet m thd wbrld,; warfeHHsted 
’ liy order of Gustavus the Fourth, te the memoir 6^ GuilW^ 
Third. The former, standing at its base, once addremed the 

q2 
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reflects more lionor upon Gustavus the Tliird, 
than all his victories, is Johan Tobias Sergell. 
The exquisite taste and matchless ability of this 
great northern sculptor, justifies the assertion that 
he was equal to any modern artist; and ex- 
celled in giving character and sentimatt* to his 


hngtn of SioclAiohu; when impudent plebeian cried out 

^ the 7'ogve! the iron chain and ring are wanting T — 

alluding to the mode in which swindlers are exposed. 

Treating of Oust a f Adolf's Torget, Sir John Carr calls in ^ La 
PUti'e du Nord ^' — an affectation of gallicising proper and local 
names, that is as ridiculous in a, traveller as il is mischievtais. No 
stranger conld find his way in Stockholm b) the aid of such a guide. 

Upon our rising’' (after dinner) “ at the same time,” (with the 
hostess) we stood mlemniy gating upon each other for alouf half 
we then cxclnm^iH} profound liowa and curtsies/’ p, 158. 
Sir^fei}jn might gaze at the company, but not the company at him : 
for this is the silent and f«>lemn manner in which grace is said in 
Sweden. A rircumstaisce of which it vx’as singular so iiiqamiive a 
traveller should have been ignorant. 

Ualcarlia and Uaicarlian^ p. 1 40, &c. Every fact and circumstance 

* ‘‘ Amongst the Stvedish sculptors, the name of Sergcll (it Mtchrf 
Ange du Nord) has long Ijcen jnhilt/ celebrated : his workshop 
aliounds with models of hcauip and grace,, executed with a spirit. 
of taste an<l fidelity that deserves the highest encoiniam. The Cupid 
ai^d Psyche, Mars and Venus, are to bo ranked amongst the most 
elegant examples of the Uvu ideal,, but is a lofty walk of art, 
and I must confess they appeared to me to lack something of the 
proineikeanfireJ^ James's Journal, vol. I. p. 2l4. 

Ti»e contmencement of this ])fefious morael of ptofound criticism 
is iolembk civil, but, short as it is, before Mr. James arrived at 
the endv hca^em^ to have regretted the praise he had lH*6towed at 
the beginning t There k cloarlj' a ^ lack something' of generous 
feeling in cold blooded hypereriticsi. 
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figures, in which great jquality he exce6d!e4. anj 
thing Canova has since executed; whi}^ in 
design anil execution Sergell has not been ex- 
celled by this celebrated Italian artist. 

The author, whilst in Sweden, always under- 
stood, that Sergell was ihe son of z Swedish far?m‘r: 

Stated, ccmiiortcd with these subjects, are foanded in error or roiacoo^ 
ception ; and some of them perfectly ludkr&us frow their ateiirdity* 
I'lisacanuit of a Dulcarl hut, p. 142, is copied ak^t literally from 
Iladcliffe’s translation, p, 190, already named. 

He states that Drottningholni ig ten milqj from Stockliolm^ it is 
not quite itn'Pii. 

His account of Queen Christina, p. " 144, is contrary tohistT} ; 
Hutl written in a oialignaut'bpirit If he had read WbiielockV Jour- 
nal of hw Swedish Emliagsy, be would have found a very diffmajk 
fliaractcr of that queen. 

Speaking of the arsenal at Stockholm, Sir John Carr saga* 

( iously oliserved, “ I was jiarticularly struck by the ciotheg of 
Charles the Twelfth, which he wore when he was killed, andijcry 
pwudty put thimi onJ^ What a falling off was there! Without 
being maliciously inclined, sucli folly is enough to remind the reader 
of the story of the ass ilressed in the litmus skin. 

He tells his reader that the bretti^km mre »o greasy they 
may bt fried and that the king never used any comb, ‘‘ but his 
fingers f and u^ed to spread butter on his bf<*ad with his thumb 
instead of a knife, p. 146. His account of the Svndish ladies'* 
is both ridiculcmg and inaccurate. .His asgertiem that Gustavus the 
Third secretly consulted with ln*8 friends in the recesses of the 
rooks* at Haga, p. 1 5JJ, is total Iy’groundh*ss. Equally inaccurate iabis 
description of Swedigli carriages, p. 159. His account of Dan- 
niora Mine, mors and all^ p. IGI, he borrow ed from Radcliffe^a 
translation, p* 108. His account of a culprit is as ludfriix^ua, 
as any blunder he had previously committed, as also ishisdestfiption 
♦'f Smedjegaurdy the Newgate of Stockholm, p. 176. 
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he hili rec^ifly bieen inform^, through the medium 
bf a British Hoyal Aeademiciftn, thht the father 
of Serj^eU was a German. Be that as it may, 
to the taste and muufficence of Gustavus the 
Third, he was indebted for the means of display- 
ing his astdmshing abilities, and of course, for 

iiir JTbhn's praise of ‘ Swedi/A washermomm.* p. 1 79, » very 
ill deserved; as taken on an average, there are no wise m all 
Europe, Sir Robert Kcr Porter, by way of a silent rebuke, gave 
in hia travels, a plate reprewinlmg persons whom Ae believed to 
have been washerwomen He was, however, essentidliy deceived ; 
for Sir John meant laundresses ; and the perdon-» reprtwnted in Sir 
Robert Porter's volume, wore mere drudges, wfwhing household 
linen almost as coarse as hop-aar.king* 

Tiis tale of * the indecorum of a little p. 181, m most cer* 
of all Sir John Carr’s errors, the most lutbcTous. It is really 
astomlhing he was so weak as to insert euch contemptible nonsense. 

Swedish Cleanliness.^^ p. 186. “ One morumg I was kwrik* 
ing over the d^ck from the stern ^ I beheld an openuion sfanewbat 
ridiculous; but as it originafed in rwe^e notion of cfcanlincsii, and 
moreover is one of the domestic customs of the country', I ahail 
relate it, Our skipper whs i)inj at the feet of a good-natured 
hrawney girl, who was a ; his head was on her lap, just 

as Goliah some time since rested ki$ in that of Delilah ; but the 
fingers of our fair companion were more kindly employed than irere 
those of the woman of the vtdlty of Swek! the skipper had no 
comb, perhaps never heard of such a thing, and ihh kind-hearted 
creature wa- sedulously consigning* with a humane, because an in- 
stanianeous dcsirwtiion of stmeation in every vital part by an 
erpml and fireilde pre^^sure, every* restless disturber of liii peace 
in that r^ion, which most assuredly most be, though doctors may 
dispute fAe point, the seat of reason ; the cabin-boy succeeded bis 
master, an J in return, with the keen eye and nimbk finger of a 
monkey, gratefully repaid the obligation Upon the head of bis bene* 
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tite aod wcial^ ,:tha]l; be aqquifj^ri/, was 
placed wiUi Moos, L’Ar<4>eveque, 
artist of distiogui^hed taleats an4 TW^eb d^fflrwed 
celebrity.. At the king’s expeoac* hei . was, after- 
wards sent to study at;, Eomej; .where he was 
soon distinguished by hia ,talents> and iodustry. 

factraw. Ill Italy, d««e MJgagipf, tUUec^i^c^ wn- 

i^itute the privcipal delights ef 

This ifl the laH quouitiou from Sir J<>hu (JaitV Nerthero SninmorA 
and eertujjily the most disreputiiLWe 1#. it<t ajutlmr. i^adj 'G^^jer ^ 
Koerstraud, once asked Mr. Brown what poaMihle motive Sir 
Carr could have for inserting suah diago^iag ir^ io tour. 
To thhi quention no aatiafactory anwer being giveOj hit Wy^d^ip aaifV 
** I fear, you English, are ari ihrnut^red nation who deliglit m 
slnuden Wire it olherwiae, your authoii^ dared not loadJtheir 
pages with auch offensive matter.’’ It is very Kkoly Sii* Johja 
intended to be vviity, hut fiijing in fl*at object, be beon^tp,.^ 
gwiljug. I'hc belter sort of people in Sweden are as clean the 
the aamo dkiss in England : and as to hia actsertion^ i\mi the filthy 
srenes be obtruded on tUe public eye, forming the principal (kligkU 
of Italian caurisbip^ it she a d^eaeofivliy tlmtfavor^f pfmeutal 
mbecility* With these remarks, Sir Jehu Carr a^^ the ^Jorthern ^ 
Summer are diamissedL 

Tlw next work that appeared, was Sir Uobert Ker Porter’s 
'JVavels in Sweden and Russia, in whose praise for industry^ 
accuracy, or cand<)ur there is litiJc to be said. With’ talen^ of a 
fdgber order thai\ Sir John. Carr powssed, be felt into errors no Iw 
proas. His criticisms on Swedish painters and sculptors will long re- 
main a moiuuncnt of his want pf liberality anil jusstioe. IIis panegyrics 
m the weak aod unfortunate king (Gustaves tlm> fourth; wljo wafi 
almost universally despised by hia subjects, slicwed a s^t^Uii^ of 
mind and manners no less* disreputable than the aud 

rout^mpt with \vhich he spoke of artist some of wbw fpm^A 
talents and taste commensurate, if notiar superw^ 
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A British sculptor, the late Thoriras Banks, R. A. 
anar tist if hip wajsthe equal ot Sergell in all but his 
good ibrttine, was then studying at Rome: be- 
tween tliose great and, splendid geniuses a frieud- 
ship was’ contracted that did not end with their 
.residence in Italy. 

Tht iifiKt quttj^ t« be reviewed k Doctor Thonuu> Thomson 4, 
Trar^ls?^ A work that with (greater profwiely have Icon 
cttHetl ‘ \ Minoralit|^icai iStirvey of Sweden, ’ vievt^ed in which light 
it ia an highly entertaining and inogt vafuabh* work. 

Thin author, p. 5, ^tpeaking ot' the rocks near W ingo Sundt 
states that not a bingle pimd^ ijor even a ticlten < r moss to be 
found iiptjn them. In this be was utterly mistaken! the writer of 
these remarks has traversed thcise Tery rocks^ s^ en seventl kinds 
of Ifcheur and between the ridges a toieraoie sprinkling of }>laitt% 
ahs;jjhj& plucked ripe rH^benitis and gooseherrieif of cxcdleui 
flavimPjf that grew and ripened tbere- 

P* 14, Mr. Thomson mentions having drank tea niib some 
family where they gave him only hot tmUr^ sngnf\ and {vmm; 
and thence he. <’<mcludes that all die Swediah ladies make poor 
tea! This was just aasaguciouK as VoltaireVtravefler, who, oohm 
, first entrance into some kingdom, seeing a rtvl haired landlord, 
wrote inhis jouraal, ** the peofplfi art: all nd haired,'^ 

Such imerile remarks are disgraceful to an\ traveller, above all, 
K> a man of Dr, Thoinsou’s wJence. 

His remarks aliout Loudon porter ; his assertion tJiat the Swedes 
, always use it, an* looilly erroneous; the Swedes seldom or never 
use any. p, 10, 17. 

The learned doctor s statement as to the wretched state of agri- 
culture so near to the bocond or third ciiy in Svv’cdon, and where 
prqvittiona were so enormously dear, are probably inaccurate. 7'he 
immediafe vicinity, of (>roihciihorg, uii'the shon^ of the Gotha A/f, 
prewmt mne very interesting objocis of study, aiul particularly 
the inscfiption carved on the bare rock near Kongsgrafwen i. 
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Whilst Sergell^ rcisided there^ 
some of his greatest works, : the^ 

Psyche so o' well knoiwn to northern trttvi^U 
and which the king, for whom it was e*eic(itedj ' 
allowed to remain in poiseis^sion of the artist 
during life: a Diomede carrying aWay the Pal« 

King Hjelm^ir's grave, 'diaeov^rod the great l^rCti«ite« Liwne 
on the 11th July J748, which lines Imve new yet been tfawsh 

Sir Oiarlfs Liane, thus eii:pres8es himself relntive to those cunoaai 

relics of ancient times. “ Ibmk 5[lfonajt here were any ; 

but the country people said^ that eastwarfl from the tomb was a 

mountain on wiiich something was engraved in unknown charaelm* 

We went thither, and xxe found tliree Imes inscribed, which ex* 

tended about two hundre^fi feH : die letters stood within the imea 

over and under, which ran longitudmally along the smooth shdvin^^ 

rock. Each letter was fjvclve or eighteen inchei long, atwigelferally 

one or two characters orer each line, though most of them, were 

almost straight, either perpendieulai' or leaning to the right or 

I «4ii certain this raaic stone km not been read for a hundrM 

years, m in many places the turf lay above the inseriptioo . two 

or three inches deep.*^ The author of the Noithera ^ Courts 

visited this spot on liie Sdtli August After inucti labor 

jiiid fatigue^ be foand the inscription allttdad to,*— Some of 

these clm actcrs resembled AyHi?XtTr;j(4tf, of the Greek, and 

Vnn^ofthe Hebrew, There were many other inscriptions muhd 

this spot, all equally unintelbgible to him* Tliese objocts , 

are a iiamly worth more attention than they have expo* 

rienced. When Mr. B, emjairud of the merchants of Gnfhcnbdrg 

respot't r g those inscriptions, no <me could give him the least miorma* 

tion. Even the lustio*, who lived near, had forgotten, or never 

« 

had kmwa thorn; at last, by the aid of a very old wtunaii he 
(lisi'overod the place. Tlie tu i’ was again eccuwmlated m inch 
thick ujsou the rock ; which, perhfUKj had been growing ever rince 
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liMlmm ; wrought inCdn^rh inarh!^ about four 
feet in hfeight> for Mr. Talbot, of Wales: a 
faun r^poiding, for a French ambaOsadorat Malta. 
Wheifl he left Rome he went to Paris, where the 
known taste of the Swedish king, his warm pa- 
tronage of M. Sergell, and the exquisite works 

8&: Claries lioWs visit m 1746. If Mr. Thomson had boon 
htfonned of these ol^ects, par^eitltrijr the salt springs^ md the 
blocks of stone, strewed along the shores^ he would no dotiibi 
hare paid them due attention. 

The learned doctor's dnerrations on agriculture, are ratibally 
erroneous. His aseertiofi that ^ the in Sweden are all four 
Wheeled,’' p.2G, is huighaUe : their carts hare only rsoa wheels,, 
as with us. Thei'e are no blankets to be seen in Sweden ill'' 
p# 28» This, if possible^ is worse than his assertion respecting 
\jfaur wiee/ed carts J ** The Swedes hare axa light flaxen hair 
imd>L ruddy countenance* I would say, they hare a ceitaun 
degree of flahhinm risible in their p. 29, His 

remarks about the post-boys arose from his total ignorance of 
their language, and of the posting law.~‘< The peasants in 
Sweden arc alt clean and well dressed in costrsc atva ckthiV^ 
He describes the Dalkariians, p. 201, as being all dressed in 
<< wMHsk eiotki,'" and in the very same province they certainly 
dress in hkek / So much for the accuracy of his assertion 
that all thO' rustics dress in ‘ SLua clt>tb. As if he were 
running a race, and committing blunders against time; in 
p. 30, he says the peasants have jiil round hats, and wear 
silk handerchiefg round their nedts/’ There Is not one Swedish 
labourer in ten tiiouiwmd that ever* had a silk handktrehttf of 
his own in the whole course of his life ! 

Hia remarks, p, 30, that tk- country wheelwrights and car- 
penters elm^s take advantage of strangers, ai*e unjust: there 
there ate kh&V^ ae V9tell as fools to be found in most countries, 
but the taken as a whole, are proverbially 
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he faftd executed at Eome^ .procured rac^- 
tion highly Mattering*: M^ilst 
Paris* he modelled, and finished# one ,|he jmpst 
perfect pieces of sculpture that, accoiding: <10 
4hb6 Winkelman, ever w&s produced % any 
artist, ancient or modern.! It was the OtriMas 

hooest. Dcwtor irbollDiScn, hke Sir Jpha cfrr, Porter, Sic. 
bes iaetaisoi|>bosed proper mftmeB, and .made dte ortbogta^y 
of Iby conform to its pronunciation spellibg AJasd, 02<nM^ 
His description of the water-falls, of llWibatte is vety n^uh 
inda<Nl below the grandeur and voMtiMss of the object, p. 38. 
He calls LitMpmg, small town,«wbicb (£^ Sweden) Is a con- 
siderable inland city, containing several large and handwnne 
edifices. 

s * 

Mr. Thomson mentions a work, at HonsStter belongifi^ to 
Hof JnnkerenBengt Van HofTsten, to whom the writer of these 
remarks had a v<^ry kind introductory letter from 
Qeyer of KoerStrand, his brother-in^awo They wera an hos* 
pliable family. The seat and grounds are reckoned, among 
the rural beauties of Sweden. It is singular^ Doctor 
indeed, passed them by unnoticed. These views are so very 
grand it is next to Impossible, when seen, they could be forgotten. 

Chapter III. is very scientidc, and wholly dedicated to 
nuneralogiGal subjects, P» 45, the doctor asserts that 
herg was inaccesitbk! There aie many families dwelling on (he 
top* and there must be romafe, of course, by wliicb they go up 
and down. He is siienjt as to the beautiful cascades and 
scenery formed by the Gotbe* Alf in front of Sir C. Bagge's * 
seat. And though he gave such copious information ai^ to 
agriculture, and was so very near the scats of Barons Silfwer- 
slyold and Von Plaaten, two of the first agriculturists in Sweden, 
he has not named them nor their improvements. 

The greatest part of is covered by forests of pines 

and birch/ p. 64. A gross mwepmsentariom^ ; pic- 
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(mentioned t)y Mr. Coxe)* in Ae figonies of deatb, 

liis face expressing a. love of glory subduing pain, 
and inacribing on liis shield. Tpowtu'w, “ To, 
t^wlohj/. !'* This beautiful piece was about eighteen 
inches Ipng. 

From France, M. Borgell passed over to Eng- 

turc^iH? tibotincl^ in i/W? itt<l mines ; there is also 

a fjri^at deal of weff cultivated land, as he admits ia anotluT 
place. Tobami is 'itibt tised as generally as Doctor Thomson 
asserts it\ p. 05, nor' is it cultivated to any cmsidvrul/ic (xfent 
in Sweden. 

'His bten^atiohs Vblitivff ti) the demand ol' his passport by 
the sentinels at CJrebro, p. 66, shows how little he had b«eii 
accustomed to passing through fortified towns in time of w^ar. 
Tlic comment, p* (>7, on the search made by Custom-h»)use 
officers, are marked by the same sUunp. 11' Mr. had known 
that tfie locaf du(ie& arc farmed in every city, he would not have 
made them. »Spcaking of (Jrobro, he asserts, The liouses 
ai'e AIT If he had walked throiigli this city in day time, 

(t|fat will probably become the future capital of Sweden), hh 
eyes must have convinced Iwm to the contrary. The comments 
in p. 74, relative to SwTdish posting, dii^plays his want of moic 
correct infonnation on the subject on which he wTOte. He 
reproaclies the peasants for having obtained ‘r; imnapohf of 
supplying post horses ^ whereas it is notoriously a soiuce of 
the greatest oppression under which agriculture labfjrs, and 
’ is often ruimus to the poor farmers/ who are campdlcf work 

^ The same author mentions ainolhcr work in which Sergell 
was er|gag^y|i namely, a statue of Gustavns the Fourth Adol- 
phus cVownil^ with laiifda that bust of Gustavus Adolphus the 
(heat, 'Vbl i^/pf 69. Mr,%own has no recollection of seeing 
any siich ktttue eiUter in the palace, or in the work-room ot 
tnc artist. 
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land, and resided some time in Lo|::^on, |is^iating[ 
with dur most celetiilfetfed aijtists/ w!io,*'^loibdrrow 
Sir Horace Walpole’s wbr^^, ** werb ia fip^r^ 
about 1780. Herice he Returned to iwedeu, 
where he was ennobled by Giistavus th^ Tbira, 
having delighted his munihcent kibg by tte |»rit 

or no work, to send tlieiriiorsos to a certam statioa at a certain 
time- As to tjie law (bat ‘ mach^ of the same itifiaence^ i- a- 
limiting the rate of driving to>ie Bwglkh per hoar ; it 
is probably not correct. In 1808, tliey to go 

i Swedish within tlie hour, is tjiearly seven cnib;^ 

finglisli- 

Mr.Thomson, p. 811, mentiems Mr. 

D undos, a scotch gentleman, ‘ who purchased it ten years since.' 
He alluded to Ekhohnsuud, a place well worthy a travellers, 
notice ; an account of which is inserted in a note to page 34iii^ 
vol. i. Northern Courts. 

Inp. 84, our traveller asserts, thatsogre/z/ uaf tht fe^tiUty 
of s'ofiw hind nau' Tibhh% he counted a single ear that contained 
sixty-four grains of barley; and another ^itb eighty! and that 
the crop was the finest he ha<|^,ever acfch ! In p. 428, the Icaniied 
dornor gravely asserts, that the average crops of Sweden yield 
t/idy ana-Jifih of an English bushel from an acre ami a qi^arter ; 
und this, he says, “ is the mserahk pittance of each individual, 
per annum Ilf It is really astonishing how^ he could allow such 
very absurd statements to escape liis pen ; or risk the couse- 
cjueiiccs of attempting to instruct the Swedisli nation how to 
increase the general avpragp of their crops tlnrf^^oid ! In this 
page of monstrous blunders,. the learned doctor affirms that 
every farm has about me acres of forest, by way of 

canutxou. It is beyond the authors power to explain by what 
means Doctor Thomsod has beeu“so com|)h‘teIy bewildered and 
misled. Tii the table, p. 4213, he that tlie fmmknd 

Swedish is about an acre and a 'piarter Engli^|i ; the of corn 

he stales to be no more than onc^ienth pari of an English hu^bcl! 



53E38‘ ' <Stf BTAt tnt ' TH» ' TH'illD. 

of hiti and 

cJds'-of'his worte:''''"; '''•■■?■’ *■■'!■':•' 

The aathor '' hirii ' thht airlen 

Ser^lTii^is iti fee by^ that 

neiin 6 ti 8 ahe^choly, whidi aftema^ acquiired 
80 po> 8 ’erful ah ihlki^ce as to render iuO llfo 

it is X’qttal to abcmt thlfty-fbai^ ^tiHons 'beer messHK. 
i^ft enonnons error he hts dMiuiefaed the pibdece of edtu 
ia the pToportion of about jorty-nine oiat of every ' 

So far frdtti tyis"^(ii»erable pittanefe being all that fidb^ tjis; 
sho^eof an individual^ the foBowing statement will prove- tJiAt 
a fanner’s eemnt has upends of tm tjuartm of com, bet^ides 
meat and vegetables, allOvreft for his subsistence. ’ 

The allowance of statt drmgame^ or victualled servants, in 
Sweden, is each 

Fcr Anntm^ Dmly uU<ymnce, 

One tunna of rye. One pint of new milk, 

Two ditto of barley. ' At kasi a quart of sour ttdik, 

Three-fourths ditto barley and or butter milk, with cabbage, 
onts mixed, for malt. turnips, carrots, accord- 

Quarter of a tutm, or a bushel, ing to chrcumstanCcs. 

of pease. They are not allowed any can- 

Thtee pounds of hops. die except at Chnitmas, the 

Two ditto of wool, fire serving them instead. 

One tunna of potatoes. At Christmas, each is allowed 

Sixty pounds (English) <rf" dried Two kappers, or a peck, of rye. 

beef Three ditto. Or nemly half a 

Twenty pounds of bacon. buShel of malt, 

Quarter of a tunn (350) of tine pint of brandy, 
hehriitgs, Thkoe pounds of beef and bacon 

One-eighth ditto of salt, about Half Of a salt-fing, 
nine gallons. A middle size candle. 

These Brown derived from Mr. George 

Stephens (or Stevens), an agriculturisi employed by the Society 
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ui^p^fr ^ drpi^^^lEQ .fipm; 

his Atudies Icmg befoi^ met;^ , or . 
juootibas. '■ 

, jOfi^bw retnm ^rp ^od^ho, Sergi^>;V|^^,rp:* 
ceivfd. witb great distwctt*^ tM: Jcn^; 

aipl nchea flpved ,faiit u|^ 4^; ,aD4 lua4^^^ 

of Oreteo, pwe^, that ov.^ ^a 4 ?me)r’« iporp coim 

food thuo Doctor Tbom^oo ^wed/ to 

by Ws oTroijieous statcineat. , ,, ; ■ > ; 

^ , jTbo i^as vary from twelvo to twenty h €. horn 

01 ^ pound ftatccu shillings to throe poeuda sietliog per ^uum, 
besito two rix dollars earnest; andtiios^l^ paiT4of 

shoesi worth three shiUings per pairt m^i ino^ very good be- 
haviour, also a pair of boots, iUl the formers labour^s pay a 
{)oU taXf amouuttug to nearly six ehilliags Eoglisb- this is oalled 
MantuL His wages, clothes, and food, in ordinary times, w^re 
computed at one hundred rix dollars, or fifteen pounds, expense 
to his . employer. The H?itt dimgame^ i. r . victualled seryantp, 
live iu an out-house, where they have bed rooms, kitchen, &c; 
to, themselves; ; and a ibiaale drudge to Wait upon tliem, whu k 
called drapgames pigan, it e, the serais" xnaid* When itny 
traveller pleases to commumcate the result of bis researches in 
foreign nountrms, he should- be very cautious that he i$ not 
misledi. or adapts erroneous opinions. Swedert bomg tlm imcwV 
interesting theatre, for the naturalist, or minoraJogkt, in idl 
Europe, Doctor Thoinson natiuruUy thought he should be able 
to assist and direct the future , researches of those classes of 
travellers, and tuore particularly the lovers of mmaralagy. This 
task h<‘ \^ppears tolutve peiftirmed in a style fer surpassing every 
^th^r Englfsb tourist; and at i« mucli to be regretted, he med- 
dled with Swedish agriculture* i There is a large fund of science 
displayed in this volume ; and much good sense and liberal 
ficntimcnt. Relative to the fine arts, he says little , but that 
little k modestly expressed, ai'4 indicaltes t better ta»t6 than inost 
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Increa^ his fame, and please ^ royal patron, 
led him to attend with close application to his 
profession; and he produced those exquisitely 
sculptor^ busts of the king, queen, and royal 
family, that are to be seen in the great palace at 
Stockholm; and if Oharles the Fourteenth, 


of lus predecea>o^ posRested. The cndravours of the teamed 
trav^illcr td exalt the grandeur of the accnery around his favorite 
city (Edinburgh), seems to have led him to detract a littiie from 
tlic matchless beauty that distinguishes the locality of StOiCk^ 
holm, i)erhaps beyond any other city in the world. £dinbdi|;li 
is unquestionably nobly adorned by romantic and picturesque 
views ; but a single glance* at the view given by Mr, Jfames, 
vol. i. p. 193, though too small and loo distant to convey au 
adequate idea of its beauty and grandeur, will satisfy any rea- 
sonable person of its superiority over Edinburgh. This marked 
partiality is pardonable, if not commendable; and his pages 
are free from that black malignancy that disgrace Acerbi's 
volumes ; from the frivolity that runs through Sir Jolm Carr's ; 
the mixture of pride and caprice so conspicuous in Sir Robert 
Kor Porter's, and the unbecoming, ungracious hmimr too visi- 
ble in the otherwise valuable Journal of uTour in Sweden, &c. 
by J*T, James, Esq. ' 

Tlie Mr. Swedenstjema raehlioned by Mn Thomsboi p. I06\ 
was sent jto England in 1805 or at the expense of tlie 
Swedish mine owners, to observe and reptirt the state of our 
iron and steel works. 

Part of the observations on the Swedish, Danish, tmd Ger- 
man languages, p. 107, 8, 9, bear evident marks that the learn- 
ed writer was rather out of his Moment, and did not perfectly 
understand the subject. 

It is astonishing Mr. Thomson should afih’m there are no 
taverns in Stockholm I There are scvf^ral that come completely 
within the denomination, and more than u hundred houses 



' CUSTATO'S'TME'tH|E,|).; 


a 




>hc^(| retnitid tbcs ptoccfatorp pf 
pimed by Ser^ell, wltdm he t?ou$uItcd relMiVe to . 


where wlifmrics ure;'^\W,;aii<3,,if|r^§^ 


*>.jj|.^'-. ^ i • 11. >; , , . -^v ' . , ' ' "’ ■ ‘ 

Rin^te^, ol‘ ' iSwodoii, the Autli^r 

'ieiSiif , errors of Poctor f a>:^^ in 4Tt>d 

their source. , .v^, 'A' . '’'' ' 

Tl\e Ust work to ho,, reviewed is the Jouf^i^ a Tt>^f h* 

Jf^wedehV' hy 3'. T. Jumo,s^ Esq. ,, , ^ v 

Tlie mistakes epquuned io tliis wdr^ are ceriamly Imjtu- 
.tn^rous than in the pr^cc(hn|,; .hut the (ixcrflencies* 
of less importance. Mr- Jaines secnas^to hav^* made 
mind to see nothing to admire in 1Sw«5dcu» tjie water 

fvdls und laudsc?^)e yiews^ by 

lus means of self cultivation, a^djiyhi^d hb., vyori:. Except 
the Swedish ' artists have deteriorated very gceuilj* sincp 
iS08,; liifit chmctc^, 'of the pai^tOT^ yol I, p. 20P, must 
be vcf 7 for he denies . by miplicutioii, thn ,gjift 

(if original gmtti\ to the whole hodj, ailoyiiig liuan only the 
humbler nurit ofmifaiiott* And, unless tju) dis|K*^iUon of the 
gentlemen of Sweden ivas .alsiychan^ed, and very too, 

for the worse ; h!s des<tipti«aqf their maniiers is bath iihherul 
and unjust Vol. 1* p., *24^, he, thus cypresses hims-elf, “ Hi- 
^Vly ceremonious/ they make their stiff and me.asurcu eourte- - 
sies i he lather ilunj tb^ forms of hfe, ami seem in a 

.sttaugAO'V <‘yc, a people co(d m/h(;ir, mturr m the. len 
iiu n iw.U upm. Their chm^’/terislics, a passive courage not 
uumived wlUi indolcJicc* : a pride not free from ignorance: u 
VOL. 11. It 


: 1 these 

i"'’.!^'i '' ''* 

iwiindshed 


esc remarks, which ; tip 'dytryi^t 

merit of the work .t^onsidewl as h mteerateTOal 



< tm&r^TU fpM immith M 

in 

^ Ikih 'f^l|' i^MblMatns' 
itm tani^ '|4 mI jftciemW |p^ Wjr %f>t 

order, fiif lu^ood Htbe desfo^tion % 
d. T,,>«i^ay, $»t(|. in biit lotttna), is idll be iEdsii|n 
d9i dbe ipev^w |^a nf i furt ^ tbit wod^. 

fi-oatiadiSs(«ace--«fiW4^ t1)e&e«q»^inozi»beWibte^^ 
leases of the v«i^<sliBnntaci«e«» BfrJwel 
If he fbuod the ^tredtah geit^MnaA as OOtd as the sao# 
he ii««Us,-~-^hkh is aa aiwammt^e tkssenisn, M^ht^iot 
hwe otj|;i&atod m the se^rciiKm aarcaotie onsr^s*. 
or sollen and cdi||osaptuons g}aiioe->~of the narratot* ^ Wirdt 
fdl the mtin ttat dufinure Doctor ThomsonV trork, there arc 
mlmy jtiHt and wise remarks, amongst stioeh mig^t, with gteat 
fe^ety be clasBed the fallowing;, vir. “ It w owing to things 
Hds kind, of no KhlparcAt cogasequonce «a themsdieos, liM 
of very groat cotueqaenne on aecotint of the «M;pK>ssibn sHitcK 
they mhka, tiaat Great BnUm is oo ttnp^niiarwith'niost nathlts 
entheoootinent; mad that the Fieudh, wr^ sli their nynsticc 
mid tyianny, two upon the whole jnsjft arteptaUr, ^ fhore is 
hoMaethiBg in hotnan nature whuh'Seads men to rosoot mc^enor 
igMhi more dian itqusbce. There ts hanUt^ tiny jMlnesd who 
mtlikl not radier §^ve a man who had robbed him of hts 
money, than one who hasjtroatodhlm nsaihoK fism06t&:^sh' 
men who travel* (tSt, dAsms affords a sUijking ttswoiioe of nbe 
jnstioe of thw letnath), “ ns lia ns 1 have had na oppoitnoity of ob* 
eervh^ the 2 n,tihereH aaonaicoouhflhle widitoietibreigiims, wiPi 
'whoin th^ aasortate, Inow that they despise them. The tMli|; 
wkeh sotpeii^ memost upon such occiudoRsVas,'that the pecqik 
ntaengst whom they were b&rr <mth tim «o /m^.* Hht audior of 
the Northmh GOims has tiod the same ground as Mr. dames 
and Msooii ted with persons of as great nuak and oonseqnence : 
but, during (on moitbs reaidenct m Sweden, and daily inter* 


awTAVWf rm vttim. * 

« 


in ipoifrer, received & griSait acceesien |lf p««nrer 
vlien his royal patron was assaseiaaM } hlit it 
not induce him to retire altogether hi* 
labours. He modelled, and ba^ Oaid in gypiy tiOO 


colossal figtirea, to adorn ilie limeral himors paid 


WvrfHft wiifa persoos emin^t for rank, ^ 

he never sav <a>y lastanoe of awh ha4 t»0m, vt fuiy , 
^ang that gave nsc to o^Hatoes likn thoita broaobad by 

James; who ceitamtjr po»s«5sses ccmsid^eable bttt 
who#' imlgment apt>eat$ to hiw h»«n warped *by too ovctn 
weaomg an opinion of hisii^wn iniportancni^sJlf a tiavdlter 
io he respected, he should pwe himself 
Uy rendering it where it is due. The msoleoee mA 
thtt Appears so conspicuously in the curnage of eo many British 
traToUers ; their sullen rescire, their dmi-barbaroua h^uteuTy 
have entailed more odium on ihm country tlian alt 
political or commercial. It greatly touded to uiilte the conti- 
nent against us under Napoleon ; and the same vik and dis-* 
honourable conduct in individuals is at this moment lUpidly 
opemting to the same end. Tlie Mr. 8wedens^etnsi mentimed 
by Doctor Thomson, p. 106, visited Gmit Bntam, and after 
a coaiaiderahlc stay, upon his return to Sweden he published 
hi« tour. That gentleman was oeruiidy Mr. Jatpej^’s ecpujgd 
to birth, situation, abilities, and attammeuts. If he had been 
inclined to have indulged m u sarcastic cpierulous tone, and 
to have expressed himself plesmed with only very few persons or ^ 
things, he was at least as competent to task as Bfr. dames; 
instead of which, he seemed to have viewed this country as a 
philosopher, and spoke of it in dignified and respectful terms* 

Mr. James takes but little notice of the living pot'ts of Swe- 
den, or the works of the dead. Be mentions Chevalier Edtor- 
ermts, K. P. S. who was ennobled in 1 808, as fidkr- 

crantr (vide p. 215, and note)* He met there the chief Stetary 

R 2 


beloved 'GdstavuS/' the ohti'*|Xffemalbi, ' 
SlematicaV of Sweden; the othif a lion, the 
eniblenct' ol' Gothland. iThat which reprefsented ^ 
the gettitis of Sweden, of all the majestic female 
figures the aiithof eVer beheld, was the finest. Tljie 
attitiide was touchingly mouthful ; the beautiful 

characters inSt^kholm. Was it here he found the rig-irf unlmnd- 
wliit'h ho complainotl ? In Cbevalkr Edlcixirantz he ; 
saW a ji^oQtleman, whose eleganre of manners, and K^itll cn^ 
dowments, shonld have checked this pro])onsitY to 0€?3iSWI^,rs^ 
This noble Swede is celebrated as a first-rate poet, 
quality it was that procured lum the patronage of Gwsjti^Vthe 
Third. Yet ]\lr. aliogethej* silent on that interesting 

^ When Mr. Brown was in Stockholm he had the 

t. 

honour of being introduced to this nobleman, from whom 

be received the following note, viz. — ; ; 

* ^ 

**, MydmSir, n>tli April, 1^08. 

1 have read with preat iliough nol » j*frfi>ct eoiiviction* 

Air, Cohhett’s nrgumentjj, tendbg to ])ro\e war in gtineral to la? uwtonlv w^^i- 
sary, bat cv< a conducive, to the cjenpral happint'ss of rnankmcl, and cbiisc- 
queutly a real good, though not mnu'nrrd ^\ilh ?vil. ^Tfie stttjic readying could 
he applied] to (Itailt ; and a*^ it is pcnuilt* d us to delay this }at>t happy 
iio .long as, possibly can j so nation.- ukiy, I Uupt*, he fTCused in twoidhij; or 
delaying the forn^er. I a^a ujocli obliged to you, Sir, for tlieir coiunftmicatiou, 
and shall )>e still mere so if you sliould jo'ant thf" continuation of ihcrr). 

1 rciuaifi, with great t^steciu, 

' My dear Sir, jw 

Your oheditmt humble wirvant, 

. ' * A.M.^DLEBCJlAKT2/\ 

J, fhwmt 96 , PaL^ Gaatn*^ ^ , 

. This is ''Copied from iho- Kuglish in which it was 
written. Is there any rigid formality visible in this? Are 
llier(‘ no traits of humour in his criticisms on Mr. Cobbett’s 
Regis-ter? The yvriter ranked high as a votary of the 
belles Mires. 



V 'fiusTAytJ,s rat:, TiiiaD. . 

features ^wed nd Jess fortiii^de 
Tbe lion was', stretched couchsiit 
; 'the female, its "head placed stra^ht . 

extended paws; and the artist ha<i -cohitrived td 
throw into the attitude and features of the soye- ‘ 
reign of the forest, a strong, paUtral appearance of 

• f . 

topic. fU' ibr6w,n a great deal of dry matter inui kh 
• fills a space whicli migbt have heea occupied more 

:'%fi tftr advantage of his reader, ' 

■^r . Jumes assert**, p, ^3!^, Rfst paper note of S-wedeii 

was ijjfcarnped in 1717, lift the reign of Charles the IVelftiu'* 
In be is wrong ;'jttere wei^ ahund^ce ofpapev nmeij in 

rixeulation long before that period. - ’ 

In the ciilMoet of im,uunal . and natural curiosities at Dratt* 
iiiughohn. V hicfly collected by Queen Louisa tJlrica^ there ^as 
deppsitfid of the first BiUik notes issued in SiVeden. It 
w^s dated Mbo. The sum was no larger than ^ fto dakr 
’ that is, xatlw more than a Spanish dollat, to which 
instrument ten Bunk djn^ctom seltheir name^i and seals! 

Mr. Janies, in the tmxm pggeas^rfes ijiat it was not till 
l78iJ: that gold and silver to ig'roaf scatxc in 

Swedenl'J, ' ' ’ , / * ' 

Sfif= rfathahiel Wrastttil yi^^Hed Sweden iu 1774: tdud ih ioi/r 
is deeply tainted with the^ Same levity and ill-timcri sarcasm 
lluit occasloni^lfy disfigure Mr. James's Joumal, andhiseiTors 
are , perhaps, much more numerous. In ^Traartf // a tour, p. 9(L he 
asserts that during a journey Qf 400 miles, namely, from Hel- 
smgb^*rg to Stockholm, be did not siae one hit of .viix<r or gold : , 
that tlm only oiroulalang inedinm was p&pet, or copper! 
Mr. James^ was evidently ignorant of the Swedish tongue, ov 
so muhy }>roper liaufjs of men and places would not have been 
so incorrectly spelt: which dnficifency alone is almost auiusur- 
mountable obstacle in the svay of every traudler to whom it 
attaches. It was in sdl probability, the reason of Doctor 
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'grief and desponde^yV j&ti 

Ii®'|yp8,.,wfere, in ISO^, iii S€ir^i'|i%ork faijin, 
that with behatiful mo^^ils 'and casta, 

the productions of his masterly hand. Amongst 
these objects, So fascinating to the admirer of 
exqhisite SOulptute, was a dgiite, also of gyj^’, 



Tllqffnson fitUing into such mimerom wqd gmae errors; many of. 
idiich he might havo avoided, evao by consulting any 
and EugHsh djetionarj^ . ' 

Among tlie mistakes of minor conss^li^.nce i#, M ; 

temang the Qptha Alf, tte river vide vol* 1. p. f>> Id* 


That river takes in ttfe Nottmv^ as tS%e 

of mountains are c^l^d, that s^jnu'ate the Sttfi rof Trondheim 


(Drontheim) from Osterdalen. Tu Norway the stream is t:alle4 
the Tr^mild £lv : whore it enters Sweden, it takes the tianm 


of the Ckm Mf * — Passing throtigh Wehoerlund, it entenfe 


VeneriJLake atCarktadt* The only outlet of that 
ctf ^fipeBb water is near Wenersborg, , and called tlie 
Jfff bk*au»e it runs fhrou^ West GothlaiiA Mr. Coke 
committed this nuStake his iravelf, and it j^iSs i^n copied 
by every British traveller since hk time. 

James having arrived at Xbo, tlie Oik jDoctor 
lljomsphV Vdh 1, p. 360, he menticMss ^sia 'iW^Ays 
hf i piipil of iSergeH, UJv'strativc of lAc histpiry of ,lean|big in 
those parts, fM>mmehciug with a fkWe IVdnjf M is to 

be regretted that Mr. James had not his 

name, nor the gcutTOsity to Vcco|d It in His pages! Perhaps 
il vrm Mr. Johan Nfclas Byi^ordi, fho^ % t^wjesided in ^ 
house of^I^r. /%evc58hitilili5, raerchanf (near Serj^S resident), 
on Bliinks Stocl^iolm, ' it Way ^ be 

posed the hiclidiidhcdy that op^ssed his ^eai master, must have 
t>ec‘n sonW impediment to Sis attaining ' Wat full degree of 
imjtrUciioh'^Ho would otherwise have hai : Mr, Byrstrom in 
1808, had already distinguished himsyf, particularly hy a figure, 







, fiC^; ,.. 'I 
i^', .jsea^tli, ' 

■yas.' .not in , '0': •Europe^, ^ '•'. |*aris, ' , 

- : sculptor’s work, or i 
$0 mkuy and as 
/$4 pio be remem|)^j;8d, '^C|»^';w;;Pyii^ 
JSapoleon, id' «o' wuntr 3 f’!:^' 'jliucK:'^^ 
trpnafe boarowed, as Sfergidl en^y^ 
l^ias^ua 


was' anotfae'r'ae^iikle trait id'’''t|i|!,<^a 7 , 
,jv.™^'rdit,OastaToS'tke-,^ to ;|)a^ 

of art».^tnfd:a^ta/'w|i^ 

'"■^'1l^"^'attd' that wa»’'''Ms'''dt^a|^,and bbcdi^Qld^'' 
cafriage whilst sittiak'' 'll* acidit^^ or paipyi^irji;' 
0!> thbi« owi»iWw0%j«d,;. tui 
4|it$eruig jnsects thatatoacc a-hd %4dt*ie4 

aooai iiO inches ^ig, mo^al^ 

mi .cast in gy|^ . ex|litbitioB/.S 


l»Ca^ riMsdiog'ikc (|ii i|(l^ Aci) ,-^Plneas, 

. ty At^stus aa^' ()^via,.,i^o$^'Jitta^on lyere fissly '|wpfC^d 
Wh«*« d&e, poet i^d, **'#»' Jj^ar^l^' m/;’ .fafi 

Msin^ilus-l' ;^ Tiie' posfeeuisp'pf ''Swe^h,^inian^ Rtissa, 
fiaturaUy dtjejs;^ dW^y from Stockholm’ a largp proportion, of 
arUste, ' wh;Oj,’.,afr^. ,'_the pro^onoB‘^of^.^^«oy^.^ who 
dentes of 

,'.L^^(^taIt, .nii[ay.»^we a dokree,|E^.|^me ..wtd not to be 
It^ned for lii Sweden': _ ^rl'j^l^s’s 

doiToborate the justice.'df Gene^ Sir. pserMpp 

. Illative td.tl»..r«tepdrpolfry ofi^haii^j.'. 'iik'P 
people are' reconciled tkeir of j^asters, and the ri^ 

and fae ip^ks^ wifh the miorf p^erfit] |>ro|^tu^ of 

thenr.^ospi^rs. , ':Vj'.,;’' ',' 
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andfiaffbtded tha 8 
of ‘iliBir ■ t^W’ 

Ijeot adya^ga'. ■ •' •' 

'the Sei^^I s that the! ddtKbtes^^ 

sa\v-’ hua!*' :hfcKeves,- .the^/iast this' gtbat', 'artist 
' .eybr e'^'fe|T%d'^^wafe;the 'drawing, ' ndodeUiu^;'"'^ , 
cSstiiig ih*l)Wttze, of the statue 'of his beldVed! 
hjhg "^a\ ron ' which ma^ificeht piece of ai*t 
was opened to the public, with' the »iifnost;j^om|>'^ 
and cereittony, by Oustayua the Foiif 
Febnlary,, 1808 , 

'1'he Apollo ttelvidere*^ is supposed lo repb^iit 
that deit) at instant when hia' arrows "S^d 
pieredd the heart of the Pythtm, and before the 
twang of his rtiighty bow had ceased. * Without 
being a copyist Sergell seized a siriiilar happ^ 
thou|rht, whereby to <^fer national interest 
thih statue, lie chose the monienA: so dear to 
hei^rts of Svv^edish W^tfiors,^ whw*tifeii5j!t inonarc^^ 
fllushed by recent victory, returned tb his xsapitafi 
fibrn-Fititadd, on<‘e more, to cherish ahd dnihiatb 
lli^'hflg^arts, bearing m bis hatid idie;eiriblem^ 
peace. . As the battle of Sveitslcsmid '^yed the 
way to peace,' Sergell. skilfully aytilud himself of 
that''cjfctitn$'tiahce, in '"grouping '^!thb'''sh*iue':: ’’the'' 
head, small ahd elcvatcAv is UhfedVteredi 
his 06^iii]| , locks Unoonfined ; ; ;the ’mahtie, tlfe* 
ancietit 'hi^leim^of ' high command, ^vbs .bt®adth 
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vide AWnfifking^, &c. liy G. A. Stotoolm, 





^Ker,^giu:e ; .,ti|[e'^€!l|!i|g*,iefe«»ti;,' 
by ai tbin 4raj)efy ia tb^ Spaoish vfb<*^^ 

(o! the 'utmost, ady^tage, nej^tX^- ]^ Ift bjs ; 

whjph if 1^44^16 of ,a„' 

jtbe.H(f;( 5 if;. grasps m.tbe , 

wgbt*g.rau^^f Ry ex^|i4ed tw hit <?apitel, tb^, 

.* 0 lj 3 ^ 4 ;,:braaob bj;Wt'«ie..'''.’liife'f 2 ice is m 0 re;t.ha 4 a 
it is so very: 0 Xpff^iv&.of ,the'm>'u 2 ){^d 
l'iAj4'^d.,-v^ea iig||i^4-ap b^-^y aajd'.-j^yftil' 
4l<^..-tb|j|; warrior^_,;'ajft4 

surl^,. ;!iiriiO'J 'g^ied ' ba^tbe 'elituf ,,^aud ’by" wboj^tf ■ 
the mompry of. this moniii^b is still cheyisbed. 

Ip casting btaifoe^ some material pocidepts 


occiyi^rcd, witli tlje metal: . essclpsive of several 
ip4|Ot . dolects, the rigb* ^og was displace^, 
.^tese miSforttpes,,, after great^'ltab^ were,i!eme:- ' 

died^ by himseljf, vybb .did apt, bovrevesr^ 

,ftpj»U,^fhis,.'g!^eat,,work :^^istatice'.6f 

bf,, ^ppydTej^'Fbose •tasie;apd' spienciP'.yv^epD. eani- 
pentiy displayed ip its pompletioa, apd gejoueraUy 

®PP^9‘Odeji*,'" '/,' /■ )!•, ; , '. : '’', '■' -.<. , , ■' 'v : ,• ' 

. jin iSfbd' .i^ergeU ; was opt accessible to - bis 
depresi.^j^ndfi! Captain Kej: Pprtpif fmmd^q|i^s, 

, ^yreverii.togaAd'^ceaP'lb^^tbe.ittlsp^^ 

Ipnient pfy^hiebbisjanb^ue^^ proved, he 

was undeserving:; , Of he Gu&tavus 

the Fourth .atfet^ Sergett serlwtsly; the eleva- 
tion of the Priced .of PontdCoryp more, The de- 
sponding artist absolptely refused to see the newly- 






* . etected Crown ^ Prince, who;' ' 

''’^l»mppomM,is iraid to have:|nitej^^oh|W 
the meian^ly artist, paid lum mjaLa|t:0^p)uno|^ti 
and requ^t^d hiOi to exjM^Kjtn.his bust:, |h mat^. 
The author ia wahle to whether the requ^^t 
of the ms cdm{died^^^ mqst probdlt'ly 
it was not: according Waa account derived from 
ah eminent 'artist before ^Iqded to, ^ 

been dead some yearsj* ahd»th>ts 
the throne of his bebyed jGustayan 
Frenchman. ■; ■ ;>'f. • '■ 

'Ihc following catalogue vOC«|hpinseB the j^ei- 
pal labors of this, illustrious artistil yist.-r:Cup^;SnA 
Psyche, a group®, lai^ as 1^ in Carrara marble, 
ioFtended to be plapsd ihi ap' < elegant G recian 
tmnple, erected in the park at Haga, aftfCJCA; 
drawn by Gnstovus tW Third and hiif, feint 
tect, Pesprezv Ih the apwtmen% 

Salen, the Sahm . of Pillars, a yimds, dn Befet 
Fesses, eiwli<aA ApoUo, both of ftfel .md.^ 
Carrara marble. This magniheen^ .roohv^if lihe^ 
with large mirrofs ofthe finest Vfiftlan plate 
Each of thek» beautiful statues 
two pillars, and opposite to ainfeforf ,Thf 
of (he Apollo is greatly admired by mtists and 

; ^ 'f ' J > ■' 

** author spared no pains 'to lifohnad^nl' 

He' 8ciit'’a’'ine^e^r-to/]ha3r. 'Fair, .'Sss^h 
■ iAffmeit iirlio cpiitd not tefl whethi^ .tWi* 'gi^tol^edkh^W 
■were feiuB: or ^oi ldw»y dlher appIi(!ad(N»s 'ww ' idlko luir’ 
nysuinog* 
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{skat^wrai; ThA 'head of' the''V8nas‘i^'^<i^’B^ 
'froih'v'tbe'' CtejiiahlisA ‘Ki»p1tei4fi, 
ehisej^ ladies of tfci'e'^S'V^cdiflsh couTt.'.’"'" 'A 
'^lA the velTAt chamb^,!; e. rumaii^, vt% 

ei? marble busts* and riehly wt'bwght'lJAdhis^ of 
whit© marble, 
consort of Gustavus tihe 
when Dnke of ^So4«rmaiilabiii; anh Fiedeii^ 
.Bhiojjdf Ostra Ck^lmni, who died abroad ; ^ 
Dowager of Swed^^ then Duchea*^^ 
Set^maniand ; 'Gustavui ’ tibe FoAtth, ' Wheat 
yotn%; and the PtiimeBS, ;^?beirt^ aieieie W > 
GuhtaruS the Third.-', ' ■•'■■:'> ’' '' 

At the grand ei\ti'i^(c:^ ofthe east or hWth'^asI' 
fitoht, formerly the apartment of the Duke Of 
Soth^holand, in 1 808, was a copy of the Me-- 
didittd Vdnns, ' in whit^^ It is not 

With ' Sergeil’l rank* id copy the WotWf 

pf hny Other thaster. ' It Wust therclbre be Sti]^ 
yidsWl^;!^ have Ween exeeuted ■!» oblige^the brother 
c^ldsW»yid ‘^^n. ll is allowed to have been 
ct^ibd ^ it not for the efifedtS of 

a eooj^ WF dyWwaiia years on the colour of the 
i|hby not bo distmiguished. Mr. 

jtf To ardste of Siftilii»Wt taste and science, it must be a vary 
|q,^';r^jt^.^bBsink^;.moire ctipecially yhen the ^ri* 

^ ginida fi fac^ , 

* 1 “’?^'' 

mated^ W grao)^|.‘ .'Tnii Wis-n^tW® 

vtan djrnttaty, VhWe ngW^a were, in j^neral, fine, ai^thmr 
^tures expressive, ' , 
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Johah j^iclas Byrstrom,. the fast; taii^ht by 
Sergell, informed the author tl^at; Ser^ell found } 
one muscle wrong placed or wanting over the 
sternum. An English nobleman is said to have 
oHVred the duke two thousand guineas for this 
beautiful copy;* which was taken from the cast.t , 
sent i'rom Italy, and is exhibited in the royal Swe- 
dish acadeiifty of painting and sculpture. 

In the myut cabinet, Drottningholm palace, is, 
a inagniticcut bust of white marbles of , Queen 
Louisa Ulrica, large as life, placed on a sufwb 
marble pedestal. In the city, a monument to 
the memory of Dcs Carte.s, in Fredrick's church, 
was designed by Sergell and executed in gyps. 
Tlie design will not bear investigation, j’ but it is 

It has very ircciilly i)u(’n a^ounrted in the - 

(I7th Marfh, 1R18)» tluit Canova dorlarecl, wh^ iij 
ibaf ibt* Marquis of J^andsdown had purchased iu Xfcaly, 
actually lu possession of i\w Grtefe Venus, of 

which tlie Venus dc Mcdicis is only n copy ! twenty 

centuries hence, perhaps, this copy by Sergell, may pass as tile 
whence both the othm were copied. ; ' 
t The royal academy of pamung: and sculpture, Ui Stock- 
holm, contains adne collection ofcasisfrom tWwient statues 
at Rome; tliese were the first impressions ; af tfio 
ever permitted to be taken. I^iiis the ^ 

that ppriulssioti from the Pope^.and scat due CharJo^ ' 

Eleventh (of Swedcu), which are therefore tlie khid, 

They were presented by Adolphus Frt^mk tW academy 
of }»ainting and ^culpture which he Vide {^oxe/ 

’ vol. iv. p. 7. {or rather bis queen Lonistj IHfiea.) 

I When the sun or moon are inirmlnctsA into landscape 
scenery^ there are certain proportions observed hy which liar- 
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, 80 beautifully executed that it enchants every bj^ 

'^ holder, and renders it’’ a matter of seridus regret 
it was not executed in marbh' or bronze. ItTe- 
presents an angel lifting a veil by which the globe 
had been covered, and illuminating it with a torch.* 

inouy is pri sm 111 .: Not so. with tliis much-udmirod dcsij^; 
11)6 ati^cl, tiin' is repres(‘.ntt‘d flying abovi* tlic tjiirfch anti with- 
drawn);' tht". ’i iff or dfvptrij^ by which it was darkunech largtT 
thah the t‘arth itself! 

It has been obst^rved to' th<j author, thai the j-u at northern 
fi»#lptor lias not left Whbd him anyone design that b( speaks a 
bdld ajid grand original genius; and that bi^ great ftjvtv lx* 
isted in his exquisite taste and high^flnish f>f his woi ks. VieM ed , 
hi this light, Sergell’s Mars and Venus, Cu(>kI and I^yche, 
Diomede and the Palladium, and even the colossal statue o! 
GiKtavufi HI, a« ht m tho' dtsi^^ however elussical, is eon- 
cenied, might be tormod (‘ommon-idace; but tlu* beaufji’u) pro- 
portion^, fine outlines, propriety of attitude, syimuetrj^’ of forw^ 
«()ftne$s of ihusclt*, loveliness of feature, the powerful and 
inten&c expression of .smriVwf, that distinguish the marbles 
Wrought by Ws niagic' hand, cause the enraptured beholder to 
forgot mery thing except to admire, nay, almost to adore. 

* Sir Hotert Porter lois coramitied himself iti a very Vxtra- 
oMiuary way, in hia criucism on thi$ beautiful monmuent. He mis- 
took it for UArcheveque's work, and nidcly condemned it t And 
he lavished ib.e warmest praise upon the altar-piece that, the 
' fotW artisi^ had ^qctited, supposing it to have been Sergclfs 
work !' Hdiv few attists caii afbt with candour in judging ot‘ the 
of meii pos*fe»^ of a* genius beyond their own flight, 
sli ftobert Bier ’Porter by natun*, generous liberal; 
both the artists whose works he reviewed were of deservedly 
*.greafc repute; 1srid,’m an atwrave attonifit to deprei iuti' the 
merits of L’Arehwoque, he only ex^sed hift own infirmity. Xliis 
was almost ao biii as Acerhi, espcctin^ Mrs. Muflit. 
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- Such are the prindpal works cif Bit John To- 
Sei^l, and the places where i^ey are to be 

sedh. 

Deeprez, an eminent painter and architect, 
held a high place in the king's esteem. The plan^ 
and model of the projected palace, intended to 
hai% been erected at Haga, offer irrefutable proof 
cd fine taste and grandeur. It displays a degree of 
science and maguihcence equal to the modd of 
St. Paul’s, such as Sir Christopher wished it should 
have been constructed. ; *' 

Rosii N was a favored painter ; there were, in 
1808 , several very fine portraits of his painting 
in the grand palace at Stockholm. Sir Charles 
Frederick Von Breda, K. "V. studied under Sir 
Joshua Reynolds. His presentation piece was a 
portrait of his great master, whose mmaer lm has 
been fretjuently reproached for having copied too 
aervileJy. His pictures are to be seen in most 
of the royal palaces. 

Blr. Westmuller's Ariadne was the means of 

♦ 

raising his fame ; Imt after the death of Gustavus 
the Third, the fine arts declined so rapidly tiiat 
he migrated to the United States, where his talenii 
have been far better remunerated, if hot ntpre 
hdmired, than in Swedeii. jk 

Idessrs. Professors Piper ajjd Teihpelman have 
heed already mentiphed : thofle>arlMits produced^ 
many jghe Apecimens of tlieir ta«le aind science in 
arehitetdnro. CH the poets, the Chevalier Adler* 
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cfi&ntz . and Thorild stand amongst the forenuBit;^. 
of the former, im)re remains to be iaid in-im 
next chapter. 

The result of the author's judgment, consider* 
ing the immense dififquence between the enoou* 
lagement given to painters in Sweden and in 
England ; and also between the number of mhaln*i 
rants of Stockholm and of London, the latter cda** 
taining times as many pcijple, and a hua- 

fold the wealth of the former, is, that the 
monuments of native talent exhiliited at the royal 
academy in 1808 at Stockholm, were quite as 
creditable to Sweden, as those at Somerset House 
to Great Britain ; had he regrets that so many 
British travellers, thoughtless pf the imrneng*e 
difference between the wealth and population eff 
the two kingdoms, and too fond of decrying every 
thing that is not British, have written so unjustly, 
dud often**tidiculously, of the arts and artists in 
Sweden. 

As 'to engraving,* in every department of’ that 

* The pnrwerfitl tmptdsc giwn to tliis art by Me«rs. Boyddb 
a »(!« ara : and if those adventuronB individuaU had 
tMjjeft AS ritciunspeet as ti^ were at €rst eminently fortunate, 
iiilidd bees better for themselves, and for the arOstsof the 
dhy. It is mewly A trading conoent; its principal patrous are 
persons •engaged in trade. In Frtuice, Italy, and Germany, 
fiiiinces and oMes fadle stood liaward to enable cnt'tavm of 
tDuiniM talenisao aagnn’e from the finest pictures, andhasd ' 
rewarded them moat juouiii'i&itly. No such patroni^ hh* 

been bestowed in England, and the art is dcgi'Mdtil by the same 
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art, there exists no fi;Mparis(Hi^ Tn 
Oreat Britain, it 'has obtained a pre-emi- 

nence oyer' every other nation, exeepUng hVaace. 
But this has been owing ratlier to the effects of 
commerce and the wealth it has so generally 
diffused. Mr. Martin, held the first rank as an 
engraver in Stockholm; and his brother, who 
visited London in 17G8, was much admired as a 
painter of landscapes, in which pursuit, he was 

hands by whic'.li it is atlonuHl; for loo timny <‘elebraled artists^ 
when arrived at liit ir greattv^t emiuenef ., deceive iiic jiulgmcnt 
of tiie inex|i< ru'iiecd part ui' their customers, and abuse public 
conhdcnce, by giving the saiirtipn, of their uanus to work«5 of 
M^ry interior merit, 

A new method of engraving, Inuitod to j«irtiei»lar snbjeciK 
has been invented and brought to malurlly l)y an historiciil 
(Hitii avcr of established rcpututioii, Mr, Cosmo Arn^strotig, The 
eiiicicncy of this new discovery has been fully proved in an 
engraving presented by the artist to the Sooi^ty^for the ,Eff- 
conragement of the Vine Arts. The specimen was examined, 
and Ute public thanks of that socitty were vot<:‘d to Mr, Arm- 
strong for his original* mei nod of engra\iitig, affirming tliat it 
wus superior to any thing they had ever seen before, U is a 
method that is not possible to l^ecomc common, f<ir none bat 
a first rate master will ever be capable dfaraiHi^' himsdf of 
its aid ; and were this principle, joinUy with Ms other knowledge 
of engraving, applied to the forming of Bank note plates, 
might not the crime of fwging tham be totoUy prevented, by 
rendering it altogether iMaaACTiCABtE? Mr. Armstrong’s new 
mode af engjaving appaa^ntly po.w»se?^that The 

plan recommended by Mr, Beaumont and others, would oulyra)* 
der forgery t/rorc di^cuU. Mr. C. Armstrong’^ would go fiirtUer^ 
and jneireht k altogether. 





royal palae6s:^Wi433i these the author Us 


aecouiit of the stath ©f the &pt artsMnder ^stavis . 
the Third.'' «• 


Of the kiiTga talerits asySeh'^hr^t^*fherh a» 
raflier there were, biaay j^bunsfi^j^Tesm^ 
the palaces at Stockfi^ltp^ Drotthioghoihii/ 
and Grijisholtp ; the m^Minestv^ot' whicU 


* In describaig metto^Ds of Sweden, voi. i. pi 193, Mr. 
James states, “ At a Htdl disianodi aWi fortlca obijNides itsellf 
tv notice, servii^ raihfir to fiSfigUrc th^ to omamtsBt die'.viefc. 
ft is no way woithy of mention, etttept taf aceiilwt of its *Sagu- 
larity, fantastic faehion, and bad ootwieption. One cdiri^ of tfie 
ibuddit^ of tlic mint being teffelled off, a four-le^'d prota- 
beriiaiie, dfitbe Doric order, was feffiSced tbesrete, in cdnfoirnilty 
wi|k Ac, i&wicai fancy of Gustavtif “iAe Third, who was 
tnisfed hy ah jAforttinato propositessili^ tb favour 6t hiisr’‘owji 
talents 'aii ' an"''Ja)jciMtf!ct, ' TUci^ bertidBdy is' hot'i’n insttu&ft' In 
all'IJntdiM),' Sad it is saying maobt, of a portico ' obnstaruCted 
wlb' 'fftile ..deifei^c^ to cOrrecUim of ' jiidgCiciiti of tide 
dast4 (^;'fe(eUng.’' ‘ ' 

Stidb art; Aa ihudb and nnqoaiified terms of disapprobation 
A wfaicb Mr. J'abiili^!has condebmed 'Ac taste of GuStainiV the 
' 'been ■'<ionifcrtict<)di*Ad''d'^gh of 

5hnpnled''l0!^t tdonandi,‘Aat«&viat«fe'fiom the chaste 
aie^tone'tind gi^ifeutfA"fhih-’tftte 0ioii;ic.''',.''*i!iSft'’'edSKce to which 
' illxed; iohg’^^e' ejuhcIh'Ao^t 

'*,A' 'added.,' the' mt 

iJ'ont ;tiff 'dn^4asing' object', to, 

;POt^''ii^’''i»»bc«f’’^iucn in' qhesA;^’ 

pWedf'thwe. 'Tt' iiseliSinfy'ite slot a’lowpor&h/i^ort^,pffllU^i• 
ate loftwar, tux’prdo)^ :,to A«hr Aatoot^t. than in any pfahe 
VOI ^ TI.' ‘ ‘ 
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.;Amg mesn was ever executed by would 

prore the; injustice of those who deny his 

claim to pre-emhiient exeeiience. > 

A volume might be filled with anecdotes and 
bon mots j^ttributed to this monarohi The author 
will only repeat two which he heard iu Stockholm, 
and believes be original. ' 

Doric tentijrlf ?; at Atlif*n$jv or at Petstiim.** I a Ac‘<'rbt'^a 

Trav<sl{i, vuL i. facing' p» 42, a view of thiij portico is given* If tli<» 
drawing was conoct, thfr pillars are iiideiid not ftorir ; the friejtc 
is a fancy arrangOijK^iit ; the capitals are not Doric ; the cuiabla- 
turc Um) (iigli, and not mfficmttiy hut local niuses 

porhaj^b, Ije^assigned to aocjonwtfor its dispnoporiionatc t leva* 
tipu. Whenever a traveller tmk^nn any work of art alto- 
gether, bis taste or judgment may always be doubted* The candid 
tra^clk'r^ at all events^ point out m defn't^ /[|’he 

Doric portico oi'Covenjt Garden Theatre Is a Iwutiful: comp»iuon* 
end the ht^ specimen in (ireat Britain, but it forms no ei^scntiaV 
pert of ilir edilice^ The magnificent ionic portico, hfkind v^hkh, hi 
GincoJn'a ton Fields, the Surgeons’ Theatre is concealed^ admi^fi oflbe 
tiamp'. obiscrvation. They arc all of the description calied «jp|rf/yve. 

** An of dwtinguidmd and v^md in the pruMsijdes of 

firriiituctm*, and who visited the tmpU“ at welnlly c^»jnioed 

t))v pj'iiclples kid d«wu in BwaN PIur^’clojMCdU, irktivc bj the l^oiir ordi?r ; 
imt ^oeb th« <«»ifuaJott vrf, afrrciiri,% fljf' 

apd otbtfis art* luisquotcil* thfiit it f^ ndt^red tUc friklL kbOTlou'«> aliid de- 
feated oliji'trt* U\ 'Ihm-idn*, U\o totj&ovoiiir/atKA i^iwii'd 

ta; as wtii the gcwml plan. U auptsrj^, a i^«t ,^por,tmit mndevt 

wiijj^c mider^'d n> inoa ,oi‘ scioucc apdiitcnittycf;; Thfa; bf ^>urse, ,dnj^^ on 
,t]iv spirit atui j‘*dg4:»C»n of pmpufctoj^ AB BrMi Kncjriopa'dia* 

abound esttraneouji md «»c4es'ii‘*natW, to^iscieacVj/and 

tCkt^; h sca^rccJ^^ dtiy one subject, of wiut-fi the gkrit Will bd f«mnd w** 

nOt/if di^oriiw^^ Tito ' anmor to the%ord.’'**'<Sfciietfcn/^ 

he gaU^.dl^ttt, ‘m ^Mob niofni iWormtioU mi ^ be had liad tveourac to « 
bool ou 'w,»oki»ry. , ', ,, ^ 
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■SqNS>tt4il^-du Third 

ttaijr,'' a 'Sco^hitiun'i!' 

exaggerated storied ■ he had heard of 

the pj*ofuaioh aij^ the feihgi pre- f 

Seated him <i)'iftt a ship ef to' ieiriraordinary con- 
stnictiou. It had five tna^; % fake teel; the 
musts could be all struefc; tod thetQ ti^ere wheell , 
under her bends; by which eho might be propelled 
in calms. Tlie aotlidr has ho recdflectimi of any 
■internal power by steam.: The expeftse’of this 

, Haviog vftnt^d hid fsjiUMjii,, the 

tasteful aii<i Jilw,^ 

up the reputatit^ of all <4 h& Ih^ living?^n«J rljiid, 

muilestiy atHrma, that ‘‘ vrJ♦atev^^ ^«it itmy be; wbether they 
are designed iu tlw* CJrecian Gotliic; or the mixed^ tbo 

«ameair and t^aracter almost nnivemllyprev^W: a meagre and 
imngry style, with small windows and puoy tkeoritionib, ?^iggJU’dly 
proportions, and devoid of any attempt at relief in their part!=«; they 
look hare ai>d imked, reaemblhnig mtfe tW, outlines of a drawing of 
nn elevation Wforo it i« filled up with shade, thin a fmiidied work/’ 
^Sucli are the terms in which Mr. James characterises Shivedidh taste 
science as to archikoture ; but, like all speh sweeping anathemas 
that t(io frequcutly dfagraco the pages of Britisli jonmali)^, cer- 
, taini) beyoittl o^/ other nations, ^ey reStect more di«sredit on the 
]^ 0 m^lgiitor Umn tlm object a||a5ii8t wbic^ tjjiey arc directed j in this 
oasn they are decidedly unjust, for thj^re are^ id lie seen iu Sweden 
kany elegant strut Wds compiled after tlio and 

die mixed style, that completely answer and rebut his reprehemibie 
, ,'npsi:tioi«a ' 'At the re^, jmd jklaee; in Slots 

BUcItpn there m a atructjjj|pe, the of V^^hich, omdeloriicw a 

pei?sSphetiVe view betwo^ a depbie line of pilkrs, rntder ayahlied 
roof,* pom«m almoBt makhWas beauty, and is ft}, 
specimen to be found in London. ^ ^ ; 
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was very considerable. Tbei^li^g admitted 
the Kortb Briton to an audience, T^c^pUmented 
bis genius and science, tmd decorated his breast 
with the order of Vasa. As i^oon as he was gone, 
Gustavus said aloud toJDcsprez,*" Which of ns 
has the best of the bargain ? 1 have created him 
a knight of Vasa, the insignia of which cost me 
about a ducat, and f have received a pre&fml of 
a vessel that cost the projector many thousand 
dollars, but will never be any Uvse to me, or any one 
else.” The chagiin of the disappointed .^peculator, 
who hadi pattered himself with tiie hope of being 
appointed master builder to the Swedish navy, 
may easily be conceived. In 1808, the author 
saw the wreck of this ship, the timbers of which 
had almost perished where she lay, near the south 
end of Skibbsholm Bridge, and it was still distin- 
guished by the appellation of the im mnster. 

The almost childish attaclimcut of Gustavus 
to etiquette, is notorious : he carried his claim of 
homage so far, that when he was in the great pa- 
lace, he ordered every citizen, mechanic, Ac. to 
pull off their hata as they wallred across tlie 
quadrangle ; and every time he passed through the 
city, jtoot passengers were required to take off 
their hats; and even the.firet nobility were exf- 
pected to idight from their carriages, without re- 
gard t© age or the state of tffe weather, it 
l^ppened ope day thgt the king's carriage bei^. 
seen at a diffeahee by Count Wachtmeistief, W , 
prepared to might, but being ^rpulenl, he backed 
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i©ut Meantime, ^the king wishing to speak ! 
hioii^ tH-deretl his coachman to atop 
'connt'S'’Cdiwge ; ihe king, with' his 
began speaking to the count, but to 
surprise, 'instead of his, face, 

The count was, however, not' long resieteg 
ground; and turning to the kkg,‘ entr^lpi^ 1^^ 
to pardon the infirmities of an old m^r.,who 
anxious to shew liis sovereign^; every ' prop^^v 
respect “ Vonr lords^ip^has' 

'tliau 1 behold,” said,- th$’; 

afterwards V I) order wa» 
which he was iu future tb be 


humiliating horaa^'C, But 
avail himself of his eicepliOib t 
would expose hi w to maleVoieM ifetnaffc#:; npon 
which Gtisfavus rolinqubhed the dt^ra^g and 
ridiculous homage. • I:/ "V'' 
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pkiaa or diff’^'cnm of opinion, 

' itfW Mors.'-* Intolemnt principles 

' politico^ and fdigiom. 

Gd^^' Mdrd^ ^Arnijelt . — 
]-*'l%e\'nlise/,:^ood%nmd oj^tfic r^nl.-Retrenck- 
fneiit and' t^brm„y~^Tlie fiigid^ tritd, conmim, 
(mdotklmeryi qf Gmeral Batm Arnifdt.—Mas- 
Sim pdiitkai intrigues and hdriguers. —Imperial 
BMSSim gaMnti^.^ hut.*— The fang and 

• pegeni at JPdersbwrgk^A siate secret. *^Pkds aid 
eounter*plds.---Tttnims.s of the - young Mhg. — 
; 4 disappointed bri^.—The royal strangers idurn 
to Sioedm,—^Gpn^paTUpi% [bd-ween the policy ' of 
Catherim the' fle<m 

' Prwck.-yEapiMtbid of the regency. ^ The reoail 

" ’■ '’Ot-courtf':'"^ 



Tj h” ' 'f 


■ T]BE'i!«Ki^rd!niiii[y t^irpsyji^aMse^ ^ conaecied 
Ihtit .occuri^ and the iid 
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' ' ' ' ' >' ' ' * ' '* v'T'’'* "v' ^ \ . I' 

that he yir^^ (lie veiV of md^i^ueen l . os hi 

' , grew' ■' lu'p: .'■ to . , jtoftfhdod', ■ he, hecaihe ’‘v'ei^'"f>|ppd of ^ ' 

' his ', miscihhljijii'^' ' ,io Chsyrles the -'Xilithj; '')which' 

. might weli ;,‘lje'‘."impc^ed to the ''liiiea,gey,of.: 
his motlier as of lus, fkther, both being de-v 
scended 0^herine,.-s^^ , 

the great Gustavus Adolphs, greabi^and- 
niotlier to Charles, • ■ • . : 

To the Countess Rosen wak entrusted the care of 
til i s prinoc in his fir^t years. She was ihv olved in fre^ 
quent and ludicrous disputes with the phyaician ap^.; 
pointed by the king, who rcplM^^lo the etkn^^ 
of the countess that flie'ipoor’ «ikild'‘wai^ 
imdhis flesh turned black and blue from iricessant' 
and frequent imniemiohs in- fold water, by teilipg 
her that the only way the child could iffcdver vital 
warmth was to continue the owe of the cold bath! 
Doctor Sangrado said it was'th^ 
and Ayarm water that WHiasioned the ^ 
his patients ; the Swedi^-pbyeihian 
rrverence for col4 water/wduejh bbseicved. could 
do nothing but guodl At last, howeVte^, .the pro*; 
babilitj; of the btiy losing fhe usfe of Ids limbs 
became so great, that the phyT^^ian vyas forced to 
rehuquish the pKicess;.: a^'. the chiid^^^ 
mortify his tornientier, rkpidtyiudreased kj^rength ’ 
and stature. 

Baxon Frederick Spdrfeg'.wis delected by the ' 
king as the governor ef, ithis priaeei be was eld^ 

, ? Itwss ap ancejitor ihk aykteimui wjio sav^ ,Gusiava%.iJie 
' sonof Ifei inurdejed in b» ialmcy, by 
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%ated to the raiik ,of fionato?, caa^rifd 

Ppon.his ofi5c!e, fdr^wMjii he m^l|J|^s©s«',eve^ 
• requisite, .quality; but his best 
to the Juu^; was his t6 %is ma- 

jesty s pmcr^ioaj, who paid the, most minute 
attentiqsp sot pnly tq ;the eduPatiob of the child, 
but to iiis food^ iaijid bodily health. Baron Sjwurre 
mahutained •'himself in this post several years. 
When the king anncmnced his intention of going 
to Finland,* in 1787, and taking young Oustavus 
with him, Baron Sparre felt himself aggrieved. 


order of tm' finde, Kit^ jtdm,' Tbis -diild wbs bom in 1568, a 
kyv TBontha prior to tlie <!epoaitlon of his iinhap^ fatiw'n vshcm 
affection for this cliiid and his ttiother, induped him, at that early age, 
to proctire him to he acknowledged s«p^«sor to the throne. W turn 
the deposed king vw ordered to be sent off to Abo, to be there con* 
foied,<3nBtovnsvriiatohen fi^ hiswretebed mother^ bound with eham», 
put into a ieathWi sack, and ordei?e4 to be thrown into t^ie Miikr late, 
not fiwr from ^ •palaeii wbarein he was born. An officer Iwkmging 
to the court charged with dim horrid murder. He went hr* 
fore day-hreak tO'Ittlfil the Mug’s commands ; but being observed by 
a nobleman named S^patfe, and closely que«Uoned, he owned that llie 
sack contairw^. the late intended heir to the Svvediah crown. The 


child thus i^w^d, yyaii co*»t?ey^ by the friends and 

adherents of hm 4^:/% leceivcd a wandering eduatkmya^^ 
d^roe b%hly di»t%ujiafmd% jxdite acquire 

m^bs. An aJS^ciing baiTktive of ihe i|afferiags of Eric the Four* 
teenfhj, and this ehilii, hba been given by dm Bev. Mr. Coao, vol. iw 


i»' -a;JOu™^^l of tibis ^our to i<'i»&'ad, »l[idrfook jtfaws iB; 
17 S 7 J writtew lOWn pr'«i.ce*i!-.H* iS'f»; 4 «»Iy nine- pawt-^la.itt - 
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I^cfeiiary to the academy of hc||es l^Urea.' His 
character for abilities rising rajp^yi : satt<^ioned 
the king’s ' cheioe, by^vrhpm ap'pbiiftted 

couttseUor hin^s Chancery; abd dpwated 
with the prdpr of, the polar star i honors wluch 
were th;e forerdhnefs pf otlvers still jiyeatpr. 

ColohOl BaT^tt'W^abhtmpifeterSvtii appointed 
cbmpaxtipn efnd attendant pn the crpwn prince ; but 
he was so olBFended at thaontni^ iibmmitted by the 
king in arresting Count ‘J?e^en, in 1790, that he 
desired to be |)ermitted to resign, not onlyliis 
situation about the per^n of the princei’ bnt also the 
regiment which he commaiidcidi king strove 
to induce him to retain his employmentis, but the 
baron urged, with so much earnestness, the reasons 
which compelled him to persist in his determina- 
tion to retire altogether hrom court, that Guatavus 
the Third with some warmth exclaimed, ♦*’ i think 
you wniM convince toe ikai / ought aLso to nrsignJ' 
Count Bonde* was placed by Gustavus the 
Third near the person of th# prince; he was 

wejT^ placed in tbe Baloen cfpilJArK jn the pni^e of Stockiiolm^ by 
Gufttamdie Tiurd)^ he tciok a mtadel ofrtie e<^unte«»V face to aerve 
for his statue. ' ^ \ /a‘ ' ' * > 

The noble family of Honor is ojne ef tlie most and ,iUuik 

in Sweden. According to Mr., llistel, froip \Those velum, ea 
facts are principally derived, it had produced iiv^ kihgs, and 
tifteen senators in succession i It was in the hot>d of the chiefs of 
thk jtndly tliktrtlie Great, br’^nra Socirid '^ iWld m Sib^imJ 
in 1808. The bo'tditesB was a mofet beautifdl Woman Very 
strange ri]uiihar*i Were afloat respecting, die count, whicl^ 
iAe of hetoim it is U) tw hopeA ibuinjbdiii error. ^ / 

. ' .vi.i" jr'l if. 'V '.'i' ; ’.'I'ir' - ,'A., 
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also ti favorite of tfie kiog ; and this aoblettian 
was oitlier associated with, ©r followed by Oeacrai 
Baroa ArmffeSt, one of .the lords of the 
c|iaml>er; to wkise ^ersildous indvieaoe iabay# 
of tlie worst errora of tbc youjBg' 
justly be imputed tb^at TStidered bis future life 
miserable^ au^d ri%n i^loiibus. 

The most exaggerated rtoritoetfs were spread 
abroad by the agents of the or by loreigners^ 
extolling the wonderful accuh^^^^lsbinfipts and 
lenta of the crown prince, re|l^s Wbkb w,«re, in 
some measnre, countenann^ by beads bf tbe 
umversity of Upsaia, wboesf/e^Wtbe kiog to permit 
that grave and learned body to elect as their chatt- 
el lior a boy twelve years of age ! On this occasion 
the hijig went in very great state * to Upsala with 
Ills pseudo sou, where be remained* wear two, 
tttouths, using all his endeavoujpa to confer import- 
aiioe ou the heir to his caowp, and make him 
familiar with the principal youths Of Bwodeo. 

The priiieipleft inculoat^ calcolatpd to 
fill liis young mind with the most eimited ideas of 
his own impwtance ; and t© tcacdi him to believe 
that Providence had placed a nation at his disposal, 
over whom he was born to rule, and from whomhe 
would be entitled to’ bse^idit'had paiisive obe- 
dience. Itis lelii^ontf ^jT^ptOri were equally 

*'J'^lccrov^nJ)^lIK^U«<Uf^^lPfWlCfq^egtk^J|iH^W(^k/o^^ 
hb probably lieoti electisl bhSbceUW^ iU^/lvetsrty j snd itp ^bt 
Uie tei^eiwible sagos will ,bWBjaai 

gr^«t»«fls^ b ll^ royal i pedia^, 
as s0ttlied Oustemis die foarUt AMptwuii. 



i" cv8tAvv9: ' v,.:i>'.'l ■'■■■ ' 

.. . iMsj$iiduo4t» to .(^avmco Mm tbat 
"'tibn of ,of 

• ' .He ^ V^’, ■ 

, kiQ^'j; ' ^ tiie ,^r^; 

'Itie '^iir",i>^^, ."t^'^'^eii, 
»,eal|, wilk 

‘'IiO0ci^,^bt^|il<^^i^Bwfr^^ toun- 

rat^ei th^m, bbtmr a<iapted to fom 

a ' wise', ''jmcl' 'I'o _fthis' JnfiiBibn of 

kingly 'pii^e.: jon hmM, .en^iin'stasiti’c' de- ' 
vbtion to reti^onl; and On the 

other, i$ to Iw 4m|)nt^^ the extr^yagant follies into 
which Im rabji whbn,, believing himiifeif , to possess 
die power of jpfibpl^t^i^pnesft, and kibg, he proved 
his incapacity to, s^r the vessel of state amidst 
tht; ^,’Wrici^.f ’tlti|t p^vmkjid,- aad ;-‘ppmpelled 

those' to 

would bt^riyise ItiaVe bravely deiended his throne, 
and Tcadjly sawrificed thdlr lives in his service. 

The indueiice , bif ; General Amfelt and his 
associates^ impressed die. yoimg prince with a 
very imfavouraMeopki^wi^^o^^ dukc^ius supposed 
uncled tfiBen Gnsti^us l& yi^ aS:^ssinatcd, 

the young prince, who jii4 turned ft)u,rtecn, 
was inconsolable. He at w« tp fevee his wey to 
the chamber where lay ilie%ou^^i«lg, tbvfirds 
whbin he iw"a much stirbnger aftiachinent than to 
.ber,wh«|y^te{dly'iiisparent. m:wafi taught con'i;> , 
s}der,thf .'Fi^jch padda aS' tW' i^jbeursed 
as; thp'^^a^'.f'bretoid by Daniel-^i^’ tiie '''sbar^ 

■' yliore , rndtJ^bhedi ' m the , BeVelatibBSi ^ and; ;id»- 
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- ’ ■ **■ ■;V. ■-■'A ''' ■ ' 

feeble’ - 

re^d a -s^Hbd 

I'lH'jrd'was " 

taught to if^igate^'' ' ' 

by tW 'iSlbd\;i^t&’.^'ke,V3«:;, 

, knowato be 

on the ppint of com;toe_i^in|r»'i^^ , '' 

task fur .General l^aroh. t<i. |>e^n 'iis .naiad' 

by ifisiauatittg ' that' . liad. ’ ' 

contaminated, Ankaratrum/ aad'catt^ the^iwassit';':', 
iiation of his father, had rebi?feed jdtfe dnltC whn 
might next remoVo, by murdering his nephew, tlia 
only obstacle tha^ Opposed asoendjing the 
throne. Tl»e artiul traitor went fsirther, insinuatitig 
that except himself, and his partisan)^ the ybuiag 
monarch had no siuceie adherent in SWtdeh : 
and, as the empress^ Clatheti^ stood committed 
with France, her power and . her pohcy would 
counteract that of the regi^t, in 0^ pf latter 
endeavouring to form a feague hgawt tl^ &ing, 
with dhe rulers of Franofe. By these dark arid fttol 


insinuations the judgment of the youthful jk^pg 
was warped and his thorights . ^.^adored i 
was led to ejherish * feelings olf;;^s arid 

even hatred against iijs b^l «m^ 
and to regard wiijh esteetri the suborned 
that wicked "woman, td whosh ’machinath^^^^ ^e 
4^th,,,of ,^|tavus' ■ 







ot^tAvus iv. A^b£^«tts. '.' 
s'^.tjfose pfeti 

‘■'Which aiihea' l^cbhjphshi^g of' the 
. jegeat'; 

‘ ah(4'tetfuh^’i0i^^.|^€o ^ pro^ 

: %e .vf’hsled to 

'Whilst' in "his heart 




'he' fearhd\'ail4‘'4et^8t'p4''’1^h^^^ h.6 ’ shC'wed 

him' hye'fy!/,bhif<vaiij:’'!hiar^^^ homage ; 

and whilst/he-Sejc^ Araifclt in his 

/'plot»'ag&miBt'''th4rfb^®»ii he.hksnmc^ as great an 
appearance of respect towards that prince, as if he 
ha!d' revered hini ak. tiis parent. \ By these prac- 
tices the ypnffsfhl monarch was initiated into a 
maze of falsehoods arid ^6r, and taught to believe 
that tioacheiy' was a vitine ; ! he had also been in- 
stracted^jdmt'^^^’I^^ arid playfulness did not 
become ode bofp to ride Over nations ; thus con- 
straint, and duplicity, O’^en in his youth, bccamo 
hahh^l:; lie was generally very grave, and 
often ' mOlan'Cbdly.' " 

Jfo . soohet Vas the regOncy fhtty’ established, 
than reduction and ri^epchment fopk place in 
every departrneht of tjbe stke, .'and tliose absurd 
edicts iskded by his' Onfprtpha^^ forbid- 

ding tH&I^oplefrOm talking of dftrench politics, 

' woip!e!''‘tppedied'. The iramehi^, pad'acO'' hnildiDg at 
i'fagp; Wd'old;have.'rOqiiired ' tWp,|(dH|0ns "^ster- 
ling tO'.have cptnjfSet'ed and 
tttlier workp oir* munificence, weyc instantly laid 
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siswei ai^ fine arts drooped ip S’W^dao the 
moftient ^ir splendid patron was dead. The 
stones, bricks, and otheir inaterials that had been 
acoutnukt||ig fiat ypats to buUd the palace,i:^re, 
by' order cd;tiie dpheit^applied to. compktedhe mr 
acadeipy fijtf . eadets, which institution, 

instead of TJkicsdaJf -^ps finally established at the 
Carlbefg palace, fiboBt two iniies north of Stock- 
holm, where, it yet e3t«fSr 

. Sweden,spo».feIt the benellt of %!, wise govern- 
ment of the regent, ' although the deep wounds 
inflicted by the late fcing’s.piofusioa,, and hn ex- 
jiensive war, were not easily healed. The good 
sense and moderation displayed by Prince 
C’harles, had a more , powerful efiect in checking 
the revolutionary spirit that was abroad, than 
coercive measures;, but die tide of popular discon- 
tent ran high, and, serous fears were entertained 
lest the army with whiidi Gustainis the Tliird hoped 
to have restored the ancient despotism of the 
French monarchy, might overturn the throne of 
Sweden. The Empress Catherine was secretly 
chagrined on. beholdipg the wisdom of Charles so 
likely to repair the mischief occasioned by the rash- 
ness and folly of Crtistavus j. and she used very 
unbcc< lining means t^ibtinjidate the regyht, and 
divert him from the neutrality he had determined 
to observe. 

In the year 179^, there were two parties in 
Sweden acdvcly at wdrk ; the one was composed 
of General Ba|;on Artnfelt and bk partisans, whose 



/et!«TA>¥.,ij.« tin- ' 

..ulijeot' .wa^i^to 

4abie cm- 

gpTetsuaaaiicamikr'' 

States^ a4d>/ld ^diptirqi^ 
king, ’or’!b«s:e4itary 
Thorildi,."'wrQte''-4 isaafe^-eift^^ 



The mik&s addreesiNi jt 'to"lha awl %|IUed 


aod (HMgt^chs Jdn hMmaitr°!p(K«8oni«<jaBd (IwdfDeith 
enthusiasm on the hapj^^M'Baredhn'm^hl di^oy 
tm(lier a vit4w,awi';e^^ ayi^ieni. 

Tine ;fa«ppcmeiti;ed' tibe Jlftt :«f <])e4)ei|d^ ^ in the 
erening, : 4hen:0»biphiet 'wns^/iBU^jwiiisedv a^ the 
author taken atitn ' ^mboAjfi^'r- < sehbaiioo pro* 

duced by this step as wh #lit «:<h3nnkiable in> 
surremion tiima<eKpect0i^;mtdit%att.'mn^^ Ou the 
wadSf and <>peo%'-ai#’cni|Bad by thpf dteaffi^ted, that 
another dlkhkaiartXKJMn^^^^^ off another 

tyrant, i^^othittg cduid Inch 

clamour, fenr hbft^efSnl^liftdrna^^ 
ff^domof writlD^'alal 

dneed • tetsonomy in > the';^aeis^^v«tf 'f twfosiw To 
cairn ^ this fendent, • the govetoOBdeiit (ifirdered the 
^aBO to bedMde^diD immisdybithly: Tbe nejetday 
the cause isirhwd: the bturghers ins^ed thatf 
.the doors- ■ 
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0})e% iuftd ^ l^rocee^ public. 

Cib^uetiedMs crtm^ase, aud defended bimsi^ with 
«Q miiieb spirit and eloquence, that th;e sp#^tors 
pallet tli^ inspiied by his boMf jsenti* 

e^ts,' |oil(%r appleoded certaiiivpasmjet^'m. 
'his.i)q>ee^,':;-''He \^,.T.eieaaed» on hieireti^' 
ft l^tx^ eon^ fallowed his ciftrria|« 

'sAii^Vitmg.Z^^ ThoriM J'breoee,/ Thesfe 

popqkr i»3tcated a powerful aiod 

ipowuig hpiiit of resietanee to thejioveminteni of 
ku^ ftnd nobles, and hftd ft |»o ed'eot 

Oft l^;eouneii8 of the regent whose Bkoderation 
tuad gendenesft ftssuaged the nsiog stonft, and 
averted a serioua. danger tfasd threatened the 
exifltence of die monarchy. 

When Great Brit^ and France were involved 
in hostUitien^.^ neatrality of Sweden promised 
a golden htMreat to: her and ship* 

owners. The empresiaepared neither threats nor 
bribes to induce the cifbwn prince of Denmark, 
and the regent, of Sweden, to take part in the 
coalition formed against France ^ instead of wJiich, 
very early the foUowing-year, Sweden and Den- 
mark formed a convention for the mutual protec- 
tion of their comuirn’ce a^d navigatioR. 

The celebrftfed Coatit Stackelberg, who had 
acted so conspicuous a part in effecting the de- 
struction of Poland, was sent to Stockholm; 
where, assisted by funeral Baron Armfelt apd 
his numetoaiB partisan, those plots were matpr ed, 
that eonidaued to agitate ^wedeh dui^ng the mi- 
.. VOL. 'll., 'f-: 
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the king. One greit obj<^l€athennieliia^ 
in Ttew by those plots, was to a 
betwO^ and bet grand'dati^er, 

aisdl'a PanloT^ha: 'The regent '^l^pOsS^ de- 
si^. and stroye to direct the views of yo»|,ag; 
pi^nce 1to< a dii&rent qua^ju. This exii^eza^d 
Oatheijqa# %pd made , ha| ;iaer? than ^yer di^feir-, 
mined, by < force or fra»d» ito eany her object. 
Baron Armfhlt and his partismas^’iiSlfmnced by her 
gold, which w^ admihistfeted profos^y, nhd<si^O<dt 
to remove tlie' regent ; ‘ to fom a goVerl^ttl 
composed of persons devoted to the empT^j,'.a.nd 
to cause the young king to marry the daughter 
<»jf the Grand Duke Paul. lo the course of 
tire scandalous cabals thus created, the traces 
of Kussian inflluenee Were so strong, and the 
regent made such spirited flBmons||^ccs to Iht 
empress, thatlOBunt recalled, and 

Count Homanzof sent to sucpite^ him. Although 
the men were changed, the same objects were pur- 
sued, and by the satee means. The plots of Arm- 
felt were aided and abetted by Count Romaiizof, 
as they had been by ^ pir^^essor. The regent 
complaiiied of this vipltftem of amhy ; and the 
detectiem of Ana&lt’a conspiracy, leit the empress 
nO subterfuge to avoid recall. The 

young ki-i^ gj^ve ArmfeSt nbtkfe of his danger. 
fli^*‘^aitor effected his escape * from Swedeh, 

"■ S ' I » AHgw4- titoa, the Mthor. (ftsnt wme 4^ .very agreeattly 
at 'tbe '«eat afSir Chariee Axxl lMeq^,. K.P,II. 

lie heard «8itb'«f>@ieiM8td,fiaKHii/i^rajl«^f;|s.vd^ 
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Ijaany ©f bis partisans ; but ib^y. w^;SBypr%, 
ce|)4«dl against, , ^4 convicted, oa. ibe. . clearest 


pussibJe a^?ijti,^u!Ctv at 1%, swfeveriiioa 9,f, 

tbo. goveri«ta:)ea|.,an3;^ tte, ,f4 tbe r^p0if^ 



Ytdif and 


i«U(rliaitj^hfid-_ Oustxtti^we m 1788, 
— vviiSlriiO tfeloyUCy d^ 

Cfm^'p iu raisj^iHp tfejiajitry i|f^kp repel' th,e' the 

Kiii^^aiid 'VSflileh'^ike ’mas ^ertaibi^', ' 

^^'m ^!ted 

QCjt%iij^ii 4 n 4 a»«*wa$cjjangf»dipGttst^^ TjSeyaptjke erf felt '‘' 
tsM oni of tfie be^t of j»pn. He was ju»t then 4ismJss^d IVosieOd! com- 
mail ^ the Western army, and hi^tetireS to hie’e^rftea of 

Ouka^ttBlheJhttrth. SftifChaHes seemed dfeposed^-^estion 


^^e king’s understaadiiigtkra 4e leyaUy itf fiie fittimrity. 

I jfim gentif^n^en ym himteff m twonrable mi piao ; a^ 


ht'i purity of heart jwrhap* Igd^iiw to impute Ul fpptean 
i-U neral Armfe|^ ^.tp party r^cour. Living remote from the courts 
;a the iindst of aiiftple esmtea, ahd a happy ahd prosperous fenantn', 
.'‘sij Charles Lmdrofh remintted Mr. the' miata- 


mv iTi whirh the clnef»4f attci<!bt wod opulent fomilies need to live in 
Ln^ Iand, Except lliat he wa^liOi friend ’«o JiM 3 ld mG^ nomiaa ge 
urms, he m^gbi witb propriety HferaM[|^the Mr. ipejke of Swedi n, 
cr u' \va55 the greaia|t ir]iii{irove^„.<^ ^griculfure in all tj^a coaiUrv. 
L''<t he was surrounded by a numerous ra<^ of sturdy and happy paa^ 
tan(s, to whom he let his lanAs m small farms, on terms so easyihat 
they paid their' rents tyithoid dSfiSenffy i and by the excellent mode of 

cultivation hisf they grew cornfmeatively rWv vvlnlst 

lhae value <rf his Jaiid.iiicyi^t^wkb equal rapidity. The eidc.st 
daughter of Sir Charles *1)^ I^dy Lindrptli waa married to a Cnioind 
De Le Grange, who was deseeded from an ancient and nolrfe Scotch 
family, that migrated to Swiwa hi ihc disastrous roign of Queen 
Man% The*’cirfd»e} mm th«ii aprisoDer m Paris, on, purok, having 
teften mUn^fttemer io PomajMKiiiu He was seat tq iParis in 1:808, 
by Clhai kf the Thirteenth, with tbe naws of thd revdbtioa in ^w^ejicri. 
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, ol' death was pronou«teed pgaib»t« thie 
chief conspirator, General : Baron Arttifelt; 
estatoa were , jhijrfeited< ^and a |daced 

nniiei: the public pUJoiy: and<,^hipp^..p^ 

l^p 'pMe&'i i^l^itorims* 
^c.'/WAffi psenbod. 'jlboi^^s d^i¥^tbW''’tbe 
cailou# Jhdii^uer is ; 

and, after a variety ofivfdy^pli^a, hp made Me 
wiay to Russia, whero.Jto |k»s ;w«B?f!WJ3eiy€d,y 
a hande^me p^aiim was allowed !him. ; 

-vain the regent, di^andfd the culprit frpui the;dif- 
lerent courts where the , traitor ; dared to;.4^w 
himself,:, The deiuands of the regent wero evaded, 
and hi# ministers insulted, because tbe insidious 
,Armfelt bad every where represented biip as a 
jacobin,, as a second Dnke of Orleans, as the enemy 

* Tfi#* 'inhere the wliippiiii^-pofit anti pillorv trtanJ 

ib in Nirimalrnt called Ho Torget Up«» to[) of the pillar 
s^taadp a coarnr figure, /<j|>rfc'Sf;ijUag c>e> haniinged^ and 

having the usual attribyj^b. To this pillai’ , are app<»n(!etl iIko 
inasi5ive rham and ring already ckscriked; the names of per- 
feous coftviried of ittfemoi* ctfiilll^i Wfeo liive Ibeen hfMc exliifiited 
r>r qutkvt’ed, are inserSied on fidliii^ ni^d'io the pillar. The nann^ 
ef, SRRENapoRTKN WHS Bat ttp.hy, m 1789, 

and U remained Uiera in IfiOS. AuMPi^l^lpTl^ nam^iand C4*inte ,w‘as^ 
placed next ; but in '^TOG ir wm^ r^^muv^'lijjr^ Gusliasfus the Fourlfb; 
and it was remarked to ihc anlhor/*^ a *Sw^disb nobleman, that il 
(he young king had dared, he would hate ifexhfbIlVdi *hat of the regent 
in ^ same place ! Any person oa^tfefhg thus puAi^ed for swindling 
bi* cheating, teahjftdattiennd offisrictfaldo iriscribe^iiWfthe d«fe whein 
his pattsoR U»e?i|icmi«p^^ roabd 

iis aeclc* 


CU.‘5T'At'D« IV. AI)Ol-f*ttUav 
nit n!g»iA*f governments, and the se^refc^ fri<!liSi ai«4 
Iroettdr bf the revoiutiicmists of FF«tiie»V'” ''' *' 

Afteu the bf Apmfelt, pap^ra vr^ foiind 
proving he 

eiAftde thedKMg tbinalBe aVoj^age «b#ar<iPii^^p4 
>ofFifeSka^^^i|’b!pdei<4|^e>Eu8siah#%lciMf^tlng 
might, upJok la si|feal|H*feWb«8ly agr^ «li, tgeeive 
the . 7 ouug'’moWii^'^'’^^^ him fb'iPeters- 
but %a6 is^eh toe timid^fbi' 

enleFpriSte, imd' he recommeitded' Atmfelt to talke 
ceitm eii Mmsetf tiH h^’(thi^<hing)‘ hkd^attaihtd hie 
malbrity ; “ vi4ien,” said he, ^ thfe'airtlitot*ifey bf my 
uncle will eea«e,> and 1 shall hate it in my- power 
io protect and re«*ard the best sad t3fuest''frie®fd 
my father wer had.’’ Sueh wete the* delusions 
practised on the young kin|r»“^s«<^lt mdami- 
tous c:hccts!*tr-And never was a sovereign prince 
more insulted and provoked by internal, treachery 
and foreign influence, than the late King of Sweden 
during the lime thht he 'vvas regfent. 

To cut off all hope Catherine miglit 
V (.‘i entertain of ^slaving Sweden, by means of a 
luarriage between Gustsyns the Fourth and her 
grand-daagbter, the regent uegociated a marriage 
between the young -monarch and a princess of 
Mecklenburg: dieyyvex.e solemnly affianced, and 
the approacliii^g^^nuptials announced to all the 
courts of Europe. , Cppot Schwerin was selected 
by the re^nt to capry the unwelcome news ^ 
the empress ; but, stiob were her rage and indis- 
cretion* that she sent orders to the governor of 


2^8. ' <Ji'vrAVLis I V. 

Wiborg not to s jfFer the nOfele*^ TnissiotitO^Jf ' 
proceed! — iTotally losiag «ight’,bif'that sagatekf' 
whieii had ^ long dlstingUii^liedi ft^rHpublic con- 
duct, tlie Cm^esis, in p. moat irdtc, 

yhiclf ‘%fact4d ' the attention' of all' Eiitepc,' ladt 
oiiiy reiirbabiied the regent with feeing 

secretly coivnected witfe tJtie i'a^iciideisS fef France., 
but even insinuated that fee hM fee6n priiy to 
the assassination of his btotfeerl A charge that 
was probably grounded in the itoalitfe of Atfeilitt, 
by whose partisans it was propagated ; and, as if 
Catherine thought the purittf of her hands fifem 
blood shed by assassins, had ne^er been ques- 
tioned, she ludicrously assumed the right of 
avenging the death of Gustavus the Third ! 

It filled her vindictive bosom with rag>.' and 
disdain, to think that an obscure priiu;ess rd' a 
petty house, should be preferred to her grnnd- 
daughlC ”. She sent agents to Mecklenburg, who 
bribed or intimidated so effectually, that the ])iin- 
ccss formally relinil'uished the alliance, and noti- 
fied the same to the regent. Whilst these base 
maiKKiuvR s w('re played off In Germany to prevent 
the intended marriage, ' preparationa were made 
at P<'U;r:-burg, itidicative Of ah rriitiftediafc w'ar 
against * thf liijjref/l’ of both planks uhd 

straw were laid across the if it were for 

the ifibre secure transportofartfilCryinto Finland; 
.and Prince George Uolgorucky wati stmt to the 
bontiers as if to reconnoitre. A crowd of needy 
H v. niish hofekm^ii and cdiirtiers, who had long 
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oil nuHic revenue und^r. tb<i lat^ 
fe?Mi3( % any ^nterprii^ t^t jp^mised 
wealth , and prefesmqfi^ : ^hjSsae Ijecanie tjiie .wiilinie 


secretjy^inore^^ by, « 

thsoi«mg,kiaS..>,ftew#i.^i 


' J . ¥ I*'. 'tr -*<’ 


,The^,irepr^»«^Gte tlie 
young nif.nacpb enaj^nn^ tiie 

fair Alexapdra* arid wu^t^lie aacrii^^ by IWaup- 
and r4?jq»^j)^iess dncliBjij^^liisc Jimp^icnc^^^ to 
enjEprj^jJtusro^ri^ge not the 

dts^ney. to wait till the kinj|j,$iB tnaster, betjnni^ nf 
age; because,, as they pretended,, the regent If new, 
that tJie king, ^i( left to . himself,, wo^io declare 
in favour oC Al^'and*^! * 1*40 co»ote^,fflLaev5n 
\v as governess, to tb,i$,,youtigpf^iucess;, a^d thro^gfei 
her agency, in conjunpt^ia with Generial Armfeit, 
Counts Schwerin, S(^boil|L,^.^d other Swedes 
t)f di.stiuction, a corres^i^dence is said to have 
been kept foyers. The letters 


were shewn , to. , the , . who was sb set 

upon this mat^,) tlmt ft, was e.rid^ht she would 
carry her point, if po|[si4lc, indiiferent by what 
means. ,jdraidsti,t4is co^pdeated fnachiDse;ry, Id- 
Budberg, yfbo hfd recently been to Genpany, and 
carried back, in his.tr^ to P^teyslbnirg, the prin- 
cess of Saxe^^i^nyg*\aod 4®t‘ i4t€t5 daughters, 
lor the insj^dop^of the Gf;an4, Duke Gonstantine, 
was s-mt, % Stookhnlj^^ji tflis. mhuater Ifad in 


' Tlitj.«»ot{tcr of.Fdaw of Sajsf 



3§0 cusrpAvus iv:'A£>l>ii>j|U6,' 

)isiy SOMN& Very abte ati^feiHaiiK^ 1^ wlDMH Ins 
ytewft w;em!p<Merftally assiilt^ ivIffiji^eur^hriS* 
tiiio, a.'.Ginnad,. ai&fratary 

to' M4'^4©',C^oi|ik,5 *s*srvi^ 

{laid f6 
attd 

beauty 'W' 

borne tOia^rja bis ygbi&es^'^lbii'eiiiip^^ ; 'wbose 
anger, he said, had beenwcaSidded^^ the aw'row 
she. felt for hef graiKi*daugbter, %hb»e^ allihjttiidfhi 
were bo completely engaged ; and tlmt aH' ^he •htor 
press wanted was, to%av6 tire nmrriage of theldtig 
deferred till after be became of i^, that he 
might tbon decide for himself. 

Thus beset at home and abroad, and fearful, 
if he persisted, that the empress' tvOuld mdee war 
on Sweden,- and too pirolSab)y cause internal com- 
motions ; whereby ship might acquiri the same 
ascendancy she had oblahied in Poland, he be- 
thought himself Of a strata^m' by which he might 
avert'the coming BlO«m, and yot'ptevent a marriage 
taking place, thatbC cotddhotcOttteihplate without 
the most serious appreheittsiohs of its giving Russia 
such additional lUeans of inej^easing its influence 
in" Sweden, as must soOn rCduc^thel&igdom to 
the condition of i province ^ fie, - 'flierefbre, lis- 
tened: with assiiintid compIaCendy eulogiujtts 

prtrtiooncud ' by M. Clmstirih jm* 'flSIia Princess 
Alefltandfft ; mid dm gebhtal iiepdrlii^t of this 
regent waa'J^i^Chy-atsindueed th» set^t'l^ebt of 
Russia tb' bblihytf by 



, ■ , 2^i' 

tjbe a«dv<49^E»l»ju^ operai^i^ 

. -fasgftiasfc 1 , Hip. i apli -; iiiclwd ■ '^aptwla#,! 





,j$»i had' ‘ 

, he«*i'hrdkp;a<i^r4li^f^^ mio- 

S!«ung 


vek&[kt»t the ^pslriipt .« 

Qioii^oh , tQ apjoept CatJsKtii^fS m viiit 

PetejfjShostgi httt, (#h?tt; l€»« [ft^eted aad 


deajnjhK !w,evea,pfo|>oi|¥d^ to tkccemppyo him 
thither ! 1^ me waa putszktd m^re thtm^Aeiierai 
Barou Anafelt, no.r was a|^y:^vhUypc>jrti|e4 
he lyaa afraid .the nageni wa^ about; to^ ttia 
fjeace withOatheme in, good ean^s^VsPd i^ppr^h 
heosive tJ.e:i.uiKrior.,M*a,^,iS.poBiw».4 «h» 
plipce might iuducev|tha .JSmpiisasfi ^tharine to 
banish him from }ier>^idapc|a. ,;; 

The, regent of Swe#tt» >th» jwung fcirig*. and a 
inimeroas: apd .ap|ei:]4id ungved at Peters- 
bwrg< on th©;%5th,,qtffAujpi#h went to 

reside; at, the holeJ Stedingk. 

Passh9gihy,the;.<^0i^y eod hrijtjl^tfpsti.vities that 
followed, |ayi0if>thjej|fei#ip»8 ‘Swedes 

(the doapgpti!^a,,pf|whi«h,var€ other 

yrorks), thoJ.lstof Septem- 

ber iWasjappitji^ iorilho JwaTfiagfi of:the king of 
^wed^n,Tiy*^v4|j^':4ii;^AIti^ fSijftd th^-dayAo 
whi^h, i^ed, prdud^^ of her 


. r,'-cusjrAy,ui>^v. ADQii'pHus. ' V' ,' : y 

hor migjbty projects, , W P^e so 

T^ht A fiJiKiek, that it. &atPte to a 

deg'tee^ lyluch a^peter&ted^.W '/An^^aJII/thia 

regent- of Sweiden !; a, man 
elhe ofteffli4diottle4«ja<l eo t^t^bwghly 

despised ; and whom she er^neously supposed 
had beeftt bent' to her pOrptfe by irithttidatibn. 
The faot'^ is,'‘'thSt' ^e: r%ent fining it would be 
impossible to , ayoi^l rpptorb^ w Russia^ if he 
did not appear to yield ; and not being satisfied 
with the government of Francei whieh had artfiiily 
deceived him respec^hg the subsidy promised by 
the committee of public safety ; aUd to avoid 
plunging Sweden into a war that he knew the 
king would terminate , as soon as his minority ex- 
pired, and perhaps on terms of lasting iiyury to 
Sweden, the regent wisely resolved * to otoq) in 
cannier,’ a.ud, if possible; outwit the sagacious 
MINERVA Of the north. 

The extreme tenacity pf the young SwediKli 
monarch on mattew^ rdjfigiom Ood his stubborn 
and intractable duiposititm, were well known 
to the regent. tGostarua looked' on the tGlreek 
churdi as being iWOi^ ithdtb^^ hnd In- 

consistent with C^istianity , than the Cathohc 
and the regent found rneaim tp . jinfijiience his reli- 
gious preceptor, who omitted no., ..opportunity of 
instilling into his bosom new sopieea of aversion 
towards 'the Gteek religion: aiul Whld the 
guests had at Pc^rsburg/tiiif ifektklkno- 

rancdj and snpersution of tne cpnitnon people wore 
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MO and dia^sting, ^at itd^iiipleteid 

avei*skin of the yown^ten^, which Dirias dbe ^hiitet 
anchot'on which regent depended to kei^ 
den clear of the^ connexion he to 'much' di'tfiiEd^^ 
Nor were Ihis caihuiktions msideoa a^lse fyi^Soetpi#. 

’ . t r'- i*-’i • 

, TJik cwrioui^ commniAt^jj^ to ijie author wl^p 

he wuh oil a visit to Sir tfennan af I^athohm, Is* iK S, a* 
Niklascliu , iioar ChriiftitteliaPBU, bn the of Aug-ust; 1808, This 
nobleman was one of Arm&'Ifs nm active and daring pflfrtimna, 
wid, of eourire^ a violent enbmy to !b« regent atid hi» mintstm. 
When lieneral Atmfolt fled, mi hk pajs^mwbire a 
uumbea- of Im creatures wore exj>0!»{»d a^ imp^licatod Sir Jitrman 
cf La»tbohm then stood in that predicament. To get , rid of Ins 
preaence in Stockholm, the regent aomiiuited him to the gbvernincnt 
tf a remote ^nd {>etty foh in Finland. Sir Herman nhdbrkood ^bat 
if he retired to his estate, ahd no more hrterferod with potiiioal 
r.ia(tem, he nb^d not go into banishment ; Ibrscteh^ 
woa ponwdered- Witli this injunction he readily compliei >Wb0fk 
die king had atf4inod hi^ majority, and General Baron Ariafelt was 
rtrallcil, the dukt* was driven from political ilmatre, and \m 
t':iruiirs ajipeared at the court of Sweden, decorated with honors 
and invested with the first oflicc!^ m tlie state. Sir JTerman af 
LftHthohifl wm not forgotten t he w as tpijlde a knight of the order of 
the pttkr «uir , ennobled and invested with m^ny valuable empldymenls. 
Ial808t the period treated of^ be Wfaa president of Uie Kamar 
Collegiara, and a naemher of the supreme cotirt of justice lu Sweden, 
of which the king hinwelf tvas the presidei^ Whatever might have 
lieen liis political errors, nothing could exceed his hospitality. In t(.e 
church of Christ iuehamn i^as p large altar-pfoce, given by one of his 
anceiaorisi, an irouninaster, orbrufej-patitm. Neither the drawing nor 
the colouring warn ^\y cx<‘Glleot : the ass as the Last Supper ; 
the princii^ difji, at whieJr of the apostles 

seemed topi^ a v^^isbful eye : lliiey werpall fair ,<;omplexioned. with 
red hair, ^oept Judaa; wbo^.vvas dravfn of a ewartjiy com- 
plexion, wsih his hair diul beard both blat k. 
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yoting' king, delighted with thi^ ‘f'espedt shewn 
to his will hy die regent, used frequently t6 tra- 
verse with hhntbe city on foot and ihtog. attended 
tJhly hy n confidential servant of the ambassador, 
^Barott Stediilgk) who, on these occasions', acted 
as their valet-de-place. ' During these exeursions 
the duke took care that the king should have an 
opportunity of witnessing ^ome of the most dis- 
gusting examples of the idolatrous worship of the 
Greek church, and the gross ignorance and super- 
stition of the Russians. The beauty of the Princess 
Alexandra Paulowna was of that fresh, youfhful, 
and rosy kind, it was scarcely possible for any 
rntm to behold heir without • emotion ; and the 
Ti^gent, who had all his life been a votary of 
sensual pleasure, spoke in rapture of her charms. 
The youthful king must have had a heart cold as 
marble not to have been captivated. The boy 
was amorous, and the beauteous Alexandra, kind, 
but Gustavus told his nominal uncle, hp was 
afraid her rdigim would l>e an msui>crable bar 
to tWir hapjpiness, The regmit heard him make 
this avowal with sefcrttt delight ; all he said in 
reply was, that it was a point dh which GUstavus 
had best consult his own judgment ; knowing, if he 
had attempted to advise him against the inarriage, 
it would possibly instigate him to il.s immediate 
completion. > »' " ' ' 

The prihCesw was at this tirdte' tuth^d four- 
teen ; she was a fine, pluiap/Weli grbWnfgijrli, tall 
and womanly; her fehtfires were reghlkr, her 
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coinplexion iair and blooming; 
tresseii were jas tastefully, arrangi^d *8, if Y^puti 
had been her handmaid. She had,;dnrihg 
four year^, hepd so much of the young 
Sweden, that ,sh^ , had |iterally % hite 
with his pictures : , his presenee completed the 
conquest. , Gustavus, if not as hoautiful as 
Adonis, was, at the age of agyeptecni a haiKlsome 
and elegant young man ; rather tall in stature, and 
of an uncommon degree of gravity and grandeur 
in ■his carriage. , „ ’'u' , 

, To excim desire in ^eir youthful bosoms, 
the cyafty old empress, called on Gustavus to 
press on the virgip Ups of her, lovely aipd fdui^ng 
child, a kiss of Jove; and she also caused them to 
be left alone that their mutual, affections might be 
< herished and strengthened; Uule thj|ikmg 
terrible, a blow she was p^epaiiag lor the innocent 
girl whose growing passiops , Were so soon to be 
c hilled and blasted# . Catherine was unworthy of 
pity or respect;; and it is to be^^tpegret^d that all the 
suffering dfidnot alight whei^ all Ute gadhreposed. 
The fond girl thought herself the happiest of mor- 
tals, ,mjd strove ...to perfect Jjar knowlege of the 
Swedish topgwe^, to , render herself morck agreeable 
to her future subjects, and had no.Sit#'ioion of any 
disappointment,, till the sad reverb .burst suddenly 
upon her when': she was arrayed in her bridul 
Tobea, .expet^ing, with;,'a* pad^ lieart, 
her tardy.^|pyer at fbe.,al3b^I 

The aagaciotta> wouldonid be pa- 
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suaded that 'die suddea odniplaoency af theS^edish 
regent was .,i>ot assumed to imptrhlise her anger, 
suid yet frustirate her plans< Her shrewd ^ud 
pNemetmdag tnisd scn^n discovered the sUnJcen rock. 
Oil whidk aPjipiose hopes might yet be wrecked. 
To^be beforehand with diedukCt aiBiid^ if possihic, 
beat him with his own weapon, she secretly en- 
quired of thd clerical ciuef of the Russian church, 
w'hedier, for an object of the highest moment to 
the state, her grand^daughtier might not abjure 
the Greek church, and outwardly profess that of 
the Lutheran? The chief priest, liaring sounded 
Ins brethren, and found them hostile to the }>ro7 
posed aposiacy, bent his knee, bowed his head, 
and raedcly Maid-^‘*Tourmtj&<t^ uaU^power/i.!/' 
The Swedish regent had played his cards admira- 
bly: he perfectly understood the nature of Ca- 
therine’s religious creed, which was always made 
to give way to her inclinations j and he therefore 
caused his emissaries to raiise a report, that the 
king of Sweden would not deign to marry a Rus 
sian princess till she should formally hare re- 
nounced 4he Greek It was this lumbur 

which counferuGted tlm last hf^ the on^ress ; 
for if she .had persisted, it. would have set the 
priesthood in isnas, and might hate given rise to 
schisms fatal to the internal repfuse of her mighty 
empire. ,,..i * ■' 

Geaer^ Bigon Armfelt, thop^ thrown into 
the back greisud* ahd not'Jfilow^ ib .^i^ear at 
court, waS^ nci idle- He hid private Coihinunicd' 



GUSTAVUS IV. ADOinfCS. . 287, 

tion witb t&e kiogt to^w^tont he 
regent, umlcr the pretext of forw^d^og hi» 
jesty’ifr interest, was secretly eadeavoorihg tqi giaiu 
the confidence and goodwill of Chtheri^^t^'ll^ 
might obtain the gxa^d dnchy of .||aiaBid idhfi^^ 
his life; intimating, that< the only certain method 
of defeating his selfish views would (^be to act 
liberally towards his intended imdA^ and if his 
majesty Avislied totally to frustinte the desigins of 
the regent, his readiest way wmld be to allow 
the princess tp retain her faithi The king 
not pleased with this counsel, aid When next he 
saw the regent, looking steadily so faia lace, asked 
him what would be the efieet of ina]dng;a priun!;, 
cess of the Greek dhwch, queen of Swede8i?'*'' .d» 
i nsurrectioa;iny king, and theioss of three erownsF 
'Fhis laconic answer, staggerod his prejudices, fbr 
it struck him if the regent harboured the ambitious 
views imputed to him by Akmfell); be would not op* 
pose<any measure csdcnlated to fiwward his selfish 
designs. Thus was the ntnd of the youttgtnonarch 
perj^xed and bewildered ; ' solbetimt^ was 
inclined to sacrifice his xaEd for religion to his 
passion for Alexandra ; siit othtrsto renounce her. 
all beautiful as she was, unlei^ she totally aban* 
doned the Greek'dhiqrefa, and adopted the faith 
taught by Luther.* * • * ,, , 

Meantime, General Baron Stedingk, the Swed- 
ish aialMtfisttd«<!»:«t:an audience'' granted for that 
purpoi^fonn|dl^.d^andedth^ Ibreiyyoung crea- 
tiuje in the name of hlsinK^arch'; anddm 21et of 
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ji ^texnber yfrm appointed fer itilie |!^fcarn^m^ 

, jlie njarris^e cereiaotty. ^ , , , ' 

A ioyaly, o» a mare . splendid "afejevt 
wa» pcrar beheld t^ian Alexaaidra Fa^dontaa, ar- 
rayed %h^^rid&l robes. She ^as fiijki^ouaded 
by all that was §wat and impoaiiig in the Rnasian 
court. The j^press, the grand dulte,Patd, and 
his ^nsort ;* their cluldreo, with their numerous 
and gorgeous train, .were all aase«!id>led in their 
grandest state dresses: and the fee^simpk of the 
nation over which the young bride expected tp be 
the queen, would scaredy have produced a mass 
. of wealth, if put up to sale, equal iu value to the 
gold and gems dij^layed that day. Tlxo young 
^pionarch was arrayed with, great pomp, as well 
t«i the regent, and their numerous sude. The 
minute arrived when, the king of Sweden sliould 
have appeared ; but he came not. Notwithstand- 
ing the rouge on the wrinkled brows of the aged 
("atherine, consternation and dismay were visibly 
pouitrayed. Her favorite, prince Zubof, appeared, 
whisp^sred to his, sovereigp, and again departed ; 
presently .he returned, and ^ quickly msde his 
exit. Itcould not fecvconcea^ from the young 
bride that something w^l wrpr^j and ahe was 
too young and top deeply afieeted, to emteeal the 
emotions that arose in her troubled mind- The 
empress seemed scarcely able tp resttein thejrage 
thalrflashedia hfr eyes, and swelled her iipiignaot 
bosom. Hpjtsr .ffter hour it9«?ed Vhilpt the 

tremblmg.|«^^ apd. relatioi^ 



imti ’ wh€ii 

the Russian mmisters, in'rr ^h 
ai]iaiEemaat''a)sd’ti^t# to''idiEodtoeie' to 

the- empresir, tha€ll»5-1cln^#*S^#^ 
toriiy ^^usdT-' W ; 

' Ne#r'' w^" ovet* 

wheln^ The' in- 
tensity of 

'CesfrahaSiiig' ^ 

■wteht shcfii^ 

Whefu'aMe to iils4'’"lhe*'c0TM;jiM^ 
led/ or mther .tediTii^''#oBt‘%l'*a^^^ 
of nobles ‘t6(;'iter''6lto^r, irfl(^''9he"g;av#;^'^t*^^ 
tears aiid sobs to 1l»b p Wid 

like tohave snajit th# threatf ocf‘1ilfe'^^^ 

As to thebeautebt^ i^d wj^ng bride, no pen 
can d^cribe het: soritfiii^^?^ '1^ het SjMendid 

gairoettts werebeingwidil^^’^^ Ker in 

ViBfetroF, and -dierr tetip^' together: 

but ssbltt that teats" 

,td' fto’#';' 'tScmvuiiM^’ suc- 
ce^fdfedi'ihe in, and 

all tlrii^'hight fh#^^i>i!&i^t'i^t'from one 
hysteiitiai 'Ht aii!K9!|ier;;;«6''''‘'ii^ and 

set4U(iis' apptali'ensions'’ #iisiF6-"'.iri!iirij^aiiied''Tor the , 
safetjr^ h«^' of heac^ibitiiMdts? ' 

" '''-''twilhe^ Were 
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^ded her life,j but tb^ wet© Writedi,.a 
$lie desei;ved Ao qumitiiseratioiiy , 

The cause of all this oettfiju^ouifhsd 

frem a gross deee|>tiea atteib{>ted <tti. the part 
of the Eassihh mkiistia^ wb6 interpcdhted into 
the marriage cotttraet couditiottef .dilferiat front 
those aeced^ to by the femg . <Jf Sweden. 
The Eussian ministers thought* by delaying the 
documents to the last aiomeuMhe yb!P®g king could 
never have psttieode to read them deliberately* 
but they were nastaken : Gustavus perused them 
with as much gfhvity as if he had been a judge. 
Wlten he came to the clause whereby the, Erin- 
cees Alexandra, when queen of Sweden, was to 
be allowed the public exercise of the Greek faith, 
he turned towards Markoff and said, .Was this 
inserted by Order of the empress ?” who, answer- 
mg in the aiiiima^vc, Eie king said in a firm, 
resolute tone, “ 1 never agreed to this, and I will 
not sign it.” It was in vain that the grent officers 
of the empire told him the emiwess and his bride 
were in ;Weiting. BesbolWdko, Markoff, Zubof, 
successively urged and entreated dm king to 
sign: he iiad taken fib© advibe! of hie. ghostly 
director, Doctor Fleming, who was a higli. Lu- 
theran, aud foretold the deplete destruction 

* Tlw cbitsf of tijuse condition# were, tial tiw {nrinres# sliouid 
have a (ireck chapel and Greek clergy is the pWe, and that flic 
kingMlKiuld imme^hate']^ declare war^n^ the feench rqitiMIJC s ihe 
firW inler|ailati6W tirt^&hin (heeotnmtiiiderOatIierhtbf,aiiid die scdioiW 
itiwe mimcdiaidyfenn d« AiWfeh 
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of 'ckurcii ia S'jrfeddJi*^ if mcli an 

abomination were* atifiteirfed') 'pifeist# biP :^e 
■Olh&6k'''^kiiich' '#»!«■' no'^isS 
•tb©,' le^, eoniHeiiaibni;;’''and; ''3^^ 

' judic^'‘^n)d;acfed;'i3ib'''e'i^-^iB^^ t%ent ■ 

' We’“yonbg;,lii>%;di^;rV^.|^at'j^ forth© 
stand he He’ c6bld y^ejd without 
comproEoisihi^ hui bsra -to asort, that ©f bis 
hingdom. Tltfe rhgeint wal&ad a«wfe with ©us* 
tavus, and apphi^tly/ ihy faa hscfcs ^tiiT©', 
was'bskg ©ntreafSes; bM.:/M''Vi*at*^aiitohe-toaii 
only be eonjecthred^ Meahtimh all the Swedish 
nobles joined in the most-; 
that the king would nhtlwcafc ojBPtheimaiT^a^^ 
but he turned a deaf ear to tbeit suppHca* 
tions, exclaiming, I cannot,, and I wpet will 
sign these papers I •%iU any thing 

contthrv to the laws' of Swcd'^'.”’ ■•' ' 

' • ‘ ' t I ' 

' Thus, through the aebret agency of the regent 
ofSweden, was this, matifch bfofo ofFithrough which 
Catherine die Second hoped ib have ac{|uircd that 
preponderating' indHettce ha Sweden, that should 
soon add those realms to the llosaitm empire, 

Within?' a day or two ’ of -these extraordinary 
events, the birth* datjK'of. the yihisid-dufchcss Anna 
Feodorowna, the wife of the C'fand-dukc Cou- 
stght^e occurrMli when a giwd ball was an- 
novaped.;tb«,!|^if<^,'wa|d»s^u;il8o,am^ young ' 
king, ^,'whd,,'isi^,. -her, -miost'madced'- respect, 

which the impetuous wobum did hot deign to 

■ t’ 2*. . 
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return by illi'fe of TO 

regent did n(^ slfeiv^ bujiy^lf ; aaid tHe pi^f 
cess,! 'she ■'V^as'too'ifi. to*'''apf^ear■^eF‘he»fi;''*^l^8! , 
aimdst ’GaistaviJ8'pj?bl>di)^ , 

lion for her limn towards any otbi^pii|ebti^bftrt he 
was tfuch less effected with^thd prior; 

cesses of th^ Imperial hioa&I ©bnversed wltb’the 
Grahd-duke Alexander, im an earty 

hour from ^ asselbhly where cohstfmnt was 
visible in eyejy cbdntehanee, and n one seeided 
at ease. The einprefis did not stay five mintites 
In the bail room; ariddhe favporites^ and rtiinis- 
ters’ looks, which were sullen and resentful, 
shewed how deeply the resolution of a mere 
boy had wounded their pride, and humbled their 
ideas of self-importaince. When Gustavus with- 
drew, he was more than cottimdnly cetcmonioiJs, 
bowing to the principal persdiiageS, by way of 
bidding them adieu. This was the last time 
Giistavus the Fourth appeared at the splendid 
court of Catherine tile Second. He saw her afler- 
w’ards in private ; and attempts, were made to reu< ■ w 
the negociatioD» which Gustavus artfully eluded, 
by proposing to refer die question to tlie diet that 
Vas to be assembled when he caime df age y-’da-, 
daring, bis' rcsidme^ to nia!^ Alexandra, if the 
four estates Sweden coosentpd to permit a 
queen of Sweden to profess, the, %qak religipn l— 

- The autopratix heard difese expiwS^B^ dis- 
dain ; h^lie'Vihg, and pferhajm ■W^th vtmth^ • they 
wei‘e idieddSd dn}|‘ a feint 'lo edvet hie -fixed 



ii^lutioni jjqyer,tb, ac^ itolj^||iim^ if that 

.^iid,:«h^ wp^ld^,0T4tr,;^n ,.^ruj3^^^to.|s- 
s^We,, Ws 

sulyeft.r^U5fe ■„,; ,).■,. ,4- ,2.' /iit 

, (, _ 7 ,T]^fi ;r-egpiit, .^tn4,^ kipg of ipaae’;jre|ii^- 

yaiUopiaifqr lfe^ym;g Pp$pjrshur|f^^.Mid ^iai^nii&^nt 
presents weije ii^ych^oged,; i^4 bqStqw^^ on the 
r,espeela,vq.;, ;courtiei:ft , cquft^,,, ihpi^ of 

§lwqd^A were jreniiarked,,%:4fe?^*^ mjagni£lcencfp,'an4 
m%:, . „ which _ wa* '.pwiiig t^q. 

, yqqhg .lung 'h^d. ;alt’epd,y; ,d«0de’4 ’iirpofs of 

being of a niggardly and parsiiqpnious twrii. ^ 
The regent visiited the grand d^jltet Paul* at 
Gatschiua ; the latter, w«ts not qyer,|»Ute to tiie 
former ; and for onee ij^ , his lifo he seamed to 
coincide with the public., policy of jhiia rnlpth^, 
and to manifest tbe tnq^t glpwipg zejil foy the uitp- 
rests of the Greek ch4fch/;;J;||,,is, howeyer, T?y np 

* It was couCtleiitly asserted at Stockholm 1^ persons ctmnecteJ 
with tho court in the spring; of l^OS, iKat ihe reason siaf the dislike 
cxprcsscd'by Catherine, the Second to^ds tlife ^rttod ldufeft t*ad, 
was, Ijecauwshe yras *»ot fwr .sion I It was pretended: that'Csitherine’s 
saa; died v<eiy yOnaff vihf saM ; payi , .tbat hb .deWht was 
ccmcealed. Bad, a child, uC,.th« aaino i^e, hj’ eh^ from tm 
urpbai) house, subsfijtpt^ instead. 'rbene^,jyraii preserved in the 
anatoniy ligurc ropm w tl«’ royal hcademy, j|ie-)^t'on)y of a niUrdercr 
whose kIiuU and feature hore a remiul»,l4yi(tfb% resemblance to the 
emp Ar Patol, 'Tl^ |a|e« wyre^told r«(i!ftlildi»'tt<'6s’feu3id,:wlj«n 

Sweden! vm'Kt wtirwidt' 'Emstfu . ‘iJiH' taidil deiaiawWv.fw ;it m Wflh 
fpaiemlHtieetiotifan IStm^thd, aflfdm fi»ulqo£,thef<l®|{^ 

.awy iwught ^ geaemtionB; btadt, #“4 ^“9? ■ 
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meanlB imprcibable; tiafcihi6 rrerSJoabfe 
arose fiom tbe ga^' and spleadid 
the Swedeii yliitoh fbrmed^^^M cbtiirast. 

with tb« gfotes^be^lSguit that dress^d'ih Paul’s 
coStiime, sWitefeife abbut his p^aJ^s in coBslant 
dread^^'kst b^ sonie unhappy accidteut; luch as 
not putting on tikir caps, Sccbrding' to ordet,' or 
catrying their heads sufficiently erect, they should 
excife'the ' tage of thbir mereiless mistef)!** whom 
no mortal knew hbW to please or tb obey. 

The regent and the king having escaped the 
political toils Spread' by Catherine the Second, de- 
parted barly the eighth morning after that ap- 
pointed for the marriage, and arrived safe at 
Stbckhoim. There isi at least, this merit due 
to Catherine the Second, that having had the only 
two heirs to the S#edish throne in her hands, she 
did not mahe them prisoners* and seize on the 

♦ TlieBhort sighted adopted in 1^07 by Xopoleon Bona* 
parte towardst tliif* Boatbons of Sjmb* Hd. in some diegree, given a 
tiiUmrin^ df 'retributive justice in his presMU iso^ted and me- 
latichoty sftste- It i«;'WmrL an act ait tittle ta be ^ jiietihed «e^i ttet 
wuli \vhich hmenem5fi»irepfmrlttftr Osiftlierine, with 

provofiatidns equil to gtkifcns to ])olifcical 

ftei«piaiiod<5 as i«trong 'ii« tlwe WltieR sedut^ed the., fatter, Wisijly 
ab5AOTeS*Tr<>m c.jn(iu<ng’ or murSerih^ her*; iwal rfWtongh 

the rrime nM Sweden itttO fier hands. There Is 

not in ali |£urojidv#Uie da\, a sin^c nio«fa;it*dh whd mightnot, 
five yeans bick; as 4^bonahly ‘hHVe'kolii6ij^M^^ 

'inmss it should 

'ever bi .‘aside 4ie’ finest of’ 

the huitm ttmA*? oppreaSi^ the fallen, ahd Violates Sw'’ W 
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8t|;e.<j«A^y do this, 


H' ' 4 ’ ‘ ' 1 ''' .., . '* .!’’ ’ 


■ Tliup tei^ii^iited, i&e ?f?c}on(J i^pje^tjop of 

sear<^ <>f acct>|§%^ '<)P, ■ 

' " ' ' ' ,/the 



SQO a*»4<gr^d8G!ijsi, ftom: 


Uihex 
^eet(,a iwidet* 


The year 1 796, 4^ fbsKMs incideats- 

This visit to P^tei^u^^ja^ intended 

iatpi:mr]c:iitige hetweaia;''ibito';hi»g''^ and ■ 

the giraad daughter pf thi^ fmpm^:'yim''yi6me^ 
with jeatoasy and mistru^ by the Prdnch goyeru- 
ment ; who ordered M. de who had 

^een sent to su<^ed > Baron Staei of Hoisted 


honor aud <)f nationf;: ns a preoew^ it . i« daogwcws and 
some of those pnaw* by'‘;v*boji][, ;ft faw'heed 
d«wpndBnts,nwy as bitiorJy;rttp ,theii^ eightrsd that led to 

the tocaitoeratton <£ Bnnapairte, ^at. cesrtiody must 

tiave regretted hi« truahuent cf llMgthfMtt <^, S^x^n: Great 
tttoral ftrincijittca arc eeldoia if ev^jt yw^hd The 

wighty power of Auetna o» the. tais the piwj^ greafatatsi of 
ijbe United ^toi on the otIicr>.'ipitt;t rapidly iheritttbiy h^er 
the positive, and.eotnptuftive power aud .iii^ueiKy pf, Great Brft^ 
Itw»«fnto propo^ by.srtjW' ptdtlcwph^ %IfMpo,;to,^ 
Mr. Maddiaun to St, Belem lt..wM tilib Show out nich a 
hipt. The,pKpcrien(»;pf j^hie yto will proha%,l)yil8 

bSi« fcpitj'jjypy^itejmpalks'.^ ■.. _. ,J, . 

, * Thhhp priac!C«K*, ,*!»«««! ,B8i«isted, tlir^'Tk^st dJacpytopdl t 

.YAreefiwto^yklOTbarf.; 

; Cobourg, 


2196 ^ ot'STAvus IV. Adolphus/ ^ 

■whose political opinions were supposed to be metre 
favorable to France than those of the former;; 
whom the French gtssr(OTinent openly accused of 
being a creature of Catherine's. These indications 
of an' abpmhdi'^ ahikttce ' 

inily,a6d i '^ar vfitfe 

content, majeiHfy of the hktton beilt^ decidedly 
avef so tb' both it&Sttres. • ‘ ' 

Soon after'thefetni^ of the tiing and the regent 
from Petersburg the king arrived at his majorityj 
andthetegent, faithful to his pihoniise, surremlcred 
a scCptrb which, without risk he might have retaiu- 
ed, and retired into privkte life. No sooner were 
the reins of lioWer ih hi^ own hands, than the 
young nwwarch dismissed the regent's ministers, 
and recalled Baron ArmMt from banishment. 
was, howeV;^!', eoTn!|>eHed7o)wri?*bfln the delinquent 
whose estates arid titles were restored; the board 
nailed to the pillory at the iloTorg was removed, 
but all the ihflnence of the king was inadequate 
to the^'-task of induciitg (he Ryk f>rotts (Lord 
Cbandelktr pf ^Veden) to erase the ittrord of his 
conviction from the jouraiili ot the courts of law. 
A resistance ’to ^ errors hf a yOung monarch, 
ahd the subtle aiH* hf a Veti^n 'idtrigubr, that 
as decidedly honorable ft) th^ character of 
Coimt WachtmeistCT.^as of^t^^^ of the ^6‘a* 

tencC, % vtintdi the ? criminal fbiind 

guiitj" of agaihisb^tlis cdnntry, eom^ 

mitted ftt the instjigation of Khhsim 
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the mrfiage of 4he f 

,_0u4atm 

^ — Insuhx and torments Am 

rplics.af SuH'diAh ' 

His dist.re'K»u.— Awcis^iejlf eindf, 

’the hing,- His itipt^p'eteet^it^.iii^ipi^^ 

Momparit; and t(i£' 
cmarScc impuied tdthc 

Description! oj Mr. E^arfi Sh0^tmsj^pU au'-'* 
diencc . -- llrigadier-geucral Sir . Letipt ^ , Hwpmkipf’ 
Order ufSt. Joaelmn.^-^Iard NeJsdntmiAiri'Mohetlt’- 
Kcr Parkr mide knights of tha4 i^.Q,ptAo^»A^ order^v,' 
— A cunenture of ike king.-7r-^2%.e,(Apppidtttgmejepe~t*. 
dit/un. — (rustaeus fV. sitspcpA' the. ',t:aithf,0','^Ore0i; 
linUiif/. — Amcdotc. of jidipirai,Sit^^^trr-i4ltrieic^ 
dote. 0/ ' Linii'i .V V s 11.— Atv'cdotp pj J^ptpti. fljpfta. 
—The dilhrovnntnt of Vustp,pii^dl¥'fpt^^^*^^3 
resolved upmt.—Ot <Ttufp )^' the .^iEs,d^ to 

Air,'. Sptpuxi', PercevptL-^Jfc JOakp: f Glouc&ftelT, 

^piight.Jiave. hppn King <f S^i?ed^—rXhc fepokitw^; 

: of 1 809,, (pul tkthrmppim4, of 'tf.— The 

epuse of the ekctiph md Priace of Au- 

gustenl^rg ; a;ut elet^ j^.dhe frince tf 

P(fnfe.Copto.—Miepdptps.,ref^tdln^ fjipttsnm tfi. 
after Jns ddhropi^ntexf. ■ -A ; 

TIfE king being determinoA no longer to live a 
bachelor, went forth a third time on a matrimonial 



' "ds^agliter, ’' ^ f ^tlse’-slie'rfeditaiy' ‘p:t'jlici&, ■ ' igwu^; ’ 

■«la«^ittwi[^ ;the i-«agnmg;,]g^t__rfU]ke;.'’ift^,3i^ 

’ ifra^e^1S^lfe#-<tfhisehoice;'8b4’%;lbte,^^^^ 
n<it'''liav8 *y«iurs’, of 

cJ^rJ ^’tili!» 'bnd^?';^o»€a : by ^e;iEingi. ''was -lovely 
pt^rsok, atidiilii^b^^! ih kicJ' disposition ? an® 
about dgbteeb at’ It was l^iy this 
princftss should have ^^eiSwJiaar attractions, ioF the 
cpuit of feadtaa vras, perhaps^ t!ie most cultivated, 
and the least corrupted Sa all Europe, • ! 

When the beauteous young stran^T arrived at 
Stockholm, her pieesehce was bailed with general 
a&clamatioihi*^:' Even the most unrelenting and 
stern of the nobles, who had not yet digested the 
psahniur^ that Guslavus the Third taught them 
to sing, in 177% yielded a ready homage to her 
beauty, and appeared at court to assist at the 
marriage ccfremony: which, bn the3lst ofOctober, 
1797i was performed with all the splendor that 
►Sweden possessed, m the Ryk's Sal, or grand 
Saloon of the States, in the royal palace of StOok'* 
holm. . It was remarked to the author, by ladiea 
who appeared in the traunof the fair bride, that even 


on this occasion, the young king relaxed not the 
least from tlmt gmyity and solenmity of carriage 
by which Was di^t^udiCd, more than for 
graceful 'nidtioB. They it was enough to 
ch^tt the boSom of jhi^ bride. , !thc imputed cold- 
ness was, howevgr* only ,e3fternal» for such ysiis 
ills ardour on the wedding-night, — the; hrst no 
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t 

he evejr sixt^ l»s «h^disl|> 4lfB, .in 

th^ arms af a female; that the 
fleeing^, fw«i| his rwJe ertihmee, confiif^ iw4 
tnemhlifl^, iieilffor refuge to her femak*^liil!t<5a»t<f 
in the imti-chaiabcr,* nor 's'aiilit^jliU.aaifte 
bad elapsed, that tkfi mraa emAuti^ted). 

The exports ixtade h]jr tto to eeildoU the 
German courts, are well kno>i'hdo llni^pe. end also 
the (hsr«iiK>ect lie mamfested ^wwrde If ranee. Be’ 
envied England the ejxqma^f fhe4aeh»e.leaa thtm 
the French thw ^itstoiaeis h^fland j-amd whjea the 
frequent captuises (d* heatrel or aseeitralised 
by British cmiaero, aided by the rmnurntrstfices 
and intrigues of France, Ml to the formabtm of a 
second northern confederacy, notwithstandmg tite 
crippled state of the Hwedmh navy, Glustavus was 
loud m hfs declamations. Benying tho right of 
search, and forbidding his naval commanders sub- 
mitting. except ito overwhelimwf force, he caused 
the capture of a flWcdifeh convoy, which <'elebrated 
eient furnished Sir WiUtam Scott* the elntjf judge 
of the British court of admiralty* with an oppor- 
tunity of displaying all his eloquence and profes* 
sional scicnce.f llie result as Jioo fresh in the 

.i I 

** Manny Wiity, sad aom^ udtovdr deiiwic wetwa, ware written 
hy lltepoeti of Stodbulm SWl ti|a fart, tliatontgJa in 

hsve been rn'twealed, fonijd »<« ^wj^y into die JHIwnin^ Cbronide! 

t On tbwocfHiiKin the kwaed JTudf'ft dwelt with marked ett- 
phn«s on the ubnjttuy of the Jaw of nations s and did not hesitate tb 
ray it had no localitj, but J'* e \l>e bneath »f hehvdn, was equally 
et^yed by ail , and that, if be eat «|t Stoekbolm or I^Ondan, g be 



I|l^' , ppsTj^yi^)^ 

kjp.g,) mv: 

^d.fJcterajifli^. ; A\p<^j^t4.! 

dcsppir^jy^l^'^er^d 

to yield, ^ 0 i^ 4 ;ai;BSk^,^eiU^^ 

Bi»tli.sisyps.BuddffiJ^^di^^^ ,./,,,; ,,;,i 

! llki^ fisilbte ?Wflspl4. liiave irri|a|ed the fc]\n^ much 
more, if, gra hy ^ heavy 

iOs$ sust#>ed <hy thdleues j at which ho . 0 {jp(ly 
rejoiqod.- ^ •■'.■ , ^ „ ,,/; .•--. 

; By this time the jkmg had fuipis: displayed 
the4:ru4i|esof his disposition. Aiding at ebsolute 
p^wer^ii^'jtrajnpljed on the rights of his people, and 
violated his pi^th- At the diet held at,!Narrkdpmg 
in 1 8p0, he threw off the mask, and so greatly dis- 
gusted, several patriotic nobles, they threw up 
their patents^ of, aobiihty., .Ampngst those patriots, 
theBarons Hjerta,* and Silverschjdld, and Colonel 

ja^ed toTij^Wj^sd^ or for J^laud, ^.ptiutciplei^ action, and its rmlt, 
would b? tile saiye. ItOTcltErdrinfmacl the author of die N orlbcrn Coort* 
iiadonce uaerioun coaveraation oa tuia declaration, and the doctrine lield 
in the ftarnc {dace, by die wtinie ja%e, in 1800 and 7, whew he ' ab8if> 
doned (he high ground tolen in the Swedislt CMWej ranes ? and alcling 
on, prdclaoiidinns, USd aSidhUBted die law of iiit|ilaM,.he fidthiiniielf re< 
duoed to elstpc hh dcchnsQ^ aecordtag to fnd tq diudarc 

that, for the pr^ei^yatioo of commarce, and 

ita to ship'jspqiefS, must be tolerated.^ l^imt a Min^ off waa here ! 
What conetjswtw more incompatiUc witt'clu’Htiahity, vi-is ever re- 
quired bf tile Dutchat Japan.? ‘'' ■ '' ''■* 

'♦’IfeVTi’lHmstti q|»lt ged^litan'a ifotne Jeffo, and' hs« 
cpokeStdliifeteeRjieriSlnthertoopcna^ i’ 
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Si|b'l<ie!)'rkttd ^ were . partici^Ikrly^ dfeihb^id|idfei4-. 
Tfie wJfijle kingda^i was’ filled WfiK 

ad’^ce 'pf ‘'Geiidrisil 'Briildfi' Ahidifelf'-’i^ 
Coydt llgglat9/''|)lfevaiM’.'‘'ft*ttfil iAcwfdrdtoW liiail '. 

next dlet^wld detfi^abidfis 
■'kitig, ■' 

Gustavus considered iiffs 
office clerks, tfie %fit/a»d r^lered 

liiniself dfiiioxions, rWkrPlPdl ^sbid tify 

grasjnng" at tfie power ^'dl' £j»d 
king. His motives might not be foitnded’'iiiiF'ice| 
bat 'OP goodness Of irttentio^i cdaldjpstify^ bis Coa* 
dfict^ AH sufficient in hia cwn Ckfiwat^ 
matchless gravity' bp cotnmitW /ilte nw^t ladir 
tTOus blunders; 6f Wbicb ho one dared ’fio'reniiwi 
him, foir bis tetnper grow extreittely violent, and 
his {iride would not brook advifce, atfll fes Cndnri^ 
remonstihihce : hence, none bat fi^e l^ seri 

wlp 'Could approach bis pdtPdh', WboSk IJotal Wand 
of moral principle rendered them willing tools : 
indifferent as to distant tohseqaences, khd de- 
lighted with the sweeps of office,’ they hafeelingly 
aided In the destrpctiou of. what reniained pf pon- 
stittttionai. Ireedom* . ,, , 

As a ’nraateri' the king. was. irregula* in: his 
carriage, t«pricious^ al!»d'’'idoJPi!t mean 

and. Sordid in sihd is a husband, perhaps 

wii.h the best possible tntcu|iohs, he contrived, 
soon after her marriage, tp render, , bis queen 
iniserablovi The a«diftr,|wpi, assured, in /Sweden, 
that on tl>e evening of djei day (of ids marriagd, he 



.' 3 ^' ‘ '' 

, reii^iired liis W tibv-r^ aJouil nii 'a 

O^rmtn' fwblfe * the -first dbaptet' of Ea^er, ind 
toi«lh^ Willi candour thaiaipavifyj' td bo^pire- 

i^rdd 1* 'pay fiittt obedii^ce,^^;^ like Kibg 
Ahasuioras^fij© to bear abaolixtid'tUle' 

' of ^Itb aiadlyoutb^^ amiatile 

ybtm^ prinoiiijs^liy i»r‘ graceful niftfiners, and tin- 
deviating goijid hiaaiiinri'gakied the wtormestaftbo 
tim# of her aftendahb trfiin* She treated the 
ladies of her dourt as her equals ; their daughters 
bheame sometimea h«ir playfellows. But there 
was nothing rude or boisterot^ in h*Kr ntatotier ; it 
Was lunoeent eheerfuloess, and fascinatiug play- 
fulness. Hhr 'kiad and gentle heart sighed for the 
happiness that none but kindred minds ean ini" 
part ; and though she wail not happy, she gCiie- 
rously strove to make every bcingTOUud her happy * 
and 'contented. 

CirustavUs took it into hds sapient head, that 
King Ahasaerus, did '-not allow- either Vashte, 
or Esther tO; appear gay, ! to laugh, or show 
any syniptOins of gaei^ dii tmr. Ho also, disco- 
vered that as his Wife she had.no equal in Sweden, 
She ought not to have a friend ; noir, even in hef 
own bedohamber; suffer ’any of bier ladies to 
accost her' with faiadkriity, I^he expressions;, 

“ luy dear friend/' “ ai^vdear Oharlotte,” were 
formaHy atod for ever interdietsd. Witli a mixture 
of solemnity and wrath, be aseused his weejpiiig 
(|ueeu of having lost sight of her exalted station ; 
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iqm} ; ifU g^fttleaniaiily, enough ,. to • ^lUiiMie i ,' 

Ip^y , where . she/jhad -hte#n #ueeMi*i 
eatup :pf her palpaijie 

however, Mo^a of llieae giipi 

lectures, he ' chanced to feer^ rompki^g with 

one of her maids of honour. . If he Iwwi hewdt#»fti 
the world was to, be destroyed nfiott day, or that 
the most terrible of pests w-aa desplalutg hp »«■* 
troimlis, could scarcely ^Ijiave oppeai^, more 
completely horror-stricken f He drove the tnjfor- 
tunate ladies hwan her court, calling them Very uta* 
courteous names, and actually threateoed U> s«md 
the queen back to Baden, if ever she wa« caught 
at play with her attendant ladies! The weak 
monarch treated a levity that was natural to heV 
age, and free from the ap|>earanoeof;vice,„as an 
affair of state ; her youthful attendants were re- 
Uliiovedi though their ancestry was almost .as illus- 
trious as her own; and their places wore hUed 
with ancient dames, wdiose ri^ featuras - and 
stiff manners banished frOm the presence of 
the youthful queen tl»e light and elegant figures 
of her juvenile attendants, and the atl'ectionate 
smile, and cheerful glance, wore seen no more. 
Henceforth she bad no cofiopaniou but the 
priest, and kiiig, ligr* hUaband, Thus rudely 
deprived of tbo society she loved, and of the 
blessings of feiai- intercourse, her spirits 
drooped, and the rosy blopni of health forsook 
her cheeks. . - The isbioted princess, the consort of 
a king, felf desolate and alone in the midst of a 
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crowiied palace i apd her poi>kii|^ jkeart 

the re&ied aofeiety, ,aa4 ele^^ ef haar 

native hpoi^, ;. , ’’ 

It was not to be ^ a strucUim , 

, wbese ’; ila ' fatbeic ;,l[in4 'bee'^ mordered, 

and ihli , in view of his state apart- 

ments> shbioM Mm ti!io dfken of that lOelsih- 
cboly event’ ; but it surely in him to 

wish Ip destroy. a«;i|(|«gaft,.'afldx0s%;%tnicture 
on tbat account ? tidi was opposed by persons 
who had a legal claim on the prc^pi^y, and by 
the burgomasters, and aldermen pf- Stochholm ; an 
opposition that filled his mind with .rancour, and 
rendered him unwilling to, reside In a metropolis 
^Vhere be pretended his life would be in danger, 
becarusie the edifice was not demolished in wldch 
his father had been slain. The king was very 
strong] y inclined to order the guards to demoU»||^ 
the obnomeufi structure. 

Europe breathed awhile> .after the treaty of 
Amjieu »7 and nations, weary of war and revolutions, 
bpped,to eujoy permanent repose, but the rupture 
of that treaty . soon ^ dissipated those pleasing 
expectations, aUd the renewal of hostilities in 
ISoy, between France and ’England, endangcr^fd 
the tranquillity of every other nation. ' , 

Seconding, as it were, the efforts of the British 
goveriifneat, to shake the ypt unstable power of 
France, Oustavus the Fourth traversed Germany, 
striting to form a new coalition. < 

During these peregrinations, he waft accorapa- 
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nied by and gentle qtieen, '«dK> sacrificed 

her iiappiness to hfer dBtjjr^ deMri^ every 

809101 enjoyment to’ grdiify the vs?^him« of her 
capricious Ititrdl " ' 

Prom Jtdly/lW/ iili this 

monarch continued ' absent liroifi his i!otomious. 
Whilst he was rimblitig fa# Irdto Sweden, some 
W!^ posted a placard near the great palace at 
Stohktiol ret* 'Offering a''cbn^^|i^'br'e rewardHb any 
ope who might he able to®p^e informatiori to the 
Swedish ;^tioa whete theirltihg might be found! 

The detection of the t^pspir^y formed far the 
assassination ’of Bonaparte, ‘afid the consequent 
seisiure of the iluke d’Enghien, agitated the mind 
of riiis monarch Vo an extreme degree. Tfie 
Swedish atihistier was immediately recalled from 
Paris, and all communication" with ‘ France pro- 
ithibited. A paragraph in the Mouiteur ' having 
given offeilCG to Oustavus the Fourth, the French 
embassy Was immediately ordered to quit Stock- 
holm, and GuStavus next forbade the introduction 
of foreign journals Ojf all descripiions. The em- 
peror of the French seemed to estimate at a 
proper value the importance of these events; and 
did not seem at aU. inclined to make Sweden 
suffer for the fOllie'SyOf its king. This conduct 
irritated Gustavus almost to madness: he pur- 
chased busts of the EmperorPfapeleon, engravings, 
&c. which he treated wUfaHhe utmost contempt, 
as if he thought Boriaparte most feel the indigni- 
ties offered^ to plaister or paper ! Such wak the 

VOL. u. X 
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impotent malice with wliich, the half frantic mo- 
narch veutpd hia ^nselcss rage., ... - 

The king of J^russaa complim'ented Napoleon 
on his elevation to the imfwpiai dignity, and sent 
him the grand cross pf the order of the Black 
Eagle : disdainful of such an. asi^ioeiate, Gustayus 
returned the insignia of that order ; . next the 
Prussian miilister was recalled from Stockholm, 
and the commerce of Sweden suffered by this 
wanton act of arrogance and folly. 

Indefatigable in his exertions to create ene- 
mies towards his person and dorninions, Gustavus 
contrived to insult his brother-in-law, the Emperor 
Alexander. The grand cross of the order of the 
Seraphim was returned to Gustavus, after the 
death of the unfortunate Emperor Paul, by whom 
it had been Avorn ; but the bearer was not 
descended from a family sufficiently illustrious! a 
llussian minister on his way to Sweden, was sent 
back to Petersburg, and perinissiou to proceed, 
refused. And, as if he had been the sovereign 
of thirty millions of people, and determined to 
pick a quarrel yfitb a Jcvbk neighbour, he seized 
upon the Russian moiety of the wooden bridge, at 
Aberfors, which marked the boundfiry betvyeen 
llussian and Swedish Finland; and; persisted in 
painting it in the Swedish cdlours. , Tfiesc petty 
squalls at last, however, blcvy over: gre^fter 
objects demand the attention of the imperW 
court; hence, an accommodation of t|^ose little, 
meters was soon effected. Oh th^. 15 ^ J,aunajy,r 
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1805, a defensive alUancie was signed twtween 
Sweden and Russia, by whicli Oustavus was to 
hare commanded the Rtksian armi/', which, in 
conjunction with 25,000 Swedes, and ah auxiliary 
British force, was to have ihyaded hhd subdued 
the Batavian republic, A more effecthal mode of 
lowering the crest of Russia, and diminishing her 
power, could not have been hit upon tliah placing 
a Russian army under the pommand of Gustavus 
the Fourth. * " * 

When the king concluded an offensive alliance 
vfith England against France, all the cash he could 
procure was 60,000/. and that was to be ex- 
pended in putting Stralsund in a state of defence. 
Amidst numerous acts of folly and caprice, there 
was 07/e principle from Which he never varied ; and 
that was the necessity and expediency of re-esta- 
blishing the throne of the Bourbons. In this pur- 
suit alone he was sincere and Consistent, There 
were other and far greater powers, w!io were no 
less desirous to restore the Bourbwi throne than 
the king of Sweden, and njean enough to 
disavow that object, and have recourse to innu- 
merable subterfuges to disguise the ttuth. 

The intemperate conduct of the king of Swe- 
den pcridexed and offended the emperor ol‘ Ibsssia, 
who was then at Berlin, and also the king of 
Prussia. Gustavus rcmuHced the command of the 
Russian army on its advance to the Elbe : jealousy 
of Prussia prevented h[f> permitting the Swedish 
troops from quitting Pomerania, and it ivas in vain 

x 2 
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that Genei^l Tolstoy, to shew that Sw€d€n wan 
not offonded v^ith her allies, requested that 3;OO0 
Swedish troops should march witli the Resign 
■array. ' ' ' . ■* • 

The eflfhct : <^ this misiradersta&diag affected 
the emperor of Austria very injuriously; saved 
Holland froin heing devastated, if not subdued, 
and her navy from destruction ; thus Gustavus the 
Fourth confounded thh projects of his allies, and 
most essentially promoted the interest of the 
emperor of the French, against whom he was 
infuriated almost to madness. 

Negociations with Prussia were renewed ; the 
Swedish'troops were put in motion, hut nothing of 
importance occurred. Gustavus would not deign 
to consult the Governor General JD’Essens, as to 
the marche route, and not unfrequently regiments 
were ordered to halt at villages, w hioh were no 
where to he found except on erroneous maps. 
From this almost incredible carelessness, 
battalion of guards and the king's regiment, 
were, on the 26th of November, without shelter 
in the most inolemont weather. The same dis- 
order prevailed as to forage and magazines, the 
commissariat being directed to form them in one 
place, and the commanders ofthe troops to .dcefcfor 
them in’ another ! How unlike the great Gustavos 
Adolphus was the next king who bore his illustri- 
ous name! • . 

The Swedes were ^ ordered to march into 
Ilanovor ; they took possession of Haarbutg, where 
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they were commanded to double ihc and 

a moiety of the .pi^^ceeda for thefusojof the 
Swedish army, fhis act* which violated t^ijetler 
and spirit ofthe treaty of Westphalia, gave deepaitd 
general disgust, and produced iwaU^nn^^M Micirs! 
Gustayus the Fourth mig^t have aocomniodated 
matters with Prussia, aad have:ob,tained t-he com- 
mand of a Prussian army, but thoug^h ^d of his 
resemblance to Charle* |he Twelfth be bad «o 
^appetite to share in such perils as those by which 
the e^iviftd glory of Charles; the Twelfth was 
gained. ' * . ^ 

Whilst this puerile monarch was thwi engaged 
in petty details, and disguslir^ the Swedish army 
by keeping out u'f the reach of danger, he was filled 
with horror land dismay on hearing of the aubjuga- 
tion of Austria, the defeat oCIiussia, and the disso- 
lution ofthe coalition ; but those disastiPDiUS tidings 
had noelfect in detacIungGustavus ffomhiafollies. 
After the British troops had returned home, de- 
spairing of reconquering tl»e Electorate ol'Hanover. 
he as.samed die titte- of Protector ofthe territory 
of Lauenburg ! The Prussians approached to dis- 
lodge him : but ere they could arrive, he had the 
dmretio)^ to retire to RaUbutg* leaving 1,800 brave 
Swedes* commandlsd by Connk Ebwenhjehn, to 
'face the Prussians,. With cinders to fire upon an 
army irresistibly powerful, compared with their 
inconsiderable force, if the Prussians attempted 
to cross.the Rhine. Mach discontent was excited 
by the Swedes continuing so Jong in the occupa- 
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tion of MeckieftbUi“g. ’ The king was informed by 
Mr. Fox, that the elector of Hanover veiahed him 
to retire: He aeemed inclined Id conaider Muen- 
burg as a Swedish pO^essioni tilt after a general 
peace: But the offehsivO and defensive ahiance- 
that was soon afterwalidS 'fonncd between France 
and Pfife^ia, pA the price of t^hich Hanover was 
consigned over to the latter power, soon altered 
the face of affairs. iSustavus insalted the. em- 
peror of Russia by refosing, during several days; 
a passage to his troops across a narroiv neck of 
land scarcely an. English* mile in breadth ; a short 
time preyions to this denial of a passage to the 
Russian army, he had offered to seU to the emperor 
of Rus.sia, for seven millions of dollars, the whole 
of the territory that remained to Sweden of the 
German conquests, made by the great Gustavus 
Adolphus! ' ' ' 

The ill-timed pertinacity of this intractable 
kin^ in holding possession of Lauenburg, aggrava- 
ted the miseries to which Hanover already stood 
exposed; The Prussian army surrounded the 
handful of Swedes, whomGustavus had left: tlie 
Swedes dared to fire, and the Prussians, seeing 
them preparing to to force a paassage, with 

true grandeur of Sentiment/ opened their ranks, 
and paying them military honors, suffered them 
to pass wniaolested. The Prussian soldiers had 
made prize of two dragoon horses^ which their 
commander titdered’ to be returned; but the rude 
and sullen monarch ordered them to ' be re* 
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toroid, on <;o» 9 i<knqg 

pHion^i >6j war ! .. .Nothing inoi'lified p( 

SMr«d^n 80 tborouigfMy iiii j^;o 6 mpil^|qiii, bx^pii^r 

the,eoiiteiapt ^th life, hiniiself Iteal^d 

by tlie king of.S*nibjiifltR>i':itt’ :i^ wi^icb, 

Gustafiis ordered hjekh^/bf war, Ip, f^pture ,,tW 
ekipB oii^sms^ bipdka# -bis ppri^, tpid 
so vindictiye ae to pawse t^l^.defepcelessfe l^ 
the coasts of the Baltics, fo^'be tkspibkrded, pnless 
a sura of money was paidjtp'proppre an exeiQption ! 
Disgusted with his fplliea, disheagrtene^ by the 
losses those fellies, had pensioned, his Sltbjects im- 
puted those predatory aets of ]i^ciigeaii^ |p t}«; les- 
sPns he had gaiiu^d froin his alliancp: i^ith Great 
Britain , but the naval blockades gave sexitnis 
umbrage to the latter |>pwer, whose poniiaerce it 
diminisbed. x,ji , , . 

The senate of Hamburg was desirous tliat llie 
correspondeiiGe between Gduht liP^ahjelfU and 
the. Prussian commander* sliould »p^ be published 
ill the Hamburg Correspondent: irritated beyond 
measure at a line of <miiduct that was prudent and 
becoming, the monarch threatened to march his 
army into the city, upon which the senate yielded. 

This eimiity towards Prussia lasted till France 
and Prussia were . ilbvkriaace; .toe king of Sweden 
then recalled'his.trdops, raised the blockade, and 
set the Prussian ships;, at liberty ; in so fer he acted 
iidth justice and dignity,,, 

, . Tovnardd autdmu*. Gustavus returned to his 
BwediUh territories, as inveterate as evei; agaipst 



Fi^?e, yfketic.e {ijti- recalled ell feui/ fubjectau ^ Hia ? 
hftpo be had cpoceived, front the 'hwl^ities thai 
existed between Franice “and Flwssia, were amii- : 
hilatfd by dto terrible rapidly y 

destroyed the , i^rusalftn. armies, * and <fave tko 
capital and jnp$t of th^proviatees over to the cbn- 
quoror. In this critieat at|,tb of affairs* 'a wiser/, 
incmarph tpigltt have hfciiA perplexed;' 

. ,Xhe ;firat impulse of Oustavus was to transport 
his arpiy to Pomerania, and take the field in per*. 
soni4gain5t the French ; but, discrrr/t»«, the better 
half of courage, prevailed over rashness, and be ; 
abandoned that warlike design, and the few 
Swmdes left, at Ijiioenhurg' were ' captured at 
Lubec. Bonaparte alw'ays seemed desirous of 
sparing this monarch; he even oflered an increase 
of territory as the recompence of remaining at 
peace, which the* Swedish nation so greatly re- 
qairedk Imt dm personal a of Gnstavus 

against the emperor of tlie French, was the cause 
of Jus rejecting, the overtitre. 

Finding every attempt useless to appease or 
intimidJUe the bewildered king, Jfapoleon still 
paused before he. attack:td Sweden; meantime 
Gustavus ordered his army to Scania, where he 
expected the storm woufd alight' Though, terrified 
when danger w'aa near, Gustavus grew bold as it 
receded; and when lie looked at the fine in^y ' 
assomibled em tbe *ltores of t^p Baltic, liis valoious , 
hcart once more panted to Bieasyje awords witli , .- 
Bonaparte, lie determined to transport his army 
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tosEflgeirVindnsy tociHg^B and'GHsSat'® 
not; over ready in offering him' a subindiyi CKiB- 
tavwr sei 2 ed uftoa ST^.’OOO aih er dollars that hid 
bem fortmded byitiike ciHnet of St/Jamei^sl ah 
wei» intend^ for the emperar of tlusm. 

The ill fortune of I^ossi^^ humbled her monarch 
to that degtee, he sup^pUettted relief from the 
king of Sweden, in couse^aetice of 'which ne- 
gociatious were begun ; andy^n Mardiai Mortier 
retired towards Prussia, lua rear-gumd Was at- 
tacked by the Swedes, add the French hbspitd 
taken j even then suspidohs of his fidelity at- 
taehed to Mortief, who, alarnied by this event, 
suddenly raised the siege of Oolberg, repulsed 
the. Swedes, and cut Off a part of the troops, arid 
compelled the main body to fall back upon Pome- 
rania. Count D'Essco, the governor of Pomerania, 
had the good fortune to be able to arrest the 
torrent' of ruin that menaced the .Swedish ’ ariny, 
and concluded an armistice' with Marshal Morticr 
at Schlatkow, which was signed on the ’ISth 
April, 1807.*' , 

The armistice tliat probably saved the Swedish 
army feom destruction, ofiended England, Bussia, 

I , , .1 , ^ , 

* Xhe t<a>dtKt ^ <3uRtav.u!i, tj3 &.genenil, excited derision and 
c(m(w°pt* If isowariU^ 14 a . di«eaM^ he ia troubled srith. it 

silio«.l4. n^ver ape the nwc» of B, hero. Xhis wfealcness beloaped to 
the anfurtunatc monarch in qaeiUioh, whose temper was so yioient, , 
end his jnd^ment so weak, d»i Gcne^ Count D'^lssen Miid to' 
him— A’lVe, 7 tnutt rtiign ‘ft is imj^ossiUrJirr nn fMmt noiui 
fo Sfttse ^sm.” ■“ • 
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and Prussia; Gustavus was also displeased 
cause of the titles “ Emperor and King* To 
pacifj^.the Swedish monarch, Napoleon pemitibed 
him to ratify the armistice without acknowledgiof; 
the imperiad title : ydt, long previous to this period, 
the French emperor was in possessiop of the facts 
already recited that went to prove the illvgiiim^ 
of the king, considered hs the son of Gustavus the 
Third! Napoleon seemed to cherish a greater re- 
spect towards the Swedes than any other northern 
nation, and for the sake of a brave and generous 
people, he had the maghanimity to spare their 
weak, unhappy king. The limits of this last division 
of the work precludes the insertion of all the 
great and important errors he committed; the 
most criminal of which was, his open and solemn 
declaration that he was not at war for any Swedish 
object, but exclusively for the restoration of the 
Bourbons to the throne of France; which the king 
flattered himself might be attained with a force 
reduced by combat, disease, want, and hardships 
to about 6,000 troops, exclusive of 4,(KX) foreign 
auxiliaries. - 

Marshal Mortier was removed fl*om his com- 
mand, and Marshal Brune succeeded him. The 
very remarkable oonversatfoh.between the king of 
Sweden and Marshal Brune, is the most creditable 
proof of talent extant, but, its authenticity has 
been doubted^ and what can be said of dbe totals 
of a prince endeavouring to s^uee the soldier of 
another mcmarch t Gustavus stands self-convicted 



C»Wil^PAW$, IV. • 315 

of violated the law of honor in thus taking 
advantage of an int^yieiV granted at W own 
and aji^parently for a very ^Ufihteolt; 
purpose. '•;•’. ‘''.•d: 

The great^powera turned tifcifcir attention towards 
p^e: tho kingof Prussia j^oposedOopenhagen 
as tlm seat of 1hene,gociftti<Ht. tlpoh this heing made 
known to kmg« he exckSmed with every mark 
of rage, Ves / /7l ami a the meeting, hii 

it win be to ammnce that mil negmate wUh 

Bonaparte ! The result of the campaign in Poland 
enabled the conqu^or to , dictate the l^rms of 
peace on the field of battleu lhit stilk no impression 
could be made npon the stubborn mind of Gusta- 
vus the Fourth. It is scarcely credible, that after 
the terms of the armistice with Poland were 
known, that he proposed to the Russian ministry, 
to lapd 50,000 Russians, Swedes, 

upon the coasts of France, with I^nfe the 
Eighteenth at their head. The treaty of Tilsit 
dissipated these illusion®. We have seen this 
king guilty of moraentous errors, and fatal 
follies: he was now, in revenge of thk treaty, 
cruelly and treacherously resolved to sacrifice 
the Prussians then .in Pomerania! Conceal- 
ing the intelligencs'' fee ' hhd received of the 
disastrous: events that had occurred in Poland, 
on the night between the lOth and 11th of July, 
he ordered the Prussians lo ftre on the French; 
an act that might, and very probably would, have 
led to tlte complete destruction of the Swddes 
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Kjid Pruasitiis. It is to be l»^d thesevgfi^ 
dereUMions from moral rectitude; flowed frodi 
disordered intellect, which is sofreqaea.tly'evin<^ 
byactions peculiarly wicked it»d malignant Beiiag 
disappointed in this project; the unhappy king 
strov e all he could to retard the departure of the 
Prussians; refusing them permission to take provi- 
sions from their own idagajrfiles ; thereby compelling 
them to suffer famine, or to plunder for subsistence. 

Instead of availing himself of the invitalioii 
sent him by the Emperor Alexander and the king 
of Prussia, to negociate a peace with the emperor 
of the French, Gustavua entered into a new sub- 
sidiary alliance with Great Britain, which was 
signed on the 23d of June; in consequence Of 
which, hostilities commenced in go<wl earnest. 
On the morning of the 1 3th of July, a report 
arrived at the Swedish head-quarters, that the 
passage of Damgarten was forced. Although this 
event might have been foreseen, it threw^ (iiistavus 
into the utmo.st perplexity and confusion, who 
issued the most absurd and contradictory orders. 
Withiu the short space -of twenty-four hours, the 
adjutant-general for the day was changed three 
tiroes ! The advanded posts, which had been 
driven in by a far superior enemy, were ordered 
to re-advance and occupy their fonner positkaas ! 
Nothing but native valour, and some fortunate 
casualitids, saved the whole army from being cht 
off, which succeeded in reaohini;' Stralsaiiid/;btkt 
not before fhe 
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enkttd Hk gala! Burioig 
4er3y Retreat the teviified monarch sentto M&rahal 
Ibraiie/ proposing ah armistice.*-" said the 

•* k it not rMkerpf&nature Joradcseendtfi^ 

' qf Ckarks the Tweljth to ^Ikk ’.a truce kef^e the wot 
is thirt^^sLe kmrs old?' ‘ 

> The Swedish soldiers, remembering the rai^ 
yaldur of Oustavus the Hiird, wefe secretly 
disgusted by the jtreemtiomi^n by his succesnor 
to shield his ro^ai p&mn, even, ftom the possibility 
of danger. On this occasion Ml hopes of ac<{airmg 
his military renown* vahished, and the Swedish 
officers and privates blush^ at his pttsillaiiimity. 
Aware of the disgust created by this infirmity, 
Gustavus pretende'd be had received a contusion 
in the leg from a musket ball : he exhibited a red 
Sfot on the skin, and his boot, it was said, would 
nut receive the usual polish; and an obsequious 
surgeon, who wished to make his fortune, at* 
tempted to give currency to the fabrication; but the 
thing would not do, and it was quietly abandoned. 

The French had hitherto spared the country; 
but their progress was now marked by devasta* 
tion'. From the walls of Stralsund tlrcir army was 
seen destroying the standing corn. It was evident 
that the place could-mot sustain a siege of long 
duration,; and nothing appeared before the eyes of 
the garrison but death or perpetual captivity: 
lifapoleon made one more fruitless, attempt to 
detach the king of Sweden from his weak and 
Tuinims projects, and Gwlonel: EhgeHjrechA'wa^ 
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sent to him with a letter ex|]tressingf the wisli of 
jNapoIeon to receive nn overture for |»eace, ta4 to 
assure Gustavus that the French cmpOror hid no 
design to diminish his territories. The infatuated 
monarch, as if blindly determined to entail ruin 
upon hieftself and Sweden, repeated his determi- 
nation to pursue interminable war, and, a( every 
risk, effect the restoration of the Bourbons ! 

The governor of Pothenmia, Count D’Essen, 
strove to awaken in the king the feelings of a 
husband and a father, by representing the destruc- 
tkm he must inevitably brhig on his own head, and 
upon Ilia kingdom, if he persevered ; and it being 
in^ossibk to save Pomerania, he advised its sur- 
render to the duke of Mecklenburg: this wise 
coimsel the king peremptorily refused, and ap- 
peared sullen and immoveable. The governor- 
general said to him, " Hi re, / lament the val amities 
J cannot amrt ; and 1 regret to my that your majesty 
I'tnders it impessibk for SmtUfh valour or Jidtliiy to 
be of any servU'C to their cetintry.” 

Pent up as he was in Stralsund, the apparently 
desperate resolution of the king, might have re- 
minded his subjects of the conduct of Charles the 
Twelfth, if they had not had occular demonstra- 
tion of the cowardice of Quatavus the Fourth. 
At the same moment that this weak and perverse 
king rejected the admonitions of General Count 
D’£asen,he neglected to fortify Danholm, till the 
enemy, at Aadershoff, cannonaded the Swedish 
gun-boats, and drove tliem from their moorings. 
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It IhciQ to be altempted under tbe g^e of tbe 

lee^y ! If BeidiiobUi had been taken^ not a Hying 
si^t^uld have escaped ff«un Stralsund tdfi>ugeii. 

; , 'fhe dependence, of the king for auocour and 
protection, amidst ' these hourly aoonnndating 
perils, rested not on human but on divkte aid. 
Gustavus waa ap enthusiaadc seeker after divine 
mysteries^ he was incessantly seekiog to unravel 
the things foretold by Daniel; and in the Revela- 
tions of St. John. Unfortunately for Gustavus, 
he had in Germany become acquainted with the 
writings of a priest named dung, which was trans- 
lated into Swedish. Altlfough not addicted to 
profound study, his greatest felicity now ap- 
pearod to consist 'in reading the revelations and 
Jung's strange commentary; and as mysteries 
always operate most powerfully on feebit' minds^ 
that ridiculous work absorbed all his attention. 
Some calculators haviagf^ discovered that the texU 
the tetters which compose the name of the French 
emperor, also compose in Greek the number- 666, 
which the evangelists say is that at-— the beast. 
Gastavus readily persuaded himself that Napoleon 
WM the identical beast foretold in the Kevelations, 
whose reign was to be of short duration, and 
whose final destruction by the special providence 
of Godi.he was appointed to effect! It was this 
gross superstition, for IbUy should not be con- 
founded with religion, which, added to die hatred 
of ,dfciie, :i}Qaod^^ Frentdt^ induced him to shun 
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•ftll negocmtioas or mtercouw© Fra^ 
informed the duke Of Bmoswick d^hli v^td 
have Bothingr to do with * ieast,* ** if l iiifere/’ 
aaid he> I should auhsoribe to my owh perlfdtiod 
both in this world jand the next.’^ ' ■ - 

The ■evacuation of Straktind, the toturh of 
the king of Sweden ifrith a dispirited army, and 
his rejeotioif of the advice of those persons who 
strove to induce him to make peace with France 
that he might avoid a war with Russia, arc events 
too well known to need repetition. 

In the dreary winter of 1807, when the shores 
were strewed with wrecks, and the seas for many 
weeks were agitated by fearful storms, it '})Ccaii]9ie 
necessary to send a minister to represent the 
British monarchy at Stockholm. Tlie charatner 
of the king of Sw^eden, that about this time began 
to be well understood in the liigher circles, sent 
the office of envoy to Siveden, begging for ac- 
ceptance, which it is said was the reason why it 
fell into the hands of Mr. Edward Thornton 
from which combination of extraordinary contin- 

* It wa« jparrettUf reported amongst tlie bigkr circles in 
BweAea, that a near relation of this gf nUeman received 40,000/. 
secret servirc- in ney, for. foritiiiting m^istors widi a copy the 
secret article* oi the treaty of Tilsit. Iii’ October, in answer 
10 a queslkiq JUr. ilniwn, why a person of groatW O^ity 

had not been «ept.V> Stockholm, Mr. Pr^vtUrt^ilhil, 
are ml alvia^ lo apfioini wAom l/tetf plea»e ".> . An admission 
chat speab tk eSeets oThtfou^^U^oi^t 
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genci^i originated the elevatiou of libiat/di«tui- 
guished (diplomatic character. ; , 

Mr. Thornton arrived in S wcden time einoagih 
to assist at the grand uati.oual IMe that took plac&, 
when the shed which covered the colossal stattte of 
Gustavus die Third* was removed, and that 
superb work; of art exhibited to |i\iblio view. He 
found the prevailing sentiments of*the nobility 
and gentry decidedly nnlavoraWe to Britidh 
politics ; his looks and manner wore not cah-iilated 
to’ conciliate the hostile, nor conftrui the friendly ; 
and the gloomy king, at his first interview, re- 
ceived luni .with as much solemnity as if be iiad 
been a physician come to announce the approach- 
ing dissolution of 1ns nearest and dearest friend. 
It was remarked to the author, by the Countegs 
h — ; , who was present, that the Jiujiiishman 


^ An ncc<mn( of ilnss nmy in Sir Rob^ K^r 

Piirter'rt Tmvols iu Sweilon, <Src. ^ Tlicsoxtu^ eleven hi^b: if 
it« liierefoi*.’ brerr than {bar of fbe ipA-empeiror ]Va|)okfm. bv Oanoira, 
N^indi i}ji placed at Apt*iey llow% {Ih* town of tbe 

dai.M of We'Iiiiijtuii. The inscription, said to bavo been written 
in (xiislavuH ilir Third, n as fallows, viz. 
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80emed very, much troubled with, his fin© em- 
broidered court dress, arid scarcely Jiuew, vyhat 
to do with his arms# or which way to look* 

.When Mr. Thornton had his first public audi- 
ence of (iustavus the Fourth, be presented Brig;a- 
dier^eneral SirLevet Hanson,^ quondam chain- 
berlain to the duke ol'Modeua ; a commander, ajid 
grand-^cross (t^ the equestrian order of St. Joachim, 
&c. &c. &c. This presentation took place ju.st as the 
march of the Russian troops towards Swedish Fin- 
land was oificially announced to the unhappy king. 
Gustavus, who was very seldom cheerful, was this 
day peculiarly gloomy ; and certainly there was 
nothing in the person or manners of Mr. Thornton 
t 6 raise his drooping spirits. He stood before the 
melancholy king more abashed, perhajis, than when 
he underwent his first public examinattort at Cam- 
bridge, previous to obtaining a degree. ,llis figure 
and attitude were alike destitute of ease or ele- 


* The history of tlik ex^raordi'isiry clmracler wuuW, no fhmht. 
1 ki e.xtrcmcly intercstinj:^- What I i*s conduct might have been m the 
early and more active jMirt cf his lift?, the author car\not judge, ncitlMn' 
iuin he eluridaie the cause of his spending st) great a part of his life in 
Jtaly, Ciermnny, Franco, Denmark, and Sweden; hut at the time 
Mr. B. knew him, e. 380S, nooueeould conduct himself in ainore 
gentlf'manly immiier. Hif? <!oinimDiy*’‘’jiL- much cemrted ; and hfe 
highly rosperted hy ali who knew hinit * ^ . 

It was this gentleman who invested Admiral Lprd Kehon 
with Ih? grapd crof^F of this order: in return, his lordabip sent to 
Mr. Rihld a large silver tobacco-box, imlosiug a letter expressive of 
ihc gnitlhcation he felt on receiving the investiture ! Thii Mr* RiMa 
wm Sir Devet^s ffutn of aU wofk. 
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gance. His ttfemiiloua accent .aHtl doloful visage 
bespoke a mab abai^ed'and oonibufttied'; 
uttered a meagre speech in very bad 'Ff^adbi) *nd 
the! "worst possible style of oratory; ’ The ’king 
setetited too abstr^ted to nodce half that fo said; 

and the Couiitess I.. declared, that if afetrangOr 

had seen him in a differeais place, he might have 
supposed itw^s some serving-man, ecfuipped in his 
master's gala dress, amusing himself by aping the 
air of a cmirlier, ♦ . ' ' • 

Not so with the gentleman whom hO’ led np 
to the throne; — it was the corpulent, convivial, 
equestrian knight, Sir Levet Hanson. He was 
clad in the identical suit, dressed in which, 
thirty years anterior to this period, he had bodn 
presented to the late duke of Modena, as chamber- 
lain of that small, but polished court. Of course, 
IVom the mere lapse of time, those once superb 
garments were niueli deteriorated. The ground 
was blue, the embroidery silver; the lace w^as 
much tarnished ; but then any one might se'e the 
SI it had been made to measure, for in the duchy 
of Modena tliere probably was not another who 
could have worn them. IJis features were srnall, 
his face round; complexion very fair; his hair 
bglit red ; but his srn^ll features, were buried in a 
load of additional flesh, -and he was grown so very 
cofpoictit, that, if laid on, his back, lie w’ould have 
cast a shadow as long as if standing erect. If his 
figure was uncourtly and unwieldly, his carriage 
was gentlemanly, his munHor courteous, aud his 
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Countenance prepassostsing : in point of leawng, 
taste, and hussebr, he |tad few equals ; and,„perr 
haps^ i in aU . Europe, there was not a gentleman 
who hetler ' understood th© 4ue • perfomvtnce of 
those important duties called tke b<^s,of 4ii§l^lc- 
It was not his extreme corpwlenoy, nor the key of 
gold affixed to the huttoB-hoJe. nor the skirts of his 
en)broidere<! coat, nor the cordon and the grand 
Cross of the order, woraloxenge ways, that attracted 
every eye, but his tt7g’,-*irwhich was certadnly 
tuiiquc. Its shape, " if shape it Had,’' resembled a 
porridge* pot ; its colour, if ever it were uniform, 
had undergone a variety of changes, and there was 
every shade to be found between carroty and 
sbarletl Tbe hair seemed to ra^mble that which 
grows on cows, rather tbau the spoil of human 
heads. It was a half sphere; the hair , all of a 
length, and tiierefore it could not be said to have 
either a kbd ot fare part, and the facetious knight 
used to say, he could dress Itimself in the dark, as 
far as his wig w^s concerned, witliout any danger 
of putting it on awry. 

As Mr. Thornton apitfoacbed the throne, Ijoad? 
ing his jdly coantryman, the absent king seeiped 
to awake as from a dream, and in a momeitt boepme 
self-collectcd/ahd attentive^-^ Instantly every eye 
was bent on 4he; t\t<ii:' SogUshmen,, and djo*,is<w- 
ikatvipt wig iof ^Sir l«ret. , Xhe< duchess of;%)der- 
manland (IheJast queen dowager of Swp(|en), who 
was ever ' a laughter-loidng dame,' upon catching a 
glance of this mateWess wig, was seizdd with 
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such An inclihatiion to Jaug^ alond, die had 
thh ^greatest difficulty to siippresi feBr indiMtia® ; 
and if she had indalg^ it, Qustiatai’ wdnldi [a® 
doubt, hhVfe feeht into perpetnal bahishmeaitv 
SbpiifaiA Magdalena; the mother of the feeing, lookad 
earntsktiy at the duchess, iWld seeing oh ’wtiet ob^ 
jcct her 8^% was fikedy isras' herself Seijted witib 
the sanjf merry propensity; which, extending to 
the ministers and attendatitkbehind the thiimei had 
well higli caused a burst of laughter throughout the 
whole court . A greater contrast in the human ibtaa 
cbiild scarcely l>e imagine^ tiian was presented in 
thO person of the king and that of Sir Level: the 
forhmr resembled a cylinder of small diameter ; the 
latlifer a sphere ! Within Sir Levet’s capacious vest 
half a dozen such striplings might with ease have 
been buttoned. After the levee was over> Sir 
Levet had the honor of a private audience : the 
kinga.sked him, in Germaaj if he were not the 
gentleman who had vititte® a letter to him from 
Hamburg, requesting aii aecount of ail the ord;^ of 
kiiighthood that had existed, or existed then, in 
Sweden? Bowing as profoimdly as the rotundity 
of his figure permitted him, Sir Levet answered 
in the affifmative.— " I replied to your, letter,'’ 
spd the king, “anti'- sent you the information 
required.” Sir Levet "smiled most graciously, 
moved his head reverently, and bowed lower than 
before. “I read your book,”* continued Gu*stavus, 

♦ A histoiy of all the ordcre knighthood in Enropc; not 
forgetting that of, St. Joachim. 
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ttod aclmingd'it very miich. I am. happy lo 8«c 
you at iTty tobi*; aad tojsB you wiil -enjoy; good , 
health, and yotif doie agreeably in this 
northern metropolis,’’ Sinleren' q^dtoovercome 
with; these extreihe condescensipiis, iM^edsoiow, 
that ha^'ing lost his balanoei he jhad? -nearfy pro- 
strated iiimSelt at the feet of die king, who, rising 
to retire, looked, compared with onr fat knight^- like 
a greyhotiiid on its hind legs.^ From the moment 
Sir LSevet Hanson appeared, his person and 
perriwig furnished U/jiics oi general conversation 
for f/x/t cmihig, at leas^ ; and scarcely was he out 
of heal ing, before the royal dames were inquiring 
of the nobility hnd pages «ho the fat gentleman 
was / M*hence he eamet-^^andhispresentaiioiiwill 
be remembered, and occasionally recited, amongst 
the mcmni cififk' events of court history in Sweden, 
as long as any ^f the persons who were, then 
present «.haJI be living.. ; 

When the author ;of these pages arrived i at 
- Stoi^holm, in 1 Hl)6, he lound the most alarming 
reports in circulation, dnd a general jeeling! of 
apathy and despoiiwlency -.prevailing. The heat- 
informed people fiplt! .neither. love nor ’ respect 
towaids their monarch, :n(jfs; i3snfidtmc«- in hm 
ministers ; ' domestic' Jmddi^tf at a i stand forpi|;n 

'* ' * ' / 1 ' \ \ ^ ^ 4 f '* i ^ ^ r ^ > t ^ t"' ( y 'V ^ * ll 

The king’s face way sin^^Wly formed, and ratlier; narrow 
and I >nfl: Hriine one made a ckfibature of fiirii,' Utid^r the* of a 
' greyhound itlTndin^ on it?t hind I^gs, wilh iterate iu^ 

' It exdxieid aonie niirib; ‘ak tte Kkenaai 
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commeiste annihilatedf; s thev ;tl»e 

merchants were emp|;y; and, their^tnips QW- 

merce rotting and demyingJn harh^; AJjtlwwgh 

the iavasian: of ; Finland ought to have li^en 
seen as the: natural; resaiH of. the line of pioli<?y 
deteitnined ;n^0n hy* ' Gustavus, the* magasdiies 
were neithersnppUed with amiijiumtiottinor fwovi- 
' sions. in :^tock.hoIin^ in. the ;$pat?e of one- mouth, 
by the king ordering many , articles of the first 
necessity for the army to be dcfevered up to 
the crown, the price of provisinns was. doubled ; 
brandy was tripled in price; and hay. became 
much dearer than ever it was known in Lomdon. 
Instead of causing the galley fleet of, Finland, 
and the naval magazines, to be removed across 
the gulf of Bothnia, and deposited in, Swedish 
havens, the king was sufficiently ill advised to 
suffer the whole to remain, whereby, when the 
frost set in, they w ere sure to have been captured or 
destroyed, if the province should be successffilly in- 
vaded. By this unaccountable want of foresight, 
Sweden sustained an irreparable loss of means of 
defence or offence, and property to the value of 
more than a million- iSterlhag ! When the troops 
-composingthearmy of the west inarched into Nor- 
way* neither'-tentil, -blankets* nor provisions were 
prepared, and the soldiers, many of them being raw 
recruits, had no. bed but the cpld snow ; no canopy 
byt a winters sky* .A f mall share of prudence 
might’ kave averted, tlm loss of. Finland ffifOne 
short campaign, although its ultimate safety was 
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|>erhi\^o«ttainaMe. It was well kaown at 
Pigris, that i<3feava8 kept., iip an anctive Correa 
spoodence Math lAjais thh £i(ghtieeiith at Mittaa. 
When tbei Bourbon princes,; no doubt most reluc- 
tantly on the pai^ ol'lhe JEraperor Alexander, were 
expelled ifrosn that remote retreat Gastavus the 
l^urth gave ordes* that ibcir chief should be re- 
ceived in; Sweden with all the honors paid to a 
sovereign prince. This certainly was inagnani* 
moils, . and showed, amidst a fearlid maze of 
. errors, that Gusiavus M as at times master of him- 
self, and capable of acting as became a king. 

It was the prevailing opinioii of the cultivated 
and best-intbrmed peisuns in Stockholm, <tliat as 
Europe was then situated,- -taking ttjc least of 
two great evils, — it would ha\e been more [)i u<lent 
for Sweden to have joined the continent than 
Great Britaih. It is true, that in the course of 
the summer, said they, England may aimihilate 
otur commerce and destroy ovr fleet, yet she is 
not strong enough to contjuer a province, nor to 
endanger our existence as a nation. Grain might 
be procured in abundance from the opposite 
shores of the Baltic; our exports of iron would 
be very considerable, in defemoo of British crurz- 
ers ; and by hermetically settog; the Baltic ports 
against British commerce, and by .cutting otf her 
usual supply of raw materials for the outfit of her 
fleets, she will be forced fto - succumb, atid admit 
the principle of 

But the weak and bewildered king neither 
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Strove to preserve pmce aor to Ibt the 

terrible contest that he nushty 
There was scarcely a achool-hoy iii Sweden-'wh®’ 
did not know that the prorixiee of Finland Tva»;^ 
object that had templed^ the cupidity; of etea^T 
sovf.reig’ii from Peter the Crreatt id ,Jkle53calidlfl‘^ 
In a military point of view, it might be «itid t© tifie 
merit uil to its , safety ; and, on tiiht, account, accord*- 
ing to Jie principle upon which the typpi^hagCn' 
ejqDecliiion was defended, it was lawful ftnd right 
for the emperor, without deClai^tion off War, w»dt- 
out the sound of trumpejt or beat of drion, t© 
pounce upon and seize the envied prize I Humbled^ 
though not. subdued, by the treaty of Tilsit, the 
Emperor Alexander was in want of some ex^doit 
to put the Russians in •'good humor, atid Covet 
the military defeats that led to that tnemoruble 
treaty, 1’iie conquest of Swedish {"inlahd and 
its annexation to Russia, of all pwjhahie events, 
was the one most desirable to the emperor ; >and 
when opportunity serves, tiew are the instances in 
which mighty potentates pay more obedience to 
ihfe dictates of honor and houesty than to fh® 
ernei and selfish dictates of ambrtidn. ' ’ 

It was the duty of the king to hawsacrificed 
his private feeiingsito the welfareuqf his subjects : 
supposing he could hoti oonsisteritly vi dh his 
lioabr, have made peace with France, what line 
trfedadaet ought he thep tohave pursued I OeneraJ. 
Klingspor, and the bos# Swedish officers, adv^ed 
ibe king, in the sumuaes^^of • 1807, te put strbng 
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g^risonftillito tlie oU)«r. fortresses; 

Jo vKith4risW; whole of the flotilla,or, galley fl^t, 

.the ships of conmerce^- naral magazioea; 
aiisih in conjunction witih ; Great Britain, as soon 
•as the waters of the Baltic ^uld he free from 
to,; direct one great effort . against Cron- 
stadt and Petersburg. Or, . if those objects 
were impracticable, by landing a powerful amy 
in the rear of the invaders, the veteran general 
. strove to shew how the Russians might have been 
destroyed by detail. This counsel was pressed in 
vain, verbally and, by letter^ on the wayward king. 

• Although Gustav uS the Fourth Adolphus fully 
approved of the British expedition against Copen- 
hagen, and certainly violated the neutrality of 
Sweden by'supplying the besiegers with provisions 
from Scania, it is certain that ever after lie ex- 
pressed the Strongest and most inveterate jealousy 
of its objects. He kept a large army assembled 
on the shores opposite to tlie Sound, not to guard 
.against any sudden attapk of Denmark, but of 
Great Britain! Such are the bitter fruits of 
tampering with national honor. The object might 
have been obtained in a lessbffeiisive way. S\ve- 
den was in greater danger th^ Great Britain ; . yet 
such wa,s th%,.mdignation^th^t , prevailed)! thatat 
was scarcely, prudent for an Englishman to own 
his country,' Instead of thanking us for re- 
moving sb dangerods a neighbotir; they b^xeefathd 
our perfidy and cmelty. ' Admiral Stedingk;' in 
the Stora Scciefot, declared it.ijvquld ncit in ihe 
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leafst have suiTprised had 

detached ten sail bf the line 
take the wreck of the Swedish fleet dndef jl&J^A 
pr&b^on, and iSS ihlling ihto the haii^%f 

Ihussia or France 1* Whilst the tnost tes'peciahlbt 
part of the icouimnmty of^StockholmJjeprbbaied, 
in the harshest terihs. the cmelty of this bhter- 
pTise» with what bitterness of sarcaSniidid they 
not decide our want of firmness in retaining 
what we had so dearly acquired I They aaid 
nhal we had waded through blood and fire to 
attain a bad end by worse means ; and When the 
thing was done for which so much ofeloiiuy had 
been braved, the cabinet of St. Jameses weltkly 
relinquished the occujmtion of Zealand,; the pbs- 

The doctrine* by which it Vi^ attcaipted U> vindicate tbebw- 
bardpicnt of i'lopeuhagcn and the aeizntf^ uf th<? p4ni&h 
be cited as sanctioning the most mtifl and wanton aggressions, ,and 
ouglU to fill th(' minor courts of ficirope with the ipost Serious appre- 
liebsions. Under its auiplt shacki, any great poWer^ in the of 
unruffled peace, may pounce upon ^tie tapiwl of a feeble neighbour, 
and aver that he did so becaufie theposse^r was not strong enough, 
iP >casc of invasion, to resist tj^j^orce of another groat neighbour, 
Austria seize upon Ilaly% ^ pri^vpit its falling into the hat^ds of 

France* ; Prmssia might once more seize upon Hanover, Russia 
dioidil obtain the po^seion ; and Russia, in case of a war witii 
Britain, might irp-tjutre tho/thilkary occupation of Sweden, 
Norway,, and iDcnUiiafL to ^prekmi tl^ir iibrtai or navies from 
esfiablii^ X^real Briifaip to ; invade Hu^aial The government of the 
has availed hsatf of,iM plea to justify the geizuro of 
West FJoriida and Aiuc^a , l^erhaps the day i»‘ not very 

renidte when jElussia, or iW UinUed States^ may seize anil occupy 
Skityi jilinorca, and the Azot^ up(k the sahie pretext. 
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iysioii’ ,, td" , 

'jBritam the'liaiticj 

iii d^ftanci contisifeatsi^ sy^m, a moftt,;'i^jii’ . 
aii»d fucr^tiye'" WiiH ji£urQj)eV ^r'' ’ ‘ 




^ iera! ipiifit 6fiiatrtd'1%iiiti|t 
Bntaid t^s^^am^ated tlie^bs^l^’faia'sub^^ 
|^frl,'tKecroSs^n-p»rmc!a'dfI^^^i;i;i'afed%eute^^ 
t^e plans of NajpdWh 'for the liubja^tion of 
Sweden) and'm tlie sprin;| of 180^ a powerful army 
of Flinch apd‘ auxiliary troops arrived in ttie 
Danish isles,' Wild ef the eommand of fhe jpriace of 
Pdhto Corro. Thei ice pi the Sound \riis brewing 
lip,— the wind was fair,—- the troops were em- 
barking, when an English brig-cutter, which had 


found means to pass the Belts, appeared before 
Elsineur ! She made signals as if other vessels 
were in sight; and as the only diance of a suc- 
cessful attempt to land oh the shores of Scania 
depiended, upon the passage being effected across 
the j^und before the British fleet could pass the 
Belts, the sudden and unexpected appearance of 
thw brig-cutter led to the immediate abandon- 
raent of the enterprise ;-^me troops were relanded ; 
and Sweden was thus pr^identisiily rescued from 
foreign conquest. If this invasion had succeeded, 
Sweden wouli! probably have" been partitioned 
between HuSsia and , Denmark and as to the 

' ■ * , T' , V ' '' ‘".h ■’ 


,* *' It was firmly believed Wl the SwediA g;i!Edfe||tiea with 
whom i eoltvomd on thesu^'eot, tlidt at tbe Ef&ri, 

between JBoiia|Me tbe-eiaperw Of Riiima, it b^d ngrecd 
upon tliat Sweden ebOttid bd divided between Riisia and Denmark, 
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king ; 

’ i^ 0 ias soon as 

'.^ ,^xiiiary amy ■ 

eiTe^ed. At th)s, 

of the gMi^y 

the destractida /of ?<iie m j^^Tned w 

fiege of Sveaboig j ; Whil»| a, pow;^rih 
appointed i)ahish jwmy wasj^llec^d, 
ike counnaudof whieh 

Augusteibibdrg, Who ha^ ihi^iried the si^t^ of ^ 
crown-prince, the ^augltter* of the uji^ttopaW 
queen, who^. menaoirs arc given in. th^ j^ij| 

' .■ 7 . • ■■ ' v" 

It was about this period, nanaeiy, the inid|d|e 

of April, 1 808, that the dethronement: of Gustayus 
the Fourth wasVcpnjditionally determined nponf 
Tlie Russian and tte^ Frei^h fections were equally; 
ready to effect his Tenk>yal,hy shortest roadj 
but a third party, who had the interest of tfieir 
country really at heart, and were sincerely ' 

sirous to save both thj^r/*^*“fi( countiy, were 
for hew mbdelUng ih^ government, and adopnng 
the form, and that of .Great Britain, 

avoiding Its anomaliesiT-such as the non-responsi- 
bil^ty'of the king f the.ri^t df declaring war or 
making peace ; and the custdin of the commons, 

• .-'if;,,; in, ■' ,!’■ '(r tt. ; '. •"■ ' ' ' ■' '-S ' 

and wsrriw Motala.and, the ri^ otf. Hionntain* that nwi 
from it dwylB Jmve tw(?,jtipg* 
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jWi'cach pariifl^pt, prkj^iig for of 

^^'k! Sul}i3i^iieiiit to. the aceessloji cdf Guatairus 
tlH2 First, bommeree 'had prodtu^d a new ciaas of;' 
men in Sweden, ^ f ioK and y^eW educated ai thn 
nobles, nt^mely, tiid merch^ts aud’inkerowiars, 
wbo’ were' altogether unrepresented4n‘t1ie estates 
of Sweden. ■ v, 

j; A revolution of some kinnd, that shendd take the 
rdina of government from the feeble: hands of 
Gustavus the Fourth, was admitted to be indispen- 
sibte by each .party ; but that party which was for 
retaining the king, but circumscribing his power, 
and adopting tire nrost valuable qualities of the 
British coustitutiem, was the most numerous, 
wealthy, and intelligent. Tbe principal persons 
belonging to that party, foresaw, from the stub- 
born and headstrong disposition of tbe king, the 
danger there was of his endeavouring to excite 
a civil war, or even: to call in the Russians to his 
aid, if he were informed of the intended diminu- 
tioS*X)f the power he had so grossly misapplied. 
They therefore determined to send some person 
to Aho British administiation ; and if it would 
agree to receive him, that he should state the me- 
lancholy condition to which Sweden was reduced, 
and the wish of its leading characters "(who were 
inclined to risk their lives, and fortunes to save 
their country), to induce the king to agree to such 
measures of reform as might give stalality to the 
throne, and restore the freedom of the people. , ^ 
The author Oif these pages was like person 
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delected to intr£)dace 
Biitidh cabinet. He 
jUaovm to Mr. S|)eacer PerceVal^ wfeoid 
had head ihuch intercourse vektive to 
inr-Great Biitaiu, and by Bri^sh snbjeclti!^# 
Amejlioan>ships^ papers and seamen’a ^iiiiilkted^.' 
and, mcnre particularly, the absurd and mnn^iis 
triers m t&mdtj** ' ydiich Mr. Bnmtt ever hon- 
sidered and treated as more likely to^ stricd at the' 
root of our manukctures thau^ i^rioiusly^ distress 
the foe. On these subjects Mr. Bpe^r Beteevryi, 
more than once, conferred t!^ honor cl aiming his 
opinion ; and the altnost matchless' iua^y of 
manners by which that minister wad distinguished;^' 
induced Mr. Brc^wn, on the Idth' April, 1808, AO 
address the overture in question to that gentlemaii. 

After some previous correspondence, Mr. 
Spencer Perceval officially agreed to receive Mr.i 
Brown as an accredited agent from the conslitu* 
tional party in Sweden. At the same time, an 
application was made to the Emperor Napoieon, 
to ascertain whether, in case of the dethronement 
of Gustavus, he would permit the people of Swe- 
den to form an indepeiident government? The 
reply was short and pithy i — " The a^pUctitton ernes 
too late. My word is fledged to ike tt'^M-princt of 
Denmark attd the mperor of *: 

-The amiable and wtUooS wife of Gustavus 
the Fourth strove in vain to prevail" upon 
him to allow her family, whose chief had beeh 
raised to the regad dignity by Napoleon, to inter- 
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f ‘ c ^ . 

an4 sayp his J|jrip»c and| ,^e wreck of .hjs 
,,(^inioipiis., . 4® ipjd .abstracted, 

the picture of de^itair, the que^ drjs^ped pa hpr 
knee» and.bathing; his hapd with , tears, iiuphire4 
|itipi ^to .have pity upon her aud, his childreu. 
JtfatureKfbr a moment, seemed to.ipyye his stub- 
born heart, and pity to beam frorn, his heavy eyy^ 
tmt the, moment the queen pamed her brotljier as 
the mediator between him and, Napoleon, all this 
gentleness vanished, and yielding to a sudden and 
terrible gust of passion, he seized the queen liy 
her shoulders, and, dashing her with fury upon tlie 
floor, left her senseless to the horrible ewses 
which the frantic man pronounced against her and 
her nearest and dearest relations. 

When the king caused M. Alopeus, the Kussian 
minister, to be arreste<l, tlicre were found some 
papers w hich indicated that alttmjiiK had been 
ryade to induce General Baron Arinfelt to favor 
the progress of the Russians in Finland, and 
hoWing forth the future government of that pro- 
vince as the reward of his treason. This discovery 
would have opened the eyes of apy reasonable 
being, but the imbecile monarch was so infatuated 
as to believe the protestatioiis of Geoeiral Armfclt; 
and that it was merely a stratagem resorted to by 
the foe to niake his majesty suspect bis best and 
most faithful subjects. The views and intere.sts pf 
Denmark being incompatible with thosie of Russia, 
tiiere was not equal danger fo be apprehended 
from entrusting Armfelt with the command,, of the 
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dri^e'haiuD, stating 'tlmt'*'lhe'''|tii8sifei» ^ly'Vi^^ 
tioned in the Mes of Afend ’to iaKd 

apparently ready- to mfeai^, wi^h ai vjefe ‘id laftd 
on the Swedish aheite. ^toin an hour/’a second 
messen^r arrived, stating that tlto enetoy Was 
landing, and the CJb&saes mishit reach; the metoW 
pblis early the neSt^hioxhtog. It Wm paist to.^- 
ni^t when these iheflsengers' arrived. Tlhe inissi- 
rable ktog arose firbto a slepiiless couch, and sent 
for * Counts Ugglas and Fersen: the ^ueeh was 
desired to dress, and prepare for ittnnediate f[i|fW. 
For the first tithe stoce his inajorily, the kinj^ canWd 
tbs Duke of Sodertnanland to be itomihohed to 


assist by his cbuhsel. The uhhd|ipy ’ monarch 
looked pale as‘ death, ^d seemM hait^anpihilated 
by the dismal lievrs. The qnetoi' ad^^ 
becile .tofel ?to send' a' fiig" of^ce to toe ‘Rus^i'ap 
cototosfed'tfeV'' and'i defefehdVtftod^ toakte .p^ace^ 
uftdW'''to«'’to6^mttoii cvf'Hisfeee. ' 'The resfilt ot'ithis 
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cstoordiiiary i««»(stii^:was^. cuiistir 

tuied hi«i uncle j-pgeat of -Sssfed^ein, and 

left to hifn the .mournful tasik»: if tlje RiiJsaians ap^i 
ivroaolied in force, to . procure tbe biest term? W 
cotdd ,for the metropolis; an^ .witlioot -waiting 
for fortlier events, he j;e.solved to iiuit Stockholm 
iimncdiulcly, proceed to Gothdnborg, and embark 
for England! “ Whilst preimraiioas were making 
to carry btF as many portable valuables as possible, 
other expresses arrived, St.aliiig that the whole 
was onljy a false alarm; that a few atraggling 
Cossacs had indeed arrived on the Swedish terri- 
tory, and plundered some form-houses, and that in 
a heavy fog some objects had been mistaken fora 
numerous fleet of small vessels, full of troops, being 
clo.se upon the Swedish shore.* The whole of this, 
c'xce})t the lauding of a few Gossaes, was a strata- 
gem resorted to by the king’s enemies to put his 
courage to some efficient . test. Hi.s conduct 
]jr^'e(i him utterly a coward; and those who were 
resolved to wrest ll;e secmlre from Ills hand, and 
u'ho might, had he been a brave man, have thought 
him too dangerous to be left alive, were henee- 
forlb of opinion. Ihut liis life might, without any 
risk, be spared. 

At the last auuivessary dinner of the Seraphim 
order, which oceuirred during the reign of (rusta- 
vus the Fourth, he sat p&le and melancholy at the 

* Til)!- affair is aJludi'd to bj Mr. Jiuau.s iu his entertaining Jour- 
iia'.; but it iipliearshr', waMuit ai-iiuuinted with its powerful eflofts on 
the king. Vitjc Journal, , Viyl, i. p, 337. 
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splendid board, snirbufflded by 'g&y ^dMvtgbin^ 
cotirtiersi, who sceined perfectly indj^iscot do 
troubles by whidi their' overwhelniedi^ 
Sir Robert K^r Porter has giyett »■ isotrefib dedail - 
of thcceremmiies c^jserved on this occasion in the 
cbapebroyal. It whs on bhis day the kihgt ad-* 

♦ ' A.'<! 0 py 0 f some veree^ .wrHSm o», tbrS^th'Ajwit, I8(i>8, % v 
the autl^r, ia, the tha, . vf the > ' 

royal palace at Stockholm ; ji)cc8sjo»(?4 ,% the hesiyy of 

sjJiritemanifcaUKl by the king whilst dining in state with! the knights 
of the Seraphim order: news' amved*^^ imntQng of tM 

capture of STealx^ by thh'Rttsiaiift 

Ah? wlipuce that dpath-paite cheek— cheerfe® Ue, ' ! ' 

Where deep dei^pair and anpixkh seem tt> reign? 

And whence the bi^kon,' frequent sigh, * 

Whi(di, HUcnt, proves that,, pomp ani pt>wViare vain 
Tq shield the adiing heart ’gainst raiikiing, . 

Or pluck from out the soul the sting of fcll dc^puir? , , 

With thee iviiat moi1al«sbatw,dei5)0tic «tvuy ? ; - , . , 

What patriot, i^iiief thy cunws jd«w to tome ?i , , 
Supujppe art tliou ! thy people yet obey, , 

And ( ringing courtiers adolalc thy name, 
ii* tioundless pow’r could yield a do5|KU ^cs^ 

"none is thut powV, whik »m‘row iJh thy hwsmi ! 

Khc n'h\, amidst this blaze of regal stiU<?, 

That (ear-fraught eye, tlhu look w> lull of tvdti? 

Say! dost thon fearsome i^ucidou stroke of fate 

Shall crush that pw-Vi and ky thy greatness lo^ ? 
r J)rcam"fti thou of Erics fate-^Aduiigccm’s gloom/. * . ' 

And, waking, dread lest such Hhduld bo ihy doom? 

♦ a ??iagulai coiiu iUtrnce of oimimsiarces, imiacdWuiy after ino 
df'tliroticnieht, in Meirch, isdti, ihc khiji was CouSnod m the skua' (iasile th'ts( 
‘.(•rvt’il Hi a pdbou fot Eric the FourtteUtb, unmvly, Oripakoitil, ' . v ,, , . 
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Ch^Bv^ieir EMlereran^'^ Iq the raalc a 
commaadeif iiie Fplar : Star, ahd; a graPd cxjoss^ 

Aiiid ainicht this gily Eiid gliitVing 

' of rilfe**rob’'d,' tHrdiiilaV€!S5 se^ tfwu " ‘ 

' thMNfe' hcfwtefiit' lovft ? to 'ask k Vaia— ‘ , — ' ■ . 

No fp^fA M&<5 fhqw! eaob »jokt «w»e privatti ^nd* 

Vi}jp iagrates all: caJre)eS8 wha|-coipes< ^ , 

Thy queen and bab^s^ thy life, or povereigni^!— 

Despite of all thy artfiil courbm' 

Dark fears obtracle and press thy troubled famin : . 

And ro^> tlime of fiiro, thy fate of smiFea, 

' Tky couch of iW^ and rack thy sbul with pain* 

, 1 mark thy mournful gaascv-' thy vacant eye, 

And yfeU % gyief 4he kibufe of a aighi , ' 

1)1 fare the priest, whose dark benighted soul 

V. J n youth’s dfst (fewn taught thee the lust of pow'i; ; 

Taught thee to aim to reign without control, 

And on the worthless all ihy bounty shower : 

Taught thee to wish the flighls of thought, to bind, 

And rivet fetterPoh the human mind! 

There lies thy weMtnesst from that Stygian spring 
^ . Thy people’s bate^, thy every ill hath flown, — 

, ^utl ‘each lost day thou reign’sf a deapot king, 

W^th rapid progress undermines thy throne. 

E’en now it totters! ev>y prop ’« unsound, 

And deep beip®ath thee yawms the va^t profoimdl 

K thou Wert. far from thy sight and throne. 

This horde of abject slaves thouVlst chace away ;; 

Kestoro thy people’s rights to tiave thy ciWn, 

And o’er a laud of freedom beai’ mild sway 
Then tfom thy brows shall care and sorrow flee, ' 

And Sweden fhmrish, — happy, great and free! 

Tlu» kigpmm^ tasteful, and smentifle luditeiman built a mMi 
in Stockholm, near Nya KougsUolro Bridge, on tlic margin of the 
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of ti»e order of the Sword.^^^ 
baiiiced for Finland, that accdm^liidtfed hiolikinaai 
>'^as appointed one of the regency. Shottly^after 
this iinpottant addition to his former an4 
proof of confidei^ee OOvdieparhof the Iting, Jdr. 
Brown cabled on him, being an^ions, prevlhys to 
bis leaving StockhoM, aA far As Vas attainable, to 
ascertain his sentimehis fespeddhi^th'e present 
situation and future pro^fedts of his a|Sicted 
country. Ho met with the cjifisvalicr at his mill, 
and they had a long, . aadr hJ .Mr^, B. a most in- 
terestiug conversatiouv sitting in the engine room. 
Far from shrinking, the chevalier read il/fititered 
upon the subject of domestic add’ foreign politics. 
He made some aUusions to the feble’ bf the 
giant and the warlike dwarf; and seemed to edn- 
!,ider that Sweden was fighting the babies of 
Fnglaud rather than her osAn, He said it was 
)uuch to be regretted ..UiAt Sweden could not be 
left ut peace; and (hat he hid Aot the least hope 
that the Russians could be driven oUt of Finland, 
or induced to give it up al a general peace. 

Malar lake, which was worked by a !*lQftnir«Hgine, /erected 
a Mr. Murray, of Leeds. Mr. Brown visited this, mill sevearal 
tim.’S, the machinery of which was not only most wiouBly con- 
trived, but the i*difice commanded a noble view of the city and 
Mirrounding lakes and forest^ On one of these visits, when 
he was accompanied by his kind and revered (Wend Alexander 
Hambre, Esq. and tlie Chevalier Ge^w, a converwtion took place 
relative to the engine, wlmse power .was groat, but whose action 
was so even and steady tliat if Aiade scarcely aity’ noisc. 
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Mr. B. obiserv^ed to feiia, bow very gloomy the 
king appeared' on the festival day of the Serapbim 
order; Lookitig hi in .expressively in the face, the 
chevalier, in a softened tone, said, “. And had the 
king nbl ample cause to look glwimy 1 One<idurd 
Of his dominions are already conquered, r-rcoid- 
merce tTt a stand, ^ the finances in the utmost 
disorder, ~afid at war with all Europe?"’ Mr. B. 
admitting tlie correctness of the portrait drawn 
the chevalier, stated it as a great misfortune 
that the king whs so inveterately addicted to arbi- 
trary, government ; and expressed his sorrifw that, 
instead inf conciliating his peo|)le, he seemed alone 
to aim at asserting his own absolute power. To 
th'c latter part of these remarks the chevalier made 
no repl^. After a short pause, he said. “Our 
king is' lint po|mlar; 1 regret to sny it: but of 
one thing be assured, tliai np luonareh was ever 
animated by better intentions. lie is actcs-sible 
to the meanest of his subject, »; ho will jiatieutly 
listen to their complaints, redress their wTungs, 
and administer to t-heir wants. Fie is the decided 
enemy to feudal oppression. Whihsl, in your 
country , the rich afid powerful land^riiouopolistsarc 
ejecting the ' iaboving peasant from> ooiitmons, 
and even from strips of land bythe lughNyay side ; 
whilst the aristocracy- of w'cajth/ hr Eagland, is 
rapidly extirpating the useful race pi' yeomcm by 
adding farm to farm, and leaving not a foot of 
earth to the Ikbprer ; whilst misery and vice have 
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obtrydfed into your villaiges^^our iii^g.a^^ 
pstoiaTchaJ principle. Hie proves i^;bti?!!i?ti^leiice 
of hi» heart, and the purity of his view^ Ke is a 
zoaious liriend tlid fjeasaatry of,Sw,edeu 
Fiiilaiid; he b anxious, to rebovo tlwjip froiu ,4He 
PiOverty;*4hat . results, ; feudal, iKJhdage ,he 
wishes to create in Sweden a race of pajospprou^f, 
Stuiidy ‘peasants, such as England, fliad a century 
since, but has uo ntorev, . Our hiug t»' the general 
patron of agricultural inapjcoieipcntar aud he is 
desirous to’cherisU an4 protect thc..aclivt. pos- 
seswjrs of small farms ; and determined to prevent 
thfe great land proprietors from oppressing tlieu 
dcjiendcuts. ’’ . . „ , , 

“in Finlandi* coatiuuedthephpyaUor* “Sf:arc!«4y 
Ihirfy years since* fm^4kird yf the corn coptsutped 
by the inhabitants was imported from Sweden, or 
other countries; At the present day, it grows not 
only sufficient cor»:% its con^um|rtion, buthas, of 
late years,' supplied Sweden with a quantity equal 
to what was formerly imported, thence. The con- 
se<iucnce is, tlml the farmers are. becoming -com- 
paratively rich : and all this, , f can assure you. 
Sir, is, to a very great extent, owing to the per- 
sonal, feelings and influence of- the king. His 
majesty readily grants very long, and advantageous 
Icasca, with the right-, of renewal upon tlie payment 
of very light premiums;' and, instead of the 
farmers iivittg pent up in, villages, distant from 
their landsv he . gives encouragement to those who 
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g^^Q' 'r€tude:;ti!ti line jmiidpt 4xf .thciir fields. Wtei.- 
ev|»v liegitafitffi^rQiissionte the afilueait t<9 
comfudoav suryeyors a*© ajjpeiuted tfisfeid 
tlss fiuisaod equitabte' diyjaido;; t 

r«8Secsi»g;oi?B ten pC Jdie^ that of « 

tUe nibst piKaKinetive c0^g&fv . :. ^Tltei 

great owners are compe^ied to efeot a cabin : 
10 eaifih porticto of iaad,. and, in case of e*treme > 
poyertyi the oeKt farnior who poss^ises a certain 
quantity of land is eompeUed to find seed,, and till 
that pufciion for his poor neig^ibour^’ Such is the 
wi$e and benevolent system npoa which <nir 
monarch act® in every pitjvince of his kingdom. 
As the anxiety of. the king to protect the just 
righto of the laboring agriculturabst takes away 
part of the »iil M'biqh avarice would fain engross 
to itself, the rich capitalists are hostile to the king ; 
but oughtamonarcb, whb acts thus beneficently, to 
be decried and run down by clamour f ’ Mr. B. 
readily assertedi' that these were actions worthy of 
an Alfred, or a Henry the Fourth. “ Well then, 
Mr. said the graceful and animated orator, , 
yuuiioanaot re^ml lum as a worthless monarch 
who has a hcaat capable of feeling s^eh commisemr 
tion Cor the poorest clsiis of Ins subJentSf and of 
making so many personal saorifioekto improve their ' 
condition^? : fxwk at tlie estates of Baron Von P-^n, 
on the shores of the Vetmern lake, sk»d hee what 
vast improTements etery whOre raec^t yooreye; 
mark his ample buildings, his hitmeilitUB herds, 

' ; ‘T"" .'i-v ‘n- -t 
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his'te^e wtU/aeidBi 

tOifto^Die' Ok( the. iargesfe^aifti 
kod. '■'■<*0 »est'..‘amoj>jgft 'l»k* 

i^bflKQiki' 


down by ■ feudal seiVitttde, that ;fe e^acted’-a^dl' 
the: htHi0*t,vigor/an4 todied^ '^ 

new'.<%midst' the paradiw|CM®t«PdS''by'\tiieir' toil. ,-.•. 
That Jiobicteao, Sir, as.yo® weH kijovf;# ^pcetrktf^ ' 
Go neat to 4h« fciag'a tenat^, *aad 4ie feBatot^ 
of the crown. It is troe ytm wilJ.iisee w 'wjdb' 
improveoieots, neithieir. will "your Iseart 1>e,.a|lfeciadr ' 
by that wretchedness and de»^<w»deife|f ' wld«fe ' ’ 
prevads amongst the fertohts'ahid' isdfeil^ 
wretched vassals' at< Baron iriDit P“^*4i. i ' Under ' 
the king's rnild protect^, the ferater 

enjoys uii the fruit of bis labors;” Mr; B-^ ex- 
pressed the unfeigned pleasure this redtai ^ve ' 

him. He next felt the . pulse of thOichevaUer ae 
to the Chappy eiFehts whiefa might ' rfesnlt to 
Sweden, if a constitutimi snhh. as- that of .Great 
Britain, in its days of purity/ wei®‘e^^ 


bllshcd in Sweden;^*‘ ’PdJtri«r jBcr/fy/’’ what do 


yon mean by that phrase? ’ .exciairiied tbecbevaliet} 

“ you have travelled enough in Sweden td tmdeiv. 
stand the condition of our iarmers, thc:wdalthiest 
of whom do pot eo^'oy. as (much of the luxuries of 
life, as your raek'-renteM in En^and, whose fe ' 
are lof the yearly value of athupdfed poands; Yet 
our farmm aw, feetteruioftpTO^ niot® ' 


comferfe widjia ‘xoapb, tbaP 

had wlico first your parliaments were assembled. 
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go Ijack to thepractioo of the, 48^li.of 
you inust.tyiyo^^ Hour© of Cfoov 
monsMiUi .l/JiJSerali^ /hwm^, whooaj»,-|aj#ither, wrile. 
nor read I Oar.;/mder, 4 £afi!ii are now 

¥^J[iat your j^asaute were, two. ceRWiries sioce. 
Would you wish to see such eharactera;sittiog as 
legislators in your . lionse of,. Ctanraons ?*’ Mr. 
;iJvown explSiiiied, that wliat he meant by p:islim: 
ptfrii-y was. annual parliaments and the right of 
election coimnensurale with direct taxation. The 
chevalier Bmiled,. aiwl observed, that in the sixth 
.century, the law^s, language, and the arms stamped 
on JSuglish coins, were, the same as prev, ailed in 
iiwedeu. “ Those whouj you improperly called 
f^axons,'' said he, “ were Goths, or Belgic Gauls. 
They carricil from our forests those institutions 
that have raised your country to its present 
greatness. The freemen who possessed land 
were, admitted to the annual assembly calied 
.• but the object for which those 
asseifiblics were ' - convened was previously 
prescribed, and. when that was decided, upon, 
they dispersed and returned to their homes. 
.1 do not say this out of disrespect towards your 
system of government, bec;ause experience has 
proved its superior excellencies; and 1 should 
most sincerely rOjoioe to see the king propose it 
as a model to, he immediately adopted by the 
estates of Sweden,' avoiding its present anomalies 
which commerce; and luxury have caused” .As 
Mr. liateupd to these Mberal sentiments, he 
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luents^y -asked hitnseif hoMr tfee ^eak a^ad 'fergot- 
ed fctdg came io appoint so eniightencd 
man a.*» a jMcmbor of the i^geiicy ^Add he ^ 
inseiJtsi ilifese conversations with the viow to render J 
justice to the; unhappy king to whose memdirs 
' they.rtelate. ■ - '■ .■■,■■ "'''r' 

" A dday of six' weeka occurred’ before Mr. 
Blx>wn embarked fo!r England, during whidh 
lime he had many interviews wittP the Swedish 
npblcman before alluded tb. • 
to dolfttid the projected dethrouetnent of ©ufetavns 
the Fourth on two distinct gtoiitids, namely, 
incapacity and itkgkmet^^: of the allega- 
tion, the proofs were numerous and legibte : 
relative to the latter, they authorised Mr; BroWn 
to state, that they were in poSBession of legal 
proofs, which .should be produced if the British 
ministers consented to I'eceivo the Swedish 
gentlemen who would have gone to London> On 
Mr. Brown's return to Sweden, to have brought 
the negociation to a close. He was also told that 
a conlidential person was already sent to France; 
and the answer which arrived first, if it was fa- 
vorable, would be immediately accepted, as the 
critical state iu wlfich Sweden stood admitted not 
of delay. - It was, however, quite evident how much 
they %vould have preferred a British connexion, 
by their autliorising their agent to slate; that if the 
British ministers agreed to mediate between the 
king of Sweden and his people ; and if he should 
prove intractable, andr leave them no rcnwsdy but 
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the ejection of the Duke of as 

pritice of Ssweden, tOi«nccseed the De^ of 8<idis«^;‘ 
mahland^ mhem preteneione to the erawn^-po om 
eeeined inelined to dispute, fhe/saxne titnh that^ 
this imark <iif t^eaipeot towards thbilluetrionsia'dt#" 
deal and the 'Britiahi natron waa ine^ the 
agent was ehjoined; not to name it, ejccept he^ 
aliouJd see a 'friendly disposition existing in the 
caMnet ministers, wUh whom aloM he was to treat; 
and nnlessthey should agree to receive delegates 
frowt 8wedhn— 

Upon his first interview with Mr. Spencer 
Perceifal, dial- gentleman told jVir. Brown, if, 
dwring the discussions that might ensue, any thing 
should fee communicated which showed any 
design hostile to the personal safety of the king, 
he (Mr, Perceval) should consider it bis duty to put 
the king of Sweden upon his guard against such 
individuals. In reply, Mr.- Brown told the minis- 
ter that those who had sent him were as incapable 
of becoming assassins as himself; but, for their 
safety, he should not mention the name of any 
individual concerned- Mr. PeicevaJ saw at once ^ 
the difficulty in which he had plafced himself, and - 
that, by am over-anxious zeal fOt the 'Safety of thfe 
king, be hkiil slmt the dodf against those obnimimi^^ 
cations by which his object migfet liaye b^ 
attained.-/,, ,, , ’• ‘ 

Seveisd - intemewB, took', place- between the 
agent of the Swedes and Me$srs. Perceval and 
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(planing. ■ iPcrceml 

tl»i^ UlegkiBttacy of theJfciftg * -hitd?3teBlwbed< 
".him fripha other qimtersL . Mr.' Camong' 
comimimcative ; Itot whim Mr; Bvomadif^ im 
the ilHegitiMaoy ;of Ihe birth. qou|(| 
lega}.im4hm!e^ aad that; 
two dekgeite9:.'to 'treat' with: th«p^,>|h6y^'^fih^ 
put into pqsees^on of. thoae p«oofsi;.%ke>e^^ 
silent, not oSering* a eyllablt blf^way.oMiweh^ :lh 
was not till the I i th of Noveit^, $fa;^4he?iw®0<?jh^ 
tion flosedi and then the: h^j^aise 
in a written reply, tliat stated 
mportmKe of the overture, ’ 

7i<ited” vA the cause of the delay wbii©^ Jjad do*- 
curred. At the .same :lii]ie> ;the»o}Btaitesmlen w 
had adopted the bold and deomve expedient that 
put the Danish fleet into the power of (SfOat 
Biitain, had less ptetenmt^ than, of .their 



* TJtc ktss WiU 4 « AUai5’S4?06 M}}^^ JSslilJ iu a, letter »id* 
dree^tlto the author, in the ot, the 

)ear 1793, be was informed that the rrowo-pniK'e <rf' Svredca W8.s 
tuil son of Gustavus the Ttiird, and that he had roiniiaanicaJtcd’ 
bod» the report ahd ‘the source "efhence he drived Ws ‘Knowledge 
to the Right Honourable Mr. Wiiiiam P^t; ^t^ts igendhiuait diied 

within thd laet.yfW* At Pmis.', ; .onquestioradjly *■ 

superior talents^ and possmed, hyth^ je^tpnaiy.e acquaintance with 
smeaniep andmen<rf,;letier8i mfturmajtion. He 

had by him a MS. bntdp’ of the revoltitimtaiy^ wars, in which, or iti 
someother ^^Ihiimoa^ work, thih asisBjdpn'drthe 'duihoriftaj', prd* 
baUj, be confirmed. .Mr. 'Mileasard-hc had conimuwoated the ftwr- 
in qtaiMieitto' the 'oari ''.M^'.Mdiitaf i'and' ottuRT' d^ pttblic 

chanactetib ,:%u, ■ <■ ■ •' 
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prtdfecessors toidelicacy V se®timenti jfiar 
t*r the mild and hupiaue dictates haouloated Jjy j 
the law^afinations. u 

It was ilatoairy hefore the oflkaal answer given 
by Messrs. Perceval and Canning was received 
af Stookhnlfn; The state -of aiStirs at tfeat pferiod 
is porttayed in vivid ' cdlonrs in the; extracts 
tiiat fondw,*^' takt^n froln a wdtk published at 

* If it be allowed that the ajd'of every goverameot is, 
or ought to be, tbe happiness and prosperity of the go- 
verned^ it is.aiso’eV'ideBtthat whea any govemment, from 
vice or h]eapaAity,.eridaDgorS the existence of society, it 
no ‘loageriMiswete the end of it* institation^ In such' 
unfoftanate ciraiinstaaees, there is no jongm* dby choice 
Ictt to tbe p^Ie, than either to forbear to take any inte- 
rest in die welfare of the country, or to renountjo their 
all<^ian<ie to their oppressor. That which, in the coni- 
moa Course of human wreutK, would be highly criminal, 
becomes ' the most .saeted duty ; what, under other 
circumslances, would be a vinlatirm of the law, is now 
done for the preservation of the law itself; which, with 
the forhi of government, support the existence of society. 
Fortunately for bamoinitv, such events seldom occur ; 
and, jKwhaps; iGustavns the Fourth Jtdolphus is a sin- 
gular example of a king, who so little regarded his 
own honour or ^advaotage, or the prosperity of: his 
country, that be did not even endeavour to conceal from 
himself the inevitable - dointequcnces of a sjwtem from 
whicli he had every tiling to fear and nothing to hope. 

Those, who, posscjiwug, an inlitnafe knowlege of tlio 
king’s dispoajtiou,,, with a sound judgment, of the political 
dtuatioQ of Europe, foresaw the misfottupes Which fol- 
lowed. Even then, had a revolution been effected, a 
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Stoc^olm to vindicate tho revdUitioni’ ' It will be 
petcaisred, by the statementa coataibed dnvthat 
demi-official work,* that it was not liil filter the 
official reply in' qtieitioh ijod reaffili!e4?th« Hyapital 

convidfpa, of its ueq^ty..wp«i(b heS'# justifieditlje.taca*. 
sune, and the , people iroeld have .bepa well eble <io distiu-. 
guisfa patriotism from,, ambitipjis, AfT^’tio* tovy-ards ffie- 
kiag is a fpeling as natural to Ifee Swedes, aa ha,trod to a ' 
corrupt aad* teuai i atistrocracy j i die .perimnat auiieon 
du*t r>f the king was eommooiydaaribed iniiaipadjty 
of his ministers. .Tbe gt^at poHlSealiftistiikaSO^.^^u^ 
the Fourth Adolphus wtire littjp Kuo wn ' , to the' 8 wodieb 
people : all the sources of j^liticai iafor*»at^! 'W«*re 
slopped. The importation of -foreign boota.aad- 
M'as, in general, p«j}ubitod'; (hpse which were permitt^: 
to, enter the ctmutry were -severely examined j tod the 
liberty of the press was entirely aunihdatedi .Through 
these, and otimr' means, public opinion was yet in favour 
of the l ingj , Even the losste sustained in the oommencer' 
juentof the war, far tirota disheartening, rather fired the 
courage and roused the resesatment of the people ; and the 
citusequcnoes of this auimatioa were soon evident ‘in the 
successes of the army. B-ut towards the autumn of 1808, 
the opinions of men began to ohange.t> E«ring the sum- 
mer, all the energies of the nation were called forth and 
exerted to the utmost; and then suffered either, to remain 

* VjAi an Historical i^ctchof the La^ufithc K«gn of Gostavus 
the Fourth Adolphus., ’, ■' V 

\ The king had, many years hefodfe; inctnredtbedislikd aad'coa- 
teinpt of his people; from the Jaojuent lie rfesQlVci) to bmve the pmvei* 
of Russia, France, and Uienmarki he ^ given ap'aa a low prince 
hy tlie motit enlightened end r spcctablc portion of the natiosi. : - , 



jw'i^es, 'It Bonir ‘l^eoaipe ', t^t .^1^ iw^ 

of Gustff'os ,tl^ Foaftji ,tp wards _,tjii|5:^^^^ 

Waa ,oaly caase.of the war : and th«pe was Ufi^e foft^ 
to hope for.tha>?^rt»io*M.*on of either ih|?«attse|kf tfw 
^ho.;«Qidieirs. .^ao to didj|k<^ and de^jse.'.^’a’,'|c>it)g, tyho 

irom, theW|,'wki(e, b** decfioed 
s^irhig p the tpils and perils th^ he imposed^ Some a^ts 
of j^sUoa irrij^d iodividti^, and ^e treathaehl of 
new l^i^ies exoitea the resentment and compassion of the 
people at Jarge. Many palmtic mc»i expre^ed their 
poaviption * that the time was how come when a revolu- 
tion wasahsalutely neccssaiyto save their country ; but they 
SttffwodthemsMvra to be persuaded that it would yt t be pre- 
ppitufft* it washoped that the loss of Finland w ould abate 
thp itpg’Sfardof, for war j iW jhe W'ould hioigelf be con- 
vinced of his ^«Tor, and at , last perpit his dismembered 
countiy, to en^py.. |i,.nc!cewary repose, But suph hopes 
were without, a fonndatidn ; preparations wore made for 
aaotber.canjpMfn., flffld the mpst , absurd plans of opefa- 
ti<«t were proposed. ,,^he icost a|afthing reports of the 
intended paftdfon of Sweden begau to, prevail, btU made 
no, alteration, in,^e king’s coij,dacl j fhe inimiuent dnogef 

^ • Majtjjj yery man)!) itJ^ividuals wertj.itesircws he slieuid neurr 
have aaceijded d* ahrone ; ^,4 When hp .avowed hraaself the vham- 
pion^ tht! .Soarhoi^ Kp detbroaeincnl was serioi^y conteniphtled 

+ 'lljflMipefSWaii.^tbej' If efero-inflaencad, ,,w«* 

vnaititig.tlM.ircsttlt, St, 

'James’s. 
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their wishes ; and when the official letto reached 
them^ announcing the rel'usah of the Brkisli 
goveratneiU to reqeive any delegates or assign 
any opinion as to the Swedish oTcrture^ furliter 

exalted in every man*s bosom the love of his country ; 
end it novr became the duty of every f?ood citiaien to 
endeavcuir to save what yet remained oi' Ijjc* ancient mde- 
pendeiice of Sweden, and to withdrjiw ulief»iaiice from a 
king who despised the welfare of his people. 

• It were needless to eniimij^rah' the many diffet^ent 
schemes of revolution which W'ere propriwed'oa flifPer^t 
occasions ; it will be sufficient to mention tbos*' which 
were not only determined upon, but almost accobipii^hed. 
It is nccf^ssary to premise that the most asealnti.s artors in 
'bis great enterprise, were in Stockholm;^ in that 
d was resolved that the revolution should commence, and 
l-e supfiorted, according to circumstances, by the army. 
After tedious and ineffectual consnltetions, which, 
under a more vigilant government, w*ouid have forfeited 
the Jives of those individuals, the iteal and ardor nec^s- 
t.iry for such an enterprise seemed to suffer i<;ofne abatfe- 
roont. While things were in this situation, an officer of 
h^gli rank, in the disguise of a servant to his own adju- 
arrived in Stockholm, ffdtn the north, with the 
j{i<<‘ntit)n of hastening the revoiutidn, while Aland might 
yet be saved. This officer found in the capital from 
,\rrrj/f^ien to f pmons anxious to save their country 

'riiitt is au unquestionabh’ truth ; but thousands In die provinces 
vvfie iMjUci'ly ca^er to second the enterprir.e. 

I The author might have gafely said, there \v^r*‘ as Jimit/ 
thoitHifnds ; but it w*as an object, and a [irmcipnl one, with the fteto 
to create art Opiniort that the revolution was ihf* 

<>l ;) sudden inipul,v(\ atui iic»^ Ji iVIibcrau^m and design. ^ 


\ n. 


\ \ 
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than, stating that ‘ ijt. had been received,' there was 
no time for delibewition : — the Russians were pre- 
paring to invade Sweden from Aland, and also 
from Nya Carleby; the Danes had passed tlie 

from the iqapeadiDg dauger, bat not agreed upon the time 
proper for the attempt.* With much difficulty this officer 
reoouciied the gdiscordant opiiaions ; and the Sth of Fe*. 
hruary was, at last, appointed- Kut one of the patriots, 
who, by his knowledge and experience, possessed the 
confidence of the rest, insisted that it was too early a dny^ 
and could not be persuaded to alter his opinion* It was, 
nevertheless, resolved, on the evening of tlie ^ixihy that 
the king should be arrestei on the eighth* The spot 
chosen for this purpose vv^as opposite to a tavern, in the 
stffeit through which the king usually passed, a little 
after two iu the afternoon, on his way from the palace at 
Stockholm lo Haga, where, even in winter, he generally 
resided, from a disgust which he had conceived for the 
capital- This intention was concealed from the person 
who had objected to so early a day, but it agreed to 
alijde by his advice in every subsequent traasaf*(ion. 

Just at this crisis, an officer arrived from the vi ostern 
army to the leaders of the revolution in Stockholm. All 
was now prepared, and the different parts in this great 
drama were assigned to proper actors. The king was to 
be conveyed to the fortress of Vaxholxn,^ the garrison of 
which wa? to be relieved by a part of ffie guards from 

' « 

• This looks much like covvanlire on (he pari of 

f The tavern is called Mou Bijoux, siruaied on tlie rirjit Land 
side of Drottning Gatan. 

I Vaxholm, in English generally spelt VVaxholm, is ^Uua'cd 
upon theS. shore of the Malar, a few mules from Stockholm* 
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Swedish frontiers, had penetrated into Wermcr- 
landv knd were in a state to menace tlie capital, 
or Gothenborg. Under ' the pressure bf these 
melancholy circumstances there remained no other 

Stockholm* A j^olemn oath was to be taken that nothiug 
should be attempted against the life of the king,* but that 
every respect should l>e paid him ooasistentiwith safety and 
prudence. The regiment of cuirassier life-guards, was 
informed of the projected revolution, atjd prepared to assist 
a^its execution. When the king hud been arrested, one 
of the principal leaders of the revolution, aecompanted by 
ft military force, was to go to receive the orders of th^ duke 
of Sudormania; whilst otherSj of the highe»$t oiitiujrity, 
should endeavour, in the name of their eoutitry, ta 
made that prince to* accept the government, with the Wie 
of administrator, till the states of Sweden ronld bo 
assembled. In the mean time, it was agreed that no 
meetings should be held, nor conversations take place, 
that might betray this plan ; but that each should punctu- 
ally attiC'ud to the part assigned to him, and wait in silence 
the moment of action. 

But on the 8th of February, a little before the ap- 
pointed time, most of the patriotic band assembled, to 
consult the person who thought the attempt premature. 
He now violently protested against it; the plot seemed to 
be relinquished, the agents discouraged and dispersed, 
'and most of the necessary preparations were forgotten and 
negiecited. The imvncnt of appointed action was at 

^ I'liifi condition was acceded to previous to Mr. Brown writing 
to Mr. Spencer Perceval, in April, 1808; about which period a 
contrary inienucm was manifested; ’and had tlie prince of Ponte 
fCorvo landed in Scania,' as was e5rpected, it had been curned into 
cOcct. 


\ \ 2 
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or feettcr alternative thkh to make a tfcuce witb the 
Bancs ; to obtain which it became necessarj/'that 
the principal personages who meditated the de- 
thronement of the king, and th^ expulsion of his 

hand, but although many* were ready, with uadaunted 
couragCj to hazard all for the deliverance of their oonotry, 
no, beneficial rc<;ult could be expected from their uncom- 
bined efforts, , After many fruitless endeavours to re- 
assemble the party, a letter t wi»s dispatched to the western 
army, with intelligence tliat the plan for effecting a revo- 
lution was abandoned at Stockholm. Tbe unexpected 
concurrence of some au«p^c^o^s events.; the unshaken 
firmness of the western army ; and the imprudent con- 
duct of the king, who seemed to act as though be were 
infatuated, and bent on accelerating his own ruin, 
whereby be compelled the patriots, at tbe very last mo- 
ment, to hazard an enterprise which terminated in lie 
deliverance of Sweden. 

It may be alleged, that although IhA necessity of a 
revolution was already evident to the more enlightened part 
of ‘the Swedes, yet that thelosS of Aland, and tbe danger 
that threatened .Stockholm, had not yet impressed 
such a conviction on the nation at large; and, therefore, 
that the general assent to such a measure was not to bo 
expected. But it is unquestionably true, that political 
circumstances were at that time infinitely more favorable 
to the execution of such an enterprise than they were at 

* If (liis po. liun of this interesting recital be strictly exiunmcd, 
itiany contradictory assertions will be discovered : a proof that it bad 
something else besides Uuth for its object. 

t This is a very imjjrpbable circumstance, unless it was written 
in cypher ; most probaWy smne confidential person was ^cnl to the • 
suBiy, ' to make a verbal communication. 
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family, should agree to elect the Prince of Aiigus- 
teixburg^^ crowivprince, at a diet that . , was to be 
assembled immediately the king should have been 
dethroned.! Such was the source of the election 

a kler period. . Had the king, on the J2tb of March, 
been allowed to leave Stockholm, and to have travelled 
to the south of Sweden, it isprobablelliat Uie army w^ould 

The next |ire8ciilation was to the (hike amt durhessof Aligns* 
tenburg ; tlie latter is the daughter of the unfortunate Matil ’n, anil 
sisif-r to the tTown-prince : she is a woman of underfitanding and 
great merit; a patteniof virtue and conjugal fidelity, ijt>d gemirallj 
esteemed by those w’hom she htmors with confidiWe aiaid or* 
f}uafutancc. Vide Wolff— Noi^mra Tour, p. 96. 

t Herein fey the true source of the election of that prince, 
wliose untimely death was the result, for nothing will ever roconcib 
the Swedes (o he ruled by a Danish prince, to get rid of vTyJwmi 
recourse was had to jtois^on. When the obstacle was lhasrciiov(s<], 
md not before^ application was made to the Emperoi Napoleon, 
strongly urging Jumto noniiimte one of his family as crow n-pnuco ; 
and the author has recently been assured tliat Prjncc Kugene 
Beauharnois was applied to, who graciously declined the prollei’ed 
lionor. When Mar^shaJ Beruadotte commanded in Hanover, lu* 
conducted himself with such proinioiy that he gained* universid 
esteem. A Swedish colonel, descended from un mu-irnl Scijfu&u 
iamily, and who became acquainted witli the marshal al Paris, was 
the first person who communicated with liim as to his election as 
crowu-prince of Sw(*(len. Alter tlie crown of Sweden had been 
offered to the then imperial family of France, the will of ilu* 
(‘mperorvvas considtod. respecting the election of the prince of Ponte 
Corvo ; wiio, couvincM by tlte melancholy ftile o£ the late crown* 
prince, that the Swedes would not submit to be ruled by it 
Dane, conscntetl, Imi not readily^ to the election of this prittee, 
who bad prevumsly gained tJjc esteem oi many Swedish olficcrs. 
Such is saifl to have been tlm real source of the election of the 
present king of Sweden ?h crowu^prmco. It would be ridiculous 
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of Ulis J)rince ; ^ho vfkn ind'ebt^d to Napoleon 
for his election, and to the antipathy of the Swedes'; 
for his death. 

Soon aftef his dethronement, the was 

have subinitied to his orders,* and the country been 
irretrievably tosf. Before the western army Could have ■ 
arrived for ils defence, Stockholm would have been taken 
by the Rnssiaa#; and the horrors of a civil war been 
aggravated by a foreign invasion. Anarchy and terror 
must have resulted, till the remainder of Sweden bad 
been subdued and divided between her conquerors.'^ ' 

A great number of people had, by various means, 
become acquainted with the .great political change that 
was to ha^e been attempted on the 8th of February ; the 
number increased daily ; and in every part of the metro- 
polir the impendiiig revolution was the topic of common 
conversation. The danger and difficulty of the enterprise 
was increased by the delay that had taken place ; but it 
furnisbe.s an incontrovertible and striking proof of the 
lone and desolate condition to which the improper con- 
duct of < iustavus the Fourth, and the dete.station in which 
his .goverumeut w'as held, that, of the mnltifude of per- 
sons who were informed of the designs against his person 
and authority, not one solitary indivi<iual was tliore who 
felt attachment or interest enough in his fate to warn him 
of his danger. It cannpt be doubted, that amongst those 

to suppose that Napoleon wan not consulted, and hin consent ob> 
tamed, previous to the nomination ; the strange events that have 
ensued, prove consent to have been one of the great errors 
committed by Bonaparte. 

• ITie western army was ripe for mutiny as early as August, 

180 S. 

1' Russia mi^t have suffered Denmark to have taken possessioti 
of U portjod of the npbff,'but only as a tenant during pteasurr. 
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conveyed to Gripsholm palace, whick fojrtned d 
part of the patrimonial possesaiens of the great 
founder of the Wasa dynasty, and afterwards be* 
came the prison of several deppsed sovereigns. 

concerned in. the i;«volulion were some who only consulted 
their own interest ; nor. can the suspicion be concealed, 
that some one might exist, whOk- favoured, by a foreign 
power, aspired to build his fortune on ahe ruins of hU 
country It is not unreasonable to ascribe that treacherous 
intention to a plan that was proposed, to effect a change 
ill the government, with the interfi rence -of the army, by 
the sudden and simultaneous resignation of .the great 
officers of stab*. The slightest knowledge of tlie dispo- 
sition of Gustavus the Fourth must have been convincing, 
that such a measure would not have subdued the inflexible 
determination of Uie king to eoniinue ike war, whilid it 
was sure to have occasioned a compiele dissolution of the 
frame of government, revived the ancient and deep- 
rooted prejudices between the higher and the lower orders, 
and too probably have driven the latter to have sought 
the protection of the foreign armies, which were already 
prepared for the subjugatiwi of Swetlen. 

. During tliis awful suspense, the western army did not 
remain inactive. After mature deliberation, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Adlersparre, who, in the former campaign, had 
commanded as adjutant-general, agreed with the other 
officers, that, on the 8tb of March, the army should break 
up; and a proclamation was published, informing the 
nation of the motive and object of their movements, and 
with the further view of stimulating others, with the hope 
of yet saving the country. When the army entered Carl- 
stadt, the inhabitants were requested to remain quiet, 
and the strongest assurances of prot^tion for them- 
selves and property were given. This army, as yet 



360 (ilWAVU^ IV* AlIOLFHt^S* 

he was eonfioed ia this palace, he drew a 
portrait of himself, seated up(^n a white horse, 
trampliug u{.mTt the beast !~'i he day i)revH-isto 
his yoiuntary ahaiidonmeat of his pre* . iriuiis to 

ignorant of ibe occasion of Uioir sudden decani puient, 
except from surmise; but, as each battahou rcactied the 
mark ef“ place, Colonel Adlersparre addressed the soldiers, 
and informed tjiom that the deliverance of Ibeir e< uiitry 
depended upon tlie success of the unportan^ ('iiierpr.sf* in 
which they were then embarked : and that he ranu* to 
resume th(^ (‘onimund, and share the pe ril, rhesohlurs 
received him with enilmsiusin ; with implunt coiifideiic*' 
they trusted to his assertions, and wilhoiit hesitation jiro- 
mised <> defend their country \^ilh their lives. 

Th(‘ happy elTects of strict discipline, and of nmuiai 
confidence befwt'cn the ofllcers and privates, \>erc‘ never 
more ajijiarent than on this occasion : dunni; tin* wliele 
nuircli, not a single man forgot his duty, mu’ \ n lded 
to th<’ strong teinjitations to disobedience that \>ert‘ after- 
wards so iuduhtrio(».sly employed* 'I’liis anil) dir<‘c(i'd 
its iharcti towards Stockholm, whilst iln> ielt wing was 
detached to or(‘up^ (iothenborg. IntiJiigeiici* ot lliese 
inovenuMts were expedited to iln; dillereni jjarts of the 
w’ost of Sw(‘({en and to MoeklaUnL Aii a^recuneni was 
entered into with Ceneiai StailMt, who ciMiiiuandul ia 
Norway,'^' that tlie Swedish frontiers should not f>e 
attacked during die absence of the army it which, on 

* 1 jittk' (ltd the aprifice of Denmark thuik hew soon his own 
kingdom w uid he rent in two, and a moietv given to Swi^lcn ! 

t 'Iiiiseondic;on rould not have hmi p*auted hythmeral Staffidt 
w ithout tile fApj'eys orders ol the King of Denmark, and it is very 
probable tliat the Swedes who luigocialrd, jivorni^^ed to elect the 
Prtiii'e of Aif^udmhitig vrown-priiicc of Sweden, as the price 
♦ f tins forbeiwance. 



nUSTAVlJS 


^1 

the throne of Sweden, he visited by his mo- 
ther, the queen dowager Sophia Magdalerta. The 
meetiug’^ must Jiave been truly distressing^ to the 
mother and the son, for though Queen Loiiiea 

llie I:^th of March, entered the city of Orebro, and, on 
the morning of the loth, iiitcUigenco arrived that the 
revolution hud lictm clTeeU^d at Sfo(^kholm. 

T .e movement, s of the army of tljoVesl qould not 
lojia re'jjiun niik^Tonva in the eapimi, and a vagne I’oport 
even rtaulud du* kiiig, who ooiinnilea himt^eli vuth 
ordering the />o/o e la oiojnjro nUo lO* Itnth, and a pi>/icc 
f)ffl(Tr nas sent to procure Inrthcr uilonutdiou. ehi S*un-** 
day, the lith (>f Me , (lU express arnved *vi 'lli a fuU 
account uf tJie jiroccedirjas of f*ic v\e-!cru army, uffd n 
copy of their proelaniation. 'irie king >vas panic Ftmelv* 
He Wits then at Hdgu : in the afUTnooa be se( od‘*for 
Slocklioim. Ah soon as he eeiered «he palace, thr* gaictJ 
\V(‘re shut : guards u(n* jdaced at the di^^erenl en, ranees 
of IIk^ town, who \vor<‘ c</curuanded strictly lo examine 
every person who cntcicsi, iou) to allow no one to leave 
*stockiu>lnK hi tlu ♦ 'enutg an occj unt (d‘ the iipj)roach 
of the western annv wa^ st'U* Jo uil liie i*u’vliq ol'Tic^es. 
The night vats passed m cj.jk iitiiK* die most rarntni-' 
dictory orders. All tin' great uft'ce/"'. ni‘ skOi' werr* or- 
(hTod to rc'pair to Nykopuig; ih'e mddary \U’r<* iibout 
to dfjpart IVoni stocklndm; and one of the (Vc/ava/; /cga'- 
)nenfrS\ with some arnllery, wus destined Im oppose the 
westeni iirmy, Baron Hosenbiad, secretary of state. 
w*as caliod from hi^ bed, and ordered to udse ns much 
mum y as lie (a)uld by the sale of biils dra o ujiou England, 
who, m vain, represented that ut .snob an hour no business 
of that kind could .he trausHCted. I’lic gc-vcu'iiffrs of the 
bank were ordered to at seven oVJock in the 

morning ; and the proper officers were commanded to use 
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UllSca, the mother of Gustavus the Third, was 
fully persuaded that the child born by Sophia 
Magdalena was illegitimate, and even the real 
father was pointed out by name and eircam* 

every postal bie . effort to collect die greatest attainable 
natnber of horses. 

The absolute necessity of negociating a peace, and 
the propriety ef assembling the states, had frequently 
been represented to his majesty ; and recently these mea- 
sures bud been more strongly urged by his ministers ; but 
no hopes of accomplishing either of these desirable puf- 
poses would have remained had Gustavos been allowed 
to leave Stockholm. By so^ih a step, the capital would 
have been left without a government and without pro- 
tection ; and, in the agitated state of the public mind, 
even the person of the king would not have been in 
safety. Those who were already deeply engaged in the 
steps preparatory to the impending revolution, sliil che- 
rished a hope that this harsh remedy might not be uece.s- 
sary. They thought such a combination of awful cala- 
mities might compel the king to conclude a peace, and 
gratify the wishes of his people When it wa.s found 
that he was determined to quit the capital, and persisted in 
carrying on toe war to the last extremity, the long-ox- 
pected moment seemed arrived for carrying their plans 
into execution, and, by one desperate effort, to save the 
country from being overwhelmed by the dangers that 
threatened it on every side. 

The reputation which Baron Ad Jercreufz had acquired 
in the last campaign ig Finland, pointed him out as the 
most proper person to lead the way in so dangerous an 
enterprise, and he readily accepted the post of honor. 
During the Bight the baron had a conference with some 
officers, whom be appointed to meet him. at the palace 
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Stance, yet it is very probable up to . this' 
awful mojuent, the momeotoiifi truth u^ :p 
rbvealed. to ;him whom it ao much conCcmwij 
It is .therefore reasonable to conelttle, that, one 

in the mpraiog^. . The baron himsdlf, sod' several nthejcs, 
were ordered to attend the king at eight o’clock in the 
morning of the 18th of March. 

The oimsoal circumstance of shuttingtfae gates of the 
palace occasioned soihe surprise, even m the lowkr class 
of inhabitants, whilst, with tbdse who were in the secret, 
nl? was in confusion. General Helvjg, master of the 
ordnance, was commanded, ai^ bis pwil, to have some 
artillery ready to follow the king, althon^b ther?W£-re no 
horses proper for the purpose to be procured in tStocl^faolin. 
The regiments in the city were ordered to ditrerent places, ' 
to be provided with* ammunition and provisions ; but "so 
short a time were they allowed, that the provisions could 
uot be distributed. Haron Hosenblad was sent to dw 
governors of the bank, to inform them of his Majesty's 
dasirc to receive part of (he mohey in their care, and to 
inquire of them if they supposed the remainder was in a 
state of security? From this message, the inteaiionnif 
GustaVns to seize on the money in the bank was tolera- 
bly palpable ; but it became evident, when he afterwards 
said, “ 1 may as well take the money as leave it lor the 
rebels." To this the governors reiplied, “ that tliey liad 
received their trust from the states of Sweden, without 
whose authority they did not conceive tlieniselves at 
liberty to surrender any part of the property of the bank, 
nor did they consider that it was in any danger.” It was 
easy to foresee the consequence of this reply ; but ere 
Baron Rosen blad could re^rn to the palace, the revolu- 
tion waSeffiected. 

Baron Adlercrentz, General Count Klingsfior, Colonel 
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«)bj«ct of tliis melancholy visit paid by thm 
grand-daughter of George the Second, was to 
unfold this tremendous secret, and by indueiftg 
him to sign a voluntary abdication, save her feel* 

Silvc’rsparre, aad many other offioerj^, who were privy 
tp the intended revolution, assoiubied at eight o’clopk in 
the morning. ^The baron found, upon inquiry, that only 
four of the life-guards remained in the, palace, the rest 
being gone to prepare themselves for their march. Little 
danger could be apprehended from them; and about fifly 
ojR&cers were now in and about the palace, determined to 
carry their point, or perish in the glorious undertaking. 

Custavus had previously ordered the gates to be shut, 
and no one was now permitted to leave the palace ; officers 
\vf‘re stationed in different parts, and a great number 
in an apartment next to the king’s bed-chamber. C'ount 
Ugglas* was first called for by Gustaviis. 

i>ooii afterwards the duke of Sudermania arrived, who 
went ai just as Count Ugglas came out, Baron Ad ler- 
creutx desired the count to stay,t answered that 
bp had received orders from the king, which he must 
itmm^'iCLidy execute. The barou insisted that the count 
iiliould remain where he was, as a moment of infinite 
importance was at hand ; adding, “ The king must be 
prevented from leaving Stockholm T’ 

Count Ugglas. — 1 have already used every effort in 
my power to no purpose, and 1 advise you to offer any 
further remonstrance with great cau|ion.^’ 

^ If ever a man deserved to have suffered for his eriinina! ad- 
vice to this unhappy king, it was this Count Ugglas, to who*?e coun- 
cils many of his political misfortunes were owing. 

t In all prohabiity he hod been counselling the king to make use 
of the Crcminw troops to cut the throats of his su%cts. 
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ings from tho torture atid iguominy td which a 
public iuvestigation must inevitably haw sub- 
jected her. The particulars o^‘ this important act, 
and a copy of the singular letter by which Gusta- 

Baron Adtercreutx. — It is now intended to remon- 
strate in a vray that will be effectual/^ 

Jiist then the duke of Sudermania left the royal pre- 
sence, and Count Kling^spor was called fcft. He had an 
interview with Gustav us, and strongly represiented to 
tlie king the imprudence of leaving his capital. Baron 
Aillercreutz saw that the decisive moment was arrived. 
After sending round to those who were posted at the gates, 
and in various parts of tbe*palace, to be on .the alert ; 
and having assemlded a number of officers!' he entered 
the king's chamber. When the door opened, the king 
•seemed surprised, ifnd the baron, idio came to deikrhve 
kim^ approached, and with a determined air, and a firm 
and steady voice, but yet in a respectful manner, said, 
Sire, tAc highest ojfficers of the and of the arm//, 
and the most wealthy and respectable of the inhabitants 
of this capital? have encouraged me to approach you, to 
remonstrate against your iniendocl departure frpni this 
city ; and to inform your majesty that the public mind is 
in the highest state of agitation from the unfortunate . 
aspect of affairs.’^ Gustavus here suddenly interrupted 
the baron, exclaiming- — Treason! treason! you are. 
all corrupLedy and shall all be puriished ^ W e 

are no traitor?;, Sire,” said the baron, coolly, but 
true and loyal ifwedeSj who wish to save our evuniry, 
and your majesty also^ fr(m destruction.^" The king 
instantly drew his sw'ord, and, the baron immediately 
rushed in upon him, and seized him round the waist, 
•while Colonel Siiversparre took the sword from tlu^ 
hand of Gustavus, who then xocikre^teA^!! They arc 
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fiHnouiiced Im abdication to the Diet» are 
given below** 

During the tedious conjStneinent which Ifed 
deposed soveieign endured at Gripsholm 

going to.murd^ me! kelp! helpT They endeavoured to 
re-assure the king, who promised to be tran<jui^ they 
WQulU return hjm hie^word; a request (bey endeavoured 
to evade; and when Gustavus, forgetful of bis fallen 
estate, proudly ipsisied upon it, the baron gave him to 
understand that his sword would not be returned to him, 

* ilBmCATION OF T«f£ aiKG OF SWEDEN* 

Stockholm, May 1 1th, — The mctnbers having produced their 
rrodentials from their constituents, and the diet being duly consti* 
(uled, the states proceeded in a body, on the 6th instaat, to pay rheir 
respects to his royal highness the regent, and to express their 
grateful acknowledgments for the zeal, activity, and patriotism he 
had evinced in relinquishing the comforts and tranquillity of a private 
station, and convoking the grand constitutional ^assembly of the 
nation, os the only mean« of saving the country from impending 
destmetinn. 

The diet then unanimously passed a vote of thanks to his excel- 
lency Count Klingspor, Major-General Adlercreutz, and Lieutenant- 
Colomel Adiersparre ; as also to tlm subordinate ofBcers, for their 
spirited and patriotic conduct, at a ^son of peculiar danger and 
difficulty. The marshal of'the nobles was invited to communicate' 
these resolutions to the house of nobles ; Which be did, in the pre- 
sence’ of deputations from all the states. ^ 

On Tuesday, tlie 9tb, his rt^ya! highness the regent opened the 
diet with a speech addressed to the states ; in which the lord chan- 
cellor read, in an audible voice, a ^tailed 'account of the cvehu 
and circntnstaaceo which had rendered the cpnvocatioh of the staiew 
indis)M»]sably necessary for the salvation of the\ country. The mat - 
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he was afflicted by his tOBap^r. .a»d at 

times so very dejected, that his piteous looks aud 
gestures excited almost as much contempt as 
pity : he was at times furious, and railed at every 

nor hitnsel'f be suffered any mtirt to interfere ' in the go- 
t^rnment of Sweden ! 

The cries' of the wretched Gustav Jfe had alai^ed 
some of the body-guard, who )vere just arrived,' and 
also the servants of the palace, who endeavoured to fbrcr- 
open the door, but not being able to succeed, they brolt^^ 

shal of ilie diet, and the respect ive^ speakers, of die burghers, 

and peasants, addressed bis royal higlmess in appropriate K1Jeeche^, 

On Wednesday, the 10th, all the members of the states hie* 
at an early Jjour in one assembly^ which will ercr be remarkable 
in the ann'dls of Sweden. H is royal highness ordered the lord 
chanccillor to read aloud die act of abdication, voluntarily mane 
on the i^Pth of March, which was to* the following tenor: — 

^'In the name of God, we, Gustavus Adolphus, king of 
Svved<ui, of ihc Goths and Vandals, and duke of Schloswk'k, , 
Holstein, dr. make known, that having bi-^en proclaimed king 
tliisday seventeen years back, and, with a bleeding heart, ascended 
di thron. stained with the blood of a hdoved and r^vired father ^ 
we rcgi el our not having been able to promote the trae welfare 
and liorior of this ancient realm, inseparable from the liappmess 
of a free and independent people. .Now, whereas We are con- 
vinced that we cannot ^any longer continue our royal ftmeiions, 
and preserve Inuujuillity uad order in this kingdom, ihenfitre wy- 
aonsKhr it as our mend dutkf io uhdimiv^ mr royid and 

crown, which u r do free and i/,i' ^ mpdltd ; to pass the 

nmiatnder of ow days in tho fmr and uw^ntp of God ; wkskiag 
lhat all OUT subjects and their defendants may enjoy moir huppt^ 
vess and prosperity in fntii> *, fhvcmgk ike mneyand Umiug of 
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om around him, at others, suddenly dissolving* 
into tears he would sit and weep ibr hours to- 
gether. His amiable partner displayed more forti*^ 
tilde. Her placid and resigned demeanour excited 

the upper paunel with their sabres and other intiplements. 
At this crisis, Baron Adlercreutz caused the door to be 
thrown open, and fearlessly rushing into the midst of the 
crowd, seized a sabre from a hussar, and the staff of 
office from the adjutant-general, and, holding it up before 

God ; and revere the king, lu testimony and confirmation tlicr< of, 
we have personally urittm and signed the present, «iiid corroLo- 
rated with our royal seal 

O^ijwholra castle, tlieSifih of March, in die year olthc nativity 
of <our Lord and Saviour Jesus (liriwt, 1809. 

(Signed) “ CIustavijs Adoipkin.'’ 

Upon which, Baron Mannerlijelm rose, and ni a wpoenh of con- 
siderable lengUi,. d/YJjtJ « most ajj\ ding pki kin of the siimtiop to 
whii'ft Sweden vras ruluved by the ikrks/stidu: passion ok the 
FOR WAR, — renotmeed all allegiance and obedience 1o the 
person and authority of Gudavus the Fourth^ and declared hint 
and H?S 1SSL'E*‘ now and for e\\i\ deprived of the crown and 
government of Sweden - -The baron, with much lirniness 
matioii, then asked whether t'nisact, — lliis solemn resolution of his, 
iu wbicli hi^ heart and .tongue <!oucun:ed, met with tltc approbation 
of t]»e member.? composing that aug.jst assemldy ? — Long and reite- 
rated acclamationni,%iKl J’V.v/ jdli! AUV^ rcsotmdeil from 

ali parts of the Ryksjd. The barons resolution was adopted by the 
constitulional representatives of the ^SwodJfth people, without a singh’ 
diss&niieni voice ! 

* It is -worthy (jf rciuark, that in this fr.^hnis iu,strn merit, tli*‘ Iiti^ *lor mu 
the rights of hi»'CUV?lrcri . j>>iha}>s, h* rchiau tv 

th".; , 'vi ra :k- w*. /. fc', ihr ‘-s.-.eOi ,luu Un Lii ‘ 
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be found 

at wbat had', ju6t''<^feajtll|. '■ 


the person was l 




but albiu* to sidatch 'the Kia|^^m'ftdat''ide«thibUci^.' ''w 
admonished them, in the most soleum and ,tiB|itessiVb 
manner, not toattein}}^ any thing virfaieb might, give rise to 


bloodshedi and cause the death of the king. Notwith- 
stakdiug this address, the’ gtutrdd ap^ared andetermined 
how to aet ; and in sticb circnniatatiiees hesitaUon was most 
excnsabie. The hdron sdw them wavering; when, r^ea t ' ^ 
iitg his ^matibns as io the parity nf his mtexutions, the 
safety of the king,' and the folly, ks well ms danger, of 
their resisting him, they were induced to refrain from vio- 
ience and remain tranguil. Proper stjq^' were (hen 
adopted to preserve good ordei in the capital. The 
airmed burghers mounted guard at the bank, ^d public 
the Btsaets* were gu,ar^ by «patrofcfs of the 
burgher cavalry and the borse'guards, whoae orders 
were to molest none but those,. w;fao should break , the 
peace* 
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df 'M fitted' ’W# 'twsoih ' 

Itidrtid for^'&avidg ' slight^ her jldVice. Biit tire 
|idrvtei‘sej’'tiriiiik^^ a plea- 

sure in having o?ie pewn over whom he 

, ' ' ' ’ i;.. 

^ tpeved tiie.iMtortifidatte of ,9^is§^ thtm wbont^ be 
bid'hlseQ «iT^Kt0d 4Qd<dmri&«dva)]^^o>n^haM^ 
f^ gward Sovel^^bis penson. These bfileere retifedv and 
Counts' liggifts and Strontfelt were sent in to relnain with 
'hlto, and endeavear to reobaciie him to his new and me- 
Jahchdly ' condition, i. By some means,* unperceivp^, 
GastaVus' had dmwn Count Stromfelt’s sword from the 
aced»tord, and when the general missed bis sword (which 
Gustavos tarried hoiked ih Hie hand) , and entreated 
to bate it vetnmed, the dethroned king exclaimed, — Yon 
art jtist aa good- a general without a sword as J arn 
a icing)* At this moment Baron Adlercrcutss had reached 
the auli-chamber ; and being informed of what bad hap- 
pened, he saw the necessity of having some officers in the 
room, as a guard upon him; he therefore appointed two, 
and was conducting thein to the room, when Gustavus, 
fWho, tfaro«^h the door that bad been broken, saw the baron 
approach, immediately ran off by the -opposite door, 
that had bem bft angnarAed.,^ which lie locked on the 
outside ! The -danger which might arise from the king’s 
escape animated the baron to new' exertions^ who, ib an 
instant, 'dirowing himself against the door, burstitopen, and 
tan in pursuit of die king; la the next room there is a spiral 
ataiepase^ open all rotihd, which ^ehds to the floor 
above. > W hen the baron entered diis chamber; he saw the 

• Perhaps by Ckiunt Ugglaa, certainly by conninmee. 

f It is hkigttlSr that "«i ' inipoi^t a pass'skt^d hot have been 
guarded; this also was moiit probably the result of edndivance. 




ei^iictsie absolnte , 
hittwnesB of fber falb 
caGy or sympathy, tiat 
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king 00 the uppermo*?^ $tepi,of,d»«,»«pii 3 »l:#teiw^^ livitofi !»€ 



in the l»firoa’fl $ftce, -Mid be is 
In that iinportant face^' the - ad'- 
TftuUige ot ifae baroa, that whea. tite 
tQp of the' spiml siaiTB the royal' fugiii.ve was ouMH^sigbi;. 
By mere accident he took ,tfae . Baaae fotde' that- iQnift- 
tavus had taken ; and .sneetiitg; some of dih deiiiesiidt.ia 
bis way, the baron was dire(fied by them ; Hi;vkiib ijpQnmlt ', 
but he reached, the court below. withoui:g«ming a giU^pse 
of the royal fugitive, .who, in. tbe ineau time, bad bieeoho 
eager to escape that be fell opi tbe,i(great4tooie) stairs,, and 
hurt his arm 'severely. •' •; . 

The. greatest conttisktO and dismay prevailed amongst 
the authors, of the revolutihn, when the escape of 
Gustavus was discovered, and -tthe most teriihle coose- 
«|Ue»ces were anticipated ;-HByery istuir-case .tiras crowded, 
with people, descending to intercept his iight * <^ne of 
the, king’s /ores tm, named GrCifl* 't'ms the first who 
reached the court-yard, or quadnai^le, and the king, 
with the drawn sword, making towards the onlyfatp-that 
■ had been left open. As .soon, as GreifT armbd- wiflun^^ 
.reach of bis sword,, itoe king! made a toolenitlbritst, bMt 
with so unsteady apaint ' that ^ the svroM' Pftssed npi the 
sleeve of Greiff’s ftoat, W0HadlBg -slightly. ^ ‘ais swajd 
being thus entangled, his breato gone, and his strength 

* . He bad hAc» l«im , 1|!« 

which be hsd tbs preset^ of i . 

bb8 V' ". .■ '■ 
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her hi^fLlxwicl, iot iS'lO,: thjeyi divorce^. 
A,i^)roy^r;^f: qweeii,,ii»0t aw 

exhau^d^ ^.ui^vjM , w^g esi^J ^ 

j)er§qtts, spqii, arfiy^ W ,,i^^ .ttiis officer, 

to Wftjlt, or; ttq^bie to 
i^ijip^r^,hliasdii^ was, by bis. own desire, t^keo in^ the 
whit® f?e®r . ;fJe lyas-. ther^ sealed ia a, c^air near the 
door^ and exactly , ojjtjwsite the portrait of the nnfqrtu- 
natie^q^ucen of France, Marie Antoinette. Exhausted bylfis 
exerbons^ and disordered by indignation and sorrow, the 
captiyeking remained sullenly qnfet the whole day. Tripi- 
quipitj was ea.sdy , maintained in the capitai ; not even t^e 
slightest displeasure was evinced, and the theatre, whiqh 
was opened as usual, was, attiptided by an audience more 
thto cominonly numerous. After the tumult m the palace 
had subsided, and nothing further was to be appiehendod 
from the endeavours of the king to recover his liberty, 
Baron Adlercreuta a,nd Colonel Silversparrc repaired to 
thedtikepf Sodermanlaud,* representing the helpless state 
■^'«£4be. kingdom, and. entreating him to assunie the func- 
tions of administrator. Thf d“ke vtas deeply affected with 
the catastrophe which had driven from the throne the last 
branch of his famny,.aud, on account of his advanced , ago 
iind precayioup health, he declined an employment which 
r-^uired so muph Vigor and e^ertiop.'t Butdresq 4'*^S*l^** . 

• , U seetss to hav;^: (hecn a. received opiaica (the «h#», was , 
privy te, the plyt, ajal a E*W ® »*5 both whkh .surmises a|;e pro*- 
' ba^iy errojjepi^, , . v. , ■ ■/ ,, 

t It is not unlikely but Gueiavus the Third extorted from the 
d<dm' .a ^ ^ ^ eaecessiim of bis 

pseudo ip to the tHmva, »ar join itekiidi/isilpspt'.ta deiiiroiia ten. - 
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oog^ui^die UTei&/thBtiitnwst,ee!4iia^ i% s 
style scarcely equal to that of a 'priiate lady iof 


fortoaedn Great BritaiSi- . 


The adventures of the ex-hihg, in Russia, 

heard to exprest smallest discontent i /aod ’ a . military 
lercowas quite nmmoessarj ldr;the'maiQtteaftQCfe o£ public 
liaaqaiUity. - ' . ,,i., . 

. . Many bad iSisea informed of tbe evmits that, bad' hap* 
pened almost immediately they had taken place, vrho 
made no secret of the information, which thus became 
geamrally diflused ; but calms are sometimes the deceitful 
precursors of fearful hurricanes, and every precaution 
was adopted which could lead to secure the public peace. 

At two o’clock in the morning tbe iate king was cos- 
veyad4o Drottniugholm, attended by Colonel Silversparxe 
- several other. officers, and escorted by a detachment of 
die cuirassier guards. After remaining there a few days, 
royal captive was removed, to the palace of Gripsholm, 
Tbe (pleen and royal cliiidrea remained for some time ' at 
Iksa. , V , 

.Gnstovus tbe Fourth had, on the S^tii of March, vo* 

' '£Cb‘tarily abdicated the throne of Sweden, and on the lOth 
of May fbe act of abdication was read to the aasembled 
states* ' But.lhe resigiti^ion of a right that was already 
forfeited, was looked on as saperflnotis ; and, on the moltioa 
qf Baron Mannerbjelm the states for ever renounced their 
"^aliegisnce to Giutavustbe Fourth Adolpbus, abd his heirs, 
and . declared them lor ever incapable of possesiung' the 
SyredH^ throne. This act was signed by the states 'and 
s^t to the deposed king ait Gripdiolin. 

He now eupremed an^ ardent desire to hs allowed tq 
travel with his family to Germany, and to join a reljgipus 
society at Christianield. , j|ai ^s desvq, cqql4»hot im;> 



A.»OLPH®«. . / MB' 
Kiigland, and Oesrmany (whoi henceforth;^ is ei^ed 
Count Gottorp), are too well known to possess 
mnch interest. One of his most singular prc^ectii 

mediately gratified. It was first to be considered by the ' 
states whether Gastavus could be allowed to live 
the limits of the Swedish territory, eousisteut with theao/btj^ 
of the kingdom. But matters of more consequence cktmed’ 
the immediate attention of the states; Thl advanced 
and enfeebled constitution of the new king, gave no pro« 
mise of a long reign, and the succession to thethroue was 
yet andeterminedi It was therefore absolutely neeeseary 
to choose a successor. It cannot be sujiposed'eudhvksi 
election could be unanimous > it is well known there witre 
those who exerted themselves to proorarfinote, perhaps, to 
prevent if they could, any election being made. But tbeBeen* 
deavours were unsuecessful, and the Prince AugustenbiSg^*!. 
was chosen crown-prince of Sweden. When this great 
question was decided, the states were at liberty to attend 
to the deposed king and his family, (t was agreed that * 
their removal from Sweden was nwessary, and that 
Switzerland was the most proper place for tiheir residence; 
but some difference' of opiuion arose as to the time of re- 
moval, although it was generally agreed that a pehoe 
should be fir^ re-established, at least with tiro of Ute 
most formidable powers. ■ 

Charles the Thirteenth, raised to the tbrooe to wiadh 
bis father had been elected beint, embraced with the^ 
wannest sympathy .the cause of this fiUlen 8nd< unfor- 
tnnate family. lie* entreated the states to assign an 
honorable support to a priaoe who had. for seventeen 
years w'ielded the sceptre of Sweden/ and he endeavoured / 

* Not quite correct : he was jkii^ seventeen but daring 

»he first four Guilavns was' a hinor, dud the Dtike CIiitrlesi g^erned 
hweden as sole regimt. 



3S'6 . ttusT&t'tJs IV. 

wfts .tlie pilgrimage be iseditatei to Jenisakbi, 

relative to which, a gentleman, who was !»elected 

to be one of his knights, has furnished the author 

with the following particulars, viz. Having arrived 

at Trieste, on his way to Constantinople, he put 

up at the same hotel where Count Gottorp lodged, 

who occupied two small rooms, meanly furnished, 

* 

to obtain from the Emperor Napolpoi) permission for Gus- 
tavus Ibe Fourfli to reside in Swifxerland. 

« 

The states orden'd a valuation to be made of the real 
and personal property belonging to the deposed king and 
Ibis family ; the whole was^found to yield a revenue of 
about £‘9000 per annum, and aa the committee had de- 
termiurd that £16,000 was required for Ibe competent sup- 
1 ^fitSh of the late king and famil}% it became necessary for 
the country to contribute £6000 of this sum. This latte; 
pension was divided into shares, one of which was assigned 
• to the king; a second to the queen; and tl»e Hurd to tbe 
children, long as any of them should live. 

Gustavns the Fourth resided tbe whole summer at 
Gfipsholro, and passed the greater part of bis time in 
company with the qu^on and hi» children ; and was 
treated in a manner that reflected honor upon the gene- 
rosity of those by whom he was most deservedly d«- 
^roued. Gnstavus was often very impatient to leave tbe 
kingdom, but thi? could pot be permitted till an answer 
arrived Itom Uie qmpetw of France; a fr%ate, in the 
mean time lay ready at Carlscrooa to receive and trans- 
port him to Ormany. At length permission was received, 
\ and the king and queen left Oripshqlm on the 6tb of De- 
cember, 1809, and the children some days after, Gustavu:; 
tlie Fourth was conflned in Gripsbolm castle eight mom. 
uud eleven days. 



j msfUeip^ TV. adolpM^- ';®.77 ' ' ' 
tjiat wire sjltuated at jjbie end af a pas^'ge., Tbe 
ex-king kept no valet, and was attended ' 

waiters, lie seemed very temperate as, to .l^d ' 
and wines; 'was fond of fruits, of whicU he d^,,, 
freely. He seldoin, smiled, and was never, seen 5^ 
to laugh : he was easy of access, , as any person V; 
might obtain an interview by asking it: his manner y; 
was aifalde but not graceful': his ktiguage rather 
diftinsc : he seemed much attached t^,,.Eiigland: 
used to write much and frequently : his style ofv 
living displayed'noither taste iior aiduence. He 
had a female with him, whhin be had bropglft troth 
Germany ; but she was never sceii abroadln Com- 
pany with Count Gottorp, nor was she visited. 
This female passaJ as his wife, and was probaWgir,^ 
married in the half-legitimate way vk'hich the Ger" 
mans call by d<,7- Onl,er hund. His a]jpcarance 
and manner l>esj)oke a ihan bowed down by heavy 
misfortuneH : his comhidn dress was a blue coat, ' 
white w'aisfcoat, and nankeen paiitaloons.' He 
wore neither riband noy s|.a(r, 'but ,was addrfessed 
as a prince^ by the, title of. royal highness. He 
lived very recluse ; and if occasionally he saw any 
of the merchants, it was in the most privatg^ 
nidnuer. i Tw . ' 

The Asia, a British Kne-of-lbattle ship, com- 
inunded by Captain Skeen, was at this time at 
Trieste (August, IB 16); this officer invited the ex- 
king to dine on board, arid! received him with a 
"oyal salute. This mark of respect, wliich did ho- 
nor to the British captain ^ well as to the exiled 
. VOL. It. c c 
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^ 'T;3^Tk mnr^ tw--,?-*- 

' SOKQft afterwariis lie applied tcfjpijptaia ^k^en, 
% l^t^;.i^^tim,|bpasj»^ whose 

that should happy h» 

Waplpiajli Tf^hih ^ isoyal hot 

%ut bis ii^^iyL^cjtions predoded hMo froai 
»liis inclmE^ions. Oustavus seemed more hurt 
tlomvo^ndad by this rphi^saL The gentlemm who 
iMgH^ppieated thtese particulars n^aaslated Cap- 
tala 8|ceea!i6 letter, whldt was wriitten in English. 
Tlte aame person then reh^ried him to the British 
vice-consul. Count Cottorp had already sent a 
jKarier to Constantinople to solicit a firman from 
Ihe grand signior : during this period be used to 
eonsull his maps very frequently." 

The ‘ Alaei. knightti,' whom the ex-king wished 
to join him in this pilgrimage, were intended 
to act as his couriers, aid*du-camps, and secreta- 
ries. Hmy we!Pe to precede him, and announce 
Ms arrival at every town, or fort, with the strictest 
ethpietto and formality. He intended that they 
l^ottld wear a particular unifonn. On the return 
of the courier, the whole project was defeated, for 
dbe firman wat tbdnd to have been denied without 
any reason amugned, which put an end to the 
proposed pUgrimage. 

He then purchased a vmisel at Trieste, on 
board*of which he shipped two or three of his 
M&cfi IBs lady went cm bnard, and also 



^ .Jr ..uA ' ^ 

servient , asd si^ed*' 

Patris in Greece; whf re, if WiftWdl/ 
demanded paymfflftt for their f»er?i<S«8,* 
refused t6 snl]^ll!I “'' 

FreraGmece, 

many, ted Jraa nxh feebfete^ n ‘BJaawii 

in Swiitedted*, rf||i,lld/ 

pass th^ ^rerntdiTder ’hi8 ’dft^s te 

peade/ 

. Su(% are the princi 

the life of this extraorditer^pteit^^Mii^S^ 
far more unibrtttflatc tel^f 

vices and idrtues, withtet tttti®oe‘ «# IW^f 

been faithfully delineated pdges/ 
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